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emotion and personal belief.”
Facts and issues mattered less 

to many voters than feelings and 
identity, as illustrated by a pair of 
comments. Peter Thiel, the Silicon 
Valley billionaire who backed 
Trump, said before the election, 
“The media is always taking 
Trump literally. It never takes him 
seriously.”  Afterward, Washing-
ton Post media columnist Marga-
ret Sullivan noted Thiel’s remark 
and said journalists “wanted 
details. But a lot of voters think the 
opposite way: They take Trump 
seriously but not literally.”

As president-elect, Trump must 
be taken both seriously and liter-
ally, and he seems to remember 
that most of the time, with excep-
tions such as his recent tweet that 
fl ag-burners should lose their citi-
zenship. In our guts, impulsively, 
we might agree. But in our heads, 
most of us know better.

Between the gut and the head is 
the heart. That is the sweet spot of 
politics, where appeals to the head 
and the gut overlap and produce 
electoral and governmental suc-
cess. But the head and the heart 
are the wellsprings of civility 
and mutual respect — generally 
accepted standards of political 
conduct that help keep democra-
cies healthy.

As he prepares to be president, 
Trump appears to be working 
his way up the political anatomy, 
though Thursday night’s “thank 
you” rally in Cincinnati looked 
and sounded like a gut piece.

As Bevin prepares to head a 
government in full Republican 
control for the fi rst time in his-
tory, he would be wise to speak 
and govern more from the head 
and heart and less from the gut.

Bevin spoke at the Trump rally, 

missing the Christmas-tree light-
ing in the state Capitol to intro-
duce Indiana Gov. Mike Pence, 
the vice president-elect, whom 
he called his closest political 
friend. But he spoke mainly about 
Trump, saying Americans had 
waited a long time for a leader “to 
speak the truth unapologetically, 
boldly and bluntly though it might 
be.”

Returning to his oft-used theme 
of the state motto, “United we 
stand, divided we fall,” Bevin 
said, “My challenge to you is that 
you take that to heart. Are we 
unhappy with all the vitriol that 
was uncorked on Mike Pence and 
Donald Trump? You bet we were, 
but I’ll tell you what, let’s put that 
behind us. Let’s bury it.”

That’s a good idea, because just 
as much, if not more, vitriol came 
from Trump.

Bevin and Trump could take 
some guidance in speaking and 
governing from the new state 
House majority leadership that 
was elected Wednesday. It is con-
servative in politics, but relatively 
moderate in emphasis, and fi rmly 
moderate in tone, refl ecting the 
personality and outlook of Rep. 
Jeff Hoover of Jamestown, the 
speaker-designate — and of Sen-
ate President Robert Stivers of 
Manchester.

On election night last month, 
Stivers called Bevin “the tip of 
the spear that has changed the 
dynamic in the state of Kentucky.” 
Spears are better used in cam-
paigns; they can be more danger-
ous in government.

AL CROSS, a former Courier Journal political 
writer, is director of the Institute for Rural Jour-
nalism and Community Issues and associate 
professor in the University of Kentucky School 
of Journalism and Telecommunications. His 
opinions are his own, not UK’s.
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(Above) The Thoroughbred VFW Post 7054 recently gave a donation to the Georgetown Police Department’s 
Citizens Police Academy. (Below) GPD recently welcomed new oi  cer Cole Centner. Oi  cer Centner was sworn in 
Tuesday morning by Mayor Tom Prather. (At right) Oi  cer Guss Curtis received the Governor’s Award for Impaired 
Driving Enforcement for the Georgetown Police Department.
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Merry Christmas! As 
you read this message, 
you are aware that we are 
only a few short days away 
from the much anticipated 
Christmas break. 

With the holiday season 
upon us, our attention 
naturally begins to turn to 
thoughts of spending time 
with family and friends, 
the hustle and bustle of 
Christmas activities and 
the anticipation of good 
fortunes in a New Year. 

 While I don’t have the 
benefi t of having worked 
in Scott County for many, 
many years and building 
relationships with people 
over that time, I have had 
the privilege of getting to 
know many of you over the 
past several months. 

Over time, as trust 
slowly is built, people have 
begun to share their lives 

and their cir-
cumstances 
with me. For 
this I will be 
always grate-
ful. This is the 
human and 
personal side 
of my work 
which I enjoy 

so much. 
 However, it is also the 

time of year that so many 
of our children and fami-
lies struggle with the chal-
lenges that make this time 
of year so diffi cult to enjoy. 

For this reason, it is im-
portant that we continue 
to draw on our collective 
attributes as a caring and 
compassionate school dis-
trict and strive to support 
our students and families 
— as well as each other as 
friends and colleagues - as 
best we can.

The spirit of the holi-
day season gives all of us 
hope for good fortune and 
a fresh beginning in the 
New Year ahead. It is my 
wish that you will fi nd joy 
in the holiday season and 
that the New Year ahead 
will be open to a world of 
opportunity.

It is important to take 
a well-deserved rest this 
holiday season and I would 
like to extend my sincere 
gratitude to our outstand-
ing staff for their tireless 
efforts and contributions 
throughout the year. My 
best wishes for a safe, 
relaxing, and fulfi lling 
Christmas to you and all 
your loved ones.

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

Dr. Kevin F. Hub, Superintendent
Scott County Schools

Hub
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Up to $260 million was made available 
for natural resource conservation proj-
ects.

US Department of Agriculture’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) has announced that up to $260 
million is now available for partner pro-
posals to improve the nation’s water qual-
ity, combat drought, enhance soil health, 
support wildlife habitat and protect agri-
cultural viability. 

“Across the country, locally-driven 
efforts are having a positive effect on 
conservation and production,” said Karen 
Woodrich, NRCS State Conservationist. 

Created by the 2014 Farm Bill, Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP) investments of nearly $600 mil-
lion have already driven 199 partner-led 
projects, including fi ve projects in Ken-
tucky.  

In 2016 one of the projects announced 
for Kentucky included $360,000 for seed-
ing ground cover on marginal lands in 
the Eagle and Elkhorn Watersheds, over 
the next fi ve years. This project is with 
the Scott County Conservation District.

This project will repair eroded areas in 
row cropped fi elds that have continued to 

erode due to lack of cover crops or exces-
sive rains, fl ooding and overfl owing, that 
have washed out uncovered crop areas.

“We recognize the growing interest in 
leveraging private capital markets to fos-
ter impact investments in conservation, 
sustainable agriculture and forestry,” 
said Woodrich.

An Erosion Education Workshops will 
be held to announce Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program (EQIP) sign-up 
periods, answer questions about the pro-
gram, update Kentucky Ag Water Quality
Plans and/or join the Kentucky River Wa-
tershed Watch to be trained to correctly 
collect water samples. 

The Scott Co. Conservation District is 
now accepting applications for the 2016 
RCPP/EQIP Program. 

Applicants must be able to match the 
federal award with private or local funds. 
The deadline for this window of consid-
eration is Jan. 20, 2017. Any applications 
received after January 20th will be con-
sidered at a later date.  

Call 502-863-2466 or visit your county 
offi ce at 100 E. Penn Avenue, Georgetown,
KY to receive more information about 
you eligibility.

LEAH FLOCCARE can be reached via email at lfloccare@
news-graphic.com.

New funding available for 
regional conservation partnerships


