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Name, Location, Ownership 
1. Historic name: Wheaton-Alexander 

House 
2. District or area: Winchester Historic 

District 
3. Street and number: 71 Main Street 
4. City or town: Winchester 
5. County: Cheshire 
6. Current owner: Margaret Sharra, et. al. 
Function or Use 
7. Current use(s): multiple dwelling 
8. Historic use(s): single dwelling 
Architectural Information 
9. Style: Federal 
10. Architect/builder: Unknown 
11. Source:       
12. Construction date: ca. 1810 
13. Source: Research, Inspection 
14. Alterations, with dates: subdivided ca. 

1910; see text for other 
15. Moved? no   yes   date: N/A 
Exterior Features 
16. Foundation: granite 
17. Cladding: clapboard, novelty siding, 

vertical sheathing boards 
18. Roof material: slate; metal standing 

seam   
19. Chimney material: brick 
20. Type of roof: gable  
21. Chimney location: both ends, single 

interior; 2 in ell 
22. Number of stories: 2½  
23. Entry location: facade, center 
24. Windows: 6/6, 2/2, fixed 2 light 
 Replacement? no   yes  date: N/A 
Site Features 
25. Setting: Town Main Street 
26. Outbuildings: small shed 
27. Landscape features: Vegetable garden, 

mature trees and shrubs 

28. Acreage: 4.966 acres 
29. Tax map/parcel:  26/17 
30 UTM reference: 18.713785.4738355 
31. USGS quadrangle and scale: Winchester, 1:25000 
Form prepared by 
32. Name: Laura B. Driemeyer, Lynne E. Monroe 
33. Organization: Preservation Company 
34. Date of survey: June 2011
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39.  LOCATION MAP:  

 

40.  PROPERTY MAP:  
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41. Historical Background and Role in the Town or City’s Development: 

Overview 
The Wheaton-Alexander House, built ca. 1810, is located at the southwest edge of the original 
Winchester village in the town of Winchester.  For much of the nineteenth century the house was 
owned by (and frequently occupied by) two prominent Winchester families, the Wheatons (1837-
1866) and the Alexanders (1866-1898).  In addition, prior to its occupancy by the Winchester 
physician Christopher Columbus Wheaton (1801-1848) it had been owned and occupied by six other 
physicians who practiced in Winchester in the first third of the nineteenth century.  The scale and 
style of the house, in addition to the likely presence of one or two rooms attached to the main block 
to serve as a doctor’s office, made it particularly suited for the ownership and occupancy by the local 
physician.  In the early and mid-nineteenth century physicians typically occupied a prominent place 
in a community.  Their homes commonly had an office attached to the house, where the doctor met 
with patients when he was not visiting them in their own houses.  Between the mid-1860s and the 
late 1890s the house was owned by the Alexander family, descendants of one the original proprietors 
of the town.  In the late 1860s it was also occupied by one of the Alexanders, a successful tanner.  
During the nineteenth century, it is unclear what changes were made to the property but they were 
comparatively minor, at least in the main block.  The most substantial change occurred in the early 
twentieth century when the house was subdivided into two units with the insertion of two entries and 
the addition of a second stair in the original stair hall.  At least into the 1930s, however, it remained 
owner occupied.  The house is one of a group of large residences built in the early nineteenth century 
along the southeast side of Main Street, all of which remain extant.  Though each has undergone 
varying degrees of alteration as a group they represent in an important and intact early nineteenth-
century residential streetscape constructed in a prosperous New Hampshire town along its primary 
roadway. 

Ownership and occupancy, ca. 1810-1837 
For much of the first fifty-plus years of its history the house was owned and often occupied by a 
physician or their heirs, most notably from 1816-1866.  The original owner/builder has not been 
established but ownership of the property has been traced back to the early 1810s when it was owned 
by George Ripley (wife Lucy), a Winchester trader.  In July 1812 Ripley sold the property to George 
Farrington (ca. 1769-1816), the first of seven physicians who owned and occupied the house 
between 1812 and 1848 (Deed 1812: 64/132).1  Though the deed does not specifically mention 
buildings the price ($1,500) is consistent with later transfers when buildings are noted.  Farrington 
owned the house for less than two years before selling it and moving to Chesterfield where he 
practiced from 1814-1816 until his untimely death at age forty-seven (Deed 1814: 70/85; Hurd 1886: 
159). 

In November 1814 Jacob Holmes, also a physician, of Athol, Massachusetts, acquired the property 
with buildings for $1,740 (Deed 1814:70/85).2  Holmes owned it for just a month, however, before 
selling it to Lynds Wheelock, a Winchester merchant, in December 1814 (Deed 1814: 70/86).  
Wheelock, a successful trader who subsequently had a dry goods store in Keene, owned the house 
for less than two years (Child I: 230-31).  

                                                 
1 The Ripley deed mentions a deed with some agreement between Luther Alexander and Cole Parker, which has not been 
examined at this time. 
2 The slightly higher price is because the sale included not only the Main Street property with buildings but an undivided half 
of another piece of land, of over twenty-five acres. 
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In January 1816 Horace Chapin, a Winchester physician, acquired the property from Wheelock for 
$1,400 (Deed 1816: 68/487).  Chapin was the first of five physicians to own and occupy the house 
between 1816 and 1848.  After four years of ownership Chapin sold the property to Jacob Holmes, a 
Winchester physician (and previous owner), in September 1820 (Deed 1820: 90/179). 

In March 1825 Jacob Holmes (wife Thankful), by then residing in Athol, Massachusetts, sold the 
property to Willard S. Chaffin, a Winchester physician (Deed 1825: 94/418).  In 1830 the Chaffin 
household consisted of Chaffin (age 30-39), his wife Thankful (age 20-29), two females under the 
age of five, and another female (age 60-69) (Census 1830).  Sometime in the early to mid-1830s 
Chaffin sold the house to another physician, Philemon Stacy (ca. 1801-1890) (Massachusetts Vital 
Records (MVR) 1890: Book 409, Page 435), who practiced in Winchester for less than five years.  
Stacy, who subsequently practiced in Hadley, Massachusetts, was born in New Salem, 
Massachusetts, and was an 1825 graduate of Brown University Medical School (Parsons 1881: 58; 
MVR 1890: Book 409, Page 435; Sylvester 1905: 444).   

The Wheaton Ownership and Occupancy, 1837-1866 
The Warwick, Massachusetts, widow Abigail Wheaton acquired the property from Stacy in 
November 1837 (Deed 1837: 133/259).  The deed notes the property had formerly been occupied by 
Willard S. Chaffin before Stacy acquired it.  This sale initiated ownership by the Wheaton family, 
establishing the longest ownership in the house’s history to that time, lasting nearly thirty years.  
Mrs. Wheaton never resided there; rather her son Christopher Columbus Wheaton (1802-1848) and 
his young family lived in the house, where he established and maintained his medical practice until 
his untimely death in 1848 at the age of forty-six (MVR to 1850, Athol: 95, 227).  By 1840 the 
household consisted of Dr. Wheaton, his wife Mary, and three young children (two girls, one boy) 
(Census 1840). 

Wheaton, a graduate of Amherst College (Class of 1828), was born in 1801 in Leicester, 
Massachusetts.  He attended Chesterfield Academy to prepare for college.  His medical training 
included studying with a physician in Royalston, Massachusetts, one-year at Bowdoin Medical 
School in Brunswick, Maine, and studying in Hanover, New Hampshire (Montague 1883:51).  Upon 
completion of his studies he practiced in Royalston with a local doctor until 1835, then in 
neighboring Richmond, New Hampshire, for two years before moving to Winchester, possibly at the 
behest of the Alexander family (Montague 1883:51).  Wheaton had married Mary Sibley (1810-
1888) of Athol, Massachusetts, in June 1835.  The Wheatons ultimately had five children, all but one 
of who were born after they moved to Winchester (Mary E., born ca. 1836; Emily M. born ca. 1837; 
Henry K. [ca. 1839-1901]; Abby J., born ca. 1844: and Ellen M., born ca. 1847). 

In addition to being the home for Wheaton and his young and growing family, the house would also 
have housed his medical practice, as would have been the case with earlier physicians who lived in 
the house.  In the first half of the nineteenth century physician’s offices typically occupied the front 
room or parlor or a two-room space used as a waiting room and examination room, often attached to 
the main block of the house.  While later changes to the interior have obscured some earlier finishes, 
it is likely that the one-story space on the rear of the main block was used as the doctor’s office; it 
rests on a granite foundation that is contiguous with the main block, indicating that it was 
constructed at the same time to serve a specific purpose, however, this can only be conjecture 
without forensic investigation.  Of course, the doctor would also have frequently traveled to the 
homes of his patients.  Dr. Wheaton was trained during a time of transition in medicine, as 
physicians' methods began to move away from older practices such as blood letting and the 
administering of what were in fact toxic substances to treat illnesses, such as mercury  
(http://rosemelnickmuseum.wordpress.com/2009/03/11/19th-century-doctors-in-the-us/ (accessed 22 
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June 2010).  Wheaton’s extensive probate includes a detailed inventory of the house and its contents.  
Many of the items listed relate to his medical practice including 149 volumes of medical books 
($50), instruments for broken limbs ($5.00), a box of dentist tools and teeth ($50), thirteen catheters 
($5.00, one case surgical instruments ($4.00), one case cupping instruments ($3.00), one Galvanic 
Battery ($3.00), a pill machine (75¢), and lot of medicine ($30) (Probate 1848: Docket 691).3  In 
addition, the probate documents reveal the extent of his presence in the town, evidenced by the 
lengthy list of debtors and creditors to his estate, over 200.  The lists show that the local economy 
still worked to a large extent with debts and credits, rather than as a cash economy. 

Not until April 1844, just four years before his death, did Wheaton acquire title to the property from 
his mother (1844: 151/143).  At the time of the sale, however, he promptly mortgaged the property 
back to his mother for $1,200 (Deed 1844: 151/144).4  Then in September 1849, after Dr. Wheaton’s 
death, his mother transferred the mortgage to Wheaton’s widow Mary for $610 (Deed 1849: 
167/529).  In November of that same year Mary took possession of the premises by foreclosing on 
the property as the conditions in the mortgage had been broken (Deed 1849: 167/529). 

The Wheaton family remained in the house for at least fifteen years after the doctor’s death.  In 1850 
the household included his widow Mary and their five children.  Also living in the house is Rosella 
Wheaton (age 19) though her relationship to the family has not been established.  The Wheatons 
shared the house with the young physician and Vermont native S. T. C. Washburn (age 28), who 
may have been studying with Dr. Wheaton before his death.  Three members of the Ballou family 
also lived in the house: Emma (age 21), Harriet (age 21), and Wesley (age 19), a laborer.  By 1860 
the house contained two households.  Mary Wheaton and three of her daughters (Mary E., age 24; 
Emily M., age 22; and Ellen M., age 13) lived in one part of the house and the other household in the 
house was the Norton E. Pratt family.  Pratt, a painter, lived there with his wife and two teenage 
daughters.  The family had a young servant (Census 1860).  As of 1870 Mary Wheaton had moved 
to North Providence, Rhode Island, and was living with her son Henry K. (Census 1870).   

Alexander Family Ownership and Occupancy, 1866-1898 
In January 1855 Mary Wheaton had mortgaged the property for $500 to Lemuel H. Alexander 
(1802-1883), a leather-belt manufacturer and descendant of one of Winchester’s original proprietors, 
Ebenezer Alexander, (182/393; Census 1870).  This was not the first interaction between the 
Wheatons and Alexanders.  Lemuel had been closely involved with the Wheaton family following 
the death of Dr. Wheaton.  He was appointed the guardian of the five Wheaton children after their 
father’s death (Probate 1848: Docket 705).  In addition, Lemuel was related to Luther Alexander 
(1778-1821) and his son Edward (1814-1897), who lived in the Alexander House located just 
southeast of and adjacent to the Wheaton House; the exact relationship between the Wheatons and 
Alexanders has not been established, however.  Eleven years after mortgaging the property Mary 
Wheaton quitclaimed title to Charles H. Alexander (1839-1897), Lemuel’s oldest son, for just $350.  
By 1870, Lemuel was living in the house as Charles lived in Philadelphia (Census 1870; Walling 
1877).  By 1880 Lemuel had moved to Philadelphia to live with his son Charles (Census 1880).  

                                                 
3 The probate records provide an excellent window into mid-nineteenth century life in Winchester and how interconnected 
people were with each financially, through a system of debits and credits.  In addition, his probate is so lengthy because he 
died intestate, had five minor children, owned real estate, was owed money, and had debts.  For a good explanation on why a 
person’s estate is probated, see Izard 1997. 
4 This was for two parcels, the Main Street property, and an undivided fifth part of some pasture land.  There were ten 
promissory notes accompanying the mortgage but the amount of each is not given.  Wheaton’s probate, however, indicates 
four were for $150 and five for $100, with some payment every year over a ten-year period.  [Probate 1848, Docket 691, 
Cheshire County] 
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Though Charles continued to own the house it has not been established who was living in the house, 
after Lemuel moved out. 

The property finally passed out of Alexander ownership in the late 1890s.  The new owner, Oren B. 
Curtis acquired the property in 1898 from the estate of Charles H. Alexander (Deed 1898: 316/554).  
It appears, however, that he may have been occupying the house since at least the early 1890s as his 
name is listed on the 1892 Hurd map as the “owner.”  Curtis owned and occupied the house until 
1912.  In 1900 the sixty-one-year-old Curtis lived in the house with his wife Dora.  His occupation is 
unknown (Census 1900).  He may have been the one to make the interior changes, converting it to a 
duplex with the insertion of two front entries.  In 1910 the house has two households—Curtis and his 
wife and the John T. Columb family (Census 1910).   

Ownership and Occupancy, 1912-present 
In 1912 Curtis sold the property but the new owner, Albert G. Bushey owned it for only two years 
before selling it to Cora (Martin) (1871-1943) and Samuel H. Hammond (1870-1937) (Deed 1914: 
368/423).  The Hammonds lived in the house and by 1920, Fred E. and Martha O. Doty, a middle-
aged couple rented the second unit in the house.  Hammond was a teamster with his own team.  Fred 
Doty worked as a sawyer in one of the local box shops (Census 1920).  The Hammonds owned and 
lived in the house into the late 1930s.   

The now widowed Cora Hammond sold the property in 1937, to E. Austin and Blanche Tacy of 
Winchester (Deed 1937: 472/19).  Since that time the house has been both owner-occupied and a 
rental property.  In the middle decades of the twentieth century owners included the Tacys (1937-
1943), Carl A. and Nettie I. Fisher (1943-1947), William J. and Gladys E. Dodenhoff (1947-1949), 
Ernest S. and Anna Beaton (1949-1953), Mary Betza (1954-1964), and Francis A. and Wanda J. 
Cherrier (1964-1967) (Deed 1943: 504/357; Deed 1947: 530/518; Deed 1949: 552/534; Deed 1964: 
726/100; Deed 1967: 767/399; Deed 1967: 767/400).  Since the late 1960s the house has changed 
ownership about five times.  The current owners acquired the property in 2008 (Deed 2008: 
2487/211). 

Nineteenth-Century Winchester 
The early nineteenth-century housing stock in Winchester is characteristic of prosperous New 
Hampshire towns located on major waterways.  The town was incorporated in 1753 and by 1767 the 
population totaled 428 (Hurd 1886: 578).  However, it was in the early decades of the nineteenth 
century that the town grew and prospered significantly.  The population increased every decade 
between 1780 and 1850, from 1103 to 3296 with the greatest period of growth in the nineteenth 
century (Hurd 1886: 578).  The town’s prosperity derived from its location on the Ashuelot River, 
and its several tributaries, all important sources of waterpower for small-scale manufactories.  By 
late 1810s the town had four grain mills, nine saw mills, three clothing manufactories, one carding 
machine mill, one cotton factory, two distilleries, and two stores.  The presence of fertile farm land 
was also a primary economic base.  Main agricultural products were hay, corn, oats, rye, potatoes, 
and some wheat, barley, and buckwheat (Hurd 1886: 582).  In addition, the presence of two 
turnpikes in the village center brought travelers and individuals transporting goods.  The NH 
Turnpike, the sixth turnpike, established in 1802, ran linked Brattleboro, Vermont, and Warwick, 
Massachusetts, running through Winchester and Hinsdale (Carrigain 1816; Merrill 1817: 10-11).  
This is now essentially Warwick Road/NH 78, coming from Massachusetts.  The Ashuelot Turnpike, 
essentially the present-day Richmond Road/NH 119 essentially was established in 1807.  It ran from 
Winchester east through Richmond to Fitzwilliam (Carrigain 1816; Merrill 1817: 11).      
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The town’s expansion prompted the need for at least one physician and the town was successful in 
attracting a number of well-educated individuals with the medical training needed to treat the 
increasing population.  The construction of the Wheaton House ca. 1810 corresponds to the early 
stages of this growth and development.  In addition, three other houses were built along the southeast 
side of Main Street in the same period, creating an early nineteenth-century residential streetscape.  

The town continued to prosper in the second half of the nineteenth century, though at less rapid pace 
than the first half of the century.  Ashuelot Railroad arrived 1850 and initially contributed to 
population increase.  The route followed the river, and with three stations in town (Winchester, 
Ashuelot, and Pisgah) (Hurd 1886: 579).  By the 1870s the town ranked second in population, 
wealth, and value of manufactured goods in the county (Dodge 1874: 374).  By that time Winchester 
Village was described as “very pleasant, with wide, shaded streets and many fine dwelling houses.”  
In addition to three churches, a large grade school, two banks, lawyers, physician and dentist offices, 
the town also had over 100 dwelling houses (Fogg 1874: 374).   

By the 1880s Winchester village had twenty stores, eight manufactories (boxes, pails and buckets), 
three blacksmith shops, two livery stables, a hotel, two lawyers, one dentist, and four physicians 
(Hurd 1886: 579).  The pail and bucket manufacturer was Dickenson, Seaver & Co., employing 
thirty-five persons.  Dickenson & Baker mill produced dimensioned lumber, employing twenty 
persons.  An important industry was box manufacturing.  A. M. Howard’s Box Manufactory 
employed thirty persons.  A second, smaller box manufacturer, Norwood & Company, employed 
fifteen hands (Hurd 1886: 579). 

In the first half of the twentieth century the population remained steady at roughly 2,200.  Farming 
remained an important occupation as did a number of small-scale manufactories.   

 

42. Applicable NHDHR Historic Contexts: 
95. Medicine and hospitals in New Hampshire 

98. Architecture in New Hampshire, 1623-present 
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43. Architectural Description and Comparative Evaluation: 
The Wheaton House, ca. 1810, is located on the southeast side of Main Street/N.H. Route 10/N.H. 
Route 119, at the southwest edge of the historic village of Winchester, the town center, and now the 
Winchester Historic District.   

 
Winchester Historic District showing contributing (C) and noncontributing properties (NC) and 

location of the Wheaton-Alexander House at 71 Main Street (arrow) 
 

The Winchester Historic District consists of the historic civic and commercial core along Keene 
Road/Main Street with residences at the northerly and southern ends along those roads and a few 
cross streets.  The form and style of the Wheaton House is characteristic of those built for and by a 
town’s more prosperous residents in the early nineteenth century.  The Federal style, two-story-plus-
attic house is five bays wide and a single pile deep; a deep, one-and-a-half- story rear ell augments 
the main block, creating an L-shaped footprint.  A one-story, shed-roof volume extends from the 
southwest half of the rear (southeast) elevation of the main block resting on a granite block 
foundation the same as the main block.  The rear ell is extended by a one-story, shed-roofed addition 
set on a concrete block foundation.  In the nineteenth century and until sometime after 1935, a hip-
roofed carriage barn was sited perpendicular to the rear ell, attached only to its south corner 
(Sanborn 1924, updated 1935).  On the façade a full-width enclosed porch, added after 1935, wraps 
around the depth of the northeast gable end (Sanborn 1924 updated 1935).  The porch, with a center 
entry, obscures the added paired entries.  Interior brick fireplace chimneys straddle the roof ridge at 
each gable end.  Two stove chimneys rise above the roof of the ell.  One, on the southwest slope of 
the ell, near the one-story shed-roofed addition on the rear of the house may have provided heat for 
that space which is presumed to have been a doctor’s office.  The second, now with stucco covering 
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the brick, is roughly centered on the ell, straddling the ridge and was likely the original kitchen 
fireplace chimney.   

Built as a single-family house the house was subdivided in the early twentieth century into two units.  
Late in the twentieth century the southeast end of the rear ell, originally an unfinished, utilitarian 
space was converted to an apartment. 

The main block rests on granite block underpinnings and rises two stories to a gable roof clad with 
slate.  The northwest half of the rear ell has a standing seam metal roof; slate tiles cover the 
southeast half of the ell.  Clapboard sheathing covers the main block and both elevations of the 
northwest half of the ell.  The southeast end of the ell has clapboard sheathing on the northeast 
elevation and painted vertical sheathing boards that have cut arched openings on the southwest 
elevation.  The front porch is sheathed with novelty siding.  The only trim is thin corner boards, 
raking cornices on the gable ends, and a molded bed molding under the boxed eaves.  

The symmetrical fenestration of the main block consists of 6/6 double-hung sash (but with multiple 
muntin profiles suggesting at least two periods of construction) with plain board trim.  At the 
second-story level is a centered 6/6 sash window with blind shuttered side lights and a blind semi-
circular arch suggesting a Palladian window.  The blind arch and sidelights feature thin raised 
moldings suggestive of patterned lead muntins seen in builder’s guides from the period.  In the 
pedimented gable ends pairs of narrow 4/4 double-hung sash windows provide light to the mostly 
unfinished attic space.  The one-story addition, however, has 2/2 double-hung sash windows.  The 
rear ell features a mixture of window sizes and types including 2/2 double-hung sash, two-light fixed 
sash and a six-light fixed sash at the knee wall level, and double vinyl 6/6 sash on the gable end and 
in two of the arched openings. Triple-track storms and screens cover many of the windows of the 
main block.  The center entry of the porch is flanked by rows of 1/1 windows, framed in groups of 
three, that continue along the northeast elevation.   

In addition to the front entry, the house features three secondary entrances in the rear ell.  One, on 
the northeast elevation is now largely screened by overgrown shrubbery but features an early 
twentieth-century door.  A recessed porch, accessed by two large granite stone steps on the 
southwest elevation leads to both the kitchen and to the modern finished apartment in the southeast 
end of the ell.  In addition, there is a modern door on the northeast elevation of the rear ell addition.  
A metal bulkhead on the southwest side of the ell provides exterior access to the partially excavated 
cellar. 

The original plan of a center stair hall flanked by large heated rooms was modified in the early 
twentieth century when the house was subdivided into two units.  Paired front entries replaced the 
original center entry and Federal style frontispiece.  Evidence of sidelights and the outline of the 
frontispiece remain evident on the exterior of the westerly doorway.  The center hall was altered 
with the addition of a second stair, along the original southwest hall wall.  The original stair was 
kept, though a wall replaced the original balustrade.  A flight of stairs to the basement was added 
under the new stairway.  The original hall wall, with plaster above wainscoting remains in place 
under the added stair. 

The best preserved room is the original best room or parlor on the southwest side of the house.  
Original period detail includes plaster walls above the chair rail and wainscoting, the fireplace 
surround and overmantel, a molded cornice, boxed corner posts, window and door trim, and four-
panel doors with early hardware.  A doorway on the southeast wall leads to a small, rectangular 
room located in the one-story, shed-roofed space.  The door is an original four-panel door and the 
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trim resembles that elsewhere in the room, suggesting the space is original.  In fact it likely was used 
as an office by the doctors.   

The northeast first-floor room also retains some original period finish, including wide floor boards, 
chair rail, fireplace surround, and overmantel.  A wall was added at some date southeast of the 
chimney to subdivide the original single room into two.  The rear ell is accessible from the southwest 
room through an added doorway and from the subdivided room.  Most of its finishes are early 
twentieth century, including beaded board wainscoting. 

The second floor plan of the main block largely resembles the first-floor plan, with the northeast 
room also subdivided.  The rooms have some period finishes including wide-board flooring.  Two of 
the rooms have grained four-panel Greek Revival doors.  

In the attic, the southwestern two-thirds remain unfinished.  The northeast end, however, contains a 
finished space with plaster on sawn lath, likely dating to the early twentieth century.  The roof 
framing indicates that the roof was replaced for some reason, possibly due to damage of some sort as 
the volume is not substantially different from that indicated on the bird’s-eye map.  The frame uses 
circular sawn lumber for the rafters which are placed two feet on center nailed into the original 
timber frame.  The mortise pockets in the beams show the pattern of rafters in the original roof.    

The 4.966 acre parcel is a narrow rectangle with minimal frontage on Main Street, extending back 
from the street.  It is flat, with large expanses of lawn interspersed with mature deciduous and confer 
trees, including apple trees.  Mature bushes and plants obscure the foundation and screen much of 
the enclosed front porch that wraps around the northeast side of the main block.  The Ashuelot 
River, an important source of water power in the nineteenth century in New Hampshire, runs parallel 
to the street opposite the house.  About 1000 feet southwest of the house the river turns sharply west, 
at a point known historically as The Bow, on its way to eventually flowing into the Connecticut 
River.  Just southwest of this property Miry Brook flows into the Ashuelot River.  Mature confers 
along the southwest side of a paved driveway adjacent to the house screen it from the modern 
building located on the adjoining southwest parcel.   

The house is set back from the street roughly thirty feet, conforming with the setbacks of several 
neighbors to the northeast.  An asphalt driveway runs from the street along the southwest side of the 
house to an unpaved area.  Adjacent to this is a rectangular paved pad.  In addition, the outline of 
part of the foundation of the former carriage barn remains in evidence adjacent to the unpaved area.  
A paved driveway runs along the northeast side of the parcel, leading to the Alexander House, a 
large early nineteenth century house now reused as the town’s community center; crenellated stone 
pillars flank the driveway.  A sizeable fenced in vegetable garden is located roughly 30 feet 
southeast of the house; a small shed is located at the southeast end of the garden.  A line of mature 
shrubs and trees run behind the shed. 

 

Comparables 
In the early nineteenth century the Wheaton House was one of three two-story, five-bay, gable-
roofed houses standing on the southeast side of Main Street between the Congregational Church and 
Miry Brook.  All are still extant, though one was extensively altered in the late nineteenth century 
with the addition of a third story and Mansard roof.  This group constitutes a notable nineteenth-
century residential village streetscape at the southwest end of Winchester village.  A substantial two-
story Federal house, the Alexander House (now the Ellen Lambert Murphy Memorial Community 
House) is set back from and to the east of the Wheaton House is also part of this group.  In addition 
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to this streetscape, the Winchester Historic District contains a small number of comparable early 
nineteenth-century two-story, five-bay, center entry, gable-roofed residences built as fashionable 
houses, now with varying degrees of integrity.  Some retain their connected outbuildings and/or 
some period detailing such elliptical fanlight frontispieces.  Chimney locations include the rear wall 
of the main block or on the gable ends, as with the Wheaton House.  Some have later additions, such 
polygonal bays, though done within the historic period.  Others however, have replacement siding 
and/or windows.  The majority are located along Keene Road and Main Street, at the northerly and 
southerly ends of the historic district.  

Keene Road (Map 28, lot 44) Photos 43, 44 

This house is a well-preserved, substantial, two-story-plus-attic, gable-roofed house in the Federal 
style with later Italianate style alterations made in the historic period.  The house retains a high 
degree of integrity; period Federal style details include bilateral symmetrical, 6/6 sash windows, rear 
wall brick chimneys, modillion block cornice, and connected outbuildings (including the original 
carriage barn set perpendicular to the rear ell).  Italianate period details include the entry porch 
screening the double-leaf entry door and polygonal bay with 2/2 sash on the southwest elevation.   

Michigan Street (Map 26, lot 89) Photo 35  

This house, which may be slightly earlier than the Wheaton House and likely had a center chimney 
originally, is a two-story house with a gable roof, connected outbuildings, bilateral symmetry, and 
6/6 sash windows.  The Federal style entry and elliptical fanlight appear to have been modified but 
otherwise the house appears to be characteristic of an early nineteenth-century fashionable house 
commonly built for a town’s wealthier residents.  Like a number of houses in the historic district the 
house has replacement siding. 

High Street (Map 26, lot 93) Photo 31  

This house sits atop Meetinghouse Hill, looking southwest over the village, with the rear of the 
house along High Street.  It is one of a group of nineteenth-century house built on the hill with their 
facades facing towards the village below.  Generally contemporary with the Wheaton House, this 
house is characteristic of an early nineteenth-century two-story, gabled-roofed house with bilateral 
symmetry.  The integrity of the house has been compromised with rear additions, front dormers, a 
modern double-leaf entry (set within the now altered original Federal period entry which featured an 
elliptical fanlight), and replacement siding. 

Main Street (Map 26, lot 14) Photo 24 

This house, formerly the parsonage for the Congregational Church and now The United Church of 
Winchester church offices, is roughly contemporary with the Wheaton House and is one of a group 
of houses on the southeast side of Main Street that represent an early nineteenth-century village 
streetscape.  The house rises two-stories to a gable roof also clad with slate like the Wheaton House.  
Though the integrity has been comprised with replacement siding the house retains a number of 
elements common to early nineteenth-century high end housing including bilateral symmetry and its 
original Federal style frontispiece with fluted Doric pilasters, sidelights, and an elliptical fanlight.  
The windows are 2/2 double-hung sash windows.  The house no longer retains its original rear ell or 
connected carriage barn visible in the 1887 Bird’s-Eye. 

Durkee Street (Map 26, lot 16) Photo 22 

The Alexander House is a slightly earlier example of a high-end, early nineteenth-century residence, 
built 1804 by Foster Alexander.  The house is set back considerably from the street, on one of the 
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largest lots in the historic district.  The building, now the Ellen Lambert Murphy Memorial 
Community House, is a late Georgian/early Federal five-bay, gable-front house with a center entry; a 
second entry is centered on the southeast long elevation.  The house display a profusion of period 
detail including corner pilasters, pedimented frontispieces with semi-circular fanlights above the 
entries, and a Doric frieze.  The 2/2 sash windows are a later alteration but done within the historic 
period.  A Palladian window is centered above the northwest elevation.  A large barn with a cupola 
and a colored slate roof, built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, is located immediately 
southeast of the house; the outbuilding, however, has replacement siding. 

Keene Road (Map 28, lot 45) Photo 45 

This house, somewhat later than the Wheaton house, is a two-story temple-front house in the Greek 
Revival style.  The Doric portico supports the overhanging pedimented front gable.  The closed 
pediment has flush board siding with a centered oval blind screen.  Though the house has 
replacement siding and windows, the house still conveys its original form and style.  Other period 
detail includes the molded frontispiece with decorative corner blocks framing the blind elliptical 
fanlight.   

   

44. National or State Register Criteria Statement of Significance: 
The Wheaton-Alexander House, built ca. 1810, is not individually eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places, however, it makes a substantial contribution to the Winchester Historic 
District under Criterion A as an important example of the pattern of history of development of a 
New Hampshire town in the early nineteenth century in connection with the flourishing of small-
scale manufacturing along the Ashuelot River; and as the home and office of the local physician in 
the first half of the nineteenth century.  In the early nineteenth century in flourishing towns such as 
Winchester, with a prospering economy and increased population and development, at least one 
physician was needed.  That individual tended to be one of the town’s better known residents who 
commonly had an office attached to their place of residence. In addition, the house is one of a group 
of similar buildings constructed along the southerly end of Winchester Village in the early 
nineteenth century, representing a nineteenth-century streetscape, making the Wheaton-Alexander 
House also contribute to the Winchester Historic District under Criterion C as an example of a 
common fashionable early nineteenth-century building type.  

Criterion A: The Wheaton-Alexander House, built ca. 1810, is not individually eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places under this criterion, but it is strongly eligible as a 
contributing member of the Winchester Historic District.  The house is a representative 
example of a pattern of development in early nineteenth-century with the construction 
of substantial housing along a primary roadway in the town’s center to house the 
community’s more prominent members.  In the case of the Wheaton-Alexander House, 
it was the home to a number of physicians, typically a community’s better known and 
recognized residents, who served the medical needs of the town in the first half of the 
nineteenth century.  The Wheaton-Alexander House, however, because of later 
alterations, predominantly to the interior, does not retain sufficient integrity to 
individually illustrate this theme and thus to be individually eligible for the National 
Register.  The Wheaton House, however, represents an important contribution to the 
historic district and the nineteenth-century streetscape along the southeasterly side of 
Main Street at the southwesterly end of the historic Winchester village center.  The 
Wheaton House is the anchor to this group of buildings that represent a pattern of 
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development in a small, prosperous New Hampshire town with some small-scale 
manufacturing along a significant waterway.    

Criterion B: The Wheaton-Alexander House, built ca. 1810, is not eligible under this criterion.  
Though a number of the nineteenth-century owners and occupants of the house were 
prominent members of Winchester and played important roles in the medical care and 
economy of Winchester, none rise to the level of significance within the historic 
context, and the loss of integrity suffered by the change into a duplex affects the 
ability to associate the property’s historic use with its present condition.   

Criterion C: The Wheaton-Alexander House, built ca. 1810, a two-story, five-bay, single-pile house 
with interior gable-end chimneys in the Federal style, is not individually eligible under 
this criterion due to some loss of integrity for its primary period of significance in the 
early 19th century; it does however, retain more than sufficient integrity to be a 
significant example of this period in the Winchester Historic District.  The house is a 
representative example of a type, form, and scale of housing built in the early 
nineteenth century by a town’s more prominent and prosperous residents.  Owing to 
later alterations in the early twentieth century the house no longer retains sufficient 
integrity to embody the distinctive characteristics of this form and style of early 
nineteenth-century houses with rear service ells. As a part of the Historic District,  the 
Wheaton House retains sufficient integrity to illustrate the original form and style 
including gable end brick chimneys, framing on the first two stories, siding, window 
trim, many 6/6 window sash, corner boards, and the unique addition of the room that 
was likely the doctor’s office.  On the interior, original period detail includes plaster 
walls, wainscoting, chair rails, window and door trim, some four-panel doors and 
hardware, boxed corner posts, and in the best room a molded cornice, fireplace mantel, 
and overmantel.  The setting of the house, setback from the village’s main 
thoroughfare, at the southerly end of a group of three other early nineteenth-century 
residences constitutes a significant component of the Winchester Village Historic 
District streetscape. 

 

45. Period of Significance:  
The period of significance associated with contributing to the Winchester Historic District under 
Criterion A is ca. 1810-ca. 1860, when the house was frequently owned and occupied by a physician.  

The period of significance associated with contributing to the Winchester Historic District under 
Criterion C is ca. 1810 for its period of construction. 

 

46. Statement of Integrity: 
The ca. 1810 Wheaton-Alexander House retains elements of integrity of design, materials, and 
workmanship.  The interior gable end brick fireplace chimneys, 6/6 window sash (some with knife-
edge muntins), corner boards, pedimented gable ends, and painted wood clapboards all represent 
significant features of a two-story plus attic, five-bay wide, single-pile house in the Federal period. 
The room that was likely the doctor’s office has lost interior integrity, but it maintains its location, 
relationship to the extra chimney, and granite foundation.  Some of the rooms in the main block 
retain original period details such as wide floor boards, plaster walls, window and door surrounds, 
boxed corner posts, and at least one fireplace mantel.  The replacement of the original center entry 
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and elliptical fanlight (visible in the 1887 Bird’s-eye) and replacement with a pair of entries, the 
removal of the original or early attached carriage barn compromise the integrity of the design and 
workmanship, as does the addition of the full-width, wrap-around enclosed front porch.  The 
integrity of location and setting remains intact as an early nineteenth-century upper class residence 
located in a village center along a primary roadway but with a modest set back.  The house is one of 
several nineteenth-century buildings along the southeast side of Main Street.  The integrity of setting 
for use of the house as a residence and doctor’s office in the first-half of the nineteenth century is 
compromised however.  Though the house retains elements of form and style of an early nineteenth-
century high-end residence, frequently occupied by the town’s physician, the alteration of some 
interior spaces including the possible original office space, and the removal of the carriage barn 
compromises the integrity of feeling and association as an early nineteenth-century high-end house 
owned and occupied by the town’s doctors.  

 

47. Boundary Discussion: 
The boundary should be the entirety of lot 17, tax map 26 as within the boundary of the Winchester 
History District. 
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Surveyor’s Evaluation 
 
NR listed: individual  NR eligible:  NR Criteria: A  
 within district   individual   B  
    within district   C  
Integrity: yes   not eligible   D  
 no   more info needed   E  
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Historic Maps 
 

 
(from Anonymous ca. 1992) 
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1816 Carrigain 1816 map showing approximate site  
(from Anonymous ca. 1992)
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(from Anonymous ca. 1992) 
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(from Anonymous ca. 1992) 
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187 Bird’s Eye (Norris 1887) 
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(from Anonymous ca. 1992) 
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ca. 1930 Sanborn map, showing the carriage barn still present and lack of font porch (Sanborn 1924/35) 
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Current Photos 
Address: 71 Street, Winchester  Date taken: June 2010  Digital Photos.  Files stored at: Preservation 
Company 
 
 
Digital Photography Statement 
 
I, the undersigned, confirm that the photos in this inventory form have not been digitally 
manipulated and that they conform to the standards set forth in the NHDHR Draft Digital Photo 
Policy (3/1/09-1/31/10).  My camera was set to the following specifications: “fine” image quality 
(compression ratio 1:4) and “large” image size (3008 x 2000 pixels).  These photos were printed 
using the following: HP Photosmart Pro B9180 printer using HP Vivera pigment inks on HP 
Premium Photo Paper, glossy. 
 
 
 
Lynne Emerson Monroe, Preservation Company 
 
 
Digital Photo Log 

The photos for this project are named: 

WIN0022_01 through WIN0022_54 

where the first 7 digits are the survey number of the individual property and the last two digits are the 
photo number.   
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Photo Keys 

 
Exterior Photos: 1-9 
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Interior Photos 
 

 
First Floor: Photos 10-15 
 

 
Second Floor: Photos 16-17 
 

 
Attic: Photos 18-20 
 

 
Basement: Photo 21
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Comparable Photos: 22-54 
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Photo 2: Façade-detail of second-story center window Direction: n/a 
 

 
Photo 3: Northeast elevations of rear ell and main block Direction: SW 
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Photo 4: Rear (southeast) and northeast elevation, rear ell Direction: NW 
 

 
Photo 5: Southwest and southeast elevations, rear ell Direction: NE 
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Photo 6: Southwest and rear (southeast) elevation, main block, including one-story addition
 Direction: NE 
 

 
Photo 7: Southwest elevation, main block with one-story addition Direction: NE 
 



 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page P8 of P33 
 
INDIVIDUAL INVENTORY FORM   NHDHR INVENTORY NUMBER: WIN0022 

 
Photo 8: Rear yard with evidence of former carriage barn foundation Direction: S 
 

 
Photo 9: Rear yard, fenced garden and small outbuilding Direction: SE 
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Photo 10: First floor, paired front entries from interior Direction: N 
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Photo 11: Original front stair with added southwest wall, main block Direction: SE 
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Photo 12: Added early twentieth-century front stair, main block Direction: SE 
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Photo 13: Parlor (best room) with fireplace and doorway to one-story addition, first floor, main block
 Direction: S 
 

 
Photo 14: Northeast room, first floor, main block, with added wall adjacent to fire place Direction: E 
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Photo 15: First floor, inside stairway to basement, showing remnant of original center stairhall 
wainscoting and plastered and wallpapered wall Direction: W 
 

 
Photo 16: Best chamber, second floor, main block Direction: SW 
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Photo 17: Best chamber, door into hall Direction: SW 
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Photo 18: Attic, showing southwest gable end and framing Direction: SW 
 

 
Photo 19: Attic, floor boards, reused beams, and replacement rafters Direction: NE 
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Photo 20: Attic, added early twentieth-century finished room Direction: NE 
 

 
Photo 21: Basement, fieldstone foundation (early twentieth century?), and original granite underpinning
 Direction: SE 
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Photos of Historic District including Comparable Properties 

 
Photo 22: Alexander House (Ellen Lambert Murphy Memorial Community House), 20-21 Durkee 
Street, Map 26, lot 16 Direction: SE 
 

 
Photo 23: Main Street, Map 26, lot 15 Direction: SE 
 



 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page P18 of P33 
 
INDIVIDUAL INVENTORY FORM   NHDHR INVENTORY NUMBER: WIN0022 

 
Photo 24: Main Street, Parsonage (now United Church of Winchester offices), Map 26, lot 14
 Direction: E 
 

 
Photo 25: Main Street, Original Congregational Church (now United Church of Winchester), Map 26, 
lot 14 Direction: S 
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Photo 26: Main Street/Parker Street, Tax Map 26, lot 55 Direction: SE 
 

 
Photo 27: Winchester Town Hall (1 Richmond Road) and Conant Public Library (111 Main Street), Tax 
Map 26, lot 55 Direction: S 
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Photo 28: Center Church (Universalist), Michigan Street and Richmond Road, Tax Map 26, lot 91and 
houses on High Street on hillside above (Tax Map 26, lots 93, 94, 95)  Direction: E 
 

 
Photo 29: Michigan Street, Winchester Bank, Tax Map 26, lot 88 Direction: NE 
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Photo 30: High Street, Tax Map 26, lot 92 Direction: N 
 

 
Photo 31: High Street, Tax Map 26, lot 93 Direction: NE 
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Photo 32: High Street, Tax Map 26, lots 94 and 95 Direction: N 
 

 
Photo 33: High Street, Tax Map 26, lot 96 Direction: W 
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Photo 34: High and Michigan streets, Tax Map 26, lots 96, 97 Direction: SW 
 

 
Photo 35: Michigan Street, Tax Map 26, lot 89 Direction: NW 
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Photo 36: Michigan Street and Parkhurst Place, Tax Map 28, lots 47 and 48 Direction: N 
 

 
Photo 37: Parkhurst Place, Tax Map 28, lot 48 Direction: N 
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Photo 38: Parkhurst Place, Tax Map 28, lot 49 Direction: N 
 

 
Photo 39: 39 Keene Road, Grace Christian Fellowship, Tax Map 28, lot 40 Direction: SE 
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Photo 40: Mechanic Street and Keene Road, Tax Map 28, lot 41 Direction: SE 
 

 
Photo 41: Keene Road, Tax Map 28, lot 42 Direction: E 
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Photo 42: Keene Road and Parkhurst Place, streetscape, Tax Map 28, lots 40, 42, 43 Direction: NE 
 

 
Photo 43: Keene Road, Tax Map 28, lot 44 Direction: SE 
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Photo 44: Keene Road, Tax Map 28, lot 44 Direction: E 
 

 
Photo 45: Keene Road, Tax Map 28, lot 45 Direction: SW 
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Photo 46: Keene Road, streetscape, looking southwest to intersection with Richmond Road
 Direction: SW 
 

 
Photo 47: Keene Road, Tax Map 26, lot 53 Direction: N 
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Photo 48: Keene Road, Tax Map 26, lots 51, 52 Direction: NW 
 

 
Photo 49: Main Street and Keene Road, Tax Map 26, lots 28 and 51 Direction: NW 
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Photo 50: Main Street, Tax Map 26, lots 25, 26, 27, 28 Direction: N 
 

 
Photo 51: Main Street, Tax Map 26, lots 23, 24, 25-A, 25 Direction: N 
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Photo 52: 118 Main Street, Tax Map 26, lot 25-A Direction: NW 

 

 
Photo 53: Main Street, Tax Map 26, lots 19, 20, 21, 22 Direction: N 
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Photo 54: (107) Main Street, Tax Map 26, lots 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 Direction: N 
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