ADEMICS &
ACHIEVEMEN S

All high schools in the Iowa and Illinois counties
served by the Quad-City Times were invited to

nominate graduating seniors for Salute to Acade-
mics & Achievements recognition.

Students were selected in each category by their
schools. Information was submitted by high school

counselors. Students also were asked to write short
essays about the changes they expect to see in the

world in the next 10 years.

Nominees will be saluted on special pages in the
Q-C Area section on Mondays, Wednesdays and

Fridays.

Assumption High School

ASSUMPTION HIGH
SCHOOL, Davenport, has
selected these outstanding seniors
fromits class of 94 students:

Academics

FRANK AGNOLI, son of Frank
Agnoli and Marianne Agnoli of
Davenport, plans to major in
international film and media
studies at Loyola University,
Chicago.

Top achievements:

M Ranked st in class

M National Merit Commended
Scholar

M Acceptance into Loyola Uni-
versity’s interdisciplinary honors
program

“In the future, I expect to see
dependence on fossil fuels
decrease as we turn to alternative
power sources. Conflicts in Africa
will gain greater significance on
the world stage. Finally, the
United States will need tore-
examine and amend its policies
regarding Africa, the Middle East,
China and Mexico.”

BRIANNA SIMPSON, daughter
of Dave and Carol Simpson of
Davenport, plans to major in
forensic science at Pennsylvania
State University, State College.

Top achievements:

W Valedictorian
M National Honor Society
W ACT score of 33

“In the last 10 years technology
has improved so much. I expect
that in the next 10 years this will
continue, especially in the med-
ical field. New advancements will
be made in labeling genes and
using this information to find the
cause and cure to some diseases.”

The Arts

KATHLEEN HOIL, daughter of
Tim Hoil and Teresa Hoil of Dav-
enport, plans to major in theater
at Jowa State University, Ames.

Top achievements:

M National Honor Society
B MAC All-Academic, cross
country

M Junior Rotarian

“In 10 years, I see a world where
people are environmentally con-
scious. Alternative fuels will
power vehicles and factories, and
exhaustible energy resources will
no longer be as much of a com-
modity. Styrofoam and plastic
will be used sparingly, and busi-
nesses will utilize more environ-
mentally friendly products””

THOMAS RIEFE, son of Daniel
and Patricia Riefe of Davenport,
plans to major in visual arts at the
University of Northern Iowa,
Cedar Falls.

Top achievements:

M Honor Roll, 4 years
B MAC All-Academic, football
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B MAC All-Academic, wrestling
“In 10 years I plan to have gradu-
ated from college with a degree in
fine arts with an emphasis on the
visual arts. With this degree I plan
on working for a business as a
graphic designer or continuing my
education to become a professor.”

Humanities

AMANDA BANAS, daughter of
John and Kerry Banas of Betten-
dorf, plans to major in nursing
and psychology at Marquette
University, Milwaukee, Wis.

Top achievements:

M National Honor Society
M Knight Beacon editor
M Red Cross Club president

“Ten years from now, schools
will have continued to improve
their technology in order to keep
up with the vast amount of
resources essential to education.
Also, secondary languages will be
heavily incorporated into both
elementary and high schools to
provide students with cultural
connections and worldliness
necessary for success.”

STEPHANIE BLASER, daugh-
ter of Mark and Nancy Blaser of
Bettendorf, plans to major in
food science at Iowa State Uni-
versity, Ames.

Top achievements:

W National Honor Society secre-
tary

M Davenport Junior Rotarian

W 2008 Iowa All-State Band
member

“Ten years from now, the world
will be nearing the end of this

economic crisis. By what this
unstable economy will force us to
endure, I foresee a change in the
mindset of many people. The
hard times will remind us to
reconsider our priorities and set
more selfless goals”

Leadership

BRADY FRIEDEN, son of
Michael and Bridget Frieden of
Davenport, plans to attend Truman
State University, Kirksville, Mo.

Top achievements:

M National Honor Society
W MAC All-Academic, football
M First Honors

“Ten years from now I see
myself smiling and enjoying life.
Technology will have advanced to
benefit humankind rather than
causing its destruction. The
plentiful nations will use their
resources to assist countries and
citizens in poverty. Finally,
tomorrow’s students will have
seen these changes and foresee
more to come.”

JORDAN VERDI, daughter of
Joe and Laurie Verdi of Daven-
port, plans to major in pre-den-
tistry at the University of Iowa,
Towa City.

Top achievements:

M National Honor Society
M Student Council president
M Junior Rotarian

“I expect advances in technol-
ogy will provide interactive high
school classrooms, featuring stu-
dents with personal laptops and
other devices. These advances
bring about limitless possibili-

ties, such as downloadable text -
books, lectures, notes and imme-
diate feedback from teachers.”

Math/The Sciences

BRANNON FELLS, son of April
Fells and Brett Fells of Davenport,
plans to major in instrumental
music education at the University
of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls.

Top achievements:

M National Honor Society vice
president

W Assumption High School drum
major

M All-State Band

“First and foremost, I believe
that technology and science will
continue to progress in leaps and
bounds. A prime example would
be that the science community
will develop new ways to treat
diseases that we see as severe and
life-threatening today”

THOMAS HARRIS, son of John
and Ann Harris of Davenport,
plans to attend Augustana Col-
lege, Rock Island.

Top achievements:

M Academic All State, cross country
M National Honor Society

B Wendy’s High School Heisman
Award

“In the coming decade, I fore-
see a nation that will be more
diverse than ever. Though it may
be difficult at times, I feel our
country will become more unified
through its diversity. I also envi-
sion a much closer international
community due to the growing
impact of technology and com-
munications.”

Vocational Education

MARGARET CARLIN, daughter
of Patrick and Linda Carlin of
Davenport, plans to major in
community and regional planning
at Iowa State University, Ames.

Top achievements:

W 4.0 GPA
M National Honor Society
B MAC All-Academic, softball

“Inmy lifetime, many changes
have taken place in the world. I
expect that technology and med-
ical advances will continue to
change dramatically. Also, I think
communities will persist in going
green and becoming eco-friendly”

AUBREY CROWLEY, daughter
of Michael and Maureen Crowley
of Davenport, plans to major in
exercise science (pre-med).

Top achievements:

M National Honor Society
W DAR Good Citizen Award
M 1st Honors

“Iexpect to see people and fam-
ilies return to the basics of life,
especially with today’s struggling
economy. L hope to see people
slow the pace of their lives to
allow appreciation of the world”

Young Journalist

JESSICA ELIZONDO, daughter
of Sue and Dave Elizondo of Bet-
tendorf, plans to major in com-
munications at Elon (N.C.) Uni-
versity.

Top achievements:

M National Honor Society
M First Honors/4.5 GPA
M Junior Rotarian

“Within 10 years, countries will
be more unified. People will learn
problem-solving techniques and
ways of handling global situa-
tions. Technology will also play a
vital role in this advancement
process. The world gets smaller
every day, allowing more oppor-
tunity. People everywhere will
grow and learn having the Inter-
net and entire universe at their
fingertips.”

MARK RUSHEK, son of Carl
and Karla Rushek of Bettendorf,
plans to major in finance at the
University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor.

Top achievements:

M Ranked 4th in class
M National Honor Society
M Student Council

“Although the iPod will likely be
the size of a dime, the most sig-
nificant advancement will be the
nation’s development of a consci-
entious outlook on the world and
its resources. After years of prob-
ing, individuals will finally under-
stand the dangers of the environ-
mental issues and work to cease
their hazardous effects.”

KIMBERLY CENTER, Daven-
port, has selected these out-
standing graduates from its class
of 49 students.

Academics

JESSICA WESTON, daughter of
Brent and Amy Woodside of Dav-
enport, plans to continue her edu-
cation in Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.

Top achievements:

W Academic excellence
M First and second honors
M Business volunteer award

“Ten years from now I envision
an economically strong America
with many high quality jobs and
peace around the globe to uplift all
people and bring respect for all
countries. President Obamais a
positive force to make these things
happen. For me personally that
means a family, anice home, and
pursuing my dream of social work.”

The Arts

DEARIS BARBER, of Daven-
port, plans to major in business at
Scott Community College, Bet-
tendorf.

Top achievements:

M Student of the Week

M Honor Roll

M Perfect attendance, kinder-
garten-eighth grade

“T am glad to have graduated.
Currently, the economy is pretty
bad. It is hard to say how the
economy will be in 10 years, but I
think education will be even more

Dearis Andrea Arvis
Barber Skelley Thompson Quinn
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important and it will be even
more important for people to stay
in school?”

Humanities

DESIREE SKELLEY, daughter
of Patricia Skelley and Jeamme
Skelley of Davenport, plans to
major in nursing at Scott Com-
munity College, Davenport.

Top achievements:

M First Honors
M Student of the Week

“I'm looking forward to the
future. I'm sure that I will achieve
the goals I set for myself. The
future is what you make it.”

Leadership

ANDREA THOMPSON,
daughter of Beverly Boyd and

William Thompson of Davenport,
plans to major in informational
technology at Kaplan University,
Davenport.

Top achievements:
M Student of the Week
M Academic Honors

“The world has changed dra-
matically since I've been in school.
Kids are being pushed harder and
are facing more requirements to
graduate. When I was younger
school seemed less stressful.
Today the economy may look bad
but if you work hard to graduate
you will be closer to success. I
believe President Obama will pull
the country together again. Ten
years from now, I believe we will be
a strong and thriving country once
again. I'mlooking forward to a
bright future”

Math/The Sciences

ARVIS QUINN, daughter of
Danielle Howard and Bobby
Quinn Sr. of Davenport, plans to
major in nursing at Scott Com-
munity College, Davenport.

Top achievements:

M Student of the Week
M Honor Roll
M Graduating at the top of my class

“Iremember when I wasin ele-
mentary and junior high school, it
was fun and not as stressful. AsI
grow older and move forward in
high school, Irealized that it’s
very important to work hard. The
next 10 years are going to be chal-
lenging for me, but I really look
forward to the future and to suc-
ceeding my goals”

Vocational Education

CRYSTAL WENDELL, daugh-
ter of Tim Wendell and Melissa
Newsom of Walcott, Iowa, plans
to attend Scott Community Col-
lege, Bettendorf.

Top achievements:

M Graduating early
M Being able to support my son
M Having ajob

“In 10 years I hope to see
smaller class sizes so students
canreceive more individualized
attention. That is what I would
like for my son. I also believe that
10 years from now a college edu-
cation will be even more needed
in order to obtain employment.”

Young Journalist

APRIL HULL, daughter of
Bruce and Christine Hull of Dav-
enport, plans to major in business
at Scott Community College,
Bettendorf.

Top achievements:

M Principal’s award
M First Honors
M Art work published

“Changes I would like to see in
the next 10 years would be safer
schools. Shootings, fights, people
using drugs — these things are
not right! This happens every day
in our schools. We need to wake
up and do something about it. We
need to rethink how safe our
schoolsreally are.”



