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Inside and out bling

Stainless steel appliances can add a pop of shine and a touch of class

How to clean and maintain
stainless steel

N
o matter the 
style of a 
homeowner’s 
kitchen, be it 

modern, traditional or 
farmhouse, stainless 
steel appliances can 
add a pop of shine and 
a touch of class. Propo-
nents of stainless steel 
appliances note their 
easy maintenance, 
stylish look and dura-
bility. Plus, the neutral 
tone of stainless steel 
helps it blend in with 
just about any color 
palette.

Stainless steel is 
lauded for its strength 
and resistance to 
corrosion and rust. 
These attributes 
make it a popular 
choice in kitchens, 
where moisture is an 
issue. Although they 
are certainly durable 
choices, stainless steel 
appliances require 
maintenance to keep 
them looking and 
performing at their 
best. Considering that 
stainless steel also 
costs more than other 
inish options, tak-
ing the time to learn 
proper care can help 
protect homeowners’ 
investments.

• Avoid chlorine 
bleach or other 
products containing 
chloride. Although 
stainless steel is highly 
resistant to corrosion, 
it is not completely 
impervious. Chlorine 
products can damage 
the surface of stainless 
steel appliances and 
stain them if the chlo-
rine is left to sit.

• Do not use metal 
scourers or coarse 
abrasives on the stain-
less steel because such 
products may scratch 
the steel. Steel wool 
pads can leave behind 
a residue of small met-
al particles that may 
eventually rust.

• Baking soda mixed 
with a little dish soap 
can be used to remove 
tough dirt and stains. 
Rinse well and towel 
dry to avoid streaking.

• Clean and wipe the 
steel in the direction 
of the “grain.” Usually 
this means working 

from the top of the 
appliance and moving 
down toward the loor.

• Consult with the 
owner’s manual before 
undertaking any main-
tenance or cleaning. 
The appliance may 
have a special coating 
over the stainless steel 
to help protect it, and 
it’s best to know what 
you’re dealing with 
before getting your 
hands dirty.

• If you will be trying 
a cleaning product 
or scouring method, 
always test it irst in an 
inconspicuous spot to 
see if it is harmful.

• Julien, a leader in 
commercial kitchen 
equipment, recom-
mends applying cleans-
ers with a soft cloth or 
sponge. Then wipe dry 
with a soft, clean cloth 
or allow to air dry.

Stainless steel 
remains a popular 
material in kitchens for 
sinks and appliances. 
With care, stainless 
steel can look like new 
for years to come.

Bathroom and kitchen make-
overs are some of the most covet-
ed and proitable improvements 
that can be made to a home. 
Installing new cabinetry, counter-
tops and appliances can trans-
form the look of a kitchen, but 
homeowners also must consider 
the functionality of design when 
renovating.

The National Kitchen and Bath 
Association suggests applying the 
kitchen “work triangle,” which is 
a concept used to create eficient 
kitchen layouts. The triangle com-
prises imaginary straight lines 
drawn from the cooking appli-
ance, sink and refrigerator. These 
are where much of the work in 
the kitchen takes place. The gen-
eral idea is that when the work 
triangle is positioned accordingly 
— with the three components in 
close proximity to one another 
— the kitchen is easier and more 
eficient to use. Homeowners will 
be able to move freely among 
these elements when they are 
placed at appropriate distances, 
reducing wasted steps.

The NKBA suggests following 
these guidelines to create efi-
cient kitchens.

• No major trafic patterns 
should cross through the triangle.

• The sum of the work trian-
gle’s three sides should not ex-
ceed 26 feet. Each portion of the 
triangle should be between four 
and nine feet.

• Avoid cutting through an 
island or a peninsula.

• If the kitchen has only one 
sink, it should be placed between 
or across from the cooking sur-
face, preparation area or refrig-
erator.

The work triangle is a sug-
gestion, not a law of design. As 
kitchens evolve and more people 
use them simultaneously, de-
signers may take certain liberties 
— even having multiple triangles 
at play. Homeowners should also 
design their kitchens so they 
function best for their own indi-
vidual lifestyles.

Kitchen layout can be just as 
important as the decor and appli-
ances within the kitchen.

How to create an effective workflow
in the kitchen

K
oi ponds can 
make for beau-
tiful additions 
to landscaped 

backyards or home 
gardens. While many 
people are drawn to 
koi ponds because of 
their aesthetic ap-
peal, there are many 
additional reasons 
for homeowners to 
consider installing koi 
ponds.

Ponds and water 
gardens can transform 
yards rather quickly. 
Ponds can add appeal 
to otherwise mundane 
yards and provide 
eye-catching, relaxing 
spots to sit and enjoy 
the scenery.

Koi ponds have 
recently fallen into a 
favor with homeown-
ers in North America, 
but these popular 
water features date 
back several centuries 
to Asia. Centuries ago, 
Chinese rice farmers 
began keeping carp in 
their rice paddies, and 
that practice eventual-
ly caught on in Japan. 
The ish started to 
breed and form slight 
color variations. Koi, 
often referred to as 
“Nishikigoi,” are actu-
ally descendants of the 
common carp, though 
the koi of today are 
more brightly hued 
and ornamental ish 
than carp.

Koi can become a 
low-maintenance fam-
ily pet. These ish tend 
to grow accustomed to 
having people around, 
and will often interact 
with visitors at the 
surface of the water. 
It’s not unusual to 
have koi beg for food 
or take food from a 
person’s hand. They 
also may tolerate some 
light handling. 

Another beneit of 
koi ponds is that they 
create a miniature 
ecosystem within the 
yard. When stocked 
with aquatic plants 

and other ish that 
can help keep mos-
quito larvae and other 
parasites at bay, they 
can sustain themselves 
quite nicely. Ponds 
also can attract birds 
and beneicial insects, 
such as butterlies 
and dragonlies. By 
implementing straight 

vertical walls on the 
perimeter of the 
pond and setting up 
some natural barriers, 
homeowners can avoid 
unwanted predators 
from disturbing their 
koi ponds.

Koi ponds also pro-
vide psychological ben-
eits. The sound of the 
water can be soothing 
and relaxing. Sitting 
by the pond may help 
alleviate stress, as un-
winding next to a pond 
and watching the ish 
can help individuals 
decompress. 

Homeowners who 
have koi ponds may 
also beneit socially 
from these eye-catch-
ing additions to their 
landscapes. Homeown-
ers may connect with 
others who share their 
passion for koi and 
water features. This 
opens up the opportu-
nity to share the land-
scape and pond with 
others, building new 
friends and relation-
ships in the process.

The beneits
of  backyard
koi ponds

Ponds and 
water gardens 
can transform 
yards rather 

quickly. Ponds 
can add appeal 

to otherwise 
mundane yards 

and provide 
eye-catching, 
relaxing spots 
to sit and enjoy 

the scenery.

SAYBROOK 
FEED & GARDEN 
• Garden Seeds
• Onion Sets
• Seed Starting Supplies

8023 South Depot Road
Saybrook | Ashtabula
440-969-1312

Saturday 8:30-3 • Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30

SPRING SAVINGS
REBATE EVENT

SPECIAL 
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE**

$200 - $400* MAIL-IN REBATES

ON SELECT TRACTORS
Hurry! Offer expires 4/30/17

 *  Rebate is based on the purchase of select Simplicity Regent™, Broadmoor™, Conquest™, Prestige™ and 

Legacy XL™ 2WD (Model 2691312) tractor models in stock. Eligible purchase amounts do not include 

attachments, accessories, dealer set-up fee or sales tax. Qualifying product must be purchased between 

3/15/17 and 4/30/17. Total mail-in rebate is in the amount of $200.00 (Regent, Broadmoor), $300.00 

(Conquest), $400.00 (Prestige), or $400.00 (Legacy XL). To receive the mail-in rebate in the form of a 

 

www.simplicitymfg.com. Submissions must be postmarked by 5/30/17. Rebates will be mailed in 8-10 weeks 

in U.S. and Canada. Briggs & Stratton or The Advertising Checking Bureau, Inc. are not responsible for lost, 

late, incomplete, damaged, misdirected, illegible or postage-due request/mail. No facsimiles or mechanical 

reproductions are accepted. Void where prohibited, taxed or restricted.

 ** Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See dealer for details.

www.simplicitymfg.com 170033B

ON SELECT TRACTORS
Hurry! Offer expires 4/30/17

LOUDERMILK 

TRACTOR & CYCLE

RT. 45, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

440-969-1211
loudermilks.net

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1965

LOUDERMILK TRACTOR & CYCLE

RT45

ASHTABULA, OHIO  44004

440-969-1211

loudermilks.net

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1965

LOUDERMILK 
TRACTOR & CYCLE

RT. 45, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

440-969-1211
loudermilks.net

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1965

Tackles the toughest terrain and
most challenging conditions that
require more power with a 26 hp**
Kohler

®
 V-twin engine.

• High-output battery
• Keyless engine start
• Fabricated deck
• Heavy-duty front
   wheel bearings

• Multi-Trac tire tread

• Front bumper and armrests

1 Offer subject to credit approval.  Some restrictions apply. See store associate for details.
* Product Price — Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be
 additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specii cations and programs are subject to
 change without notice. Images may not rel ect dealer inventory and/or unit specii cations.
** As required by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3600 RPM per SAE J1940 as
 rated by engine manufacturer.

© 2017 Cub Cadet

STARTING AT:
$5,99999*

STARTING AT:
$2,99999*

STARTING AT:
$54999*

STARTING AT:
$3,29999*

Delivers more of what counts,

with steering-wheel control

and four-wheel sttering for

unmatched stability.

Includes dealer-exclusive

Premium Performance Package

for unmatched comfort and

convenience features.

The i rst Cub Cadet walk-

behind mower to feature

selectable four-wheel drive for

easy navigation on any lawn.


