
For instance, a few
beaches and a bay south of
Ventnor, Ocean City started
selling this year’s tags last
Thanksgiving — in time to
put them on the Black
Friday shopping list for
people who want to make
sure they didn’t miss out on
a pre-season discount.    

But Gary Hink, the town’s
tax collector and beach-
badge boss, said when the
2014 tags went on sale last
November, beach fans had
more than six months to
buy them at the early rate
of $20 for a seasonal tag.
The cost doesn’t go up to
the full, summertime rate
of $25 until June 1.

And another bridge
south in Sea Isle City,
Mayor Len Desiderio said
his town also sells tags to
give out as Christmas pres-
ents — complete with cute
little gift boxes. Sea Isle has
a separate, special-edition
tag it sells on its annual
Polar Bear Plunge weekend
in February, and consis-
tently sells out 500 badges,
the mayor added. 

Then there’s yet another
limited-edition tag that
goes on sale the weekend of

the city’s popular St.
Patrick’s Day parade — and
is another steady sell-out,
Desiderio said.

Still, even if this summer-
centric business has
expanded its standard sea-
son into the cold-weather
months, Sea Isle does have
a few springtime traditions
to remind everyone sum-
mer really is coming.

“At the information cen-
ter, where we sell them, a
flag goes out that says
‘beach tags,’” the mayor
said — and a decorative
flag with that message
would have to be another
limited-edition item itself.

Plus when the city starts
gearing up for another sea-
son, “We send every tax-
payer a postcard that says
beach tags are now on
sale,” so people can order
them at the pre-season
rate, also $20. Tags go up to
$25 after May 15, but cus-
tomers can fill out the full-
color postcards — which
come complete with a
pleasant-looking beach
scene — to order their tags
at the discount rate and
then just pick them up
when they hit town for the
summer. 

Every town in South
Jersey has its own version of
an early discount — and
Cape May’s pre-season rate

actually just ended March
31, right about the same
time that beloved beach-tag
chair went up in Ventnor, 40
or so miles north.

But Ventnor and Margate
have the deepest discount
of all — and the two neigh-
boring, tag-reciprocating
towns also have the cheap-
est charges in all of New
Jersey. Tags are just $7
through May 31, they then
more than double, going
up to $15 June 1. 

And Howarth confirms
that a discount of 54 per-
cent or so is a very popular
incentive to buy early. In
round numbers, he figures
Ventnor collects about
$200,000 per year from sell-
ing beach tags — roughly
$160,000 of which comes in
between April 1 and May
31.

“I don’t even have to put
a sign out,” he said, stand-
ing by the lifeguard stand.
“Everybody knows what
this means.”

But now that the tags
have gone on sale, that
chair also reminds people
who love relaxing on the
beach that they’re now on
notice, on deadline.

When Joan Sporkin, also
of Ventnor, got to the City
Hall steps the other day, she
confirmed that she knew
the meaning behind the

seemingly out-of-place life-
guard stand.

“Oh sure — beach
badges,” said Sporkin,
although she added on her
way inside that she had no
plans to buy her tags this
early. “I have a few other
things to do today.” 

Still, as she started to
head back out the door, she
decided to take a quick
detour to the window
where the tags are on sale. 

“It will save me a trip
back — and I don’t want to

forget,” Sporkin said. “But I
wasn’t even thinking of it
yet.”

Back in Ocean City, Mark
Soifer — the city’s public-
relations guru, who’s locally
famous for knowing a good
promotion when he sees
one, or invents one — said
he hadn’t heard of a life-
guard stand being a symbol
to lure in beach-tag busi-
ness. But once he heard it,
he was intrigued by the
possibilities.

“We’ve never done that

as far as I remember,”
Soifer said. “But that’s a
good idea.”

Still, as she got to her City
Hall the other day, Ventnor’s
Emily Christian said that to
her, that stand really doesn’t
stand for beach tags at all. It
has a much deeper, higher
meaning.

“It means summer,” she
said, with a little smile. “It’s
time for summer.”
Contact Martin DeAngelis:
609-272-7237
MDeangelis@pressofac.com
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Casinos
ENGLEBERT
HUMPERDINCK, 8 p.m.,
Trump Taj Mahal, Mark G.
Etess Arena, $29, $39, $49.
609-449-5150.

GRETCHEN WILSON, 
9 p.m., Harrah’s, $45, $65,
$85. 800-2-HARRAH.

BUCKCHERRY, 8 p.m.,
Showboat, House of Blues,
$25, $35. 800-736-1420.

WHOOPI GOLDBERG, 
8 p.m., Revel, Ovation Hall,
$53, $68, $88, $98. 
866-823-4553.

JOE HOLIDAY ALL AGES
MAGIC SHOW, 6:30 p.m.,
Tropicana, The Comedy
Stop, $20, $10 children. 
609-340-4020. 

Comedy
BOB DIBUONO, BRIAN
MCKIM, PATTY ROSBOR-
OUGH, 9 p.m., Borgata
Comedy Club, Music Box,
$20.

KEVIN LEE, MIKE DONO-
VAN, JEFF RICHARDS, 
9 and 11:15 p.m., Comedy
Stop Cafe & Cabaret,
Tropicana, The Quarter, $27,
$25.

Events
ATLANTIC CITY SPORTS
EXHIBITS, “Hometown
Teams” and “Atlantic City
Experience: Devotion and
Determination,” 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., presented by the
Smithsonian Institution and
Atlantic City Free Public
Library, Noyes Art Garage
Stockton College, Wave
parking garage, 
2200 Fairmount Ave.,
Atlantic City. 609-345-2269,
ext. 3064.

SPRING FESTIVAL OF
FINE ARTS AND CRAFTS,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., artists,
crafts, exhibits, proceeds
benefit local charities, Music
Pier, Boardwalk and Moorlyn
Terrace, Ocean City, free
parking. 800-822-4112.

CUMMINS SCHOOL OF
IRISH DANCE, “Feis at the

Beach” Irish dance competi-
tions, 9 a.m. doors open, 
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. compe-
titions, Wildwoods
Convention Center, 4501
Boardwalk, Wildwood, free
admission. 800-992-9732 or
CumminsSchool.com/
FeisAtTheBeach

DIVERSITY WEEKEND,
“Bait & Swish: Punchline 
& Sinker,” 7:30 p.m. doors
open, 8 p.m. show, night of
comedy and illusion, hosted
by GABLES of Cape May
County, promotes diversity
in Cape May County through
comedy and magic, light
refreshments, cash bar,
overnight accommodations
available, Marq’s Pub, The
Marquis de Lafayette, 
501 Beach Ave., Cape May, 
$30, reservations required.
609-861-1848 or
GablesCapeMay.com

GARDEN STATE FILM
FESTIVAL, New Jersey’s
Premier Independent Film
Festival, features novice and
up-and-coming filmmakers,
actors and others in the film
business, panel discussions,
book signings, Q and A ses-
sions, educational pro-
grams, various locations in
Atlantic City. 877-908-7050
or GSFF.org

PAINT DOWNTOWN HAM-
MONTON, Plein-Air Event, 
9 a.m., 5 p.m. judging, artists
ages 18 and older, presented
by The Noyes Museum Shop
and the Hammonton Arts
Center, Downtown
Hammonton; wine and
cheese reception following
event, Hammonton Arts
Center, 219 Bellevue Ave.;
cash prizes, registration
required, $30. 
609-561-8006 or
NoyesMuseum.org/
artist.html

THE ATLANTIC CITY BEER
FEST, noon, more than 150
breweries, live music, culi-
nary demonstrations, semi-
nars, activities, exhibits,
Atlantic City Convention
Center, 1 Convention Blvd.,
Atlantic City, $55 advance,

$60 at the door, ages 21 or
older. Ticketmaster.com or
ACBeerfest.com

Nightlife
BALLY’S ATLANTIC CITY,
Park Place and Boardwalk,
Blue Martini — Savage
Men, 9 p.m., 609-340-2000;
The Lobby Bar — French
Vanilla, 10 p.m., 609-340-
2000; The Mountain Bar —
Late Night Alibi and DJ
Aiden Scott, 9 p.m., Vixens
and Party Pit Dancers, 
10 p.m., 609-340-2000. 

BORGATA HOTEL CASI-
NO & SPA, 1 Borgata Way,
Gypsy Bar — Generation
Next, LauraLea and Tripp
Fabulous, 609-317-1000;
MIXX — Sik Duo, 609-317-
1000; mur.mur — DJ
M.O.S., 609-317-1000.

CAESARS ATLANTIC
CITY, 2100 Pacific Ave.,
Dusk — DJ RI5E, 609-345-
3875; 21 Bar — DJ Be-Easy,
10 p.m., 609-345-3875;
Toga Bar — DJ Ed Smooth
and Toga Dancers, 10 p.m.,
609-348-4411.

GOLDEN NUGGET, Huron
Avenue and Brigantine
Boulevard, Haven
Nightclub — Tony Arzadon,
609-340-5111; H20 Pool 
& Lounge — DJ, 2 to 7 p.m.,
800-777-8477.

HARRAH’S RESORT, 
777 Harrah’s Blvd., Eden
Lounge — Funktion 11, 
9:15 p.m., 609-441-5165;
The Pool After Dark —
Jesse McCartney’s Birthday
Party, KOKO and Dnial, 609-
441-5165; Xhibition Bar —
DJ Murray Karma, 10 p.m.
and 3:30 a.m., DJ Freddie Z,
12:30 a.m., 800-242-7724.

RESORTS CASINO
HOTEL, 1133 Boardwalk,
Margaritaville — 2-Stilts, 
6 to 9 p.m., Band, 10 p.m.,
609- 431-4100.

REVEL, 500 Boardwalk, 
The Social — Don’t Call Me
Francis, 9 p.m., 609-572-
6488; Ivan Kane’s Royal
Jelly Burlesque Nightclub
— DJs, with Classic Women

Burlesque, 11:30 p.m. and 
1 a.m., Rock ‘n Roll
Burlesque, 2 a.m., 609-225-
9898; HQ Nightclub —
Cedric Gervais, 855-348-
0500.

SHOWBOAT CASINO-
HOTEL, 801 Boardwalk,
House of Blues Party Pit —
DJ Mike Lowry, 8 p.m.,
Ultrafuze and Dancers, 
10 p.m., 609-343-4000.

TROPICANA CASINO AND
RESORT, 2831 Boardwalk,
Anthem — DJ B-Easy, 
DJ Hook and DJ Luap and
D-Sharp, 609-576-5206;
Boogie Nights — 70s and
80s DJ Dance Party, 888-
940-7080; Providence, The
Quarter — Clinton Sparks
and June, 609-345-7800; 
Ri-Ra, The Quarter — Fame
& Fortune, 11 p.m., 609-348-
8600; Rumba Lounge, The
Quarter — Dancers, 10 p.m.,
609-340-4000; Cuba Libre,
The Quarter — Latin Floor-
show, 11 p.m., 11:30 p.m.
and midnight, 609-348-6700;
Firewaters — DJ Dance
Party, 10 p.m., 609-344-
6699; Planet Rose Karaoke
Lounge, The Quarter —
Karaoke, 8 p.m., 609-344-
6565; Tango’s Lounge —
Ann Michal, Johnny &
Sherena and DJ Ralph
D’Amelio, 609-345-7800.

TRUMP TAJ MAHAL CASI-
NO RESORT, 1000 Board-
walk at Virginia Avenue, Ego
— Almost Angels and DJ,
10:30 p.m., 12:10 a.m. and
1:50 a.m., 609-449-5138; The
Lounge at Robert’s
Steakhouse — Happy Hour
with live entertainment by
Doug Jennings, 8 p.m., drink
specials, 9 p.m. to close, 855-
500-ROBERTS; Scores —
Electric Fantasy, the city’s
new official Saturday Night
After-Party, discounted
admission 2 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
one-hour Scores’ Tantalize 
& Tease class, 7 to 8 p.m.,
$60 including two drinks,
Scores’ Seductive Pole
Dancing class, 9 to 10 p.m.,
$80 including two drinks,
855-500-SCORES.

Atlantic City 
TUN TAVERN, Live Music, 
8 p.m., 2 Convention Blvd.,
609-347-7800.

Bridgeton
TOWNE TAVERN, DJ, 694
N. Pearl St., 856-455-3474.

Cape May
CABANAS BEACH BAR
AND GRILL, X-Cluzive Soul,
9:30 p.m., Beach and
Decatur Avenues, 
609-884-4800.

HEMINGWAY’S, DJ, 9 p.m.,
Cape May Grand Hotel,
Beach and Philadelphia
Avenues, 609-884-5611.

THE UGLY MUG, Live music,
10 p.m., 462 Washington St.,
609-884-3459.

Galloway Township
BULLDOG’S BAR AND
GRILL, DJ Dance Party, 
10 p.m., 743 White Horse
Pike, 609-965-4433.

JD’S PUB AND GRILLE,
Live Music, 9 p.m., 45 S.
New York Road, 609-404-
9000.

RAM’S HEAD INN, John
Arnett plays piano, 4 p.m. 
9 W. White Horse Pike, 
609-652-1700.

THE SMITHVILLE INN,
Lenny Mitchell, 6 p.m., 
1 N. New York Road,
Smithville, 609-652-7777.

PITNEY PUB, Live music,
200 S. Pitney Road, 
609-241-8906.

Hammonton
DIDONATO’S BOWLING
CENTER AND COCKTAIL
LOUNGE, Karaoke, 9 p.m.,
1151 White Horse Pike, 
609-561-3040.

Margate
JOHNNY’S CAFE, Live
music, 9407 Ventnor Ave.,
609-822-1789.

BOCCA COAL FIRE
BISTRO, Brandon Ireland
Band, 9 p.m., 7805 Ventnor
Ave., 609-823-3663.

SOFIA RESTAURANT, Live
music, 7 p.m., 9314 Amherst
Ave., 609-822-9111.

STEVE AND COOKIE’S BY
THE BAY, Joe Mancini, 
7 p.m., Amherst Avenue,
609-823-1163.

TOMATOE’S, DJ Sparkles,
9300 Amherst Ave., 
609-822-7535.

Mays Landing
WATERING HOLE CAFE,
Seven Stone, 9 p.m.,
6494 Weymouth Road, 
609-625-9300.

Somers Point
CLANCY’S BY THE BAY,
DJ Nick Teti, 9 p.m., 
101 East Maryland Ave.,
609-927-6969.

THE CRAB TRAP, That 70s
Band, 2 Broadway, 609-927-
7377.

SANDI POINTE COASTAL
BISTRO, Ben Clayton, 908
Shore Road, 609-927-2759.

THE GRILLED CHEESE 
& CRAB CAKE CO., Live
acoustic guitar music by fea-
tured local musicians, half
price appetizers and spe-
cials available, 6 to 8 p.m.,
55 W. Laurel Drive, 
609-601-7533.

Upper Township
YESTERDAY’S TAVERN,
Live music, 9:30 p.m., 
316 Roosevelt Blvd., 
609-390-1757.

Wildwood
DOG TOOTH BAR AND
GRILL, Bluebone, 9 p.m.,
100 E. Taylor Ave., 
609-522-8383.

SHAMROCK CAFE, Pong
Tournament with $100 Cash
Prize, 3700 Pacific Ave., 
609-522-7552.

LA PIAZZA CUCINA,
Bittersweet, 4600 Pacific
Ave., 609-522-8300.

Kids
EASTER EGG HUNT, 
10 a.m., Lower Township’s
Annual Easter Egg Hunt, tod-
dlers and up to fourth grade,
Freeman Douglass Memorial
Park, 677 Route 9, Erma, rain
date 5 p.m. Tuesdsay. 
609-886-7880, ext. 0

Sandy
(Continued from B1)

Seasonal beach tag prices 
Municipality Preseason In-Season Discount deadline 

Cape May County
Cape May Point $22 (May 1 to 31) $27 May 31  

Cape May $20 $28 March 31

Stone Harbor $21 $26 May 31

Avalon $21 $26 May 31

Sea Isle City $20 $25 May 15

Ocean City $20 $25 May 31

Atlantic County
Longport $15 (seniors $5) $30 (everyone) June 15

Margate $7 (seniors $3.50) $15 (everyone) May 31

Ventnor $7 (seniors $3.50) $15 (everyone) May31

Brigantine $15 (seniors $8) $15 (everyone) May 31

Ocean County 
Long Beach Township $30 (seniors $5) $40 June 15

Beach Haven $30 (65 and older free) $40 June 27

Ship Bottom $30 (seniors $10) $40 June 1

Surf City Rated not yet established

Harvey Cedars $30 (seniors $9) $40 June 15

Barnegat Light $25 (seniors $10) $35 June 15


