
Saturday, December 24, 2016   News  Georgetown News-Graphic     3A
• 

www.news-graphic.com
 •

100 Windsor Path, Georgetown ~ 502-570-0540

www.windsorgardenssrliving.com

COMING SOON!

The Meadows atThe Meadows at

h e Meadows is an 18 apartment 
Personal Care facility specializing 

in residents with advanced 
memory care issues.
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Winter Break is traditionally 
a break from academia, but for 
some elementary schoolers it's a 
time to prepare for Battle of the 
Books.

For the past several years, 
fourth and fi fth graders at Scott 
County Schools have had a 
chance to participate in Battle 
of the Books, a competition usu-
ally hosted near the end of the 
school year. This year's battle is 
set for March 22. All eight county 
elementary schools create a team 
of students to compete. Each 
student is expected to have read 
the 30 books on the Battle of the 
Books list.

"The kids really have to know 
the books cover to cover," said 
Roseann Polasheck, youth ser-
vices manager at Scott County 
Public Library. 

Polashek is a judge of this 

year's competition. She also helps 
develop questions the students 
must answer, she said. 

The questions are either about 
an author, title or fact from a 
book on the list, said Jill An-
derson, a Southern 
Elementary School 
librarian. 

"They have to kind 
of pay attention and 
know which type of 
question it is," Ander-
son said.

Anderson and librar-
ians from the other 
elementary schools 
developed the reading 
list. The list was given 
to students before sum-
mer break last year so 
they have almost a full 
year to read the books.

Winter Break is an opportune 
time for students to knock out 
some of the books on the list, Po-
lasheck said.

"Any long car trips are great 
opportunities for long books," she 
said.

The library makes sure to have 
most of the books for kids who 
are participating. They even have 

some as audiobooks so 
kids have options for 
digesting the books' 
content.

"We've been getting 
lots of books in kids' 
hands," Polashek said.

Friends of the Li-
brary also provide a 
prize for the winning 
team, Anderson and 
Polashek said.

The page counts of 
the books vary from 
fewer than 100 pages to 
more than 300 pages.

"We really do just try to provide 
a lot of variety," Anderson said.

But having too many books 
with more than 300 pages might 
seem daunting to some fourth 

and fi fth graders.
"That would be a little over-

whelming," Anderson said.
Variety can also be found in the 

books' genres, from adventure to 
humor to historical. 

"You name it, we've got it," An-
derson said.

There's variation in writing 
styles as well. Some books con-
tain traditional prose while oth-
ers are a little more exploratory. 
"Mountain Dogs" is written in 
poetry-form while "Letters to 
Rifka" is a children's historical 
book full of letters.

"The ultimate goal is that you 
get kids to fi nd a book that they 
like," Anderson said.

Two reading lists rotate so 
those students who participated 
in fourth grade don't read the 
same books in fi fth grade for the 
competition. And every other 
year after the competition, the li-
brarians get together and review 
the lists to add or remove books. 

"For me, the best part of it is 
the librarians coming together 
and working on a project," Ander-
son said.

But it's still a competition. Last 
year, Stamping Ground Elemen-
tary School's team won.

"I have sadly never won the 
battle," Anderson said.

Each year, the competition is 
a little different. The kids used 
buzzers one year, but they won't 
use them this year, Anderson 
said. 

"We play so that every team can
play against every other team," 
she said.

With eight teams involved, it's 
a long process that usually lasts 
from about 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., An-
derson said. Audiences come out 
to watch.

"It really is a community 
event," she said.

KELLI STOKES can be reached at kstokes@news-
graphic.com.

Elementary students preparing for annual Battle of the Books

‘The kids 
really have 

to know the 
books cover 

to cover.’
�

Roseann Polascheck
Scott Co. Library
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Scott County Sherif ’s Oi  ce allowed employees to grow beards for November and December in exchange for a $50 charitable dona-
tion. Lt. Josh Hudnall, Sgt. Mike Caudill, Capt. Jearl Porter and Sgt. Jeremy Nettles participated with 10 other employees.
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Scott County would get a sec-
ond family court judge if the state 
legislature accepts the state chief 
justice's recommendation next 
year.

Kentucky Supreme Court Chief 
Justice John D. Minton Jr. in-
cluded the second judge in a plan 
that would take effect in 2022, 
the next time all circuit, family 
court and district judges are up 
for election.

Minton unveiled the plan Tues-
day.

Currently, Family Court Judge 
Lisa Hart Morgan handles all do-
mestic cases in Scott County.

She also is family court judge 
in Bourbon and Woodford coun-
ties, both of which are part of the 
14th Judicial Circuit with Scott 
County.

Minton's plan left the 14th Judi-
cial Circuit untouched, although 
it did combine some circuits and 
move some counties to other cir-
cuits.

The plan leaves the 14th as 
a two-division circuit. Those 

benches currently are held by 
circuit judges Rob Johnson and 
Paul Isaacs.

"(W)e were scrupulous in how 
we collected and analyzed data 
on judicial workloads," Minton 
said.

"This process was driven by 
the data, and we based our deci-
sions on sound research princi-
ples and input from stakeholders 
statewide," he said.

Minton emphasized the reorga-
nization is essential after "years 
of inaction... (The plan will) pro-
vide a solid sart to correcting the 
pockets of workload imbalances 
we identifi ed across the state.

"When timely justice is com-
promised by unmanageably high 
caseloads, we must consider that 
a call to action," Minton said.

The 2017 session of the Ken-
tucky General Assembly is 
scheduled to start Tuesday, Jan. 
3. Next year's session in an odd-
numbered year will last 30 days, 
compared to the 60-day sessions 
in even-numbered years.

DAN ADKINS can be reached at dadkins@news-
graphic.com.

State chief justice 
recommends second 
family-court judge
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The Federation Equestre Inter-
nationale (FEI) today announced 
Lexington, Kentucky and the 
Kentucky Horse Park as an of-
fi cial candidate to host the 2022 
FEI World Equestrian Games™. 
The FEI has selected Lexington 
and Samorin, Slovakia as the 
fi nal two Offi cial Candidate Cit-
ies for its 2022 fl ag-
ship Games.

The FEI World 
Equestrian Games™, 
which are held every 
four years, are com-
prised of competi-
tions in all eight of 
the FEI disciplines. 
The disciplines are 
jumping, dressage 
and para-equestrian 
dressage, eventing, 
driving, endurance, 
vaulting and reining.

In order to de-
termine the fi nal 
location, the FEI will 
conduct site visits 
between January 
and May 2017, and candidates 
will be required to submit their 
completed bids and sign the host 
agreement by June 2017. The 
candidates will make formal 
presentations to the FEI Evalu-
ation Commission in the third 
quarter of 2017. The fi nal deci-
sion will be announced in No-
vember 2017.

 “The Kentucky Horse Park 
is honored to be selected as a 
candidate for the 2022 Games,” 
said Laura Prewitt, executive \

director of the Kentucky Horse 
Park. “We believe the Kentucky 
Horse Park is the world’s pre-
mier equine tourist destination, 
and we look forward to exploring 
the opportunity to host the 2022 
Games.”

"As the proud host of the 
successful Alltech FEI World 
Equestrian Games in 2010, the 
commonwealth of Kentucky ap-
preciates how important this 
global event is for the equine 
and tourism industries,” said 
Don Parkinson, secretary of 
the Tourism, Arts and Heritage 

Cabinet. “We will 
now focus on what 
effect these games 
would have on the 
commonwealth and 
our taxpayers.”

The Kentucky 
Horse Park, located 
in Lexington, is a 
1,224-acre equestrian 
facility dedicated to 
"man's relationship 
with the horse." Each 
year the park is host 
to a number of high 
profi le events and 
horse shows. The 
park is home to the 
International Mu-
seum of the Horse, 

the most comprehensive museum 
in the world dedicated to explor-
ing the important history of 
all horses and their impact on 
human civilization.

In 2010, the Kentucky Horse 
Park became the fi rst venue 
outside of Europe to host the 
FEI World Equestrian Games 
and drew attendees from 63 
countries and all 50 states. The 
games contributed over $201.5 
million economic impact to the 
Kentucky economy.

Horse Park a candidate 
for 2022 FEI World 
Equestrian Games

‘... we look 
forward to 

exploring the 
opportunity to 
host the 2022 

Games.’
�

Laura Prewitt
Kentucky Horse Park 

Executive Director
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Scott County Sheriff's employ-
ees grew out their beards for the 
winter and for a good cause.

Employees had the option to 
participate in No Shave Novem-
ber/December for a donation of 
$50. The sheriff's offi ce raised 
close to $650 this year which 
was used to buy Christmas gifts 
for Salvation Army Angel Tree 
recipients.

Each child received some 
clothing items and toys, said 
Capt. Jearl Porter.

Including Porter and Sheriff 
Tony Hampton, 14 deputies, 
detectives, lieutenants and ser-
geants donated for a chance to 
grow out their beards and have 
some natural protection from 
the winter elements. 

"Personally, I don't like shav-
ing," Porter said.

But Porter does shave nor-
mally and he requires depu-
ties to do so as well because he 
believes it looks more profes-
sional, he said.

Last year was the fi rst year 

the sheriff's offi ce participated 
in "No Shave December" and 
the guys enjoyed it so much, 
Porter said, they asked if it 
could last longer this year. 

"They were all about it," said 
Sally Tucker, an executive as-
sistant of the sheriff's offi ce 
who collected donations.

"I don't like shaving so it's 
nice that I got to take two 
months off," said Sgt. Mike 
Caudill. 

"I've never had the opportu-
nity to grow a beard" between 
service in the military and 
working in a law enforcement 
agency, said Lt. Josh Hudnall. 
Hudnall also liked that he got 
to contribute to a good cause, 
he said.

"There's so many kids that 
don't really have a Christmas," 

he said.
The donation price was raised

from $25 to $50 to include a sec-
ond month. 

The only stipulations are 
that they keep their facial hair 
neatly trimmed and "get back 
to business" by January, Porter 
said.

"Nobody really got out of 
control" but Porter's beard is 
likened to Santa Claus' because 
it's white, he admitted. 

"They all look pretty grizzly," 
Tucker said.

They hope to turn it into a 
yearly event, Tucker said.

"If we do it, we can get some-
thing out of it and maybe help 
somebody," Porter said.

KELLI STOKES can be reached at kstokes@
news-graphic.com.

Sheriff's office raises money 
for kids by growing beards

‘If we do it, we can get something out of it and 
maybe help somebody.’

�
Capt. Jearl Porter

Scott County Sherif ’s Oi  ce

Samorin, Slovakia is the 
other finaist candidate


