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Learning the Laws of Physics
Seventh graders in Mrs. Meghan Obermeyer’s 
science class have been learning about the 
laws of physics by discovering that we are 
always experiencing kinetic or potential en-
ergy, and they used that knowledge to launch 
plastic bottle rockets outside of our cafeteria 
while the weather was still warm.  Students 

have moved on to learn about thermal en-
ergy and the many ways that heat transfer 
between objects occurs all day long.  The class 
commenced their unit on thermal energy by 
brainstorming and constructing an igloo that 
would make our ice cube penguin survive in 
a black box, exposed to a heat lamp. Students 

had to work within a budget and within strict 
time constraints to make an igloo that would 
allow their penguin to survive. Pictured above 
are seventh graders (from left to right) Jaedyn 
Austin, Jacob Bramblett and Kaden Grizzle 
shown with the rockets they made in Mrs. 
Obermeyer’s class.
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Students Jalyne Basson and Jandalyn Wright make a presentation in Samantha Bonner’s class at Stamping Ground Elementary.

Third graders study election process

Lemons Mill showcases student learning

Special to the News-Graphic

The third grade at Stamping 
Ground Elementary have re-
cently studied the process of the 
Presidential Election. Students 
spent time in class investigating 
the election process. 

After, they were able to choose 
an aspect of it to research and 
develop a way to present to their 
peers.  Students chose topics such 
as inauguration, the candidates, 
primaries, debating, voting and 
the electoral college. 

“This project was great for 
students because it really gave 
them the opportunity to have 
some choice and learn how to 
conduct research using appropri-
ate internet sources. They had to 
learn which information was im-
portant for their topic,” said third 
grade teacher Amy Fryman. 

Once their research was com-

plete, students developed creative 
ways to present their fi ndings. 
There were projects that were 
in the form of news broadcasts, 
3-dimensional replicas of a 
polling place and Pic Collages 
as well as many other creative 
designs.  Students learned about 
and viewed examples of how pre-
sentations are given so that they 
could practice appropriate pre-
senting skills for sharing their 
projects.   

“These projects were very 
meaningful for students because 
they were already interested in 
the current presidential election 
and this helped them make sense 
of what was really happening in 
our country,” said teacher Sa-
mantha Bonner.

The project began as an exten-
sion of the CRIOP project, a grant 
funded through Georgetown 
College that encourages cultural 

responsiveness. This program 
encourages student choice and 
incorporating community and 
culture into our everyday learn-
ing.

Betsy Fredericks, third grade 
teacher, participated in this 
grant and shared these ideas 
with her teammates.

“We want students to be aware 
of what happens outside the walls 
of our school building,” Freder-
icks said.

Their next project is already in 
the works as well. 

Third graders are partnering 
with the International Book Proj-
ect for their next project happen-
ing after Christmas. 

This includes a cultural ex-
change with students in Kenya 
and Ghana. Students have al-
ready written pen pal letters to 
each other and will begin com-
municating via technology soon.
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‘Kentucky’s the Place!’
Northern Elementary School’s fourth graders 
recently performed a played called “Ken-
tucky’s the Place!” This short play was written 
by Northern fourth grade teachers Elizabeth 
Cook and Dana Young and was a hit for the 
crowd. Northern’s students took the audi-
ences on a tour of Kentucky’s regions. Both 
performances, one to the school and one 
to parents and families, were well received. 

Through music and dialogue, the audiences 
learned about Kentucky history, key cities, 
and interesting facts. Kentucky Region proj-
ects completed by fourth grade students 
were also on display the night of the perfor-
mance. Pictured above, students Jozlin Cole, 
Brooklyn Perkins and Gretchen Hamilton dur-
ing the recent production of “Kentucky’s the 
Place!” at Northern Elementary School.
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Lemons Mill Elementary re-
cently hosted their Exhibition 
Night as hundred of community 
members came to celebrate stu-
dent learning.    

It all began with students 
working diligently on their 
“passion projects,” researching 
their selected topics, developing 
displays and practicing their pre-
sentations. In the process, they 
learned how to gather informa-
tion from a variety of sources, 
take notes, and shape that infor-
mation into a fi nal product. 

Walking through the school’s 
corridors, visitors could witness 
the results of their hard work.  

One fi fth grade student wrote 
a chapter book, complete with a 
“blurb” that appears on the back 

cover. Another created a video 
game. Another student labelled 
locations around the school in 
Spanish. There were also dis-
plays on dinosaurs, penguins, 
sharks, cats, cheetahs, rainbows, 
the history of music, the US mili-
tary, eye color, inventors, comic 
books, iPhones, soccer cleats, the 
Titanic and how to make bubble 
gum — just to name a few.  

Third grade students shared 
their engineering designs for 
reducing the impact of natural 
disasters. Even kindergarten 
students got involved, creating 
displays on community helpers. 

Parents also got in on the learn-
ing. One parent recounted that he 
learned that the Titanic traveled 
a maximum of 23 knots.  Since 
one knot equals 1.15 miles per 
hour, the Titanic could travel ap-

proximately 26.45 mph. Parents 
also learned that a cheetah can 
run as fast as 64 mph, about ele-
ments on the Periodic Chart and 
about the various badges that 
soldiers can earn. 

The biggest takeaway, though, 
was the Lemons Mill students 
are hungry for knowledge.

But at the same time, each stu-
dents learns differently and have 
unique needs and interests.  

Teaching reading and writing 
by tapping into their inquiries 
and passions is much more dif-
fi cult than merely opening a text-
book, yet it empowers students as 
learners and fuels their quest for 
knowledge. 

Students actually become in-
vested in learning and excited 
to share what they have learned 
with others. 

Special to the News-Graphic

The Engineering Village at 
Elkhorn Crossing School wel-
comed Brian Coleman as the 
engineering teacher this year. 
He is retired from the Air Force 
and has fi fteen years of teaching 
experience. He has strengthened 
traditions like VEX Robotics 
while introducing exciting new 
challenges like our fi rst Solar 
Car team.  

This year we have six VEX 
Robotics teams. Each team has 
designed competitive robots for 
the new game, Starstruck.  Five 
teams have already qualifi ed for 
the state tournament on March 
11 at Martha Layne Collins High 
School in Shelby County. 

In addition to winning several 
competitions, teams have re-
ceived the Excellence Award in 
two competitions and the Design 
and Judges Awards in two other 
competitions. ECS Engineering 
will be hosting a tournament on 
Saturday, Feb. 18.

Mentoring younger students 
has been an area of focus for the 
Engineering Village this year. 

Engineering students are 
collaborating with elementary 
teachers and students across the 
district as Scott County partici-
pates in VEX IQ for the fi rst time 

this year. 
Our students have assisted in 

teacher training, volunteered 
to work with elementary teams, 
and hosted a VEX IQ tourna-
ment for elementary teams in 
November. 

In addition, we have individ-
ual students working in class-
rooms at Western Elementary 
School and Georgetown Middle 
School assisting teachers and 
students in STEM classrooms.  

We capped off the semester by 
hosting all the fourth and fi fth 
graders at ECS on Dec. 5 for an 
Hour of Code activity.

The collaboration between 
high school and elementary 
students was engaging and en-
riching for everyone who was 
involved.

The fi rst semester closes with 
our annual project presenta-
tions. Each student will present 
an original project design for an 
identifi ed problem to a panel of 
professionals.

Students will utilize the feed-
back from members of our Advi-
sory Council during the second 
phase of the project development
stage in which building and test-
ing will take place.  

We are so grateful for the over-
whelming community support 
of the Engineering Village.

Celebrating seventh year 
of Engineering Village

Elkhorn Crossing School
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