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boat motors only. ADA
accessible fishing platform.
Hunting and/or discharge of
weapons prohibited.

Directions: 26 miles east of
Missoula on Interstate 90 to Exit
130 (Beavertail Hill), 0.25 mile
north. 

Kohrs Bend – River right,
mile 304

Day use only; hand launch
only. Hunting and/or discharge
of weapons prohibited.

Directions: North of Deer
Lodge off Interstate 90 at Beck
Hill Exit 179 (Beck Hill), then
west on gravel road. 

Drummond – River left,
mile 273

Day use only; concrete boat
launch. Site maintained and
managed by the city of
Drummond; latrine available at
fairgrounds.

Hunting and/or discharge of
weapons prohibited.

Directions: From Interstate
90 and Highway 1 junction, take
Highway 1 for 0.8 mile toward
Philipsburg and turn left at the

FAS sign (mile marker 63), go
0.5 mile turn into entrance of
Drummond City Park. 

Bearmouth – River right,
mile 254

Day use only; no boat
launch. No latrine. Discharge of
weapons restricted as posted
on-site.

Directions: 33 miles east of
Missoula on Interstate 90 to 
Exit 138 (Bearmouth Exit), then
north for 0.1 miles. 

Schwartz Creek – River
right, mile 236

Day use only; gravel bar boat

launch; latrine. Hunting and/or
discharge of weapons prohibited.

Directions: 15 miles east of
Missoula to Exit 120 (Clinton),
turn south, east on Frontage
Road for 1.7 miles to Schwartz
Creek Road, 0.5 miles to site. 

Turah – River left, mile 228
Day use only; gravel bar boat

launch; latrine. Hunting and/or
discharge of weapons
prohibited.

Directions: 8 miles east of
Missoula on Interstate 90 to 
Exit 113 (Turah), south then east
for 2 miles. 
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See UPPER, Page 47

Upper Clark Fork River fishing access sites 
FROM PAGE 45

Pedestrian only trail
Multi-use trail
On-street bike lane
On-street bike route
City open space and parks
Conservation easement – public access
Conservation easement – no public access

Ron MacDonald Riverfront trail system
Southside

Orange Street to University of Montana
Miles: 1.5
Elevation gain: None
Dogs: On leash

Thanks to combined efforts of the city of Missoula, the Missoula
Redevelopment Agency, the University of Montana and the Missoulian,
this stretch of riverfront has been transformed from a railroad and
power line right of way to an attractive open-space corridor.

The trail on the south side of the Clark Fork connects some popular
community parks and recreation areas.

McCormick Park, at the western end of the trail, is a 26-acre city
park with a public swimming pool, children’s fishing pond, tennis
courts, playground and ball fields. In winter, ice skating is available.

John C. Toole Park, a 12-acre city park west of the Madison Street
Bridge, has a 400-meter running track and a large grassy area that’s a
favorite spot for tossing Frisbees. You’ll find restrooms in this park.
Along the river, look for several large rocks on which to perch and
watch the water flow.

P aths along the downtown riverfront are at the heart
of Missoula’s trail network. Walking, bicycling and,
in some places, horseback-riding paths along the

Clark Fork River connect city parks and open space,
neighborhoods, businesses and the University of
Montana. Routes branching off this central corridor link
urban Missoula with its surroundings and provide far-
reaching access to the great Montana outdoors.

Riverfront trails extend from west of downtown
Missoula into Hellgate Canyon, east of town. You can
cross the river on any one of the three street bridges
across the Clark Fork within this zone – the Orange
Street, Higgins Avenue and Madison Street bridges.
There’s also a footbridge off Van Buren Street, just north
of the University of Montana campus, and another off
California Street, and under the Madison Street Bridge.

Missoulians of all ages enjoy these trails from sunrise
to sunset. All the trails are wide and level, with virtually no
change in elevation. You’ll find some nice views of the
mountains surrounding Missoula. Dogs are allowed on
these trails, but please keep them on a leash and clean
up after them.

The riverfront is a favorite place to take a midday
break or an evening stroll after dining out. If you’re a
visitor to Missoula, go to the riverfront to stretch your legs
and clear your mind after a day on the road. You’ll get a
look at Missoula and a feel for its unique character.

See Page 12
to continue east on 
Kim Williams Nature Trail.
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Source: Missoula Parks and Recreation


