
1. Enrollment: Includes all
students from the district who
attend the local schools,
county vocational high
schools, special schools for
the disabled, or who are incar-
cerated. The district is respon-
sible for the costs of educat-
ing all of those children.

On April 20, residents in most school districts will get to vote on their local district’s 2010-11 budget. By law, a “user-friendly”
version of the budget must be published in a local newspaper and posted on the school district’s Web site. The budget includes
information on where the district gets its funding and how that money is spent. Three years of data are shown for comparison.
Here’s a brief guide to understanding your local school budget.

How to read a school district’s budget

Advertised revenues: Where
the district gets its money.

Other information available online
Tax rate and levy: Shows the total amount to be raised
by local property taxes, the total value of all property in
the municipality and the tax rate. It is usually shown in
two parts, the annual operating budget and the debt
payment. The total tax rate combines both. A tax rate of
$1.00 per $100 of taxable value translates to $1,000 per
$100,000 of a property’s assessed value. Local proper-
ty tax bills usually include a home’s assessed value.

Salaries: The district’s online information also includes
the salaries and benefits of all nonunion employees
making at least $75,000.

2. Budgeted fund balance:
The amount of money the dis-
trict has left over from the pre-
vious year that will be applied
to the next year’s budget.

3. Local tax levy: The amount
of money raised for the budg-
et from local property taxes.
The district also may get funds
from other local entities for
services it provides.

4. Revenues from state

sources: The district’s state aid.
The state school funding
formula is used to set a base
amount called “equalization
aid” that is based on enrollment
plus other factors such as
residents’ income and property
values. Other funds subsidize
specific items such as handi-
capped services, transporta-
tion, preschool, and security.

5. Revenues from federal

sources: Federal funds are
awarded for specific programs to
help disadvantaged students,
disabled students and vocational
programs.

6. Repayment of debt: The district’s
annual mortgage and loan payments.
The cost is split between local
taxpayers (local tax levy) and state aid
(debt service aid).

7. Total revenues: Total amount district
will receive from all sources for all
programs and debt payments.

8. General current expenses: Where
all the money goes. Tuition and char-
ter school fees are costs charged to
the district for students who attend
other public, charter or special
schools. The total expenditures
number should match the total
revenues number.

9. Legal reserve: Amount the district has
set aside to pay for current or anticipated
legal settlements (not legal costs, which
are budgeted separately).

10. Per pupil cost: The comparative per-pupil
cost covers only the items listed, which all
districts have in common. It is not the total cost,
which also includes such items as transportation
and debt service.


