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I
f you’ve ever had an eerie experience at a hotel, the 
latest iteration of “American Horror Story” is absolutely 
made for you.

Executive producer Ryan Murphy retains much of the 
ensemble cast – and adds such notables as music 
superstar Lady Gaga, Wes Bentley (“American Beauty”), 
“White Collar” alum Matt Bomer (directed last year by 
Murphy in HBO’s “The Normal Heart”’) and singer-actor 
Cheyenne Jackson – as the FX franchise begins its fifth 
round with the debut of “American Horror Story: Hotel” 
Wednesday, Oct. 7.

The new mystery references the show’s first season, 
which came to be subtitled “Murder House,” as the saga 
revolves around Los Angeles’ Hotel Cortez and its staff 
and residents ... plus two particularly questionable “guests,” 
the Ten Commandment Killer and the Addiction Demon.

“Hotel” is the first “American Horror Story” variation not 
to feature Jessica Lange, apparently, though Murphy has 
said “she’ll be back.” The many returnees include Kathy 
Bates, Angela Bassett, Sarah Paulson, Finn Wittrock, 
Chloe Sevigny, Denis O’Hare, Evan Peters, Emma Roberts 
(now also working for Murphy on Fox’s “Scream Queens”), 
Mare Winningham and Lily Rabe ... who appeared recently 
in ABC’s ”The Whispers,” and who reportedly comes to 
“Hotel” as Aileen Wuornos, the real-life serial killer Charlize 
Theron won an Oscar for playing in the 2003 movie 
“Monster.”

“We were really inspired by the idea of a hotel,” says 
Murphy, teamed again in making the new “Horror Story” 
with several of his usual producing partners including 
Brad Falchuk. “There was a surveillance video that went 
around two years ago that just showed a girl getting into 
an elevator in a downtown hotel that is rumored to be 
haunted, and she was never seen again. So that was 

around two years ago (when) we started thinking of this 
idea.”

Having earned an Emmy for her first season (and the 
show’s third), “American Horror Story: Coven,” Bates says 
she keeps re-upping because “one of the most exciting 
things – besides working with so many wonderful actors 
– is seeing it all put together, and seeing what everybody 
else has been doing in other scenes, and realizing that 
everybody is bringing their ‘A’ game. So to feel part of that 
is just a great honor, and to be among (these) actors. And 
you want to learn things from them, too.”

Other “American Horror Story” newcomers for “Hotel” 
include Max Greenfield (“New Girl”), Darren Criss (one of 
Murphy’s “Glee” stars), Madchen Amick (“Twin Peaks”) and 
Naomi Campbell. Murphy admits that in keeping actors on 
the series, the challenge each season is “to try and give 
them something different, something that is challenging 
to them. One thing that I do with the cast every year is I 
always say, ‘What have you always wanted to do, or what 
have you always wanted to play?’ So this is a cast that’s 
very involved in a lot of those decisions, but it sort of rises 
and falls.

“Some seasons, an actor will be specifically the lead. 
The next year, they’re supporting. Sarah (a recent Emmy 
nominee as conjoined twins in last season’s ‘Freak Show’) 
has gone through that experience. Kathy has gone through 
that experience on the show ... Angela as well. So I feel 
more pressure to just keep them around because one of 
the fun things about the show, I think, for the actors – why 
they love it – is they all have one-year deals. And after 
this season is up, they can go do other things. That’s what 
happened with Jessica Lange. She decided she wanted 
a year off to do a play (‘Long Day’s Journey Into Night’), 
which I bought for her. Stupidly.”

Editor's choice

BY JAY BOBBIN
Pictured: 

Lady Gaga

http://www.fxnetworks.com/network-landing/fx
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How does it feel to have your own comedic stamp on 
“Dr. Ken” as its driving force?
Although my name is on it, I think of this more as an 
ensemble show. Just everything I’ve done in my career, 
like “The Hangover” and “Community,” has always been 
ensemble-driven. A lot of people ask me, “Is this (about 
a) workplace? Is this family comedy?” And I view this 
as an ensemble show, with the specificity based on my 
(previous) life being a doctor in an HMO.

When you were a doctor, how did others react to the 
fact that you also were a comedian?
I think patients were actually very surprised that I would 
do standup comedy on the side because, if anything, 
I overcompensated. I was so serious with my patients, 
knowing that I had a hobby that was based in standup 
... so if anything, it actually drove me to be even more 
professional and more serious. And when patients started 
finding out that I did standup on the side, because I was 
so intense as a doctor and I was always stressed out, 
(they) were like, “Good for you. You have a hobby. That’s 
amazing.”

How do you assess your career as a doctor in 
relation to your current one?
I was very happy working at an HMO. My wife still works 
part-time at the same HMO, and all my best friends are 
doctors. And my best man at my wedding was a doctor, 
still is. So, to me, this whole last six years of my life have 
just been this amazing bonus.
I was happy being the doctor from “Knocked Up,” much 
less what happened after “The Hangover,” which just 
changed my life from black and white to Technicolor. And 
then to have this (new show) being the apex, everything 
has been so wonderfully surreal. Everything is just such 
a happy bonus.

JAY BOBBIN’S Q&A

CELEBRITY
C
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of ‘Dr. Ken’ 
Friday on 
ABC

http://abc.go.com/


What did you draw on 
to create M-Chuck?
I drew on “Wahlburgers” 
(laughs). When I read (the 
script) and I saw what the 
relationship was between M-
Chuck and Cam – you know, 
she was his protector, right? 
So when I think protector, I 
think, “Who are the greatest 
protectors?” I’m like, “Oh, she’s 
like a mobster – in her own 
mind.” So it’s kind of like – not 
that I talk so mobster but in 
my head I kind of have this 
mobster bravado and ...

CELEBRITY
C

 Click or tap on icon for more!
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ERICA 
ASH
OF  
‘SURVIVOR’S 
REMORSE’  
SATURDAY  
ON STARZ

Is your character, M-Chuck, 
thinking of her good fortune 
as a ride to be enjoyed while it 
lasts or a permanent thing? 
I think for M-Chuck, she just takes it day 
by day. ... I think M-Chuck just takes it as it 
comes. I think M-Chuck is really grounded. 
She has not changed her personal 
lifestyle or herself, except for in the ways 
that are unavoidable. She’s clearly living 
in a much bigger house, she’s clearly 
dressing much nicer. She’s got access to 
a much better pool of girls and so she is 
enjoying the life but I don’t think that she’s 
married to the life. I think that if we were 
to go back to the way we were, I think M-
Chuck could handle it.

Attitude?
Yeah. I’m the Godfather. 
What are you going to 
do? So for me, that’s the 
energy that I pull into my 
character, and I think it 
actually is hysterically 
funny because she’s just 
this chick (laughs) who if 
she really had to get to 
scrapping with somebody, 
she might give them a 
run for their money. She 
probably wouldn’t win. 
And she’s like a big mush 
ball when it comes to real 
sensitive issues ... .

GEORGE DICKIE’S Q&A

http://www.starz.com/originals/blacksails
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What prompted you 
to make “I’ll Have 
What Phil’s Having”?
I had made a movie a few years 
ago called “Exporting Raymond.” 
It’s a documentary. I was asked 
by the Russians to go and help 
them turn “Everybody Loves 
Raymond” into “Everybody Loves 
Kostya” and we filmed the whole 
process. Now, PBS calls me and 
says, “We’ve seen that movie 
and how would you like to do 
a series like that?” And I said, 
“What do you mean ‘like that’ “? 
... “We just like the idea of you 
going places.” “So does my wife 
but how do you mean?” They 
said, “Do you have any ideas for 
you going places?”
And I said, “OK, yeah. I’ve had a 
fantasy for a good 10 years. How 
about a show where I go around 
the world and I show you where 
to eat? Because I know. Not only 
do I know but what I don’t know, 
I know the chefs who know.” 
So they said yes. ... They said, 
“We’re giving you six (episodes) 
on the air.” “What?” “We’ve been 
looking for a show with travel, 
food and humor.” And I just 
happened to be in the right place 
at the right time. So I stopped 
everything to do this because it’s 
a fantasy, a dream. It’s a scam, I 
think.
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PHIL 
ROSENTHAL 
of ‘ I ’ l l  Have What Phi l ’s Having’ 
Monday on PBS

So you get to travel and eat.
If somebody wants you to do that for a living? Yes, OK. So I call my brother and 
I tell him, “I got this show.” I tell him what it is, he goes, “Really? That’s very 
interesting. What are they going to call the show, ‘Lucky Bastard?’ ” That’s a good 
title, actually. We actually went with that for a while until PBS said, “You know, 
certain stations won’t show it if you call it that.” So it’s called “I’ll Have What Phil’s 
Having.” It’s based on the joke from the movie ... “When Harry Met Sally.”

 Click or tap on icon for more!

http://www.pbs.org/
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GEORGE DICKIE’S WHAT'S FOR DINNER
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When was the last vacation you 
took, where and why?
“February. Me and my wife and her whole 
family ... went to Italy for 15 days. I went to 
Rome, went to Venice, went to Florence. 
Checked out the Tuscany area a little bit 
and then we were up in the Barolo and that 
northern wine region up there for a few 
days doing some wine tasting. So it was, I 
would say, probably the best trip I’ve ever 
been on in my life.”

What book are 
you currently 
reading?
“I’m reading a Jack 
Reacher book. It’s 
the seventh one 
and it is called 
(”Persuader“). 
I’m trying to get 
through all the Jack 
Reacher books 
right now. I’ve 
become a big fan.”

What did you have for dinner 
last night?
“My wife cooked up this – it 
was a salad, potatoes, chicken, 
onions and peppers and then 
she makes her own dressing. It 
was just kind of a big salad bowl 
with everything kind of mixed in, 
so plenty of vegetables, some 
potatoes to get those carbs in 
and then some great chicken 
that she baked and seasoned up 
very nicely. ... She’s very good at 
cooking things out of nothing.”

What is 
your next 
project?
“My next 
project is 
‘American 
Airgunner.’ 
I’m leaving 
this weekend, 
actually, to 
start Season 
4 of ‘American 
Airgunner.’ ”

Food is often judged on taste and texture. One is as important as the other 
and the two must jive to obtain the desired overall effect.

So it’s no surprise that the conflicting sensations of biting into the pastry 
interpretation of a human finger on Food Network’s “Halloween Wars” left 
Rossi Morreale somewhat at loose ends.

“It was a pastry over the top of some sort of cookie type thing,” explains 
Morreale, the show’s new host as it opens its fifth season Sunday, Oct. 4, 
“so it made you feel like you were biting through skin and then biting through 
bone. ... It was like a scarecrow of some sort and the birds had kind of torn 
him apart. ... And so we had to pull the fingers off ... . We ate the fingers and 
it was delicious, (but) at the same time super creepy.”

As has been the case in previous seasons, five teams of a pumpkin carver, 
a cake artist and a sugar artist battle it out over four episodes as they create 
Halloween-themed displays to be judged by cake decorator Shinmin Li, 
makeup artist Brian Kinney and a rotating panel made up of horror icons 
Robin Atkin Downes (“The Strain”), Benjamin Papac (“The Walking Dead”), Bex Taylor-Klaus (“Scream”) and Elvira (aka 
Cassandra Peterson). One team is eliminated after each episode and the one left standing in the Oct. 25 season finale is 
crowned champion and awarded a $50,000 grand prize.

Sunday’s descriptively titled opener, “Infestation,” sees the contestants creating life-size rooms filled with all manner of creepy 
crawlies.

“In some cases, maybe you were supposed to be eating a roach,” Morreale explains, “and there was that crunchy kind of 
outer shell that you literally felt like you were eating some sort of creature – but at the same time it was always delicious. You 
know, that’s when you get a little bit messed up in your mind. It looks creepy, it feels creepy and then it tastes good. Like, 
what do you do?”

TEXTURE  
gets Morreale a l i t t le 
f reaked on Food’s 
‘HALLOWEEN WARS’

 Click or tap on icon for more!

http://www.foodnetwork.com/
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In HBO’s “The Leftovers,” which returns for its second season Sunday, 
Oct. 4, Carrie Coon plays Nora Durst, an upstate New York woman who 
lost her husband, son and daughter in the Sudden Departure, a global 
phenomenon that saw 140 million people inexplicably vanish from the face 
of the Earth.

To dial into her character’s mind-set and emotions, the childless Coon had 
to call on resources outside of herself.

“One of the things I did,” the 34-year-old Ohioan explains, “was read 
Sonali Deraniyagala’s book ‘Wave.’ She’s a woman who lost her family in 
the tsunami back in (2004). That was the closest equivalent I could find 
because her parents, her two children and her husband were just swept 
away before her eyes. And that’s the closest equivalent I could think of 
for Nora’s situation. And it’s a very spare, unstinting look at grief but also 
resilience.

“You know, this woman has continued to live her life and sort of gotten back 
to being a teacher and a professor and she has this deep loss. But human 
being survival, we have these incredible resources and I was drawn to that 
strength in Nora, and I think that story really parallels her story.”

Coon’s own story has also been eventful – but in a good way. Since being 
nominated for a Tony Award two years ago for “Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?” Coon has drawn rave reviews for her role in David Fincher’s 
theatrical thriller “Gone Girl,” landed the part of Nora in Damon Lindelof’s 
critically acclaimed sci-fi drama series, and married her “Woolf” co-star, 
actor/playwright Tracy Letts.

“It’s hard to live up to that kind of year,” Coon says with a laugh. “I 
don’t know that I’ll ever have a year quite like the one I had. It’s really 
extraordinary. I mean, I hope I do. I hope there’s more of that coming. But 
boy, if that’s the only thing that ever happened to me in my life, I’d be pretty 
happy as an actor.”

Full name: Carrie Alexandra Coon
Birthdate: Jan. 24, 1981
Birthplace: Copley, Ohio
Education: B.A. in English from the 
University of Mount Union (Ohio); 
M.F.A. in acting from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison
Movie credits: “One in a Million” 
(2012), “Gone Girl” (2014)
TV credits: “The Playboy Club,” 
“Law & Order: Special Victims Unit,” 
“Ironside,” “Intelligence”
Her ultimate role: “My husband 
writes extraordinary parts for women 
... . I’m not old enough to play most 
of them but I would love to be in one 
of his. I’ve never done ‘Streetcar.’ I 
would love to do ‘Streetcar Named 
Desire.’ And as far as movie roles 
go, frankly I don’t think whatever 
role that’s going to be has been 
written yet. I read a lot of scripts 
and most of the time the women are 
very supporting and the roles are 
not asking much of us. They’re not 
challenging actresses in any way.”

CARRIE 
COON

Click or tap here for more!

http://www.hbo.com/
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- Born Sept. 19, 1969, in Cleveland.

- In 1998, he was named a best new chef by Food & Wine 
magazine and won the first season of “The Next Iron Chef.”

- Also in 1998, he made his debut on the Food Network with 
appearances on “Sara’s Secrets” with Sara Moulton, “Ready, Set, 
Cook” and “FoodNation” with Bobby Flay.

- He has since made several more TV appearances including 
acting as a judge and hosting several shows on the Food 
Network, Cooking Channel and beyond.

- In 2009, he won the James Beard Foundation Award in the best 
chef Great Lakes category.

- Also in 2009, he published his first cookbook “Michael Symon’s 
Live to Cook: Recipes and Techniques to Rock Your Kitchen.”

- In 2010, he was the first chef to ever host the annual Farm Aid benefit concert.

- In 2011, he joined the cast of “The Chew” on ABC.

- In July, he premiered his latest Food Network series “Burgers, Brew and ‘Que.”

- On Sept. 22, his latest cookbook “Michael Symon’s 5 in 5 for Every Season: 165 Quick Dinners, Sides, Holiday Dishes 
and More” was published.

- He owns several award winning restaurants in his hometown of Cleveland and around the Midwest including Lola 
Bistro, Lolita, B Spot Burgers, Roast and Bar Symon. His newest restaurant Mabel’s BBQ is scheduled to open this fall 
in Cleveland, and is named after his beloved bullmastiff, Mabel. He is hoping to create a new Cleveland-style of BBQ 
with this newest venture.

Michael Symon is a chef, restaurateur, 
and TV personality who is a frequent Food 
Network presence and can currently be 
seen weekdays on ABC’s “The Chew.”

Click or tap here for more!

http://abc.go.com/
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“My family lives in 
Dayton, Ohio, and 
I go back there all 
the time. And I’ll be 
at the Stop-N-Go 
getting a Slurpee, 
and somebody will 
come up to me 
and go, ‘Boy, that 
per-screen average 
on the second 
“Twilight” franchise 
was really down.’ 
So it’s like, ‘News 
flash: America 
understands show 
business.’ ” – Rob 
Lowe of “The 
Grinder” on Fox

“You’re going to see 
me taste things that 
I can’t stand. But the 
experience of doing it, 
of trying it, I wouldn’t 
trade it for anything. 
Because the people that 
you meet and the laughs 
that you have and the 
things you find that we 
have in common, there’s 
nothing on Earth that 
will make you feel so 
good.” – Phil Rosenthal 
on his food/travel series 
“I’ll Have What Phil’s 
Having” on PBS

“People change, so do frogs and pigs. We 
were together for a long, long time, and we 
sort of – it’s personal. I don’t want to go into it 
too much.” – Kermit the Frog of “The Muppets” 
on ABC, on the recent end of his romance 
with Miss Piggy
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Danielle 
Panabaker of 

“The Flash” on 
The CW

“For me, it’s 
been more about 

binging. I’ve 
been catching 

up on Netflix 
shows like 

‘House of Cards’ 
and ‘Orange Is 
the New Black,’ 

and I recently 
have been going 

through some 
older HBO 

shows. I just 
went through 

‘The Wire,’ and 
I’m on Season 

4 of ‘The 
Sopranos.’ ”

Lea Michele of 
“Scream Queens” 

on Fox
“’Ray Donovan’ 

– which I love, love 
– then I’m waiting 

for my other shows 
to come back, 

which are ‘How 
to Get Away With 

Murder,’ ‘Homeland,’ 
‘Scandal,’ ‘Game 
of Thrones,’ ‘The 

Leftovers’ and ‘The 
Affair.’ I can’t wait!”

Hines Ward of “Football Night in America” on NBC
“I’m all about the reality shows. If you want to laugh, you watch 
reality television. ... ‘Housewives of Atlanta,’ ‘Couples Therapy.’ 
My wife, she watches a lot of Kim Kardashian and I can’t really 
do that. But she’s really into Caitlyn.”

Anthony 
Melchiorri 
of “Hotel 
Impossible” on 
Travel Channel
“ESPN, ‘60 
Minutes’ and 
‘Ninja Warrior’ 
(laughs). Those 
are my three 
shows.”

ON DVRs
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Story on next page

 ‘THE 
AFFAIR’  

continues 
Dominic West stars in  

Season 2 of 
"The Affair,"  

starting Sunday  
on Showtime.



BY JAY BOBBIN

W
hile an affair impacts two people most directly, others can have their 
own perspectives on it.

That’s the approach taken by Season 2 of “The Affair,” the Showtime drama 
series that resumes Sunday, Oct. 4, by incorporating the viewpoints of others 
besides Noah and Alison (played by Dominic West and Ruth Wilson, winner 
of a Golden Globe Award for the first season, as was the entire show). Their 
passionate link has destroyed their respective marriages to Helen and Cole 
(Maura Tierney, Joshua Jackson), whose own stories get sharper focus in the 
saga’s sophomore round while the initial affair is tested in new ways.

Series creator and executive producer Sarah Treem maintains that even with 
the viewpoint sliced four ways instead of two now, “Every viewer who sees 
this show is going to interpret the truth differently. I think the truth is basically 
in the conversation between the two POV’s – that neither side is right and 
neither side is wrong, but somewhere in that conversation lies the truth. 
Then the viewer also brings their own reality and their own prejudice to what 
they’re watching, so they kind of provide a third point of the triangle. I think 
that everybody’s truth about this show is specific and unique, and that’s what 
makes it kind of fascinating.”

It also keeps “The Affair” challenging for its stars. “I felt last season was 
much more consistent in the two different versions” of the story, reflects 
Wilson (who also earned a Tony nomination this year for her Broadway work 
in “Constellations”), “because it was only Dom and I who had to play those 
two versions all the time, so it was quite consistent, those two versions of 
character. This season, it’s less consistent. Your version is your version, but 
you sort of drop into everyone else’s occasionally, so it’s not so consistent. 
There’s four different versions. It’s more just what’s in that moment, at that 
time, what that character is like.”

West concurs, having expressed concerns to Treem about how unlikable 
Noah can appear at times. “She says, ‘It’s not your point of view,’ so that 
makes it interesting,” the actor notes, “because you get to play two extremes 
of your character and almost two different characters. And I really relish that 
this season. With the extra perspectives, that becomes more pronounced ... 
especially when those perspectives are from characters who are not falling in 
love, as we were last season, but who are breaking apart.”

While some “Affair” cast members like not to know too far in advance what 
happens next, “Dawson’s Creek” alum Jackson – whose Cole gets a new 
love interest played by Catalina Sandino Moreno (“Maria Full of Grace”) 
– operates otherwise. “I think it’s easier to have a longer time to chew on the 
ideas,” he says. “And we’re dealing with pretty big stuff here, so I’d rather have 
a month to think about how to grapple with a scenario than 10 days when the 
script comes out. But it’s different strokes for different folks. I’ve seen it done a 
variety of different ways, but I prefer to have a general game plan going in.”

A veteran of Netflix’s “House of Cards” and HBO’s “In Treatment,” Treem is 
pleased to expand upon the established framework of ‘The Affair” for Season 
2, allowing that in the first year, “We were sort of stretching to see how far 
this idea could take us, and we learned some lessons, in terms of hitting up 
against the parameters of the idea. The idea is quite big. And then, we kind of 
found our show.”
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New  
challenges  

test  

‘THE 
AFFAIR’  

as Showtime 
drama returns 

Pictured:  Ruth Wilson

http://www.hbo.com/
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Uniting a 
‘Kingdom’
David Dawson stars as visionary King Alfred the 

Great in “The Last Kingdom,” starting Saturday on 
BBC America.
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BY JOHN CROOK

Add David Dawson to the galaxy of young British shooting 
stars that also includes Benedict Cumberbatch, Eddie 
Redmayne and Tom Hiddleston.

Fans of the BBC America period crime drama “Ripper 
Street” will remember the 33-year-old Dawson as tabloid 
publisher Fred Best, who acquired truly historic stature 
before meeting an untimely death in a hail of bullets.

He gets an even brighter chance to shine, however, as the 
eccentric yet charismatic monarch Alfred the Great in “The 
Last Kingdom,” an eight-part limited series that launches its 
first season Saturday, Oct. 10, on BBC America.

Adapted from Bernard Cornwell’s best-selling book series 
“The Saxon Stories,” “Kingdom” interweaves the historical 
account of Alfred’s visionary efforts to unite a fragmented 
9th-century England with the fictional story of Uhtred 
(newcomer Alexander Dreymon), a Saxon youth who is 
kidnapped by a Danish invader but returns to England 
hoping to reclaim family lands stolen by his scheming uncle.

Uhtred finds his loyalties divided between the Danish 
surrogate family with whom he grew up and his grudging 
admiration for the newly crowned King Alfred, who stands in 
stark contrast to the physically imposing Danish invaders.

“Actually, even here in England, we don’t know very much 
about that time,” Dawson says. “I wanted to play this man 
who was not the cliché of a ‘warrior king,’ as so many of 
them were at that time. He was surrounded by all this brute 
force with his enemies and even his own soldiers, yet this 
man who was physically frail in many ways could still be the 
strongest person in the room because he is so intelligent, 
and he can control, manipulate and outwit people. That 
makes him dangerous to have around sometimes.”

Pictured: Alexander Dreymon
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Historians today believe Alfred suffered from a digestive 
malady known as Crohn’s disease, which limited his 
food options to a thin gruel and caused him to spend 
much of his life in chronic pain, Dawson says. As a 
result, Alfred cut a fragile figure, causing his adversaries 
to underestimate him during a time when most kings 
were strapping warlords. Alfred, a master chess player, 
relished using that false impression to his strategic 
advantage.

“The Last Kingdom” is co-produced by Carnival Films, 
the same company behind a certain PBS blockbuster 
called “Downton Abbey,” and it boasts a look that can 
best be described as “spartan grandeur.”

“The design of it was just so stunning, I couldn’t wait 
to go to work every morning,” Dawson says. “They 
really did build huge, 3-D sets. We filmed much of it in 
Budapest, where the countryside really does look very 
English. We got temperatures in the wintertime of about 
-12 (about 10 degrees Fahrenheit). That’s what people 
dealt with back then. It really did add to the authenticity 
of what we were making, I think.”

The actor says he would welcome a chance to return to 
the role of Alfred if Season 2 is greenlit.

DAWSON 
MAKES A GREAT 
KING ALFRED  
in BBC America’s 
stirring ‘The Last 
Kingdom’

http://www.bbcamerica.com/


Few things are better than your passion 
becoming your profession, as Jay Leno 
now knows again.

After his long run of doing his stand-up comedy night 
after night as host of NBC’s “The Tonight Show,” he 
indulges another major part of his life – collecting cars and 
motorcycles – in “Jay Leno’s Garage,” which sister network 
CNBC debuts Wednesday, Oct. 7. 

Not only does he display many of his own vehicles 
(currently numbering roughly 250) over the course of the 
eight-episode series, he road-tests other cars, surveys 
restoration projects, offers consumer advice and basically 
considers anything having to do with the automotive 
market.

While he’s serious about the subject, Leno approaches it 
in his typically lighthearted way as he travels cross-country 
for the new show. “Usually when you do these kinds of car 
shows,” he reflects, “and you get an expensive car, there is 
an insurance waiver and you can only drive it around the 
driveway, and you have to go around the cones and there 
are police protecting it. But since I own a lot of these cars, 
we can just beat the crap out of them, so you’ll see them 
being used as intended. They’re not all mine, but a lot of 
them are, so I have the accessibility.”

Other famous faces who turn up in “Jay Leno’s Garage” 
confirm the host isn’t the only celebrity with a deep love of 
cars. NASCAR champ Jimmie Johnson is a logical guest 
for the show, but others who appear include Keanu Reeves, 
Laurence Fishburne, Tim Allen, award-winning filmmaker 

Francis Ford Coppola (“The Godfather”) and comedian-
ventriloquist Jeff Dunham.

Musing that his vehicular hobby is “cheaper than coke and 
hookers,” Leno also has an aesthetic appreciation: ”I think 
you when you look at cars, especially from the art deco 
period – from the ’30s and ’40s – it is artwork. It’s kinetic 
sculpture. I mean, it moves and it rolls. When you see 
an art deco car parked in the museum and it’s got ropes 
around it, it’s certainly attractive, but when you see it going 
down the road interacting with modern vehicles, it really 
wakes people up.

“All cars now have sort of a jelly-bean shape,” adds Leno, 
“and they all seem to be white, silver, gray or black. When 
you’re driving something that’s orange and yellow and it’s 
got art-deco fins and all this, you go down the road and 
people literally drop their cell phones because they’re 
startled by this thing going by.”

Leno’s fame, and his fame as a car collector, has made him 
privy to some purchases that might not have come his way 
otherwise.

“I hear from an awful lot of old guys who can’t drive 
anymore,” he says, “and they want their car to go to a good 
home. And I always pay the price, because when you have 
a car that was owned by someone who really took care of 
it, you might pay a little bit more, but you’ve got something 
you know is correct. We live in a time when people can 
shine something up and paint it and push it out on the 
market, and it can be just totally rotted out underneath, but 
it looks fantastic.”
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To play a 77-year-old Jewish widow with sudden affluence 
and no self-edit mechanism on IFC’s Thursday comedy 
“Gigi Does It,” David Krumholtz didn’t have to look far for 
inspiration.

He modeled the character after his own paternal 
grandmother, a woman whose mischievous sense of humor 
lent her to playing head games with her adult son and 
flashing the grandkids.

“She’s been gone for 21 years and I never really got to 
know her as an adult,” the 37-year-old Queens, N.Y., native 
and former star of “NUMB3RS” says, “but she left me with 
so many memories and I guess I’m using those to propel 
me through this, her energy. Her energy was enough to 
propel me through it all.”

To get into the character of Gertrude “Gigi” Rotblum, 
a senior who decides to live life to the fullest after the 
discovery of a massive bank account left by her late 
husband, Krumholtz endured 4 1/2-hour daily sessions in 
the makeup chair. About 3 1/2 hours in, Gigi arrived.

“Once the beauty makeup goes on, the lipstick and the eye 
shadow and the rouge ... she kind of just appears,” says 
Krumholtz, who is also writer and executive producer. “I 
have the freedom to just be her at that point. I’d rather be 
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Krumholtz
has fun inside 
Grandma’s skin  
in IFC’s ‘Gigi’

her. You know, to be honest with you, I’d rather be her 
than me and she’s a lot more fun. And yeah, so she 
just kind of takes over, (with) this license to mess with 
people and license to be gregarious.”

Despite the irreverent portrayal, Krumholtz’s father was 
nonetheless moved by the sight of his son in Gigi garb.

“He got a little choked up when he first saw the picture,” 
Krumholtz says. “You know, he holds his mother in a 
sort of sanctimonious place, so at first I don’t think he 
liked the idea of me parroting her. But then as time 
went on and he saw more of who the character was, 
he understood that I was paying homage and kind of 
bringing her back to life, which is really all he wants 
because he was a big mama’s boy. So he’s really happy 
with it. He thinks she’s hilarious.”

But seeing his son in drag was another matter.

“It freaks him out a little bit. To see your son in drag is 
a little bit disarming for him but he loves it,” Krumholtz 
says, laughing. “He’s proud of me. He thinks whatever 
I do is the bee’s knees. You know, I can play a monkey 
and he would think it’s the greatest thing ever.”

 Click or tap on icon for more!

BY GEORGE DICKIE

http://www.ifc.com/
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FULL NAME: Johnny Brent Cueto Ortiz

BORN: Feb. 15, 1986

BIRTHPLACE: San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican 
Republic

HEIGHT/WEIGHT: 5 foot 11 inches/221-pounds

POSITION: Starting Pitcher

NO.: 47

TEAMS: Cincinnati Reds, 2008–2015; Kansas City 
Royals, 2015–present

HONORS AND ACHIEVEMENTS: All-Star, 2014; NL 
strikeout leader, 2014; Member of Dominican Republic 
team in World Baseball Classic, 2009

JOHNNYCUETO

STORY ON NEXT PAGE
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Barring a collapse of proportional 
magnitude, the Kansas City Royals 
will win the American League 
Central Division for the first time 
in 30 years. Last year’s runner up 
in the division, and the eventual 
American League champion, will 
begin their probable post-season 
run when the American League 
Divisional Series gets under way on 
Thursday, Oct. 8 and Friday, Oct. 9 
on Fox, FS1 and MLB Network.

At some point in the ALDS, Johnny 
Cueto will take the mound. The 
Royals acquired Cueto from the 
Cincinnati Reds in a mid-season 
trade, hoping the former Reds’ ace 
would help lead the Royals back to 
the World Series, perhaps this time 
as the victor.

However, Cueto’s switching teams, 
and leagues for that matter, has not 
been all that smooth. After a few 
solid starts his production dropped 
off significantly in August and early 
September leaving Royals fans 
scratching their heads over the deal.

Cueto’s post-season experiences 
with the Reds have not gone so 
well either. He started Game 1 of 
the 2012 National League Division 
Series only to leave in the first 
inning with an injury. A year later, he 
was rocked by the Pittsburgh Pirates 
in the one-game Wild Card playoff.

Still, Cueto has been one of the 
most dominating and consistent 
starters in the MLB in recent years. 
He’ll be a free agent at season’s 
end and will likely command a 
high dollar regardless of what 
transpires during the final weeks of 
the baseball season. For now, the 
Royals hope he returns to form in 
October.

BY DAN LADD

JOHNNYCUETO
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Robert Redford has spent so much of his career making 
smart, high qualify projects – on both sides of the 
camera – you anticipate he’ll hit out of the park every 
time.

He certainly did that not long ago with his one-man 
show “All Is Lost,” but his latest effort doesn’t quite 
achieve it, despite its amiable approach (and the fact 
that Redford also is a producer on it). “A Walk in the 
Woods” reteams the Oscar winner with another acting 
veteran, Nick Nolte (who co-starred in the Redford-
directed “The Company You Keep”) as a travel writer 
and his friend who walk the Appalachian Trail together.

By its nature, “A Walk in the Woods” – based on a 
novel by Bill Bryson, whom Redford essentially is 
playing here – is destined to be a very talky picture. The 
central characters are from very different backgrounds, 
Redford’s being a do-the-right-thing model and Nolte’s 
being a fugitive from the law. That alone guarantees 
bountiful discussion of the soul while the men are 
wearing out their soles.

Before they can wear out their welcome, they meet 
other people along the way, played by such enjoyable 

performers as Mary Steenburgen and Kristen Schaal 
(both of whom have been on the Fox sitcom “The Last 
Man on Earth”). Emma Thompson has a relatively brief 
role as Redford’s wife, and her refined presence helps 
him set up his vast differences from the customarily 
earthy Nolte (in a role Redford reportedly had hoped 
close pal and, memorably, two-time colleague Paul 
Newman would take before his passing).

Director Ken Kwapis specializes in light fare (“The 
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants,” “License to Wed”), 
so “A Walk in the Woods” is entirely in his wheelhouse. 
Redford and Nolte get into a variety of humorous 
situations only the great outdoors can provide ... and it 
has to be said Redford has more success with those 
than he did with certain meant-to-be-comical-but-kind-
of-weird scenes in “Legal Eagles,” such as his tap-
dancing while eating ice cream late at night. (Yes, he 
really did that.)

In the end, “A Walk in the Woods” is a relative trifle 
that will be a comma on the typically weightier careers 
of Redford and Nolte. Thanks to what they bring to it, 
though, there still are pleasures to be had from their 
journey.

ROBERT 
REDFORD 
EMBARKS ON A 
TALKY ‘WALK’



“DOPE” (Oct. 13): A high-
school senior’s (Shameik Moore) 
ambitions for his future take a 
sharp turn via his experiences at 
an underground party. (R: AS, N, 
P, V)

“MAD MEN: THE FINAL 
SEASON – PART TWO” (Oct. 
13): Destinies are determined as 
the much-acclaimed drama series 
about the 1960s advertising world 
concludes. (Not rated: AS, P)

“SAN ANDREAS” (Oct. 13): A 
rescue pilot and his estranged 
wife (Dwayne Johnson, Carla 
Gugino) try to save their daughter 
when “the big one” hits California. 
(PG-13: AS, P, V)

“TOMORROWLAND” (Oct. 13): 
An inventor and a young woman 
(George Clooney, Britt Robertson) 
are united by their shared 
thoughts of a unique place. (PG: 
P, V)

“JURASSIC WORLD” (Oct. 20): 
Trouble hits the expanded resort 
anew, thanks to a genetically 
altered breed of dinosaur; Chris 
Pratt and Bryce Dallas Howard 
star. (PG-13: V)

“TERMINATOR GENISYS” (Nov. 
10): He’ll be back, all right: Arnold 
Schwarzenegger returns in a 
reboot of the sci-fi saga. (PG-13: 
N, P, V)

UPCOMING DVD RELEASES

Coming Soon on DVD...

JAY BOBBIN'S MOVIE REVIEW 
MOVIES TO WATCH

Top PickDVD

MOVIES

M

Pictured: “Dope”

Pictured: Channing Tatum

“MAGIC MIKE XXL”
The many fans of the original movie will know 
the source of the “magic” in this effective 
sequel, with Channing Tatum – whose life 
inspired the first film – back in the title role 
of the now-former male stripper. His ex-
comrades (fellow returnees Matt Bomer, Joe 
Manganiello, Kevin Nash, Adam Rodriguez 
and Gabriel Iglesias) also have moved on 
from that career, but they decide to reunite 
for one last return to it for a club owner (Jada 
Pinkett-Smith) in Myrtle Beach, S.C. There’s 
no Matthew McConaughey this time, but Andie 
MacDowell, Elizabeth Banks and Michael 
Strahan are among the other cast newcomers. 
DVD extras: two “making-of” documentaries. 
*** (R: AS, N, P) (Also on Blu-ray and On 
Demand)
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SUNDAY 
10 p.m. on CBS 
CSI: Cyber 
With parent series “CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation” now over, Ted Danson 
carries his D.B. Russell character 
over to this spinoff as it starts its 
second season with “Why-Fi.” He 
arrives in time to help in the probe 
of a robbery and murder enabled by 
the perpetrator’s hacking of a home 
security system. Avery (Patricia 
Arquette) also has thoughts of a new 
job. Elijah’s (James Van Der Beek) 
focus is diverted by a family matter. 
Shad Moss also stars. Season 
Premiere New 

MONDAY 
9:59 p.m. on CBS 
NCIS: Los Angeles 
The potential threat faced by a 
celebrated fashion model concerns the 
team in the new episode “Driving Miss 
Diaz.” The woman may be a survivor 
of a mass killing in Peru two decades 
earlier — and she might be a target 
again, prompting protective measures 
such as Kensi (Daniela Ruah) 
posing as her assistant and Deeks 
(Eric Christian Olsen) becoming her 
chauffeur. Chris O’Donnell, LL Cool J 
amd Linda Hunt also star. New 
 
 

TUESDAY 
9 p.m. on FOX 
Scream Queens 
Needless to say, though we’ll say it 
anyway, this show is just made for a 
Halloween-themed episode — with 
Jamie Lee Curtis in the cast, are you 
kidding? — and the new tale “Haunted 
House” is that story. Curtis’ character, 
Dean Munsch, tries to save the 
university while Denise (Niecy Nash) 
continues to pursue the killer. Zayday’s 
(Keke Palmer) announcement prompts 
Chanel (Emma Roberts) to scheme 
anew. Lea Michele, Abigail Breslin and 
Skyler Samuels also star. New 
 

Bonnie Somerville stars 
in “Code Black” 

Emma Roberts stars in 
“Scream Queens”
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Linda Hunt stars in 
“NCIS: Los Angeles” 

James Van Der Beek 
stars in “CSI: Cyber” 



S
WEDNESDAY 
10 p.m. on CBS 
Code Black 
Saving a patient is only the first step 
for Christa (Bonnie Somerville) in the 
new episode “We Plug Holes.” She 
then wants to ensure the woman 
still can bear children, and she 
seeks Neal’s (Raza Jaffrey) surgical 
help to that end. Mario’s (Benjamin 
Hollingsworth) forecast of a hockey 
player’s future isn’t received well ... to 
the degree that fisticuffs are thrown. 
Marcia Gay Harden and William Allen 
Young also star. Kevin Dunn and K 
Callan guest star. New

THURSDAY 
8 p.m. on CW 
The Vampire Diaries 
As fans of the series know, founding 
cast member Nina Dobrev will 
be absent from Season 7, which 
starts with “Day One of Twenty-Two 
Thousand, Give or Take.” Damon 
(Ian Somerhalder) tries to move 
forward without Elena, as Bonnie 
(Kat Graham) keeps close watch 
over him. Meanwhile, he looks out for 
Alaric (Matt Davis), who has suffered 
his own loss. Lily’s (guest star Annie 
Wersching) campaign against Mystic 
Falls brings Stefan (Paul Wesley) to 
the rescue. Season Premiere New 

 
8 p.m. on FOX 
Bones 
Booth’s (David Boreanaz) safety is 
imperiled further when FBI Agent 
Miller (guest star Kim Raver), who 
supposedly has been helping to 
locate him, is found to be withholding 
information in the new episode “The 
Brother in the Basement.” A forensic 
scientist (guest star Josh Casaubon) 
arrives to aid the search. Arastoo 
(guest star Pej Vahdat) comes to a 
decision that’s destined to impact 
Cam (Tamara Taylor) as well. Emily 
Deschanel and TJ Thyne also star. 
New

 
 
 

FAVORITE SHOWS

FRIDAY 
8 p.m. on NBC 
Undateable 
Last season’s finale — done as a live 
episode — was deemed so successful, 
the sitcom’s entire third season also 
will be staged live (for the Eastern half 
of the country), starting here. As with 
the previous effort, it should be pretty 
much second nature for such cast 
members as Chris D’Elia and Brent 
Morin, since they also do stand-up 
comedy appearances regularly. By her 
own admission, as a traditional actress, 
it may be more of an adjustment for co-
star Bianca Kajlich. Season Premiere 
New 

SATURDAY 
7:16 p.m. on NBC 
NASCAR Racing

The field of hopefuls in NASCAR’s 
Chase for the Sprint Cup has been 
narrowed from 16 to 12, and they’ll 
go at it tonight at Charlotte Motor 
Speedway in the Bank of America 500, 
the first of three races in the Contender 
Round. With two wins in his last five 
starts here, defending champion Kevin 
Harvick is one to watch out for on the 
1.5-mile quad oval. 

Kevin Harvick competes in 
the Bank of America 500

Chris D’Elia stars in 
“Undateable”

Emily Deschanel stars 
in “Bones”

October 4 - 10, 2015  YOUR TV LINK Courtesy of Gracenote Page 23


