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SomeThings Get
Better withTime.
We’re One of Them.

Serving Montana’s Hunting
Vehicle Needs Since 1937

282-7231
1-800-750-7231 (in MT)

Nate Dyk 539-1155
Mike Dyksterhouse 539-4352
Lowest Possible Interest, & GMAC Smart Leasewww.danhofchevy.net
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2014-2015 Season
Large Orders for:

Heavy Montana Coyotes
Deer & especially Elk Hides

USA’s Largest Selection of Tanned Fur
including Wolves, Wolverines,
Arctic Fox, Otters and Lynx!

We are now buying beef hides all year long!

Top 5 cats Utah, Oregon, Nevada Sales 2012
purchased by us over $1300 & $1400 each
Bought top cats over $1800 at Sale 2013

We purchased top lot of Alaskan Sable
May 2008 Fur Harvesters $200.00 each

- plus over 1500 Sable, 500 Canadian Alaskan Lynx, and
1000 Lynxcats at North American and Fur Harvesters 2008 May Sales

ALWAYS TOP PRICES - MONTANA PALE COYOTES

We buy large quantities of Canadian,
American Sable (Marten) Muskrat, Red Fox and Coyotes

We Buy Large Quantities of Deer & Elk hides.
Unlike our competitors,

we buy ½’s and ¼’s, #3 deer and fawns.
Fair grade. We can pickup.

Now BuyiNg aNd SelliNg
Furs, hides, elk teeth, claws & skulls, tanned furs, fur coats, fur hats,

fur blankets, horns, traps & trapping supplies, mounts & rugs.

We also own BREWERY ANTIQUES and SECOND HAND

WESTERN MONTANA
FUR CENTER

Specializing in Heavy Pale Lynx Cats

125 West Commercial • Anaconda, MT 59711
406-563-7926 • cell 406-260-2643 • georgekortum@gmail.com



Hunting guide • 2014 • 5

Headquarters
Your Hunting

Big Chief
front Load

Smoker

Store Hours: Mon. - Sun. 8am - 8pm
Exit 228 I-90 East. Continental Dr. Exit

494-7547 • Pharmacy - 494-4116

No Rain Checks and Limited to
Stock on Hand.

We Accept Food Stamps.
All Major Credit Cards Accepted.

WeSton
#8 eLeCtriC heavy duty

meat grinder

reg.$9599

SaLe $6999

aLpS
Big Bear paCk

reg. $4479

SaLe $3299

10x12 reg. $1399

SaLe $999

12x16 reg. $2179

SaLe $1599

roCk ChuCker
Supreme

Loading kit

reg. $29999

SaLe $26999

outdoor
edge
Skin

n BLaze

pLano SingLe
gun CaSe

reg. $2409

SaLe $1099

reg. $1399

SaLe $1099

reg.$10599

SaLe$8499

Camo StooL
reg. $699

SaLe $599

Camo Chair

reg. 3809

SaLe$1299

kerShaW
BLaCk
CoLt
knife

reg.$1949

SaLe$1599

text Sport
Camo tarpS
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MODEL#
Z 1 5 VDK99A A

SPORTSMAN® 570 SP

HUNTER EDITION

• Powerful ProStar 44HP Performance
• Electronic Power Steering (EPS)
• Double A-Arm Front Suspension

• Polaris Pursuit® Camo Graphics Package
• Hunter Edition Features: Polaris HD Winch, Gun

Scabbard, Rear Rack Extender, Work Lights, and
Hand / Thumb Warmers

HARDEST WORKING, SMOOTHEST RIDING FEATURES:

Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For safety and training information in
the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887. You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764. For safety training in Canada, contact your local Polaris dealer. ©2014 Polaris Industries Inc.

HUNTER EDITION

21 Fork Horn Trail
(near Four Corners)

406-586-9141
www.gallatinrec.com

THE NEW 2014 GRIZZLY 700 FI EPS.
In the real world, conquering the most remote terrain means bagging the biggest prize.That’s why you need the new
Yamaha Grizzly 700 FI Auto. 4X4 EPS. It not only provides a rock-solid, smooth, comfortable ride. It’s fully loaded:
three-position On-Command® 4WD, exclusive Ultramatic® transmission with all-wheel engine breaking, improved
EPS for even lighter steering and more – making it #1 in off-road capability. Yamaha Grizzly ATVs. Real World Tough.
To get you there and back, hunt after hunt, year after year.

________chase
___________passion

_______________

talestales________

exhilaration
______________adrenaline

________tough

chase
___________passion___________

301 N. MaiN • LiviNgstoN, Mt

406.222.1211

Shown with optional accessories. ATVs shown are recommended for use only by riders age 16 years and older. Yamaha recommends that all ATV riders take an approved training course. For
safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Always avoid paved surfaces. Never
ride on public roads. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; never carry passengers; never engage in stunt riding; riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix; avoid excessive
speed; and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Specifications subject to change without notice. ©2013 Yamaha Motor Corporation. U.S.A. All rights reserved. • yamaha-motor.com

™
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By Kelley Christensen
Montana Standard

Though the waterfowl hunting season dates won’t 
be set until the end of August, a Montana Depart-
ment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks official has said it 
will be a good year.
“Ducks in general are at all time highs,” said Ken 
McDonald, wildlife chief at FWP. “We’re expect-
ing really good numbers. There’s lots of water in 
the potholes and the duck habitat. There’s been 
good successful breeding. All in all the ducks are 
doing really well. We have the most liberal regula-
tions that are allowed.”
The only big change this year is that in the south-
eastern part of the state there’s a proposal to split 
the season so there will be a two-week break in 
the middle to allow two weeks longer at the end 
of the season. This change was proposed to give 

hunters more opportunity to hunt geese particu-
larly along the Yellowstone River.
Hunting seasons for the species are as follows:

-- In the Central flyway, duck, coot and associated 
falconry season have yet to be determined. The 
youth weekend is Sept. 27 and 28, 2014.
-- In the Pacific flyway, duck, coot, scaup and 
associated falconry season have yet to be deter-
mined. The youth weekend is Sept. 27 and 28, 
2014.
-- For both the Central and Pacific flyways, goose 
and its associated falconry season have yet to be 
determined. The youth weekend is Sept. 27 and 
28, 2014.
-- In both Pacific and Central flyways, tundra 
swan and swan seasons have yet to be determined.

What is truck gear?What is truck gear?
• Step BarS

• tri-Fold tonneau CoverS
• roll-up tonneau CoverS

• retraCtaBle Hard tonneau CoverS
• Bull BarS • Grill GuardS

• Fender FlareS • Floor linerS
• leatHer Seat CoverS

TIRE WORLD (406) 586-0488
86 Old Milwaukee Dr • Bozeman, MT

M O T O R S P O R T S

406.388.1313
542 AlAskA FrontAge rd.
BelgrAde, Mt 59714

www.yellowstoneMotorsports.coM

ATV & Side-X-Side RenTAlS

Good year
predicted for waterfowl hunting
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Deer hunting preview
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That first glimpse of polished tines darting through un-
derbrush is enough to get any deer hunter’s adrenaline 
pumping, and with six weeks of archery and five weeks 
of general season, hunters should have ample opportu-
nity this fall to fill their freezers.

Whether it’s a high mountain pass where a muley buck 
with deep forks stands in an alpine meadow, or a nar-
row creek bottom holding that perfect 5x5 whitetail 
nestled beneath a willow, more than 50,000 deer call 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Region 3 home.

And lest we forget the wily pronghorn, the fastest land 
animal in North America and resident of several west-
ern Montana valleys.

Finding animals could be more of a challenge this year 
because of strong moisture through the spring and 
summer, said Jay Sherley, avid hunter and owner of 
Capital Sports and Western Wear in Helena.

“There’s a lot of green grass out there, and it might be a 
little bit harder to pinpoint animals because it’s usually 
so dry and only a few green patches bringing animals 
in,” he said.

When it comes to getting started for the novice hunter, 
Sherley recommends heading to the hills early to scout 
for animals and taking the time to go into a sporting 
goods or archery shop and talking with knowledgeable 
people.

Mule deer numbers have fluctuated in Region 3 while 
whitetails in the region have avoid diseases plaguing 
them in other areas of the state, said Howard Burt, 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks biologist who over-
sees Region 3.

“For mule deer it’s defiantly variable and obviously in 

some areas they’re down quite a bit,” he said. “But this 
has been a pretty darn good year with some timely 
rains. We’re seeing some pretty good recruitment and 
fawn survival.”

While there has been a downward trend for mule deer 
for much of Region 3 in recent years, some areas have 
started coming back from those low numbers, Burt said.

The 10-year average for mule deer in Region 3 came 
in at nearly 42,500, while the total estimated popula-
tion for 2013 based on aerial surveys and harvest was 
33,700.

Most hunting districts in Region 3 require a special 
hunting license for antlered or antlerless mule deer, so 
hunters need to be aware of regulations for their unit.

Deer numbers look pretty good for some areas near Dil-
lon as well as the Gravelly units 322 and 330, Burt said.

Low mule deer numbers led FWP to cut doe tags for 
much of the state, although biologists have added tags 
in some areas.

For hunting districts 380 in the Elkhorns, and 390, 391, 
and 393 in the Belts, FWP eliminated antlerless mule 
deer tags, said area biologist Adam Grove.

“The mule deer are still down and we’re hoping they’ve 
hit rock bottom but coming back up,” he said.

With mule deer numbers down last year, FWP antici-
pated harvest would be down as well. That turned out 
not to be the case, as harvest came in at average or a 
little better, Grove said.

Sherley heard about plenty of success last fall from cus-
tomers at Capital Sports, he said.

By TOM KUGLIN
Independent Record

Deer hunting preview

Continue on page 8



10 • Hunting guide • 2014

“It seemed like last year customers’ success rates 
were way up,” Sherley said. “We’re also seeing more 
archery hunters and more females getting into it for 
sure.”

FWP biologist Vanna Boccadori based in Butte has 
also seen mule deer down in her area, although 
numbers are high enough in district 319 to offer 
some antlerless tags, she said.

“We’ve seen a west-wide decline in mule deer 
populations,” she said. “But we’ve done some winter 
range habitat improvements and upped lion quotas 
so I’m doing what I can.”

While areas near Missoula and in eastern Montana 
have seen whitetail deer ravaged by disease, Region 
3 has made it through mostly unscathed, Burt said.

Whitetail deer numbers are down from the 10-year 
average of nearly 24,000, with around 20,600 esti-
mated through surveys and harvest.

“We did not pick that up here as far as any large die 
offs like in some areas,” Burt said. “We have seen a 
little lower numbers of deer in some areas, but not 
those massive die offs.’

Grove did not have as much data on whitetails as 
mule deer, but they seem to be holding on a little 
better through the winter, he said.

While temperatures did get cold, they fluctuated 
enough the ground cleared for forage and spring 
came a couple of weeks earlier for his area than 
some others in western Montana, Grove said.

“We probably lost a few fawns but for the most part 
we had decent fawn recruitment which is a good 
indication of winter kill at about average,” he said.

While not many whitetails occupy the high country 
near Butte, they seem to be holding steady, Bocca-
dori said.

Although far fewer pronghorn reside in the western 
half of the state, the speedy antelope can be found 

in many of the grassy flatlands with limited tags 
offered by lottery. Some antelope hunters started 
off their seasons August 15 when archery season 
opened for the state with a special archery only tag.

Pronghorn in the Centennial Valley are stable to 
slightly decreasing in numbers while around Butte, 
FWP increased tags, he said. Antelope around 
Sheridan were doing pretty fair, although surveys 
have not been completed for last year, Burt said.

When it comes to trophies, an antelope with a bow 
and arrow is the hardest to get given the open coun-
try and the animals’ exceptional vision, Sherley said.

“This August has been amazing and the weather’s 
been good,” Sherley said. “It’s exciting for people to 
get out into the woods, but they still need to be cau-
tious of fires and all that stuff.”

For many hunters, hunting season cannot come 
soon enough.
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Turnaround Time
7 months -1 year

520 n. K street, livingston, Mt
406-222-2132 • Cell: 406-223-8960

htaxidermy@bresnan.net
Find me on Facebook

Used 2006 Hyde 14.6′ Low Profile
Drift Boat $5995.00…#1187

This boat has just been reconditioned and is ready to
go fishing. This LowProfile boat features front and rear
pedestals with Tempress seats, a rower’s storage bench
with a lowback seat, rear leg brace, bow storage, and a
floor anchor system. The price for the boat, trailer, oars

and anchor is just $5995.00

Idaho Falls Office:
1-800-444-4933 or 208-529-4343

FIBERGLASS REPAIRS
WE REPAIRALLMAKES &MODELS

Nice MouNtaiN cabiN for reNt.
Sits on 4 acres that backs up to Forest
Service. Stone's throw from the Gallatin
River. Halfway between 4 corners and Big
Sky. Perfect location for fisherman, skiers,
hunters. Peaceful location right next to yr.
'round creek. Hike, fish, hunt, right from the
cabin area. 2 bedroom, 1000 sq. ft. cabin.

Fully furnished.

www.houseonhellroaringcreek.com
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Hamilton • 9/19 - 21
Gun Show - Ravalli County Fair.
Missoula • 10/3-5
Gun & Antique & Flea Market
Missoula County Fairgrounds
Kalispell • 10/17-19
Gun Show - Flathead Co. Fair.
Butte • 10/ 24-26
Gun Show - Butte Civic Center
Helena • 10/31 - 11/2
Gun Show - Lewis & Clark Co. Fair.
Billings • 11/28-30
Gun Show - MetraPark
Hamilton• 12/5-7
Gun Show - Ravalli County Fair.

2014 GUN SHOWS
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Elk
PrEviEw

SPORTDOG.COMOMCTDOG.SPOR OMCTDOG.SPOR

AVAILABLE AT

BOZEMANDOGCO.COM

27 Pioneer Way • 406.209.8272

Soon the scorching summer days will step aside for the 
cooler days of September and on into the fall, bringing 
with it the first chance for most big game hunters to 
venture into the woods. 

For many hunters in the Helena and Butte areas, noth-
ing can match the bugle of a bull elk supercharged with 
the heat of the rut. Bugles can echo for miles across 
canyons as bulls search of mates, but can also give ar-
chers a sizeable advantage locating a trophy.

The end of October means rifle hunters can hardly wait 
to don hunter orange and make a few tracks through 
the season’s first snow in search of long ivory tips 
etched in the predawn light. But no matter your choice 
of weapon, the fall brings anticipation across the state, 
and hunters hoping for success are always looking for 
the best areas to bring them luck.

While elk hunting and simply finding elk can be hit 
or miss, sporting goods stores are gearing up for the 
season in their busiest time of year.

“I’ve been in business for 26 years, and every year ar-
chery has grown and my sales are up every single year,” 
said Gary Dudden, owner of Rocky Mountain Archery 
in Butte. 

Dudden also teaches bow hunter education, and the 
July field day graduated an incredible 162 bow hunters, 
he said.

One of the biggest mistakes novice archers make is us-
ing hand-me-down equipment that does not fit them, 
he said. Using archery gear with the proper draw length 
and draw weight is crucial to becoming a deadly shot, 
even if it means passing up a sweet deal on a bow from 
your uncle, Dudden joked.

Despite national polls showing hunter numbers down, 
Jay Sherley at Capital Sports and Western Wear in Hel-
ena is in the middle of another busy summer getting 
Helenans ready to hunt. 

By TOM KUGLIN
Independent Record

Continue on page 12
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31 PioneerTrail • BigTimber, Mt 59011 .4 MilesWest Of Exit 370

For AllYour Processing Needs Call 406-932-4555
Personalized Quality Service

Capital Sports added an archery shop last May, and the 
addition has brought in a huge influx of customers, he 
said.

“It’s crazy, we have three full-time guys and have a hard 
time keeping up,” Sherley said. “And elk is probably 
people’s prime elusive animal.”

Sherley recommends talking with experienced hunters 
and callers before going to the woods, adding that Capi-
tal Sports will offer an elk calling seminar on Aug. 26.
For rifle hunters, Sherley recommends a minimum cali-
ber of a .270 or 7mm_08, especially for kids or women 
starting out.  

Elk across much of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Region 3 are at or above management objectives, ac-
cording to the latest aerial surveys, and doing well 
considering the severity of last winter.

“Most of the region is looking pretty good from an elk 
standpoint,” said Howard Burt, Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks biologist who oversees Region 3. 

Areas north of Helena like 339 are near objective, while 

the lower end of the Belts are above objective in districts 
390, and 391, he said. The hunting districts in the Big 
Hole are at or above objective as well, he added. 

Some areas come in well over objective, with districts 
in the Gravelly Range estimated at 2,000 elk above and 
some of 390, 391 and 393 at double or triple objectives.
FWP biologist Adam Grove oversees, 380 in the Elk-
horns and the 390 districts in the lower Belts.  Getting 
hunters access to some private lands where elk frequent 
has kept numbers especially high for those areas, he 
said.

“There wasn’t much winter kill for elk,” Grove said, add-
ing that harvest numbers for elk in both the Elkhorns 
and Belts was close to average. “We’re generally well 
above objective.”
High elk numbers was echoed by FWP biologist Vanna 
Boccadori for her area near Butte, which includes dis-
tricts 340, 350 and 370, making up an area known as the 
Highlands. The three districts are significantly above 
objectives, and offer a nine day cow hunt with a general 
license, providing a good opportunity for hunters to fill 
the freezer and also bring numbers back towards man-
agement goals, she said.
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remington
783 Rifle With 3-9
Burris Bdc Scope

$699
Value now Just

$45999
After Rebate

thompson center
Venture Rifle With
Burris 3-9 Bdc

$867
Value now

$54999
After Rebate

ruger
10/22 22Lr Wood

Or Synthetic

$21999

saVage camo
Axis II Xp With Weaver Kaspa

3-9 Scope
$549

Value now Just

$34999
After Rebate

Versa max®
shotgun

Most versatile, reliable shotgun on the
market. Reliably cycles 12-gauge rounds
from 2 3/4” to 3 1/2” magnum. Reduces

recoil to that of a 20-gauge

$1499Value now

$99999
After Rebate

sWaroVsKi 10x42EL
now Just

$2320
Swarovski discontinued

Items At
Unbelievable prices

ammunition
9mm 124gr
cci Blazer

$1099

40 s&W 180gr
cci Blazer

$1499

45acp 230gr
cci Blazer

$1999

223 and
7.62x39 From

$669

270 and 30-06 ammunition starting at
$1699

r
i
F
l
e
s

443-4119708 NORTH LAST CHANCE GULCH
www.montanaoutdoorsports.com

WeatherBy
Vanguard With 3-12X50
Weaver Kaspa Scope

$899
Value now Just

$49999
After Rebate

“Calf crops look pretty good considering the winter,” 
she said. “We did have some weather that really settled 
in, and some areas that normally are windswept were 
not.”

Boccadori did see some elk winter kill in her area either 
due to weather or predation, she said. Hunting districts 
319 and 341 on the Fleecer Mountain Wildlife Manage-
ment Area surveyed below objective.

Despite the deep freeze throughout much of Region 3, 
calf numbers stayed as high as 40 calves per 100 cows 
meaning good numbers for this year and into the fu-
ture, she said.

“In general we’re seeing one calf to every two cows,” 
Boccadori said. “Various areas are going to offer some 
really good opportunities.”

Much of the Gallatin area and near Gardiner surveyed 
below objective, Burt said. 

Districts 310, 311, 360N, 360S all reported below for the 
Gallatin/Madison units. District 313 north of Yellow-

stone National Park reported 1,000 elk below objective.
Some of the Gallatin/Madison districts did meet man-
agement goals, with Districts 301, 314, and 362 hitting 
their objectives.

Districts 331 East and 332 West in the Pioneers also 
came in low, but district 329 was at objective with more 
than 900 elk estimated in the unit.
Hunting districts can vary widely in regulations, and 
some require special permits available through draw-
ings held earlier this year. Hunters should double check 
before heading out to their favorite local, as regulations 
could have changed from last year.
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106      Turn In Poachers.  Enough is Enough!  Make the call: 1-800-TIP-MONT (1-800-847-6668)
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Obtain A License Or Permit
• Only one license or permit of any type may 

be purchased each year, unless otherwise 
specifi ed and allowed in the regulations, such 
as a hunter may purchase more than one deer 
B license. 

• Many licenses or permits may be purchased 
from license providers or online licensing. Some 
licenses and permits are available only through 
a drawing. 

• Refer to the Licenses Available Chart for a 
complete list of resident and nonresident 
licenses and application or purchase deadlines.

Online Licensing
• You may apply for permits and/or licenses and 

purchase many general hunting licenses from 
FWP Online Licensing between approximately 
5:15 a.m. and 11:45 p.m., MST, 7 days a week 
within applicable sales dates. 

• Go to https://app.mt.gov/Als/Index and follow 
the instructions. 

• Online purchases must be made by using a 
MasterCard or Visa credit card.

• Montana residents must have purchased a 
conservation license through the automated 
licensing system (ALS) in a previous license year 
and have an ALS number to buy licenses online. 
See Residency.

• Don’t wait until the last minute to buy your 
hunting license online as carcass tags are 
mailed to you within 10 days of your purchase.

• All online license purchases and applications 
are fi nal and cannot be changed or withdrawn.

Interstate Wildlife Violator 
Compact (IWVC)
Montana is a member of the IWVC. Under the 
compact, member states recognize suspensions 
of hunting, fi shing or trapping privileges. It is illegal 
for a violator whose privilege to hunt, fi sh or trap 
is suspended to obtain or attempt to obtain a 
license, tag or permit in a member state. For more 
information, call 406-444-2452.

Residency
• It is illegal to swear to or to affirm a false 

statement in order to obtain an original or 
duplicate resident hunting and/or fishing 
license OR to assist an unqualifi ed applicant in 
obtaining a resident license. 

Resident
• To be a legal Montana resident and eligible to 

purchase any Montana resident fi shing, hunting, 
and trapping licenses, as per MCA 87-2-102, 
you must:
– have been physically living in Montana for at 

least 180 consecutive days immediately prior 
to purchasing a resident license;

– register your vehicle(s) in Montana;
– be registered to vote in Montana if you’re 

registered to vote at all;
– not possess (or have applied for any) current 

resident hunting, fi shing, or trapping privileges 
in another state or country;

– file Montana state income tax returns as a 
resident, if you are required to fi le.

– Once you have established your residency, you 
must continue to meet all these requirements 
and physically reside in Montana as your 
principal or primary place of abode for not 
less than 120 days per year (days need not 
be consecutive). 

– A person is NOT considered a resident for the 
purposes of this section if the person:

- claims residence in any other state or country 
for any purpose; or 

- is an absentee property owner paying property 
tax on property in Montana.

• To purchase an annual resident conservation 
license you will be required to show a valid 
Montana Driver’s License (MDL), a valid 
Montana Identifi cation Card (MIC) or a valid 
Tribal Identifi cation Card. 

• If your MDL or MIC was issued less than six 
months ago, you may be required to show 
additional proof of residency. An out-of-state 
driver’s license is NOT an acceptable form of ID 
for resident license purchases. Contact your local 
FWP offi ce for specifi cs.

Nonresident
• Montana’s nonresident guests are eligible to 

purchase or apply for most Montana fi shing, 
hunting, and trapping licenses. By state law, 
nonresidents are limited to, but not guaranteed, 
10 percent of the license and/or permit quota 
for a district. The Licenses Available Chart 
provides details. 

• Nonresident unmarried minors, at least 12 (by 
Jan 16, 2015) but not older than 17 years of 
age, can hunt in Montana as a resident if the 
minor’s parents, legal guardian, or parent with 
joint custody, sole custody, or visitation rights is 
a legal resident of Montana. See “Youth Hunter” 
chart for details on youth 11 years of age. 

Armed Forces
• A member of the regular armed forces of the 

United States, a member’s dependent who resides 
in the member’s Montana household, or a member
of the armed forces of a foreign government 
attached to the regular armed forces of the 
United States is considered a resident for 
Montana hunting, fi shing and trapping licenses 
if:
– the member was a resident of Montana under 

the provisions listed under residency at the 
time the member entered the armed forces and 
continues to meet these residency criteria; or, 

– the member is currently stationed in and 
assigned to active duty in Montana, has 
resided in Montana for a least 30 days, and 
presents official assignment orders and a 
certifi cate verifying successful completion of 
an approved hunter safety course from any 
state or province. 

Prerequisites
Conservation License
• Each new license year, a new Conservation 

License is required to purchase any fi shing, 
trapping or hunting license(s), or to apply 
for licenses/permits. Most licenses can be 
purchased from any FWP License Provider 
beginning late February. The Montana license 

year begins on March 1 and runs through the 
last day of February.

• In compliance with the Federal Welfare Reform 
Laws, Montana law requires each resident and 
nonresident hunter, including youth, to provide 
the last four digits of his/her Social Security 
number when purchasing a Conservation 
License or obtaining a Conservation License 
through a drawing. 

Hunting Access Enhancement Fee 
(HAEF)
This is an annual fee and will be charged at the 
time the hunter purchases his/her fi rst hunting 
license (including upland and migratory bird).

Game Damage Hunt Roster Rules
• The game damage hunt roster is a randomized 

list of hunters’ names. If FWP identifi es a need 
to implement a game damage hunt, the game 
damage hunt roster will be used to select 
hunters. Selected hunters will be contacted 
by FWP.

• Sign up for the game damage hunt roster is 
from June 15 –July 15, 2014, and only on the 
FWP website.

12-hour Closure

• In Administrative Region 4, elk HD 424 
and HD 442 may be subject to 12-hour 
closure for the antlerless portion of the 
general brow-tined bull or antlerless elk 
season,

• If the elk quota is reached, the general 
season will revert to only the brow-tined 
bull regulation until the end of the general 
season.

• Contact Region 4 Headquarters or the 
Augusta Check Station for updates.

Hunter Education 
Hunter Education Requirements
If you were born after January 1, 1985, you are 
required to show proof of completing a Montana 
hunter safety and education course or an approved 
hunter safety course from any other state or 
province prior to applying for or purchasing a 
hunting license, whether the hunting license is for 
the rifl e or archery season.

Youth must be 11 years old before they can begin 
taking the Hunter Education course.

Bowhunter Education 
Requirements
To purchase a Montana bow and arrow license, 
a hunter must:
• provide a certifi cate of completing the National 

Bowhunter Education Foundation course, or
• provide any prior year’s bowhunting/archery 

stamp, tag, permit, or license from any state 
or province. If you can no longer produce this 
license, for a $5 fee you may sign an affi davit 
stating that you previously held such a license. 
The affi davit is available at all FWP License 
Providers. The affi davit entitles you to purchase 
a current year’s Montana bow and arrow license. 
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Duplicate Certifi cates
Bowhunter or Hunter Education certificates of 
completion for the Montana hunter education and/
or bowhunter education courses may be obtained 
from FWP’s website at fwp.mt.gov.

License and Permit Types
Bow and Arrow License
A bow and arrow license, plus the proper hunting 
license is required during: (1) the deer, elk and/or 
antelope Archery Only Season; or (2) to archery 
hunt in an Arch-Equip only area or hunting district. 

Conservation License
Prerequisite for all resident and nonresident 
licenses. It includes the state lands recreation 
license which is required for hunting, fi shing and 
trapping purposes on State School Trust Lands.

Deer License
General Deer License
• The general deer license is Montana’s license 

valid for one deer. Hunters may hold only one 
general deer license. It can be used for deer 
as indicated under the “General Deer License” 
heading on the deer and elk hunting district 
pages of these regulations. 

• Residents may purchase only one deer 
and/or one elk general license each 
year. Licenses may be purchased from 
license providers or online licensing 
beginning mid January. Each license year, 
a new Conservation License is required in order 
to purchase any fi shing, trapping or hunting 
license(s), or to apply for any license or permit.

• Resident hunters may purchase a general Deer 
license over the counter at FWP offi ces and 
other license vendors. Residents may also buy 
a sportsman’s license, which includes a general 
deer license. Some disabled, youth, and senior 
hunters may qualify for discounted licenses.

• Nonresidents cannot buy their general deer 
license over the counter. They must obtain 
what’s known as a “deer combination” license, 
which includes a general deer license as well 
as several other licenses. Montana makes 
4,600 General Drawing and 2,000 land owner 
sponsored licenses available each year. 
Demand is greater than supply, so to get a deer 
combination license, you need to apply in a 
random lottery drawing by March 15 for either a: 
– Big game (deer and elk) combination license, 

which is also good for fi shing and upland bird 
hunting, or a 

– Deer combination license, which is also good 
for fi shing and upland bird hunting.

– You can apply for only one of these licenses 
each year.

Deer B License
•  Valid for one deer during a specifi c time period, 

or for a certain species and sex, and in a 
particular hunting district or group of districts. 
May be offered through a drawing or over-the-
counter.

• A deer B license is usually a license for antlerless 
mule deer or white-tailed deer, depending on the 
license type and hunting district. 

• The deer B license allows you to kill a deer in 
addition to the deer you could harvest with your 
general deer license. 

• There is no particular order in which the general 
deer and deer B licenses must be purchased 
or used. 

• Most deer B licenses are available through the 
June 2 drawing but some are available for 
purchase at License Providers, including FWP 
Online Licensing.

• A hunter may possess a total of seven deer B 
licenses in any combination.

• A hunter may purchase only one single-region 
deer B license for white-tailed deer per year. 

• The single-region deer B license for white-tailed 
deer is in addition to other deer B licenses 
a person may obtain through a drawing or 
purchase at License Providers. You must 
designate the region in which you will use the 
single-region deer B license for white-tailed deer 
at the time of purchase.Check the hunting district 
in which you will hunt for specifi c regulations and 
valid dates for the single-region license.

Single-Region Deer B Licenses for 
White-tailed Deer
• A hunter may purchase only one single-region 

deer B license for white-tailed deer per year. 
• The single-region deer B license for white-tailed 

deer is in addition to other deer B licenses 
a person may obtain through a drawing or 
purchase at License Providers. You must 
designate the region in which you will use the 
single-region deer B license for white-tailed deer 
at the time of purchase. 

• Licenses are available beginning August 4 
from License Providers, including FWP Online 
Licensing.

• Check the hunting district in which you will hunt 
for specifi c regulations and valid dates for the 
single-region license.

• The following Single-Region White-tailed Deer 
B License opportunities for residents and/or 
nonresidents are offered for the 2014 hunting 
season.

Single-Region Resident/Nonresident
White-tailed Deer B Licenses

R3
003-00. All Region 3 HDs, except 
Canyon Ferry WMA and Lake 
Helena WMA

R7 007-00. All Region 7 HDs.

Single-Region Resident Only 
White-tailed Deer B Licenses

R 7 007-01. 2nd WT B License. All 
Region 7 HDs.

Deer Permit
• Permits are valid for hunting the specifi ed sex-

age class during the time period(s) listed. 
• Hunters who receive a deer permit must use 

it with a current general deer license. A deer 
permit does not allow you to take a second deer.

• Hunters who receive a deer permit valid for 
taking an antlered buck mule deer (with their 
general deer license) are restricted to taking an 
antlered buck mule deer only in the district or 
portion of district specifi ed on the permit. They 
may not hunt antlered buck mule deer anywhere 
else in Montana even if the General Season 
or Archery Only Season is open to mule deer 
buck hunting with a general   deer license. This 
applies to all deer permit areas, whether limited 
or unlimited, for antlered buck mule deer. 

• Deer permits are available through the March 15 
drawing to Residents and Nonresidents. Be sure 
to check individual hunting district regulations 
for specifi c deer permit details. By state law, 
nonresidents are limited to, but not guaranteed, 
10 percent of the license/permit quota.

• Residents must hold a general deer license 
before using a deer permit.

• Nonresidents must hold a Big Game Elk/Deer 
or Deer Combination License before applying 
for a deer permit.

• The following White-tailed and Mule Deer Permit 
opportunities are offered for the  2014 hunting season.

Deer Permits Resident/Nonresident

R1 109-50, 130-50

R2
202-50, 204-50, 210-50, 212-50, 
213-50, 214-50, 215-50, 240-50, 
240-51, 250-50, 261-50, 270-50, 
281-50, 291-50, 291-51, 292-50

R3
300-50, 302-50, 312-50, 318-50, 
319-50, 324-50, 329-50, 335-50, 
339-50, 343-50, 380-50, 390-50, 
391-50, 392-50

R4 441-50, 455-20 (either sex MD 
or WT)

R5 510-50, 530-50

R6
630-20 (either sex WT deer, 
Residents with Disability 
Conservation License), 652-50

Over-the-Counter (OTC) B License
• Certain deer B licenses with unlimited quotas 

are available for purchase over-the-counter from 
License Providers beginning August 4. 

• The following over-the-counter Deer B License 
opportunities are offered for the  2014 hunting 
season. See individual hunting distr ict 
regulations for specifi cs. 

OTC Deer B Licenses

R1 170-00

R2 212-20, 260-01, 262-01, 262-02, 
290-00

R3
003-00, 312-00, 317-00, 320-00, 
322-00, 333-00, 340-00, 360-00, 
388-00

R7 007-00, 007-01

Continue on page 16
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Elk License
General Elk License
• A general elk license is the basic license for 

hunting elk. Montana’s general elk-hunting 
license is valid for one elk. Hunters may hold 
only one general elk license. It can be used 
only according to the specifi c regulations of the 
hunting district in which you hunt.

• Resident hunters may purchase this license over 
the counter at FWP offi ces and other license 
vendors for $20 plus the required conservation 
license ($8) and hunter access enhancement 
fee ($2). Residents may also buy a sportsman’s 
license (prices vary), which includes a general 
elk license. Some disabled, youth, and senior 
hunters may qualify for discounted licenses.

• Nonresidents cannot buy their general elk 
license over the counter. They must obtain 
what’s known as an “elk combination” license, 
which includes a general elk license as well as 
several other licenses. Montana makes 17,000 
of these General Drawing licenses available 
each year. Demand is greater than supply, so to 
get a combination license, you need to apply in a 
random lottery drawing by March 15 for either a: 
– Big game (deer and elk) combination license, 

which is also good for fi shing and upland bird 
hunting, or a 

– Elk combination license, which is also good for 
fi shing and upland bird hunting.

– You can apply for only one of these licenses 
each year.

Elk B License
• The elk B license is valid for taking an antlerless 

elk during a specific time period and in a 
particular hunting district or group of districts. 

• The elk B licenses are designed to control elk 
numbers and many are only valid on private land.

• A limited elk B license is obtained only through 
the drawing and has an application deadline 
date of June 2.

• Unlimited elk B licenses have no limit on the 
number of licenses sold and are available 
from License Providers, including FWP Online 
Licensing. See individual hunting districts for 
details.

• The only prerequisite for the elk B license is a 
conservation license. 

• Each hunter may possess only one elk B license 
per license year in addition to a general elk 
license.

• Elk B license hunting opportunities may be 
restricted to portions of individual hunting 
districts. See individual hunting districts for 
specifi c details.

• In the districts 100, 101, 103, 104, 109, 110, 
120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 130, 132, 140, 200, 
201, 202, 204, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 
216, 240, 261, 270, 282, 283, 285, and 291 
the following restriction applies: Hunters 
who receive a B license to hunt antlerless 
elk during all or any portion of the General 
Archery and/or Firearm Seasons may not 
take an antlered elk in the district for which 
the B license is valid.  This restriction applies 
for the entire season even if the B license is 
valid for only a portion of the season.

• The following limited and unlimited Elk B License 
opportunities are offered for the  2014 hunting 
season.

Elk B Licenses

R1

100-00,  101-00, 101-01, 101-02, 
103-00,  104-00, 109-00, 109-02, 
110-00,  120-00, 121-00, 121-01, 
121-02,  122-00, 123-00, 124-00, 
130-00,   132-00,  140-00 

R2

200-00, 201-00, 201-01, 202-00, 
204-00, 210-00, 210-01, 211-00, 
212-00, 212-01, 212-03, 213-00, 
214-00, 215-00, 215-01, 216-00, 
240-00, 261-00, 261-01, 262-01, 
270-00, 270-01, 270-02, 270-03, 
270-04, 270-05, 282-00, 283-02, 
283-03, 285-01, 285-02, 290-00, 
291-00,  293-00,   298-00 

R3

300-00, 302-00, 312-00, 314-00, 
315-01, 317-00, 318-00, 319-00, 
320-00, 321-00, 323-00, 328-00, 
329-00, 334-00, 335-00, 339-00, 
340-00, 341-00, 343-00, 360-01, 
361-00, 370-00, 380-00, 380-01, 
380-02, 390-00, 391-00, 392-00, 
392-01,   393-01

R4

004-00, 410-00, 410-01, 411-00, 
416-00, 422-00, 425-00, 425-01, 
425-02, 425-03, 425-04, 425-05, 
442-00,   448-00,   455-00

R5 005-00,   520-00 

R6
620-00, 621-00, 621-01, 622-00, 
631-00, 631-01, 632-00, 690-00, 
690-01

R7 700-00,   798-01,   799-00,   900-00 

Elk Permit
• Elk permits, allotted by drawings, allow you to hunt 

in a restricted area or time period or to harvest a 
bull where bull harvest restrictions exist for hunters 
who have only a general elk license.  

• Permits are not a second license for killing an 
additional elk. Rather, you must use them with your 
general elk license.

• Elk permits are available through the March 15 
drawing to Residents and Nonresidents. Be sure 
to check individual hunting district regulations 
for specifi c deer permit details. By state law, 
nonresidents are limited to, but not guaranteed, 
10 percent of the license/permit quota. 

• Learn about the hunting district you wish to hunt 
before applying for a permit. For instance, don’t 
put in for a backcountry area if you aren’t willing 
and prepared to backpack in. And don’t apply in 
hunting districts that are mostly private land if you 
aren’t certain you can get permission. 

• Residents must hold a general elk license before 
applying for an elk permit. 

• Nonresidents must hold a Big Game Elk/Deer or 
Big Game Elk Combination License before applying 
for an elk permit.

• In all or a portion of each of the following hunting 
districts a hunter is required to have successfully 
drawn a special permit before hunting a bull elk 
or brow-tined bull elk in all or a portion of the fall 
hunting seasons. See individual hunting districts 
for specifi c regulations.

• The following limited and unlimited Bull Elk 
Permit opportunities are offered for the  2014 
hunting season.

Bull Elk Permits

R2 212-45, 250-45, 270-50, 282-10, 
283-10

R3 310-45,  310-46, 313-10,  313-50, 
339-20,   380-20

R4

401-20, 410-20, 410-21, 411-20, 
412-20, 417-20, 420-20, 425-20, 
426-20, 441-20, 445-20, 447-20, 
450-20,  455-20

R5
411-20, 500-20, 502-20, 520-20, 
570-20, 575-20, 580-21, 580-22, 
590-20,  590-21

R6
620-20, 620-21, 621-20, 622-20, 
631-20, 631-21, 632-20, 632-21, 
690-20,  690-21

R7 798-20,  798-21,   799-20,  900-20

Over-the-Counter (OTC) B License
• Certain elk B licenses with unlimited quotas are 

available for purchase over-the-counter from 
License Providers beginning August 4. 

• The following over-the-counter Elk B License 
opportunities are offered for the  2014 hunting 
season. See individual hunting distr ict 
regulations for specifi cs. 

OTC Elk B Licenses

R2 212-03,  283-03,  290-00

R3 393-01
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Replacements
Replacements of lost, stolen or destroyed 
licenses or permits may be purchased at FWP 
offi ces and FWP License Providers. A second 
duplicate license for the same species within a 
two-year period may only be purchased at an 
FWP offi ce.  A person may not replace a license 
requiring a carcass tag a third time for the same 
species within a two-year period. A fee of $5 per 
license will be charged for each duplicate license. 
It is unlawful to:

• Swear or affi rm to a false statement in order to 
obtain a duplicate.

• Possess an original as well as a duplicate 
license(s). If the original is found, it must be 
returned to FWP at any regional offi ce.

• Allow a license of any type to be used by another 
person.

SuperTag Lottery

Open to residents and nonresidents.

Species
Deadline to 

Purchase SuperTag 
Chances  ($5 each)

Antelope

July 3

Bighorn Sheep
Bison
Deer
Elk
Moose
Mountain Goat
Mountain Lion

• Resident and nonresident hunters can buy 
an unlimited number of $5 chances to win a 
Montana hunting license for antelope, bighorn 
sheep, bison, deer, elk, moose, mountain goat 
and mountain lion.

• An individual may be successful in winning one 
or a combination of these SuperTags per year.

• Each SuperTag license allows one to hunt in any 
Montana hunting district valid for that species. 

• Moose, bighorn sheep and mountain goat 7-year 
waiting period does not apply to SuperTags.

• Chances are sold electronically at all FWP 
License Providers or via the online licenses at 
fwp.mt.gov.

• Proceeds from the sale of SuperTag chances will 
enhance public hunting access and boost FWP 
enforcement efforts. 

• For more information visit FWP’s website at 
fwp.mt.gov.

Availability of Licenses & Permits

Purchase your fi shing license, hunting 
licenses(s) and apply for drawings online
https://app.mt.gov/Als/Index

Deadlines and Cost 
• A complete list of licenses, cost and deadlines for 

drawing applications is available on pages 114-
115 in the Licenses & Permits Availability Chart.

• Applications, as well as some general licenses, 
and many licenses and permits awarded through 
a drawing, have a purchase or application 
deadline.

• Applications are available at FWP License 
Providers or may be downloaded from the FWP 
website. Nonresidents may call 406-444-2950 to 
request an application through the mail.

• You may have your application entered directly 
into the system at an FWP offi ce or you may mail 
in your application. If the application is mailed, it 
must be postmarked no later than the deadline 
date. The postmark must be an offi cial U.S. Postal 
Service mark. A postage meter postmark will not 
be accepted.

• FWP encourages hunters to apply online for 
permits/licenses awarded through a drawing 
as safeguards will not accept incomplete 
applications. Also, your information is retained 
for future purchases or license applications. 

Drawing Applications
• Drawing applications are available from FWP’s 

website at fwp.mt.gov and from License 
Providers.

• Applications for deer and elk permits must be 
postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service on or 
before March 15. Applications for deer B, elk 
B, antelope  and/or antelope B licenses must 
be postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service on or 
before June 2. Hunters may apply online no 
later than March 15 for deer and elk permits 
or June 2 for deer B, elk B, antelope and 
antelope B licenses.

• Both resident and nonresident hunters are eligible 
to apply for most of the licenses awarded through 
the drawings. By state law, nonresidents are 
limited to, but not guaranteed, 10 percent of the 
license and/or permit quota. 

• Drawings are based upon the fi nal quotas adopted 
by the F&W Commission which may differ from 
the quotas listed in the printed hunting district 
regulations.

• For specifi c license/permit opportunities please 
refer to the hunting district regulations where you 
will fi nd a complete list of all available hunting 
opportunities for each hunting district.

Party Applications
• Applicants may apply as a “party.” If you apply as 

a party, each party member must list the identical 
license/permit choices in the identical order on 
his/her application. If one or more party member 
does not pay the bonus point fee, but the other 
members pay the fee, those who have not paid 
the fee will be taken out of the party. It is unlawful 
to loan or transfer a license to another or to use 
a license issued to another.

• Either everyone in the party is successful in 
obtaining a license or everyone is unsuccessful. 
A party of individuals is assigned one random 
number in the computer. If that number is 
drawn, each member of the party receives a 
permit/license.

• The success rate for applying as a party versus 
as an individual is about the same. However, if 

a resident applies with a nonresident in a party, 
the whole party is considered “nonresident” 
because of the 10 percent quota limit on 
nonresident licenses and/or permits.

• The maximum number of applicants in a party 
is 5 members.

Licenses and Permits Through A 
Drawing
• You may apply for a permit and/or license that 

allows you to hunt in an otherwise restricted 
area or time period. You may also decide to 
participate in the bonus point system. 

• Residents must hold a general deer license 
before using a deer permit.

• Residents must hold a general elk license before 
applying for an elk permit. 

• Nonresidents must hold a Big Game Elk/Deer 
or Deer Combination License before applying 
for a deer permit.

• Nonresidents must hold a Big Game Elk/Deer or 
Big Game Elk Combination License before applying 
for an elk permit.

• Nonresident holders of a Landowner-Sponsored 
Deer Combination License are reminded that 
the license (including deer B licenses) entitles 
them to hunt deer only on the deeded lands of 
the sponsoring landowner. This license may not 
be used on leased or public land. However, the 
license is valid statewide for fi shing and hunting 
upland game birds. 

• Nonresident holders of a Landowner-Sponsored 
Deer Combination License may apply for a deer 
permit or deer B license only in the hunting 
district where they are authorized to hunt deer.

Bonus & Preference Point System

Bonus Points can increase your chances 
to draw a license or permit.
• Bonus points essentially offer you additional 

drawing chances and are used for fi rst choice 
drawings only. 

• Existing bonus points will be mathematically 
“squared” prior to the drawing. That means if 
you already have 3 “base” bonus points those 
will be “squared” and you’ll then have 9 bonus 
points going into the drawing. 

• If you wish to participate in the Bonus Point 
program (to use or gain points), make sure to 
check “YES” on the Bonus Point questions and 
include the $20 (nonresident) or $2 (resident) 
Bonus Point fee for each license/permit drawing 
applied for. 

• If you’re unsuccessful, you’ll be awarded an 
additional base bonus point for next year’s 
drawing.

• All “base” bonus points accumulate over time 
until you obtain a license/permit or you fail to 
participate in the bonus point system for that 
species. Bonus points are lost if they are not 
used for 2 consecutive years. 

• Bonus points are nontransferable; they cannot 
be transferred between the species drawings 
or individuals.

• The base bonus points for a party are the 
average of their individual base bonus points 
rounded to the nearest whole number.

Continue on page 18
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Landowner Preference
• Montana landowners (resident and nonresident) 

may qualify for preference in the license/permit 
drawings for deer, elk, and antelope.

• In order to claim landowner preference for 
deer B, deer permit, and/or antelope drawings, 
a landowner must own or be contracting to 
purchase at least 160 contiguous acres of land 
within the hunting district applied for. If the 
license/permit is only valid for a portion of the 
hunting district, the landowner must own land 
within that portion and the land must be used 
primarily for agricultural purposes. 

• In order to claim landowner preference for 
the elk B license and/or elk permit drawings, 
a landowner must own or be contracting to 
purchase at least 640 contiguous acres of land 
within a district regularly used by elk for one or 
more seasonal activities. If the license/permit is 
only valid for a portion of the hunting district, a 
landowner must own land within that portion to 
claim preference.

• A landowner may designate his/her preference 
to a member of his/her immediate family (blood 
or marriage related) or a ranch manager (paid 
employee who has state, federal, or FICA taxes 
withheld from pay). Only one person may use 
designated preference in a partnership or 
corporation.

• Nonresidents owning land in Montana should 
contact FWP Headquarters in Helena at 
406-444-2950 for details on how to apply 
for landowner preference. See the Licenses 
Available Chart for prerequisite license 
requirements and deadlines to apply. 

Drawing Results

License Drawing
Results

Refunds
Mailed

Nonresident
Combination Mid-April End of 

April

Deer & Elk 
Permits Mid-April End of 

April
SuperTags for: 
Antelope,
Bighorn Sheep, 
Bison, Deer, 
Elk, Moose, 
Mountain Goat, 
Mountain Lion

After July 16 NA

Antelope, Deer, 
Elk Licenses Mid-July End of 

August
Check for drawing results at fwp.mt.gov

Fees and  Refunds
• In addition to the cost of each permit or license, 

there is a $5 nonrefundable application fee for 
each license or permit you apply for. The $5 
fee covers the cost of printing and processing 
the application. 

• In some situations, FWP may refund resident or 
nonresident –in full or in part –fees for licenses 
and/or drawings. 

• The appropriate documentation (death 
certificate, medical statement, etc.) must 

accompany the unused license(s) and a signed 
request form certifying the license(s) has not 
been used. Nonresident license holders should 
call 406-444-2950 for information.

• Situations include:

  Reason                    Deadline         Refund
Death of licensee 12/31/14         100%
Death of family 
   member  12/31/14           90%
Medical emergency  12/31/14           90%

Call Licensing at 406-444-2950
• If you do not receive your license or refund 

within 2-3 weeks of time from refund dates. 
Note: the license fee is refunded if an applicant 
is unsuccessful in the drawings, unless there is 
a valid obligation owed to the State of Montana 
or if the refund is less than $5. 

• For information on drawings for big game 
hunting.

• For surplus license (any left over licenses or 
permits from the drawings) information and 
applications (available by early August).

License Discount Opportunities 
• Montana resident members of the Montana 

National Guard, Federal Reserve or Active 
Duty, who participated after September 11, 2001 
in a contingency operation outside the state 
for two months and have been released from 
active duty or discharged, are entitled to a free 
conservation license OR a sportsman without 
bear license for a fee of $2.  These licenses 
will be issued only at FWP offi ces.  DD 214 and 
supporting documentation is required.
– To take advantage of this opportunity you must 

obtain the license in the year you returned 
from military service, or in the following year. 

• A veteran with certain combat connected injuries 
may be entitled to half-priced licenses for deer 
and antelope. Up to 50 licenses will be issued 
annually. Contact FWP License Bureau Chief 
for details at 406-444-2663.

• Nonresidents who hold a current upland 
game bird license, big game combination, elk 
combination or deer combination license may 
purchase a nonresident turkey license for $55.

• Nonresident Youth Big Game Combination 
Licenses will be sold for $490.50 beginning 
March 1 to nonresident youth who have an adult 
immediate family member sponsor (applicant’s 
natural or adoptive parent, grandparent, brother 
or sister who is 18 years of age or older) who 
possesses a current resident deer or elk license 
or a nonresident big game, elk combination 
or nonresident deer combination license. The 
youth must  be accompanied by the sponsor 
while hunting. Applications are available from 
FWP’s website at fwp.mt.gov and will be 
processed at the FWP headquarters in Helena. 
For further details and an application, contact 
Licensing at 406-444-2950.

• Nonresident children of residents may be entitled 
to reduced rate licenses for up to six years from 
the date they received their diploma or GED. To 
qualify the child must have: 1) been born and 

raised in Montana; 2)attended and completed 
high school or attained a GED in Montana; and 
3) the parent(s) still reside in Montana.  Licenses 
will be issued at FWP offi ces with verifi cation of 
Birth Certifi cate, Montana high school diploma 
or GED, and proof that natural or adoptive 
parent is still a current Montana resident.  Any 
nonresident youth hunting with this license must 
be accompanied by a licensed resident family 
member while hunting in the fi eld.

• Nonresident students enrolled as a full-time 
student (12 or more credits) in a postsecondary 
educational institution in Montana or Nonresident 
full time students in another state who graduated 
from MT High School and their parent is a MT 
resident are now eligible for discounted hunting 
licenses.   The new nonresident college student 
big game combination license will cost $70.00 
and includes Conservation, fi shing, upland bird, 
deer and elk.
– Application for the nonresident college student 

big game combination license may be made after 
the second Monday in September at any FWP 
Regional offi ce or Department Headquarters in 
Helena.  To qualify, the applicant shall present 
a valid student identifi cation card and copy 
of paid tuition as current full-time enrollment 
at a post secondary education institution in 
Montana.  Payment of the $10 Hunting Access 
Enhancement Fee is also required. 

Youth Elk Hunts
• Youth 12 (by Jan 16, 2015) -15 years of age 

may hunt elk as listed in the specifi c hunting 
district regulations without applying for an elk 
permit through the drawing in the following 
hunting districts. Be sure to check specific 
hunting district regulations as youth hunting 
opportunities in some of the districts listed below 
may not include either-sex or antlered bull elk.

Resident and Nonresident
Youth Opportunities

with a General License

R 2
204, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 
216, 240, 261, 262, 270, 280, 281, 
283, 291, 292, 293

R 3
300, 301, 302, 310, 311, 316, 317, 
318, 319, 321, 328, 329, 331, 332, 
334, 335, 340, 341, 343, 350, 360, 
361, 362, 370, 380, 391, 392

R 5 560
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      License &
 Perm

its

Hunters with a Disability
• Certifi cation for  “special considerations” are 

lifetime certifi cations and do not need to be 
renewed annually. 

• For applications, detailed eligibility requirements, 
and information on licenses and permits for 
hunters with disabilities contact any FWP offi ce 
or on the FWP website. See addresses and 
phone numbers on page 113. 

Resident With a Disability 
Conservation License
• Residents certified as permanently and 

substantially disabled, as defined by FWP 
rules, may purchase a conservation license for 
$8 which includes fi shing, upland game bird 
(excluding turkey), state waterfowl license, and 
state lands recreational use license for hunting, 
fi shing and trapping purposes. 

Youth Elk Permits and Elk B Licenses 
• Elk permits and elk B licenses only for youth 12 

(by Jan 16, 2015) -15 years of age to hunt elk as 
listed in the specifi c hunting district regulations 
are offered in hunting districts listed below.

• To qualify, the applicant must:
– be 12 (by Jan 16, 2015) -15 years of age at 

time of application.

Youth Hunter
Age Available To Opportunities and Requirements

11 Resident & 
Nonresident

A youth 11 years of age who will reach 12 years of age by January 16, 2015 and can show proof of having 
completed an approved hunter education course at the time of purchase/application, may: 
• After August 15, 2014, hunt any game species for which their license is valid during an open season.
• Purchase a hunting license, except spring turkey and spring black bear. 
• Apply for any drawing, except spring turkey.

11-13 Resident & 
Nonresident

In order to carry or use a fi rearm in public, a youth under 14 years of age must be accompanied by a person 
having charge or custody of the child, or be under the supervision of a qualifi ed fi rearms safety instructor or an 
adult 18 years of age or older who has been authorized by the youth’s parent or guardian, as per Montana law.

12-15 Resident & 
Nonresident

Youth Statewide Two-Day Deer Hunt  –
• The F&W Commission is allowing two additional days to provide a hunting opportunity to encourage youth participation in deer 

hunting.
• Legally licensed hunters 12 through 15 years of age may hunt deer during the Statewide Two-day Youth Only Deer Season 

–October 16-17.
– During these two days, youth hunters with a general deer or deer B license may take those deer species and sex otherwise 

available on their general or deer B license the fi rst day of the general fi rearm season in the specifi c hunting district the youth 
is hunting.

• A non-hunting adult at least 18 years of age must accompany the youth hunter in the fi eld.
• Shooting hours, hunter safety requirements and all other regulations that apply to the regular deer fi rearm season shall apply 

to this youth two-day deer season. 

12-17 Resident Only A youth who has successfully completed a hunter safety and education course, and is purchasing his/her fi rst 
Montana hunting license, is entitled to receive a Resident Youth Combination Sports License free-of-charge. 

14 Resident Only A youth 14 years of age who purchases a discounted general deer or elk license, may use the license 
throughout the season, even if he/she turns 15 before or during the season.

12-17 Nonresident
Only

Nonresident Youth Big Game Combination Licenses will be sold for $490.50 to nonresident youth who have 
an adult immediate family member sponsor (applicant’s natural or adoptive parent, grandparent, brother or 
sister who is 18 years of age or older) who possesses a current resident deer or elk license or a nonresident 
big game, elk combination or nonresident deer combination license. The youth must  be accompanied by 
the sponsor while hunting. Applications are available from FWP’s website and may be processed at any 
FWP Offi ce. For further details and an application, contact Licensing at 406-444-2950.

Youth Resident/Nonresident 
Permits

R2 282-10
R3 313-10

B Licenses

R6 621-00, 631-01, 690-00

• The license holder may also purchase a general 
deer and general elk license at a discounted 
price. Applications for a Resident With a 
Disability Conservation License are available at 
all FWP offi ces and on the FWP website. 

• The certifi cation is valid for the life of the holder 
or until changed by the Montana Legislature. 

Permit To Hunt From a Vehicle (PTHFV)
• Residents and nonresidents certified as 

permanently and substantially non-ambulatory, 
as defi ned by State Law, may apply for a PTHFV. 
– Specifi c PTHFV fi eld regulations apply. A copy of 

these regulations will be provided at the time of 
certifi cation. Noncompliance may result in loss 
of this privilege. 

Permit To Modify Archery Equipment 
(PTMAE)
• Residents and nonresidents certified as 

permanently and substantially disabled, as 

defi ned by FWP rules, may apply for a PTMAE. 
The PTMAE allows a person with a disability 
to use archery tackle that supports the bow, 
and draws, holds, and releases the string to 
accommodate the individual disability. 

• Arrows are not exempt, and must meet requirements 
for the Archery Only Season. 

• This permit does not entitle the holder to use 
a crossbow during the Archery Only Season. 

• The permit only allows modifi cation of legal 
archery tackle and must be used with a valid 
bow and arrow license and appropriate hunting 
license.

Certain Combat Disabled Veterans
• A veteran with certain combat–connected injuries 

may be entitled to half-priced licenses for deer 
and antelope. Up to 50 licenses will be issued 
annually. Contact FWP License Bureau for 
details at 406-444-2663.

– show proof of successfully completing hunter 
education.

– be accompanied, while hunting, by an adult 
and/or guardian who is at least 18 years of age.

• Youth that are 15 years of age at the start of the 
general season, October 25, are eligible to hunt 
in the youth areas even if they turn 16 years of 
age during the season.
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Feel Free 
To Remove This Target

Courtesy of 



Hunting guide • 2014 • 23

The 2013 Legislature passed a bill that allows for the 
salvage of deer, elk, moose, and antelope killed as a 
result of a collision with a motor vehicle.

The bill allows a permit to be issued for the salvage of 
ONLY deer, elk, moose and antelope.

Permits are available at no cost, either through law en-
forcement officers on the scene of collisions or online 
through this web page.

Some important information on the salvage permit
To possess salvaged wildlife a person must obtain a 
salvage permit. A person has 24 hours to apply for and 
get a salvage permit.

If a person is involved in a vehicle-animal collision, the 
Montana Highway Patrol and some other law enforce-
ment officers responding to the collision will have the 
ability to process a permit on site. If not, a person must 
apply for a permit online themselves. This is accom-
plished through this web page.

A person may pick up an animal that he/she did not 
hit. The process is the same and he/she must obtain a 
salvage permit through this web page.

Anyone who salvages a road-killed deer, elk, moose, or 
antelope will be required to remove the entire animal 
from where it is found. Parts or viscera cannot be left 
at the site. To do so is a violation of state law and would 
encourage other wildlife to scavenge in a place that 
would put them at risk of also being hit.

APPlying for A PErmit
A permit cannot be issued without a person agreeing to 
the Affirmation on the following page. Be sure to read 
the Conditions for the Salvage and Possession of Ve-
hicle Killed Wildlife thoroughly and completely before 
going on to the permit application page. It constitutes a 
legal document similar to that which is signed when a 
person buys a  hunting or fishing license. A law en-
forcement officer may require inspection of the animal, 
parts, meat and may request the permittee take the offi-
cer to the physical site where the animal was picked up.
Be sure to fill out the application fully. The system will 
not allow you to print a permit that does not have com-
plete information.

Once the application has been made, go to the “PRINT 
PERMIT” box and click. When the permit is printed, 
be sure to keep it as it is the legal document that allows 
possession of the salvaged animal.

Click the link below to read the Conditions for the 
Salvage and Possession of Vehicle Killed Wildlife and 
apply for your permit.

AttEntion: 
The salvage permit system is not designed to oper-
ate on mobile devices. Do NOT attempt to apply for a 
permit on any mobile device.

Vehicle-Killed Wildlife SalVage Permit
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These dates are provided only as a general 
reference. Check current regulations for specific 
dates. Visit our website @ fwp.mt.gov
2014 Big Game Seasons
Antelope

900 series .............Aug 15–Nov 09
archery..................Sept 6–Oct 10
general..................Oct 11–Nov 09

Bighorn Sheep 
archery..................Sept 5–Sept 14
general..................Sept 15–Nov 30

Bison ..........................Nov 15–Feb 15, 2015
Black bear

spring....................Apr 15– Varies  
                                       (May 15-June 15)

fall archery ............Sept 6–Sept 14
fall .........................Sept 15–Nov 30

Deer & Elk 
archery..................Sept 6–Oct 19
youth, deer only, 
  two-day hunt .......Oct 16–Oct 17
general..................Oct 25–Nov 30
backcountry – HD’s 150, 151, 280, 316*
   archery...............Sept 6–Sept 14
   general...............Sept 15–Nov 30

Moose ........................Sept 15–Nov 30
Mountain Goat ...........Sept 15–Nov 30
Mountain Lion

archery..................Sept 6–Oct 19
fall .........................Oct 25–Nov 30
winter ....................Dec 1–Apr 14, 2015

2014 Wolf Seasons
Dates will be adopted in July, 2014

Contacts – FWP State Headquarters and  
Regional and Area Resource Offices

State Headquarters
1420 East Sixth Ave
PO Box 200701
Helena, MT 59620
406-444-2535

Region 1
490 N Meridian Rd
Kalispell, MT 59901
406-752-5501

Region 2
3201 Spurgin Rd
Missoula, MT 59804
406-542-5500

Region 3
1400 South 19th.Ave
Bozeman, MT 59718
406-994-4042

Helena Area Res Office 
 (HARO)
930 Custer Ave W
Helena, MT 59620
406-495-3260

Butte Area Res Office
(BARO)
1820 Meadowlark Ln
Butte, MT 59701
406-494-1953

Region 4
4600 Giant Springs Rd
Great Falls, MT 59405
406-454-5840

Lewistown Area Res
 Office (LARO)
215 W Aztec Dr
PO Box 938
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-538-4658

Region 5
2300 Lake Elmo Dr
Billings, MT 59105
406-247-2940

Region 6
54078 US Hwy 2 W
Glasgow, MT 59230
406-228-3700

Havre Area Res Office
 (HvARO)
2165 Hwy 2 East
Havre, MT 59501
406-265-6177

Region 7
352 I-94 Business 

Loop
PO Box 1630
Miles City, MT 59301
406-234-0900

These dates are provided only as a general 
reference. Check current regulations for specific 

dates. Visit our website @ 
fwp.mt.gov

2014 Upland Game Birds Seasons
Mountain Grouse .......Sept 1–Jan 1, 2015
Partridge ....................Sept 1–Jan 1, 2015 
Pheasant....................Oct 11–Jan 1, 2015
Sage Grouse..............Sept 1–Nov 1
Sharp-tailed Grouse...Sept 1–Jan 1, 2015
Turkey

spring....................Apr 12–May 18 
fall .........................Sept 1–Jan 1, 2015

2014 Montana Fishing Seasons
Lakes .........................Open entire year
Rivers** and streams .....................
    3rd Saturday in May - Nov. 30 
    **some rivers are open entire year
           – check the fishing regulations

2014 Montana Furbearer Seasons
For general reference only. 
2014 dates adopted in August, 2014.

Trapping District 1, 2 & 3
Beaver .....................Nov 1 - April 15, 2015
Bobcat .....................Dec 1 - Feb 15, 2015*

Trapping Districts 4, 5, 6 & 7
Beaver........................Sept 1 - May 31, 2015
Bobcat........................Dec 1 - March 1, 2015*

Portion of Trapping District 6 
Swift Fox....................Nov 1 - March 1, 2015*

Fisher, Marten, Wolverine  
(where open) .................Dec 1 - Feb 15, 2015*

Mink, Muskrat, Otter.....Nov 1 - April 15, 2015*

2014 Application/Purchase Deadlines

Big Game
Antelope ......................................... June 2
Bighorn Sheep ................................May 1
Bison ...............................................May 1
Black Bear

spring ..........................................Apr 14* 
fall................................................Aug 31*

Deer & Elk
     special permits ...........................Mar 15
     special licenses.......................... June 2
Moose .............................................May 1
Mountain Goat.................................May 1
Mountain Lion

general license ............................Aug 31* 
special limited entry ....................Aug 14*

Super Tags
Antelope, Bighorn Sheep, Bison, 

    Deer, Elk,  Moose, Mountain Goat 
    and Mountain Lion....................... July 3

*see species-specific regulations for license 
purchase restrictions.

Upland Game, Migratory and Webless 
Migratory Birds

Crane .............................................. July 31
Swan ...............................................Sept 4
Turkey

spring ..........................................March 6
fall................................................ July 31

Turn In Poachers – 
1-800-847-6668

2014 Season Dates

* May close earlier when the quota is reached.* HD 316 does not have an archery season

Chandeliers
Are Our
Specialty

Stop in to See our
Showroom!!

Large Inventory
created from

eLk, deer & moose
antLers chandeLIers
– our specIaLty WaLL
sconces – Lamps –

tabLes
fIrepLace tooL sets

WE BUY
ANTLERS Pete’s Antler Art

1005 Cobban
4 Blocks E. of KOA Campground
Butte, MT 59701
406-782-8269

7960 Green Meadow Drive

Elk - Deer - Moose - Antelope
Buffalo - Bear

We also make Breakfast or
Italian Seasoned BULK SAUSAGE

Call Glenn 458-0047 or Mike 422-6049
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These dates are provided only as a general 
reference. Check current regulations for specific 
dates. Visit our website @ fwp.mt.gov
2014 Big Game Seasons
Antelope

900 series .............Aug 15–Nov 09
archery..................Sept 6–Oct 10
general..................Oct 11–Nov 09

Bighorn Sheep 
archery..................Sept 5–Sept 14
general..................Sept 15–Nov 30

Bison ..........................Nov 15–Feb 15, 2015
Black bear

spring....................Apr 15– Varies  
                                       (May 15-June 15)

fall archery ............Sept 6–Sept 14
fall .........................Sept 15–Nov 30

Deer & Elk 
archery..................Sept 6–Oct 19
youth, deer only, 
  two-day hunt .......Oct 16–Oct 17
general..................Oct 25–Nov 30
backcountry – HD’s 150, 151, 280, 316*
   archery...............Sept 6–Sept 14
   general...............Sept 15–Nov 30

Moose ........................Sept 15–Nov 30
Mountain Goat ...........Sept 15–Nov 30
Mountain Lion

archery..................Sept 6–Oct 19
fall .........................Oct 25–Nov 30
winter ....................Dec 1–Apr 14, 2015

2014 Wolf Seasons
Dates will be adopted in July, 2014

Contacts – FWP State Headquarters and  
Regional and Area Resource Offices

State Headquarters
1420 East Sixth Ave
PO Box 200701
Helena, MT 59620
406-444-2535

Region 1
490 N Meridian Rd
Kalispell, MT 59901
406-752-5501

Region 2
3201 Spurgin Rd
Missoula, MT 59804
406-542-5500

Region 3
1400 South 19th.Ave
Bozeman, MT 59718
406-994-4042

Helena Area Res Office 
 (HARO)
930 Custer Ave W
Helena, MT 59620
406-495-3260

Butte Area Res Office
(BARO)
1820 Meadowlark Ln
Butte, MT 59701
406-494-1953

Region 4
4600 Giant Springs Rd
Great Falls, MT 59405
406-454-5840

Lewistown Area Res
 Office (LARO)
215 W Aztec Dr
PO Box 938
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-538-4658

Region 5
2300 Lake Elmo Dr
Billings, MT 59105
406-247-2940

Region 6
54078 US Hwy 2 W
Glasgow, MT 59230
406-228-3700

Havre Area Res Office
 (HvARO)
2165 Hwy 2 East
Havre, MT 59501
406-265-6177

Region 7
352 I-94 Business 

Loop
PO Box 1630
Miles City, MT 59301
406-234-0900

These dates are provided only as a general 
reference. Check current regulations for specific 

dates. Visit our website @ 
fwp.mt.gov

2014 Upland Game Birds Seasons
Mountain Grouse .......Sept 1–Jan 1, 2015
Partridge ....................Sept 1–Jan 1, 2015 
Pheasant....................Oct 11–Jan 1, 2015
Sage Grouse..............Sept 1–Nov 1
Sharp-tailed Grouse...Sept 1–Jan 1, 2015
Turkey

spring....................Apr 12–May 18 
fall .........................Sept 1–Jan 1, 2015

2014 Montana Fishing Seasons
Lakes .........................Open entire year
Rivers** and streams .....................
    3rd Saturday in May - Nov. 30 
    **some rivers are open entire year
           – check the fishing regulations

2014 Montana Furbearer Seasons
For general reference only. 
2014 dates adopted in August, 2014.

Trapping District 1, 2 & 3
Beaver .....................Nov 1 - April 15, 2015
Bobcat .....................Dec 1 - Feb 15, 2015*

Trapping Districts 4, 5, 6 & 7
Beaver........................Sept 1 - May 31, 2015
Bobcat........................Dec 1 - March 1, 2015*

Portion of Trapping District 6 
Swift Fox....................Nov 1 - March 1, 2015*

Fisher, Marten, Wolverine  
(where open) .................Dec 1 - Feb 15, 2015*

Mink, Muskrat, Otter.....Nov 1 - April 15, 2015*

2014 Application/Purchase Deadlines

Big Game
Antelope ......................................... June 2
Bighorn Sheep ................................May 1
Bison ...............................................May 1
Black Bear

spring ..........................................Apr 14* 
fall................................................Aug 31*

Deer & Elk
     special permits ...........................Mar 15
     special licenses.......................... June 2
Moose .............................................May 1
Mountain Goat.................................May 1
Mountain Lion

general license ............................Aug 31* 
special limited entry ....................Aug 14*

Super Tags
Antelope, Bighorn Sheep, Bison, 

    Deer, Elk,  Moose, Mountain Goat 
    and Mountain Lion....................... July 3

*see species-specific regulations for license 
purchase restrictions.

Upland Game, Migratory and Webless 
Migratory Birds

Crane .............................................. July 31
Swan ...............................................Sept 4
Turkey

spring ..........................................March 6
fall................................................ July 31

Turn In Poachers – 
1-800-847-6668

2014 Season Dates

* May close earlier when the quota is reached.* HD 316 does not have an archery season

knives: hunting
• kitchen • pocket
• hatchets • axes
• mower blades
• garden tools

sharpening &

smallengine repair
Best ratesin Town

Over30yearsexperience
Dave patterson&DougWilliams

XL INDUSTRIES, INC
933 Argyle St.

Helena MT 59601

406 449 4100

Jay Richards, Owner
520 Holmes Ave. • Butte, MT

24-Hour Service

USED PARTS
Domestic & Foreign

• Damage Free Towing
• Cold Weather
• Starting
• 4x4 Wrecker
• Car Unlocking

RED WREckER
SERvicE

Butte’s Oldest Wrecker Service

Service
owing

494-3606

At

and Good Tymes Casino

2544 Harrison Butte
782-9359

locally owned & operated

Food, Fuel
and Fun!

Get Your..... HagenbartH
Livestock
sHooting
Preserve

glen, Montana
Don richardson, Manager

406-835-2312
groups or individual parties welcome.
bird hunting from september through

March is available. keep your dog active
pointing, flushing and retrieving pheasants.
treat family or friends to a holiday outing.

1280 acres are permitted.
Please call for reservations or inquiry.
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     Identifi cation G
uides

Identifi cation Guide for Antelope, Deer and ElkANTELOPE, DEER,  AND ELK IDENTIFICATION

Buck (Horned): Any antelope with a horn 
or horns at least 4 inches long as measured
from the top of the skull.
Doe/fawn: Any antelope with horns less 
than 4 inches long as measured from the 
top of the skull.

Definitions apply to both mule and whitetail species:

Antlered Buck: A deer with an antler or
antlers at least 4 inches long as measured
from the top of the skull.
Antlerless: A deer without
antlers, or with antlers less
than 4 inches long as meas-
ured from the top of the skull.

Montana has some elk hunting districts
with special regulations governing the 
type of bull elk that is legal to harvest.

These diagrams and definitions are 
intended to assist the hunter in 
interpreting these regulations.

Antlered Bull: Any elk having an antler or
antlers at least 4 inches long as measured
from the top of the skull
Antlerless: A female or juvenile male with
antlers less than 4 inches long as measured
from the top of the skull.
Antler Point Measurement: Legal antler
point must 4 inches or longer.

Brow-tined:
Any elk having an antler or antlers with a visi-
ble point on the lower half of either main beam
that is greater than or equal to four inches long.
Spike Bull:
Any elk having
antlers which do
not branch or, if
branched, branch
is less than 4
inches long
measured from
the main antler
beam.

Mule deer

Whitetail deer

Antelope

Elk

BUCK DOE

BUCK

BUCK

BULL COW

DOE

DOE

Antlers on an older male
fork, and fork again

Ears are smaller 
in proportion to 
head than a mule deer

Antlers of a mature bull 
generally have 5 tines 
projecting from a main beam

Mane (ruff) is 
shorter on a cow

Large ears in 
proportion to head

Antlers on an older male 
consist of main beams with 
3 to 5 tines projecting upward

Buck has distinctive 
black band under
lower jaw

Does do not 
have a black band
under their jaw

Does may 
also have 
small horns

ANTELOPE DEFINITIONS

4"

CAUTION: Antlers on mule and 
white-tailed yearling bucks may look similar

Lower half
4"

DEER DEFINITIONS

ELK DEFINITIONS
Rope-like 
white tail with 
black tip

Tail is brown 
with white fringe. 
Erect tail is 
all white
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Identifi cation Guide for Antelope, Deer and ElkANTELOPE, DEER,  AND ELK IDENTIFICATION

Buck (Horned): Any antelope with a horn 
or horns at least 4 inches long as measured
from the top of the skull.
Doe/fawn: Any antelope with horns less 
than 4 inches long as measured from the 
top of the skull.

Definitions apply to both mule and whitetail species:

Antlered Buck: A deer with an antler or
antlers at least 4 inches long as measured
from the top of the skull.
Antlerless: A deer without
antlers, or with antlers less
than 4 inches long as meas-
ured from the top of the skull.

Montana has some elk hunting districts
with special regulations governing the 
type of bull elk that is legal to harvest.

These diagrams and definitions are 
intended to assist the hunter in 
interpreting these regulations.

Antlered Bull: Any elk having an antler or
antlers at least 4 inches long as measured
from the top of the skull
Antlerless: A female or juvenile male with
antlers less than 4 inches long as measured
from the top of the skull.
Antler Point Measurement: Legal antler
point must 4 inches or longer.

Brow-tined:
Any elk having an antler or antlers with a visi-
ble point on the lower half of either main beam
that is greater than or equal to four inches long.
Spike Bull:
Any elk having
antlers which do
not branch or, if
branched, branch
is less than 4
inches long
measured from
the main antler
beam.

Mule deer

Whitetail deer

Antelope

Elk

BUCK DOE

BUCK

BUCK

BULL COW

DOE

DOE

Antlers on an older male
fork, and fork again

Ears are smaller 
in proportion to 
head than a mule deer

Antlers of a mature bull 
generally have 5 tines 
projecting from a main beam

Mane (ruff) is 
shorter on a cow

Large ears in 
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406.587.0039 - 800.877.9606
www.bigskyrv.com 8466 Huffine Lane - Bozemanw

406.281.7971 - 800.877.9606
6708 S. Frontage Road - Billings

The Jay Flight Swift SLX is so light, nothing will hold you back. Add the Baja Package with a flipped axle and off-road
tires for extra ground clearance. Enjoy an enclosed underbelly with full foil sidewall insulation (added option) and you
will have a truely 4 season Travel Trailer made to go any where in Montana. So go ahead - take base camp with you.

Starting at
$ 11,675

Attention Hunters!
Butte Produce has all your supplies

for meat preparation.

OPEN MON-FRI 7:30am - 5:00pm
3941 Wynne • 782-2369

Located in the North End of Thompson's Distributing

www.butteproduce.com

Available for The Montana Standard 
and Independent Record

App is free to download but 
carrier charges may apply.

Scan code or visit  
mtstandard.com/apps

Scan code or visit  
helenair.com/apps

Download our new 
Android news app
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489 XT

AT489

GRIM REAPER

MONGREL

SPARTACUS

AmericAn cAr cAre
3600 Harrison • Butte 494-4450

LiSAc’S Tire
2109 Yale • Butte 782-4294

LiSAc’S Tire of AnAncondA
1100W Park Ave • Ana 563-6110

441 S Montana
Butte

782-9108

Check out our
ATV Tires

301 S. Arizona St. • Butte, MT 59701
406.782.1306

ShoeS • BeltS • BuckleS

• GloveS Work • huntinG

• hikinG • WeStern

Visit us for our
huge inventory of
Hunting Boots
and Accessories

CASINO - ADULT GAMING

723-4757
Gentlemen’s Club

Hunters & Guides Welcome!
New Executive Room
for Private Dances

Serving Appetizers!

Sagebrush
Sam’s

Rocker Exit -
122Take
Frontage
Road

Exit
122

Rocker

OPEN 6Pm-2am
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THE LEGEND CONTINUES

$699
Convert from
Freezer to
Refrigerator
with the flip of a
switch.
17 Cu. Ft. Upright
Convertible Freezer/
Refrigerator
FKCH17F7HW

$399
9’ CUbiC Foot Chest FReezeR

model FFC0923dW
8.8 cu. ft. Chest Freezer with
Full-Access Sliding Storage

Baskets, Power-On Indicator Light,
Manual Defrost, Defrost Water

Drain and Lift-Out Sliding Baskets

$499
14” Upright Freezer
model FFU14m5hW
14.1 Cu. Ft. Upright

Freezer with
3 Full-Width Fixed

Wire Shelves,
Pop-Out Key Lock,
Power-On Indicator

Light, Bright
Lighting and Defrost

Water Drain

Butte - 800 S. Wyoming • 782-4231
Deer Lodge - 417 Main - 846-3311
Or call toll-free 1-800-281-9829

www.SteelesFurniture.com
Some itemS not exactly aS Shown • all itemS Subject to Stock on hand

$199
5’ Chest Freezer model
FFC05m4n
5.1 Cu. Ft. Chest Freezer
with store-more Removable
basket and Adjustable
temperature Control

THE LEGEND CONTINUES

THE LEGEND CONTINUES THE LEGEND CONTINUES

Frigidaire
15’ chest freezer

model ffch15m1nw

$509
Frigidaire FFCH15M1NW

14.8 cu. ft. Chest Freezer with
2 Store-More Removable
Baskets, Manual Defrost,

Defrost Water Drain,
Power-On Indicator Light and

Pop-Out Key LockTHE LEGEND CONTINUES

A wet year has made for good upland game bird 
hunting conditions in Montana this year. 

The upland game birds include pheasant, partridge, 
blue grouse, rough grouse, sharp-tailed grouse, sage 
grouse in the Dillon area with a shortened season 
and reduced bag limit, chucker, doves and turkey.
“We haven’t been in droughts. This spring wasn’t 
too cold and wet like a few years ago,” said Ken Mc-
Donald, wildlife chief at the Montana Department 
of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. “Our bird numbers are 
normal to above average around the state.” 

McDonald said in eastern Montana, a lot of land 
in CRP has been coming out of the conservation 

By Kelley Christensen
The Montana Standard

Continue on page 30

Wet year maKeS for good 
uPland game bird hunting
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Your Honda Awaits.
406.683.2205
201 E. Helena Street
Dillon, MT 59725

www.adventurecycleandsled.com
powersports.honda.com UTLITY ATVS ARE RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERS 16 YEARS OF
AGE AND OLDIER. BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND
PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, AND PLEASE RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT. OBEY THE LAW AND READ
YOUR OWNER’S MANUAL THOROUGHLY. *3.49% Fixed APR financing available for customers who
qualify for super preferred credit tier for up to 36 months through Honda Financial ServicesSM. Pay-
ment example: 36 monthly payments of $29.30 for each $1,000 financed. Offer good on all new and
unregistered ATV models. Not all buyers may qualify. Higher rates apply for buyers with lower credit
ratings. Offer ends 11/2/14. **$600 Bonus Bucks valid on 2014 TRX420FA2/FE1 models, 2014 and prior
TRX420FPA models and 2013 and prior TRX420FE models. $500 Bonus Bucks valid on 2014 and prior
TRX420TE/TE1/TM/TM1 models. $300 Bonus Bucks valid on 2014 TRX420FA1/FM1/FM2, 2014 and
prior TRX420FA models and 2013 and prior TRX420FM/FPM/FPE models. $600 Bonus Bucks valid
on 2014 and prior TRX500FPA models. $300 Bonus Bucks valid on 2014 TRX500FE1/FE2/FM1/FM2
models, 2014 and prior TRX500FA models and 2013 and prior TRX500FE/FPE/FM/FPM models. Bonus
Bucks redeemable only for purchases at dealer on purchase date. No cash value. Non-transferable.
Redemption value is not to exceed $600. Offer ends 10/31/14. Check with participating Honda Dealers
for complete details. FourTrax®, Rancher® and Foreman are trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd.
©2014 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (8/14) 13-1121

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

program designation, resulting in loss of habitat in those areas. 

“We lost a lot of habitat,’’ he said.
In areas with more habitat, the bird numbers are 
“holding their own,” he said. Region 3, which 
includes the Butte area, is in such an area.

montana hunting seasons for the species follow:
Mountain grouse (blue and rough): 
Sept. 1, 2014, to Jan. 1, 2015.
Sage grouse: 
Sept. 1, 2014 to Nov. 1, 2014
Sharp-tailed grouse: 
Sept. 1, 2014, to Jan. 1, 2015
Partridge: 
Sept. 1, 2014 to Jan. 1, 2015
Pheasant (youth season): 
Sept. 27 and 28, 2014
Pheasant (general season): 
Oct. 11, 2014 to Jan. 1, 2015
Turkey: 
Sept. 1, 2014 to Jan. 1, 2015

3555 Pax s on A v e . • Bu t t e M t . 406 . 494 . 8076

Proud to Be Part of Butte’s Business Community for the Past 32 Years!
You can Count on the Crew at

YATES BODY SHOP
for all of your auto collision repair work and 24-hour towing!

Good Luck to All the
Hunters This Season!
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We Service all makeS and modelS of

VEHICLES/MARINE/RVS!

DRIVE A LITTLE, SAVE A LOT!
BROADWATER FORD & MARINE

406.266.5207 • 800.336.2263
www.broadwatermotorsports.com • www.BrOadwaterPreOwned.COm • www.broadwaterFord.net

7675 HigHway 287 nortH, townsend • monday - Friday 8-6 | saturday 9-4 | sunday BY aPPOIntment

ON SITE TECHNICIANS
ON SITE NOW TO TAKE CARE
OF ALL OF YOUR ATV/UTV/
RV/MARINE NEEDS!!!!!
SCHEDULE TODAY!!!!!!

406.266.5207

*10% cash or trade/180 months

GET UP - GET OUT - GO CAMPING

CHECK OUT
THE NEW

INVENTORY AT
BROADWATER FORD

2015 FREEDOM
ExpRESS 271BL
Toy Hauler

$253.32
pER MONTH

2015 CHApARRAL
LITE 29BHS
Triple Slide Bunkhouse

$301.15
pER MONTH

2015 CHApARRAL
LITE 274RLS
Super Slide 5th Wheel, Air
Conditioning Power stabilizer
leveler entertainment system

$297.75
pER MONTH

2015 FREEDOM
ExpRESS 292BHDS
Super Slide Bunkhouse

$268.13
pER MONTH

2015 CHApARRAL
LITE 25IKS
Air Conditioning Power stabilizer
leveler entertainment system 3 slides

$275.54
pER MONTH

2015 COACHMAN FREEDOM
ExpRESS 282BHDS
Super Slide Bunkhouse

$253.32
pER MONTH

2015 FREEDOM
ExpRESS 233RBS
Double Slide Bumper Pull

$231.11
pER MONTH

2010 COACHMEN
MIRANDA 25IKS
5,901 miles, clean, two slides

$69,995
pER MONTH

ASK ABOUT

ASDEL ONBOARD
IN ALL OF OUR NEW

MODELS!
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Guide
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Find the Hunting Guide online!

Reaching the largest local audiences in southwest Montana

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!

This special supplement, 
along with many others, will 

also be featured on  
The Montana Standard, 
Mini Nickel Classifieds  

and Independent Record 
websites, available  

on desktop or  
mobile devices. 

Check it out today!

Send us your hunting and fishing 
photos for a special reader-submitted 
online photo gallery!

We want to see your hunting and fishing photos from the 2014 season! Submit them online for consideration 
to appear in a special reader-submitted photo gallery for everyone to see. We’ll be posting them online as they 

are submitted, with select photos periodically being featured in each respective print publication.

Butte 
Gallery

Helena 
Gallery

Bozeman  
Gallery

Scan the code to submit your 
photos for the Butte gallery.

Scan the code to submit your 
photos for the Butte gallery.

Scan the code to submit your 
photos for the Butte gallery.
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Get Your Vehicle “Off Road” 
Ready With These Preventative 

Maintenance Packages:

Hurry In!
Offers Expire 10/15/14

497-7820
MileHighCJD.com

On Harrison Ave., Next to Wal-Mart in Butte

“OUR SERVICE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE”

TRANSFER 
CASE

SERVICE

AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION 

SERVICE
•	 Remove	Old
	 Fluids
•	 Inspect	Linkage	
	 and	Gears
•	 Renew	Fluids	
	 with	Synthetic	
	 Fluid
•	 Test	Operations

•	 Power	Flush
	 Removal	of	Old	
	 Fluid
•	 Remove	Pan	&	
	 Inspect
•	 Replace	Filter
•	 Renew	Fluid

$10595 $18995

Fluid flush only
no filter ........... $119.88

HUNTER’S SPECIAL
•	 Gear	Box	Service
•	 Front	&	Rear	Differential	Service	&	Inspection
•	 Remove	Cover’s	Clean	Flush
•	 Adjust	and	Inspect	Back	Lash
•	 Record	Findings
•	 Renew	Fluid	and	Basket	with	Synthetic

REG. $229.66

$16288

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: 
OPEN SATURDAYS • 8 AM-NOON

Coupon 10% Discount


