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ardeners often focus on the
Gscz’ence of their hobby: how

much water and sunlight
their plants need and bow to improve
soil quality and keep pests at bay. But
there can be a lot of artistry bebind
the craft as well - from how you bhar-
vest and enjoy flowers to bow you
convert unused spaces of your bome
into a viable indoor edible garden.

Put your

creativity to good

use this spring season
gardening with

style.

Indoor Gardening

For those who don’t have an outdoor
garden or yard, the dream of enjoying
your own freshly picked fruits and veg-
etables may seem out of reach. How-
ever, the nooks and crannies of your
home can be creatively rendered into
productive growing zones.And experts
say that nearly all homes can support
indoor gardening.
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“Whatever the size of your home, there will be a
selection of edible plants you can grow indoors, as
long as you have some natural daylight filtering in,”
says Zia Allaway, author of “Indoor Edible Garden:
Creative Ways to Grow Herbs, Fruit and Vegetables in
Your Home.” “The areas where plants will grow can
be windowsills, beneath a skylight or even in a dark,
unlit area if you install grow lights.”

In “Indoor Edible Garden,” a highly visual guide full
of practical tips and stylish ideas,Allaway offers
step-by-step directions for everything from creating
suspended shelves and hanging jars for growing
herbs to mounting edible orchids onto bark and
displaying them on walls. She points out that those
embarking on indoor gardening should first evaluate
the level of time they can commit.

“Just remember that unlike other projects in the
home, such as decorating and cooking, all gardening
projects require some aftercare. So, if you have a busy
schedule, choose crops that will tolerate less water-
ing and feeding.”

Flower Arranging

While your flower garden is likely a beautiful work of
art in and of itself, you can spread the joy by harvest-
ing your flora and bringing the beauty indoors. Floral
arrangements add vitality to any interior space.

“For me, every arrangement starts with the container.
Think about what mood or style you want to evoke,
and remember, anything can be a container as long
as it can be made watertight,” says Rachel Siegfried,”

author of “The Flower Book: Natural Flower Arrange-
ments for Your Home,” which explores 60 flowers,
bloom-by-bloom in portraiture, including quick-refer-
ence profiles and tips.

Siegfried recommends that, when selecting flowers
for your arrangement, pay attention to shapes, tex-
tures and colors to achieve good balance. Start with
a primary focal flower and build out with a couple
of secondary focals, a final flourish, and foliage.

For her part, she relies on instinct. “I get a ‘buzz’
when I find a good combination,” she says.

From flowering bouquets to spicy pepper plants,
apply creativity to your gardening this spring.
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A Smart Home Innovation to Make Your

Home MOI‘C COInfortable —— Content by StatePoint

Innovations in smart technology the ambiance of their fireplace throughout

continue to make our lives easier — the year, no matter the climate.

and now that extends to amenities

Jfor added convenience and control. These heat management tools offer home-
owners greater flexibility and control,

Smarter Fireplaces giving them a truly customized fireside

experience.

Your typical fireplace

adds comfort, coziness To learn more

and warmth to one spe- about heat

cific room, but some- management

times you want options and how

to enjoy the ambience they open up

and aesthetic benefits possibilities for

without all the heat. unique fireplace

Smart technologies can installations, visit

help you divert some of HeatnGlo.com.

the thermal energy to other rooms. For

example, Heat-Zone and Heat Duct Kits When making home upgrades, first

distribute up to 50 percent of a fireplace’s  consider those that promise to make life

warmth to another room or within your more convenient and comfortable for your

home, allowing homeowners to enjoy family.

American Sons

Chimney & Roof Specialist
DO IT ONCE, DO IT RIGHT

HEEE

* Repairs ¢ Installation o Steps * New Roof
 Rehuild ¢ Replacement o Sidewalks * Roof Repairs
* Reline * Screening ¢ Driveways * Re-Roof
 Ceaning ¢ Cleaning  Brick & Block ¢ Flat Roof
 Capping * Repairs  Foundation Repairs e Shingles

WE WILL STOP ANY ROOF LEAK - GUARANTEED

»1°$49.95 i $39.99 1i$200 OFFii$100 OFF:
GUTTER ANY ANY JOB

* COMPLETE !

| ciMNEY cLeanive 11 cLeawne 11 wasowey 1 $1,000 :

w/ Free 12 pt. inspection Average House STEPS JOB 1 OR MORE I
Not to be combined Not to be combined Not to be combined Not to be combined

I with other coupons with other coupons I yith other coupons I with other coupons j

Serving Your Area ® Fully Insured * 24 Hour Service
Family Owned & Operated

908-463-4204 * 973-330-195

Lic #13VH08531700

Spring

Special

SEAMLESS
GUTTERS

Lifetime
Warrantt

Shingle
Roof

Natu ral Iy BeaUtlfU| . Sandy Birch Brown Oak Silver Maple Rustic EIm Stone Ash
Affordably Priced.

Earthwood Evolutions elevates your outdoor lifestyle to a whole new level with its
increased scratch, stain and fade resistance. Capped with protective polymer
shell, it’s resistant to the elements and accidents that every deck endures. The
Terrain Collection offers a timeless appeal with earthy tones in Brown 0ak, Silver
Maple, Sandy Birch, Rustic Elm, and Stone Ash - five captivating choices.

The natural beauty beckons and inspires you to simply, sit awhile.

e Earth tone aesthetics with evolutionary performance
e 4-sided protective polymer cap engineered to resist fading, scratches and stains
e Proprietary composite core

» . . From
¢ No visible screws when installed with CONCEALoc® or FUSIONLoc™zz $2 89
¢ Color-matched screws when installed with TOPloc® c

_ : per lineal
e Spans a maximum 16” on-center foot
e Available in 12’, 16’ and 20’ lengths
e 25-year Fade and Stain Warranty
¢ To obtain a professional, clean look on your deck,
trim it with color-coordinated Fascia and Riser

Depending on environmental conditions, TimberTech Deck colors may Grooved or Square
appear to change over time as part of the natural weathering process Shouldered Profile
consistent with the warranty guarantees where applicable. All TimerTech Actual Dimensions
Deck products, natural and manmade will experience weathering. 0.94” x 5.360’
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Samm Sound: Outdoor Entertainment Experts

by Katie Thompson

Pictured from left to right: Mike, Vic, Al DiMeo.

game is playing on the television mounted on

the deck, burgers are on the grill and cold
drinks are in the cooler, above which the sound of
the game blares through surround sound speakers.
Although it may seem like a scene from a commer-
cial, outdoor entertainment systems are becoming
more popular for the average family. No longer do
guests have to stand in an open doorway to get a
glimpse of the ball game and enjoy the weather.
Now, families and friends can spend more time out-
side together. “We can now take the comfort and
enjoyment of your indoor living space and bring it to
the outdoors,” says SAMM Sound owner, Al DiMeo.

Picture a sunny summer afternoon.The baseball

SAMM Sound is located at 1103 Bloomfield Ave in
Caldwell, NJ and has been providing clients with in-
door and outdoor entertainment systems for years.
DiMeo asks potential customers to “let SAMM Sound
design and install a truly great outdoor entertainment
system....We have the experience, the insurance, we
warranty the products, and we service what we sell.”
SAMM Sound offers a wide variety of products includ-
ing; Bose, Boston Acoustics, Yamaha, Marantz, Martin
Logan, Monitor Audio, Niles Audio, Origin Acoustics,
RBH Sound, Sonance, Speakercraft, Stealth Acoustics,
Stereo Stone, Sunfire, TDG Audio and Velodyne. DiMeo
and his team encourage customers to “come visit and
see what they look like and what they sound like.”

SAMM Sound even has speakers that blend into an
outdoor setting, disguised as rocks or mushrooms, so
as not to disrupt the backyard panorama.The best
part about SAMM Sound’s outdoor set-ups is that
their televisions and speakers are completely weather
proof.That means no lugging equipment inside and
outside whenever it rains and no tripping over cords
to set up music by the pool.

One of the outdoor televisions that SAMM Sound
offers is SunBrite, a leading brand in outdoor enter-
tainment. SunBrite offers televisions ranging in size
from 32 inches to 84 inches all of which are weather
proof. One of SunBrite's televisions is made specifi-
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cally for full-shade environments such as under-
neath patios while another is made for full-sun
areas.The different types of SunBrite televisions
allow for the least possible glare and the best
possible picture quality. For example, the
SunBrite Pro Series is a completely weather-
proof television with tempered glass and a
heat-resistant screen to protect against even
the harshest of weather conditions. Paired with
top-of-the-line speakers, the perfect outdoor
entertainment is more than possible.

One of the speaker systems SAMM Sound offers
is Sonos speakers, which allow customers the
ability to pair their smart device music apps
such as Spotify directly with the wireless speak-
ers. Sonos speakers do not have to be synced,
however, meaning one family member could be
outside listening to Led Zepplin while another
is inside listening to Ed Sheeran in the kitchen.
If hosting an indoor and outdoor party, Sonos
speakers can be synced to play the same music
throughout the house and outside. One of the

most interesting accessories for speaker systems
that SAMM Sound offers is Trueplay. Trueplay is a

speaker tuning program that measures the size

and shape of a room including anything in the
room that may disrupt the sound quality and
adjusts the speakers to play accordingly.All of
the products SAMM Sound offers are on display
and ready to be explained by staff on site.

DiMeo and his team stress customer relations
and the importance of leaving customers happy,
willing to return for repeat business, and spread
the good reputation of SAMM Sound; “We pride
ourselves on our relationships with our cus-
tomers...it's part of why we've been in business
so long,” explains DiMeo. Spend more time out-
side this summer with family and friends. Don't
wait for Memorial Day Weekend or Fourth of
July to start planning an outdoor entertainment
area.The time is now, visit SAMM Sound's im-
pressive showroom, receive a demonstration
from their knowledgeable and friendly staff,
and start planning the outdoor entertainment
area that seemed possible only in dreams.

*  Home Automation Solutions
* Home Theatre Design/Build
¢ Certified Gold Sonos Dealer
e Audio/Video Furniture

* Home Surveillance Systems

Video Systems

SOMM
s 6(’"D 1973

Professionals in Home & Mobile Electronics

* Automotive System Installations

* Direct Dealer: Sony, Samsung, LG TV's
* Commercial & Residential Audio/

Call to Schedule a Free Consultation

973.575.8910

Visit Our Convenient Showroom at
1103 Bloomfield Ave. West Caldwell

SammSound.com (£ XinX 5 )P
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Receive 10% OFF* Ghesks

all Stressless® Furniture.

EKORNES

THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT™

ENJOY SOME MUCH NEEDED TAX RELIEF.

Remain cool, calm and collected this tax season with the ultimate comfort, Stressless. As our BalanceAdapt™-system

automatically adjusts your sitting angle to matchyour body’s every move, you’ll wind down your day in perfect harmony.
Stressless is proudly endorsed by the American Chiropractic Association.

*Visit Flemington
Department Store
for complete details.
FURNITURE ®¢ MATTRESSES 8 FLOORING
APPAREL 8 FOOTWEAR & WWORKWEAR

151 ROUTE 31 FLEMINGTON, NJ « (908) 782-7662

ON LEFT 2 MILES NORTH OF THE FLEMINGTON CIRCLE
Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-8pm ¢ Sat. 9am-6pm ¢ Sun. 11am-5pm

D www.flemingtondepartmentstore.com
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