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Barley & Rye
patrons cheer
on bicyclists as
they make their
way through
the first heat
of the Mitt Crit,
a short event
through Barley
& Rye, The Mit-
ten and Sports-
man’s. The race
was put on by
the Shoreline
Cycling Club.
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DAILY NEWS PHOTOS

See video of
the bike race
and music festi-
val at
www.ludington-
dailynews.com.
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you looked at downto

Joe Sanders cheers on
bikers, including Mark
Alexander of Ludington
shown here, in the Mitt
Crit race around and

through downtown
Ludington businesses.

Blake Bentz hands out
chili to Doug Haan of
Grandville in front

of The Mitten. Haan
and his wife, Laurie,
and their friends Jim
and Rose Pratt, also
of Grandville, were in
Ludington Saturday
for Oktoberfest, enjoy-
ing the chili samples,
watching the Mitt Crit
bike race, and visiting
the Bell's Brewing Co.
craft beer and music
tent. Downtown busi-
nesses offered chili
samples as part of a
Chili Walk contest.
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Malinda Donnelly of Chi-
cago to Oktoberfest with
them.

They were happy Bell’s,
which they called Michi-
gan’s best brewery, had its
beers on tap.

“We're  big microbrew
fan,” Malinda said.

“We try to make it to Mich-
igan at least once a year,”
Mike said.

“It was beyond our expec-
tations,” Downtown Lud-
ington Board member and
Sportman’s/Barley & Rye co-
owner Julie Payment said.
“We talked to several hotels
that were full. If you looked
at downtown, the streets
were lined with people.”

Megan Payment, of The
Mitten and Barley & Rye,
came up with the new twist
on the annual event.

“We needed a different
spin to it,” Julie said. “Peo-
ple drove two, three, four
hours for the music and
craft beer festival.”

“The Mitt Crit was just
wonderful. I know people
are coming back for that.
The Shoreline Cycling Club
put it on and it was a ton of
fun,” she said.

“Overall, it went very well.
The bike race was incred-
ible, it looked like a lot of
fun,” Megan said.

The music and craft beer
festival by Bell’s drew 500
people to the tent set up
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next to the Ludington Fire
Department.

“That was our minimum
goal,” Megan said. “We’re
happy with the turnout for
the first year.”

With any new event, there
are changes to consider.

She said the board is
grateful for the partnership
with Bell’s.

“People identify with that
brand,” Megan said. “They
were a very obvious partner
for this type of festival.”

Bands played from mid-

Seth Bernard & The Family
Business was one of six bands
that jammed for the Oktober-
fest tent crowd Saturday night.

Christina Peck and her fiancé,
Scott Quiring, dressed as the

Cutters from the 1970s bicy-

cling film “Breaking Away."

afternoon into the night,
featuring local musician
Chad Rushing to kick off
the night, followed by
Gasta, The Northern Skies,
The Crane Wives, Seth Ber-
nard & The Family Business,
and Rootstand. The crowd
danced and sang along to
the music.

The bands alone drew a
good portion of the crowd.

“A lot of people came just
because of those bands,” Me-
gan said. “It just added to the
atmosphere and the event.”

Mike and Malinda Donnelly of Chicago, Jason and Sharon Thurston of Ada, and Sharon’s sister,
Joanne Toth of Novi, cheer Oktoberfest and the Thurstons’ anniversary Saturday.
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MISSED PAPER?

LET US KNOW

The Ludington Daily News
should be delivered to your
home by 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 7:30 a.m.
Saturday.

If you happen to be
missed, please call our
circulation department at

845-5183 x306
or
1-800-748-0407 x306

Please leave your name,
street address and phone
number on the recording
so we may deliver your
newspaper to you.
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12 weeks
24 weeks

Automatic debit $25.25 on
the 10th of each month.

If there is an error, contact
Steve Begnoche, managing
editor, by calling the Ludington
Daily News at 845-5181 x326.
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QUICK POLL

TELLING US WHAT YOU THINK

YESTERDAY’S QUESTION:
How do you begin the day?

9%
By heading off
to work

\

5%

With a run

20%
Hit the snooze

button, and
sleep!

66%
With a cup of
good coffee

TODAY'S QUESTION:
Do you carve a Halloween pumpkin?
Visit www.ludingtondailynews.com and
let us know.



