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Annual small business seminar
planned Aug. 29 in Wharton

Special to the Journal-Spectator/Express

A free seminar for people interest-
ed in starting or expanding their small
business will be offered in Wharton on
Saturday, Aug. 29 from 9:30 am to 2:30
p-m. in the board room of the Wharton
Economic Development Corp., which
is located at the Wharton Civic Center,
1944 N. Fulton St. in Wharton.

It is co-sponsored by Wharton Eco-
nomic Development Corp., City Devel-
opment Corp. of El Campo, Wharton
and El Campo Chambers of Commerce,
Service Corps of Retired Executives
(SCORE), the City of Wharton and the
UH-Coastal Plains Small Business De-
velopment Center.

Lunch will be provided, sponsored by
NewFirst National Bank of Wharton.

The seminar, which has been held
annually for the past 17 years, is aptly
called “Exploring Business Opportuni-
ties.”

It is geared toward entrepreneurs, as
well as those who are already in busi-
ness but are wanting to take it to the

“next level.”

Jeff Jones, a local volunteer with
SCORE of Houston, will lead the sem-
inar session in discussions concerning
preparation of a written business plan
including financial projections.

Mike Price, another SCORE volun-
teer/consultant will lead the next ses-
sion, focusing primarily on marketing
and advertising, including the use of
various social media platforms.

Chip Wolfe with SCORE will key on
the importance of cash flow, revenue and
expense projections and good accounting
practices.

Kyle Smith, director of the UH-Coast-
al Plains Small Business Development
Center, will be present during the session
to answer questions concerning small
business loans and possible means for
financing the project.

David Schroeder, Wharton EDC’s ex-
ecutive director, said the organization’s
mission goes beyond just attracting
new employers and taxpaying entities
to Wharton to also helping local citizens
start or expand their respective business.

Answering questions in a myriad of
areas along with providing guidance
throughout the process, from start to fin-
ish, is a key component.

“The seminar is designed to assist
owners, managers and potential entre-
preneurs to identify basic management
problems, determine their causes and to
help participants become better manag-
ers,” Schroeder said.

For more information or to register for
the free seminar, call the Wharton EDC
at 979-532-0999.

In El Campo, folks can register by
calling the City Development Corp. at
979-543-6727.

For direct small business assistance,
contact Smith with the Coastal Plains
SBDC at 979-320-4085.

On the cover

A rendering of the new power plant under con-
struction at Exelon Energy. See story, Page 8.

Courtesy of Exelon Energy
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VWWHARTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP.

Wharton is seeing another billion
dollar year in capital investment

Special to the Journal-Spectator

Can we say red banner year?

The city of Wharton and our commu-
nity have not yet realized the various
capital investments that have started
or have been completed in this last year.
One billion, again — one billion dollars
—in capital investment have landed into
our community.

It greatly helps our tax base and sales
tax numbers when Exelon has a ground
breaking for a $650-plus million plant,
and the Lower Colorado River Authority
starts a phase of development on a $250
million reservoir, and other small busi-
nesses continue to develop in and around
Wharton.

An important outgrowth of additional
business activity is an increase in sales
tax receipts to the city and county. Lead-
ership from the city and county (past and
present) are excited about these develop-
ments. One major result is that new em-
ployees visit our retailers, buy or lease
housing, including hotels and RV parks,
and facilitate more sales tax.

Whartonians want lower taxes, and
while the Wharton Economic Develop-
ment Corp. (WEDC) does not control
the property values set by the Central
Appraisal District, the WEDC can help
keep city and county tax rates stable.

The city and the county should each
have an actual tax revenue increase in
excess of $1 million net of any abate-
ments or concessions granted to busi-
nesses. New businesses adding to the
tax base can mean local tax rates can
be reevaluated annually by City, Coun-
ty and other government entities. These
monies can be used to address services
requested by citizens.

The WEDC actively participates in
the economic development world to ben-
efit the residents of Wharton first. The
increase in sales tax receipts stemming
from new businesses, expansions, lo-
cation or retention projects are aided
through the economic development sales
tax. If we can increase the tax bases, it
allows the tax rates to remain stable for
our citizen tax payers.

Although WEDC faces notable chal-
lenges, the task is achieved through
successfully developing an economy and
business environment where companies
want to locate. Companies tell us they
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Staff photo by Keith Magee

Don Elliott, owner of Don Elliott Autoworld on Richmond Road in Wharton, stands inside the showroom, which is undergoing a major
renovation along with the outside of the building.

want to locate in cities that have a favor-
able tax and regulatory climate, which
offer excellent education and training at
all levels, infrastructure that can sustain
growth and support a desirable quality
of life.

The city-appointed WEDC board con-
sists of Marshall Francis, Mike Wootton,
Judd Perry, Freddie Pekar, Bill Ansley,
Al Bryant and Russell Machann. A de-
tailed annual budget approved by the
WEDC Board and the city of Wharton
will address the challenges and set the
path for the future of the city of Wharton
in attaining the quality of life everyone
desires. A few of the projects mentioned
in this 2015 East Wharton County Prog-
ress Edition will give a glimpse of the ac-
tivity WEDC has generated in the last
year.

WEDC annually re-evaluates ev-
ery tool available and thinks creatively
about how to move forward in the new
economic and operational reality. Even
after fulfilling the basic requirements of
having a Sales Tax Corporation are met,
the level of competition among cities
and counties for quality corporate loca-

tions and expansions requires concerted
efforts, as well as incentives to attract
new businesses. Whartonians voted to
collect sales tax to be used for economic
development projects and to capture a
tax base that will help Wharton sustain
itself. This has proven to be an excellent
investment for our future as more and
more cities and towns have economic de-
velopment programs.

Today, the highly competitive envi-
ronment characterizing economic devel-
opment virtually demands that we be
competitive with incentives, along with
being able to furnish the proper infra-
structure for prospects looking to locate
here.

Firms have come to recognize that
they have significant bargaining pow-
er in choosing a city and are using it to
effectively reduce their overall costs. In
seeking new locations, lower tax levels
and specific economic incentive packag-
es bring with them a fiduciary duty to
minimize overall outlays and maximize
profits. This year, WEDC aggressively
created structures of attractive packages
to compete against other cities.

It must be remembered that economic
development is a high stakes process in
which winning cities receive very signifi-
cant rewards of jobs, capital investments
and tax revenues; on the other hand, sec-
ond place (even a very close second place)
gets nothing. The availability of funds to
support economic development efforts is
essential, and the sales tax for that pur-
pose has enabled Wharton to improve
their ability to compete for new business
activity and retain existing business-
es. Without the resources provided to
WEDC by sales tax revenue, many of the
projects would simply not be possible.

The economic development incentive
options are allowing Wharton to be on
a short list of attractive locations for
the prospect. Most large firms employ
agents (site selection consultants) to
assist in the location process. Because
these consultant firms largely compete
with one another based on their ability
to secure incentives, areas without com-
pletive programs are often shut out or
eliminated from consideration.

See WEDC, Page 5
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Continued from Page 4

Many assisted businesses would not
have remained, expanded or located in
Wharton without the concerted econom-
ic development efforts funded by the
sales tax for economic development. A
year of developing stronger partnerships
with the Governor’s Office, the Greater
Houston Partnership and CenterPoint
Energy has gotten the attention of pros-
pects looking to expand.

In WEDC’s meetings with various
consultants, they want to know about
Wharton’s business climate, incentive
packages, available sites, solutions for
sites and lastly they will comment, “and
make sure you have the city looking good
when the clients make their site visit.”

Our involved WEDC directors are
keen on building on our strength of de-
veloping relationships with a prospect
that is mutually attractive.

Success on projects increased mark-
edly when funding for economic devel-
opment is available or facilitated by
the sales tax and incentives are imple-
mented. The economic sales tax is a ma-
jor milestone in the process to improve
Wharton.

Local economic development efforts

Progress 2015
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additions during the previous year:

« Hinze's relocation
- Exelon Power Plant

reservoir
- Little Caesars Pizza

new facility.

+ Dr. Nathan Nguyen, new medical bldg.
+ Wharton Veterinary Clinic expansion

+ Dialysis Center of Wharton/Dr. Dada

+ Bucee's additional 32 gas pumps
« Express Inn

- Auto Zone

« Wharton Guns & Gear

+ Coyote RV Park

+ Bernard Construction leased Alabama location in building LCRA

+ Wharton County Department of Family & Protective Services

« Gulf South/Boardwalk gas pipeline project

2014-15 new businesses, additions and renovation projects

The Wharton Economic Development Corp. has provided the following
list of individuals and businesses who have new projects, renovations or

- Love’s Travel Stop

« Dragonfly improvements, Caroline Wagner
« Yvonne Mader Craft Booth Shop

« Nonna's Emporium

- Painted Poodle Art Studio & Art Classes, Penny Medders

« Milam St. Coffee/Wall to Wall Books improvements, Linda King
- Starbrite Generator & Control Services

« Rosa’s Creations, 240 Milam

« All'in Stiches Boutique on Fulton

« Charles Obi Pharmacy & Medical Sales or rentals

« Boost Mobile Inc. took over AT&T in front of Walmart

« Marshall Francis, additional storage units

« Busy Bee Day Care on Alabama

« Don Elliott Autoworld major renovation

« Premier Party Rental/Alvin and Yvonne Hawkins
« Nan Ya Plastic Corp., USA

- Wolfpak Radio, Larry Kuciembua, John Alaniz

« Karen Ternois purchase 115/117 Fulton St.

- Amanda Hubenak, Unico

- Tina Jarvel, massage & haircuts

by WEDC sales tax are an important
reason for the success of stable city and
county tax rates.

The mandate for WEDC is to be pre-
pared to capitalize on economic growth
through installing infrastructure where
such improvements do not exist for proj-
ects, finding occupants for empty build-
ings and getting unattractive properties
updated or demolished.

WEDC has a strong, positive desire
among partners such as WCJC, WISD,
city of Wharton, Wharton County and
others in landing mega projects that can
result in the future for growth and hav-
ing jobs for our youth. WEDC and our
community will rely on the actions of all
for us to be successful.

WEDC directors want to thank the
Wharton Journal-Spectator and East

Bernard Express for creating this spe-
cial section, East Wharton County Prog-
ress 2015, to inform all residents of this
year’s activity.

Story written by Executive Director
David Schroeder on behalf of the Whar-
ton Economic Development Corp. board.
For more information about the WEDC,
call 532-0009.

oAVE A BUNDLE,

HARTON!

1.888. 8NEWWAVE | newwavecom.com
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Chamber of Commerce is Wharton’s front door

The Wharton Chamber of Commerce
and Agriculture is often the first stop
when folks are shopping for products
and services, starting a business, mov-
ing here or just visiting.

We have been Wharton’s front door
for nearly one century. We have served
and continue to serve as the go-to source
for tons of information about Wharton
and the maps to get there. The sky’s the
limit.

Simply put, we are in the business of
helping people do business. We connect
businesses and customers.

We support our business community
in many ways. We hold informational

very competitive commercial electricity

rates through our Wharton Chamber
RonN electric coalition.
We also operate the digital portal to
SANDERS Wharton from our website, www.whar-
‘WHARTON tontexas.com. Our on-line business
CHAMBER NEWS directory and map are well traveled
on our website, constantly connecting

businesses and customers, as well as
our email blasts and Facebook pres-
ence.

We range from some 700 to 1,000

luncheons, produce a first-rate map,
market Wharton as a destination for
travel dollars, host and support festi-
vals and special events, hold business

referrals to local businesses each month
from people using our website.
Community building — progress —
is a team effort.
How can we help you?

Ron Sanders is executive director of
the Wharton Chamber of Commerce &
Agriculture. He can be reached at 532-
1862. More information is also available
on the chamber of commerce’s website,
www.whartontexas.com.

networking events, showcase new
businesses and members with ribbon
cuttings and open houses. We also offer

BUSINESSES (TEMPORARY)

Exelon Power Plant

Bernard Construction (LCRA Reservoir)
Gulf South

TOTAL TEMPORARY JOBS

NEW BUSINESSES

Love's Travel Stop

Hinze's (new location)

Little Caesar's Pizza

Express Inn

Dr. Dada (new facility)

Family and Protective Services (new facility)
Day Care on Alabama

Wharton Veterinary Clinic (expansion)
Auto Zone

Charles Obi Pharmacy

Boost Mobile

Coyote RV Park

Dr. Nathan Nygen (new building)
Premier Party Rental

Wolfpak Radio

Coming Up From Nothing
Dragonfly/Caroline \Wagner

Wharton Guns & Gear

Fancy Pants Boutique

Nonna’s Emporium

Faith Christian Academy (expansion)
All'In Stiches Boutique

Rosa’s Creations

Starbright Generator & Control Services
Donna Design

Unico (relocation)

Tina Jarvel massage and haircuts
Yvonne Mader Craft Booth Shop

TOTAL PERMANENT JOBS CREATED

Jobs created in FY 2014-15

Source: Wharton Economic Development Corp. (as of July 2015)

Mattress
TYPE JOBS
Construction 400
Construction 150
Pipeline 100
650
35
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Let Select Imports help you furnish and decorate
your new home together!

423 E. BOLING HWY - (979) 532-0011

www.selectimportfurniture.com

Bedding

Wend

120

www.facebook.com/journalspectator

find us on

Facebook

www.facebook.com/eastbernardexpress

Alicia Rodri
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Edie Perez

979) 531-0678

% 1501 N. Fulton St.
Wharton, Texas 77468
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Major area employers

FIRM PRODUCT EMPLOYEES
1. Wharton ISD Education 320
2. Wharton County Junior College Education 277
3. Nan Ya Plastics Rigid PVC film 240
4. Wharton County Government 233
5. Gulf Coast Medical Center Health care 200
6. South Texas/Memorial Hermann Health care 164
7. Walmart Retail 160
8. J-M Manufacturing PVC pipe 130
9.HEB Retail 125
10. Bucee's Retail 100
11. City of Wharton Government 93
12. Dorian Tool Co. Machine tools 75
13. Maxim Production Co. Egg farm 50
14. Texas Dept. of Transportation State agency 26

Source: Wharton Economic Development Corp. (as of July 2015)
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. Wharton Lions Club

We Serve Since 1928

. Noon Meeting - Every Thursday
at Wharton Civic Center | O’'Quinn Meeting room.

, . tion! —
County’s Best Orgamiz@ T( \

Contact Debbie Cenko at 713-553-7882 It
www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/whartonlionstx

Eldridge

Air Conditioning

Proudly Serving Wharton County
& Surrounding Areas Since 1976

We service all brands of
air conditioners & heating units

% TRANE

Its Hard to Stop A Trane®

Independent Trane" Dealer

(979) 532-8130
(979) 343-3301

TACLA001118C

MID-COAST

TITLE COMPANY, INC

Serving all of
Wharton.County

with our
Records Starting

in 1824!
Locally owned and

operated since 1972

(979) 532-1512

111 N. Fulton St * PO Drawer 870  Wharton, Tx 77488

El Campo Closing Office
207 West Jackson St., El Campo, TX 77437
(979) 543-6845




8 AVharton Journal-Spectator ¢ East Bernard Express

PROGRESS 2015: INDUSTRIAL

Progress 2015

journal-spectator.com

-
;__.,
[
=
L 4

-]

{ PROJECT PHOENIX |
|
i

".ORADO 2FND ||

Colorado Bend 1T Power Project Team

Our Pledge 1o Safery

—__  ALSTOM

Staff photo .t‘Jy Chasity Valdez

Officials with Exelon Generation, Alstom, General Electric, Zachry and local officials break ground on July 8 at the site of the power plant in Wharton.

Power plant highlights year’s projects

By CHASITY VALDEZ
reporter@journal-spectator.com

Senior executives from Exelon Gen-
eration, Alstom, General Electric and
Zachry were joined by community lead-
ers from Wharton to officially break
ground on July 8 on the construction of a
new low-carbon, combined-cycle gas tur-
bine (CCGT) at Exelon’s Colorado Bend
Generating Station in Wharton.

The new natural gas unit at Colora-
do Bend will provide more low-carbon
electricity to the growing Texas energy
market. It will add 1,100 MW of capacity
to Colorado Bend'’s existing 498 MW. In-
stead of using water for cooling, the new
unit will use air, reducing the amount of
water required for operation. The unit’s
technology and design will make it one of
the cleanest, most efficient combined-cy-

cle gas turbines in the state and the na-
tion.

“This technology is state of the art,
and Zachry is going to deliver high qual-
ity folks to build it,” said Keith Manning,
executive vice president with Zachry.

There will be 300-700 construction
jobs opening within the next two years,
and 17 permanent jobs when the plant
is finished. Manning also said there will
be $20 million spent at local businesses to
purchase supplies for the project.

“Exelon is a forward-looking compa-
ny, and what we see is a clean energy
future that includes this kind of new
technology, which uses little water and
produces few emissions while generating
electricity at a very low cost,” said Ken
Cornew, president and CEO of Exelon
Generation.

“We're delighted to be the first to

employ this GE technology, and we’re
delighted to do it in Texas. This is how
Exelon sees the energy future of America
— clean, affordable and efficient.”

Wharton Mayor Domingo Montalvo
dJr. said he wants Wharton to grow and
prosper.

“For future prosperity in Wharton
County, we are going to need more pow-
er,” Montalvo said. “Exelon assures me
that we'll have the most efficient, reliable
power that can be produced with this new
unit.”

County Judge Phillip Spenrath said
Exelon will generate tax revenue that
will help Wharton tremendously.

“We're blessed and excited to have Ex-
elon here,” Spenrath said. “We have no
fear of what you are [Exelon] doing.”

Spenrath explained the revenue Ex-
elon will generate with respect to taxes

Unbeatable Prices

Celebrating 25 years in business this year !/

Wharton Motor Sales, Inc.
(979) 282-2828

Featuring quality built Ranch King Trailers

Unbeatable Quality

RANCH KING
e - ==

617 N. Richmond Rd.
Wharton, Tx

A PLUMBING o
PARTS

SERVICE

as, “Wharton County entered into an
economic incentive package with Exelon
that equates to a 48 percent tax abate-
ment. In actuality, Exelon will be grant-
ed a 100 percent 10 year tax abatement
but in return will pay Wharton County
a $1.2 million payment in lieu of taxes
(PILOT) for 10 years beginning the year
after the plant is fully operational.”

Ron DeGregorio, president of Exelon
Power, acknowledged and thanked the
first responders of Wharton.

“Safety is first, and we need local help
from the fire department, EMS, and all
first responders,” he said.

DeGregorio explained the Effort pro-
gram as being a program to get with local
first responders to show them and have
them be prepared in case something
were to happen. He gave the Wharton
Volunteer Fire Dept. a $2,500 donation.

New Construction
Repairs
Water Heater Sales
Service
Installation

216 N. Richmond Rd.

Wharton, TX 77488

Residential * Commercial  Industrial (979) 532-0223

A Full Service Plumbing Company Since 1968

A. J. Rath, owner LIC.# M-5188
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LCRA building new reservoir in Lane City

Special to the Journal-Spectator/Express

The Lower Colorado River Authority
is aggressively working to expand the re-
gion’s water supply and meet the LCRA
board of directors’ goal of adding 100,000
acre-feet per year to the region’s water
supply.

The largest of LCRA’s new water sup-
ply projects is the Lane City Reservoir
Project, an off-channel reservoir LCRA is
building near the Gulf Coast.

The project will be the first significant
new water supply reservoir developed
in the lower Colorado River basin in de-
cades. The Lane City Reservoir will be
constructed off the main channel of the
Colorado River, near Lane City in Whar-
ton County.

The reservoir could add up to 90,000
acre-feet of firm water to the region’s
supply. Firm water is water that can be
counted on without shortage even during
a repeat of the worst drought conditions
in the region’s history.

The Highland Lakes were created to
manage floods on the Colorado River and
to provide a sustainable source of water
for the basin as a whole. The Lane City
Reservoir is the first project that will
allow LCRA to capture and store signif-

Wharton Journal-Spectator file photo

Key stakeholders join the Lower Colorado River Authority in breaking ground in December at the site of the Lane City Reservoir.

icant amounts of water downstream of
the Highland Lakes. The new reservoir
will increase LCRA’s operational flexi-
bility, which will lessen the need to send
Highland Lakes water down the Colo-
rado River to customers near the coast,
while improving water reliability and
efficiency to meet agricultural and envi-
ronmental demands.

Courtesy photo
An expansion project at Nan Ya Plastics will add 2-30 jobs by the end of the year.

Nan Ya expansion project to add
20-30 new jobs by the end of 2015

By KEITH MAGEE
kmagee@journal-spectator.com

In 2012, Nan Ya Plastics Corp. USA
in Wharton added a new PET product
line which has proved to be very suc-
cessful, company spokesperson Sybil In-
man said

PET is Polyethylene Terephthalate,

otherwise known as polyester; used in
thermoforming and printing.

In mid-December 2014, Nan Ya began
construction to install a second PET line
at a cost in excess of $9.5 million.

This line should be in production
hopefully by the end of 2015 and will add
20-30 new jobs to the existing workforce,
Inman said.

The reservoir, which broke ground on
Dec. 10, 2014, is expected to begin oper-
ating in 2018.

Lane City Reservoir highlights

¢ First Off Channel Reservoir capable
of supplying water in the region since
World War II.

* First project that will allow LCRA

to capture and store significant amounts
of water downstream of the Highland
Lakes.

¢ Allows LCRA to take advantage of
the water climate in the lower basin.

e Will help improve agricultural wa-
ter reliability and efficiency.

e Will be able to hold 40,000 acre feet
of water.

Loous for

Auto and Recreation
Commercial, SBA, Real Estate
and Agricultural Loans

. . |
Instant issue Visa debit cards!

FIRST LINK 24-HOUR
TELEPHONE BANKING

New and improved
“real time” online banking at
www.FNBEAGLELAKE.com

Cowplete Checking
& Deposit Plaws

Including Business Remote
Deposit Capture

MEMBER FDILC

FIRsT Ty, T

0/7.&/

BANK

The First National Bank of Eagle Lake
138 S. Dill St.

East Bernard, Texas 77435
(979) 335-9900 - (979) 335-9907 (fax)

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER
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wdcJC wdJC wdJC wdJC waJC wdJC wdJC wdJC wdaJcC

Plan. Achieve.
Transfer or Work.

WCJC Offers a Program to Fit Every Need.

Associate of Arts Degrees

Academic Transfer Programs

WCJC offers core courses at all campuses which may be used to complete an Associate of Arts degree
for students planning to pursue baccalaureate degrees and enter four-year institutions as juniors.

An Associates of Arts degree in Teaching is available for students planning to pursue baccalaureate
degrees that lead to Initial Texas Teacher Certification.

Associate of Applied Science Degrees Certificate Programs
* Automotive Technology * Health Information Technology * Air Conditioning, Heating, * Human Services
* Computer Science * Human Services Refrigeration and Electrical * Manufacturing Technology
+ Computer Simulation and * Law Enforcement Technology + Electrical Technician
Game Development * Nuclear Power Technology * Automotive Technology + Instrumentation and Control
+ Digital Media * Nursing * Computer Science: Technician
+ Network Administration + ADN + Cisco Router Networking + Mechanical Technician
¢ Construction Management + LVN-ADN Transition + Digital Media o Office Administration
e Dental Hygiene * Office Administration + PC Technical Support + Administrative Assistant
e Early Childhood e Paralegal Studies e Cosmetology * Police Academy

* Electronics Engineering * Physical Therapist Assistant e Early Childhood * Surgical Technology
Technology * Process Technology * Emergency Medical Technology ¢ Vocational Nursing

* Emergency Medical Technology ¢ Radiologic Technology * Engineering Design:

* Engineering Design + Architectural Design

+ Computer Aided Drafting

Wharton County Junior College

» Offers Programs and Degrees to Fit Every Need including associate of arts degrees and more than 40 associate
of applied science degrees and certificate programs.

* Saves Students Money by making tuition more affordable than a four-year institution.
e Tailors to Your Education by providing personal attention via small classes, advising and financial aid support.
* Encourages a Great Start to Your Education by offering courses that transfer to a four-year institution.

* Provides More Choices by partnering with the University of Houston Sugar Land in Sugar Land and Texas State
Technical College at the WCJC Richmond Campus-Fort Bend Technical Center in Richmond.

Wharton County Junior College

wcjc.edu 1.800.561.WCJC
WHARTON SUGAR LAND RICHMOND BAY CITY

DMOM DfOM DfOM DfOM DfOM DIfOM DfOM DIfOM DIOM
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By KEITH MAGEE
kmagee@journal-spectator.com

As officials continue their planning for
U.S. 59 to become Interstate 69 through
Wharton County, businesses up and
down the highway are already preparing
for increased traffic.

A new truck stop is under construc-
tion, and an existing convenience store is
expanding.

In addition, a new restaurant has
opened at an existing truck stop.

Also up the road in Fort Bend County,
a Pilot Travel Center opened recently in
Beasley, with an Arby’s and a Cinabonn.

In Wharton County, a Love’s Travel
Stop will open in the fall at U.S. 59 and
FM 1161.

And at Buc-ee’s, the facility is adding
much-needed gas pumps — 32 addition-
al — to serve its customers.

Love’s Travel Stop

A Love’s Travel Stop is planned to
open later this year just north of Whar-
ton at the intersection of U.S. 59 and FM
1161 in Hungerford.

Construction workers are busy at the
site, but the weather has been a major
hold-up, company spokesperson Greg
Love said.

“We are hoping to be open sometime
late fall,” Love said.

The travel stop will be one of the com-
pany’s larger facilities at 11,000 square
feet, Dorian said. It will feature two
restaurants — Chester’s Chicken and
McDonald’s.

The store will also have room for
parking for 84 18-wheeler trucks.

Progress 2015
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Courtesy photo
A Love's Travel Stop, which is under construction on U.S. 59 and FM 1161 just north of Wharton, is scheduled to open sometime this fall. It has been delayed because of weather issues.

Love’s Travel Stop targets fall opening

Buc-ee’s adding more gas pumps

Courtesy photo
Bucee’s, a popular stop for motorists on U.S. 59 as they travel through Wharton as well as locals, is adding 32 gas pumps at the loca-
tion. A spokesperson for the company said all of the new fuel dispensers were scheduled to open to the public on July 29.

The U.S. 59 corridor, which will be up-
graded to Interstate 69, already has a lot
of commercial traffic and is expected to
have more.

Also, there is a lot of traffic from those
who travel to South Texas to go to Cor-
pus Christi, South Padre Island and oth-
er vacation destinations.

In addition to the two restaurants
planned, the store will have the usual
convenience store items — travel items,
snacks, coffee, etc.

During the holiday season, the stores
also carry toys and gifts for Christmas,
making it convenient for those traveling
to be able to purchase gifts.

Subway

Drivers along U.S. 59 will have a
healthly option when theyre ready to
make a pit stop.

A new Subway restaurant is now
open at the Texaco Truck Stop on U.S. 59
near County Road 216 north of Wharton.

A grand opening was held July 27-28.



MWharton Journal- 511 ectator t Bernard Exp Progress 2015 journal -spectator.co m

Walmart

Save money. Live better.

Open 24 Hours

Monday - Sunday

Pickup Options
Site to Store>V

At this store
Gas Station e Tire & Lube e Subway®

Pharmacy e Vision Center

Store 5246 10388 Hwy. 59 « Wharton, TX 77488

979-532-3986 © 979-532-3376




journal-spectator.com Progress 2015 AVharton Journal-Spectator ¢ East Bernard Express 13
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PROGRESS 2015: MEDICAL & SOCIAL SERVICES

Family, Protective Services in new building

By CHASITY VALDEZ
reporter@journal-spectator.com

Texas Department of Family
and Protective Services (DFPS)
has moved its Wharton County of-
fice to its new location in Wharton.

The organization is now com-
pletely moved out of the building
it was renting from the county
on Burleson Street and on Mon-
day was located in its brand new
building built by the state at 200
University Ave. The new facility
is located off North Fulton Street
and behind the East Gate Shop-
ping Center.

Adult and child protective ser-
vices are located in the new build-
ing and serves all of Wharton
County.

Also this year, a new medical
facility opened, and another med-
ical office building is under con-

ical Drive by Dr. Nathan Nguyen.

struction.

Dr. Mohammed A. Dada, M.D.
from Bay City began remodeling
a building that formerly housed
a child care facility on Alabama
Street last year.

The 8,000 square foot building
opened earlier this year and hous-
es the Dialysis Center of Wharton
and Dada’s office.

Also, Dr. Nathan Nguyen, along
with partner Dr. Comay Pasdar,
is building an 8,000 square foot
medical building off of Regional |
Medical Drive. It is expected to be
finished in three to six months.

Nguyen said the plans for the
clinic are to have specialists come
from Sugar Land at least once a
week to see patients.

“Our goal is to recruit a cardi-
ologist, GI doctor, podiatrist, sur-
geons and a lab center,” Nguyen

e

Staff photo by Chasity Valdez

The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services is now located in its new building at 200 Univer-

said. sity Ave. off Fulton Street and behind the East Gate Shopping Center in Wharton.

Courtesy photo
Construction has started for a new 8,000-square-foot medical facility off of Regional Med-
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Or every occasion!

979-532-0877

Stemware
 Jon Hart
« Consuela

SA\Hbuston * Wharton, TX

Boling Community Center

Boling Community Fellowship Hall
uare St. Joseph’s Pavilion
gifts 9839 CR 162 Boling, TX

For rental inquiries call
(979) 531-9838 or
(979) 657-2639

Find us on Facebook
@ www.facebook.com/bolingcommunitycenter

Staff photo by Keith Magee
The Dialysis Center of Wharton opened earlier this year on Alabama Road in a building
that formerly housed a child care center.

Fast Bernard
Simple Simon’s Pizza
Now Open for Lunch
Monday-Friday

979-335-7533

www.ebsimplesimon.com
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Express Inn opens in Wharton "~ BRISKET e« RIS » CHICKEN + LINKS #HAM: TURKEY

Courtesy photo

Earlier this year, a new motel — the Express Inn — opened in Wharton on FM 102 next to
Bucee’s. The motel features standard rooms with one or two beds, as well as refrigera-

tors and microwaves.

in AR g
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22 Years Experience

program that could save you money on your
home and auto insurance. 9 7 9-5 3 2 - 1 2 O 4
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PROGRESS 2015: WHARTON RETAIL

Don Elliott Autoworld getting a new look,
new businesses opening in downtown area

By CHASITY VALDEZ
reporter@journal-spectator.com

Wharton’s retail scene is growing,
with several new businesses opening
within the past year.

In addition, one of the biggest projects
is a makeover at one of Wharton’s auto
dealerships.

Here are some of this year’s high-
lights:

Don Elliott Autoworld

Don Elliott Autoworld on Richmond
Road is getting a facelift.

“They are upgrading to GM imaging
programming,” said Kay Elliott.

Some of the upgrades GM wants the
dealership to have are blue fronts and to
use certain materials inside and out.

“Everything the customer can see and
touch will be new and fresh,” said Elliott.

They are planning to be finished by
the first week in September, and then
when fully completed, they will have an
open house.

“We are eager for people to see it,” El-
liott said. “It’s going to be lovely.”

In addition to Chervolet, Buick and
GMC vehicles, Don Elliott Autoworld
also sells Jeep, Chrysler, Dodge and Ram
vehicles.

Nonna’s Emoporium

Nonna’s Emporium opened May 15
in downtown Wharton on Milam Street
near Monterey Square.

Antiques, decor, collectables, jewelry
and consignment items are available.

The owner, Yvonne Mader said, “Au-
gust is going to be a busy month for us.”

A flower shop and a lunch shop will be
opening in August. The lunch shop will
serve soup, salads and sandwiches, and
it will also have gluten free foods.

For booth rental or consignment infor-
mation, contact Yvonne at 979-531-3103.

Wharton Guns & Gear

In January, Tom Donalson opened
Wharton Guns & Gear in downtown
Wharton. He said this store is not only
guns and gear, but is also about personal
safety and situational awareness.

“We’re focused on home and personal
protection,” Donalson said.

He also offers concealed handgun
classes. According to Donalson, there are
less lethal alternatives, such as, pepper
spray or a pepper blaster that shoots
foam 90 mph.

Wharton Guns & Gear has many dif-
ferent styles of guns; however, there are no
class 3 firearms, such as machine guns.

For more information contact Tom
Donalson at 979-531-3100.

Fancy Pants Boutique

Fancy Pants Boutique located at 117
Fulton St. on Monterey Square opened
its doors July 1.

Floral, plants, signs, gifts, soaps and
custom painted furniture are all avail-
able at this boutique owned and operat-
ed by mother and daughter team, Pau-
line Goss and Kelly Hundl.

See RETAIL, Page 17

Courtesy photo

Fancy Pants Boutique has opened on Monterey Square in downtown Wharton.
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Staff photo by Keith Magee
Don Elliott Autoworld on Richmond Road is getting a new look this year, from the outside
to the inside of the facillity. The dealership is upgrading to the GM imaging programming.
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A favorite among many are
Yellow Box shoes, and Goss said
soon they will be carrying them
at Fancy Pants.

Staff photo by Chasity Valdez
Owners Morgan Muhlhausen, left, and Amanda Hubenak have
recently moved their Unico business to a bigger location at 210 N.
Houston St. in Wharton.

Unico
On May 15, Unico opened in
its new, bigger location at 210

— Retail businesses openi

AVharton Journal-Spectator ¢ East Bernard Express

N. Houston St. in Wharton.

Owners Amanda Hubenak
and Morgan Muhlhausen part-
ner with other local dealers:
Ashley Martin Designs, Tara
Marek, Burr Trading Company,
Bling All Over Boutique, Verdi-
greis Sky and Dirt Road Diva to
fill their store with one of a kind
items.

17

Nonna's
Emporium
is one of
several new
businesses
that has
opened in
downtown
Wharton.

Staff photo
by Chasity Valdez

Wharton

“Our claim to fame is that we
are unique, there is not two of
the same item anywhere,” said
Hubenak.

Antiques, collectibles,
clothes, jewelry, and re-pur-
posed items are sold at Unico.

Hubenek said, “People drop
off furniture and we give it life
again.”
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PROGRESS 2015: BOLING

Center receives grants for improvements,
BHS expands with new building on campu

Staff report

The Boling area saw a new building
completed last year at Boling High School,
and this year the Boling Community Cen-
ter is working on improvements for its fa-
cilities.

Boling Community Center

Earlier this year, the Boling Communi-
ty Center applied for and received three
grants for capital improvements. Cosmet-
ic and safety updates, kitchen and bath-
room renovations are some of the work be-
ing done to update the community center.

“To raise money for operating expens-
es, we rent the venues for all types of
occasions including wedding receptions,
quinceanaras, fundraising events, birth-
day parties, picnics, reunions, meetings,
etc. Boling ISD and various youth orga-
nizations use the grounds for a number of
activities free of charge,” said Teri Rolf, a
board member.

The organzation is in charge of three
faclities — the Boling Community Center,
Boling Community Fellowship Hall and
St. Joseph’s Pavilion at 9839 County Road
162 in Boling.

For rental inquiries call 979-531-9838
or 979-657-2639.

More information is also available at
www.facebook.com/bolingcommunitycenter.

Boling High School

Boling High School students enjoyed
the opening of a new campus building last
November.

Boling ISD’s new Science, Technology
and Art Building helped give the district
much-needed room for the programs.

Ground was broken in March 2014 for
the $1.76 million construction project at
Boling High School. It was completed lat-
er in the year, and an official open house
was held in November.

The 8,085 square foot building, which
houses new science labs, an art room and
a computer lab. was built next to the exist-
ing Homemaking Building.

The building includes two science
classrooms/labs that are 1,400 square feet
each, an art room and a computer/technol-
ogy lab.

The project was paid from the school
district’s fund balance, which was $5.2
million at the end of the 2012-13 school
year.

The district also had a $455,000 sur-
plus from 2013, which also helped the dis-
trict with the project.

i |i_'|;

Courtesy photo
The Boling Community Fellowship Hall is one of three buildings managed by the Boling Community Center. This year the organization
applied for and received three grants for capital improvements.

Courtesy photo
The Boling ISD added much-needed space to the Boling High School campus with the construction of a new Science, Technology and Art
Building, which was completed in November.
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Prior to the end of the school year, East Bernard Elementary School third grade students got a sneak preview of the park. The park officially opened on May 30.

Park opening highlights East Bernard’s year

The city of East Bernard has seen
much progress in the last year. New
employees, new park, and completed
projects are a few examples of progress
we have seen.

So far, 2015 has proven to be a pro-
ductive year for the city. We have accom-
plished a great deal in the first half of the
year, but we are also looking forward to
what is yet to come.

The city of East Bernard has wel-
comed two new employees in 2015. Tom-
my Sabrsula and Joel Torres do it all for
the city; whether it is mowing the park,
patching a hole or repairing something
that is broken; they are the faces you will
see.

We are thrilled to have our newly-es-
tablished maintenance department, but
we are even more thrilled to have two
fantastic employees who go above and
beyond for their city. If you see them
around town, please stop and say hello
and congratulate them on their new
positions.

Since we are on the maintenance
subject, let’s discuss what progress we
have made on the city’s infrastructure.
We have been able to get our pothole ep-
idemic under control. The maintenance
department got out there and hustled to
make sure our roads remained safe and

AUDREY
WESSELS

EAST BERNARD
CITY SECRETARY

drivable. We know this is an ongoing battle
and we will continue to patch as needed.

There are also some areas throughout
the city that will be scheduled for more
extensive road repair. We also have
drainage issues that will be addressed.
We will notify the citizens of any road
closures or detours that may be needed to
complete the infrastructure projects.

Street signs are being replaced or re-
paired. It is imperative that we stress to
our youth the severity of destroying road
signs. Replacing several signs each year
is very costly.

Our maintenance crew has also begun
a beautification project for the city. The
railroad will be finishing up maintenance
soon, and we will be able to get back out
there and clean the flag pole area, as well
as the frontage of U.S. 90-A. We hope
more is to come to the beautification
plans we have, but those are still being

discussed and will need to be approved
with Union Pacific.

The East Bernard Community Park
is now officially open. The beautiful park
opened on May 30, 2015 and has been a
great asset to our community.

It is a great place for a gathering,
birthday party, or just an evening stroll.
Volleyball, basketball, and soccer are all
now being played at the park. The kids’
area is quite unique, and children really
enjoy the nature themed play equipment.

The East Bernard Soccer players were
able to raise funds for a much-needed
backstop, and soccer is in full swing now.
They urge anyone interested in playing
to come out and join!

If you are interested in reserving the
pavilion or having a function at the park,
please contact City Hall.

We were blessed with a few donations
to beautify the City Pool. Thank you
Polak Petals and Vacek’s Hardware for
the generous donations. Polak Petals
donated the spectacular Anorak chairs
and Vacek’s Hardware donated some
fabulous plants for the front flower bed.
When you see them, please thank them
for their generosity.

A much-needed animal ordinance was
passed for the city of East Bernard. The
ordinance will go into effect in August.

Please make sure you have a collar and
identification on your animal. Animals
will also need to remain on your proper-
ty. For a copy of the ordinance or to report
stray animals, please call the City Hall.

We are in the final stage of production
for a much-needed website. The website
will allow our community an easier and
more efficient way of communicating
with city officials and city hall. We will
have forms available, public notices, and
much more information for the public
to view. We are very excited to debut the
website!

Future plans for the city of East
Bernard include more events throughout
the year. Some ideas include a movie
night in the park, snow days in the park,
and the second annual backyard bash.
Stay tuned for more information on these
events.

The city of East Bernard is committed
to making this city the best city to live
in. We are here for you. Please come see
us anytime at City Hall, 704 Church St.
We love to hear our citizens concerns
and suggestions to make East Bernard a
great place to live.

Audrey Wessells is city secretary of the
city of East Bernard. She can be reached
at 335-6558.
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PROGRESS 2015: WHARTON COUNTY JUNIOR COLLEGE

Officials from Wharton County Junior College, Tenaris and the Bay City Community Development Corp. (BCCDC) tour the site where a new mechanical laboratory is being built adjacent
to the college’s Bay City Campus. Pictured, from left, are BCCDC's Bill Cornman and WCJC Nuclear Power Technology Director Rudolph Henry. The lab is scheduled to be up and running
for the fall 2015 semester.

WC(CJC’s Manufacturing Technology
Program will provide skilled workforce

Special to the Journal-Spectator/Express

Wharton County Junior College stu-
dents will soon have a cutting-edge ca-
reer path to follow thanks to an ongoing
collaboration between the college, Te-
naris and the Bay City Community De-
velopment Corp.

Through WCJC’s new Manufacturing
Technology Program — which kicks off
this fall — students will be able to ob-

tain one of three different certificates or
complete a two-year associate of applied
science degree in Manufacturing Tech-
nology.

Students participating in the program
will be well-versed in the skills necessary
for a host of industry-related fields, said
Dr. Amy LaPan, WCJC’s Dean of Voca-
tional Instruction.

“The Manufacturing Technology Pro-
gram will prepare students with the

expertise needed to work for Tenaris
or other industries requiring skills like
welding and machining,” LaPan said.
“This is a great opportunity for area res-
idents to obtain a set of skills that can be
quickly translated into gainful employ-
ment.”

Tenaris officials said their collabora-
tion with WCJC will have a positive im-
pact on the entire community.

“Tenaris partnered with WCJC to de-

velop a sustainable program that would
meet the needs of more than just our
company,” said German Cura, President
of Tenaris-North America. “Our invest-
ment in this program will impact the
community by providing them with an
opportunity to achieve educational and
career goals.”

Manufacturing Technology Program

See WAC, Page 21
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Continued from Page 20

courses will be taught at WCJC’s Bay
City Campus, which is housed in the
Center for Energy Development complex
in Bay City. Tenaris currently occupies a
suite of offices in the same facility.

A new mechanical laboratory building
is currently under construction adjacent
to the facility and is anticipated to be com-
pleted by Sept. 14. The roughly $1.2 mil-
lion structure is being funded primarily
by the Bay City Community Development
Corp.

Tenaris — a leading global manufactur-
er and supplier of steel pipe products plus
related services for the world’s oil and gas
industry — has contributed $575,000 for
the purchase of the mechanical lab’s spe-
cialized equipment.

BCCDC officials said the collaboration
is a step in the right direction — one that
will have far reaching benefits.

“Providing the best education and train-
ing we can to our young people is one of the
best things the Community Development
Corporation can do with its resources,”
said Bobby Wilkinson, BCCDC’s board
president.

Although Tenaris has taken the lead on
the project, several other industries have
contributed through an advisory finance
committee. These include Oxea Corpora-

Progress 2015

tion, Celanese Corporation, South Texas
Nuclear Project and LyondellBasell Cor-
poration.

“LyondellBasell understands that ed-
ucation an training can give prospective
employees an advantage in our industry,”
said Dale Friedrichs, site manager of the
LyondellBasell Matagorda Plant. “It’s im-
portant to us that our investment benefits
our neighbors and the community.”

Rudolph Henry, WCJC’s Director of Nu-
clear Power Technology and the Manufac-
turing Technology Program Director, said
students who complete the one-year certif-
icate programs can go directly to work for
Tenaris or another similar industry or, if so
choosing, continue for an additional year
to complete the Manufacturing Technolo-
gy or the Nuclear Power Technology AAS
degree.

Henry said the certificates may also be
used as “enhancements” to Process Tech-
nology and Nuclear Power Technology
AAS degrees.

“This will provide students with more
flexibility in their employment options,”
Henry said.

Certificates will be offered in three ar-
eas: the existing Electrical Technician or
Instrumentation and Control Technician
and the new Mechanical Technician. The
Manufacturing Technology AAS degree
will offer the same three areas as “special-
ties.”

The purpose is to develop a “qualified,
professional” worker who can “address
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industry’s demand for specialized techni-
cians,” Henry said.

“This program allows WCJC the oppor-
tunity to increase the diversity of its course
and curriculum offerings which in turn
gives students a more diverse compliment
of skills,” Henry said. “The curricula are
structured to assist the students in their
development of electrical, instrumenta-
tion, mechatronics or mechanical mainte-
nance skills necessary for entry into many
sectors of industry, including power gener-
ation, chemical processing and manufac-
turing.”

Program graduates will be able to
demonstrate a host of skills, including the
ability to install, maintain and upgrade
electrical systems, electronic and comput-
er-controlled mechanical equipment and
work with various instrumentation devices.

LaPan said additional staff members
will be required to help teach the courses
once the mechanical laboratory is up and
running this fall.

More information on the Manufac-
turing Technology Program — including
course descriptions — can be found on the
WCJC website at www.wgjc.edu.

Tenaris is a leading supplier of tubes
and related services for the world’s ener-
gy industry and certain other industrial
applications. The company’s mission is to
deliver value to its customers through prod-
uct development, manufacturing excellence
and supply chain management. Tenaris

seeks to minimize risk for its customers and
help them reduce costs, increase flexibility
and improve time to market.

Wharton County Junior College is a
Texas public, two-year, comprehensive
community college offering a wide range
of postsecondary educational programs
and services including associate degrees,
certificates, continuing education courses,
cultural affairs and leisure-time activities
for the benefit of the community and a pop-
ulation of students that varies in age, back-
ground and ability. WCJC operates cam-
puses in Wharton, Sugar Land, Richmond
and Bay City with a student population of
around 7,400.

N\
:JVI omgomer)\/

N\ ©7 Specializing in
) N Museum Quality Framing
) JI ¢ Fine art Creative Malting
4 Shadow Boxes

%f Custom Framing
75y 979-532-3929
w72\ ~Margaret Montgomery-Kostka, CPF

: -: \\* 110 S. Houston St.

A N 'J) Wharlon, Tx 77488
(S =
k\,«@} ko
@ 7

e

oy

I

« 1-800-735-2988 (voice) » 711

Do you need your High
School Diploma or GED?

cat: (832) 919-5730 o
(936) 234-3439

for more information

Training is FREE for individuals
(Ages 17-24) who qualify.
Transportation assistance may also be available.

Workforce Solutions is an equal opportunity employer/program.
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals
with disabilities. Relay Texas Numbers: 1-800-735-2989 (TDD)

Workforce Solutions




22 AVharton Journal-Spectator ¢ East Bernard Express

Progress 2015 journal-spectator.com

-117 S. Fulton St. @ Wharton -
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Wharton: Guns & Gear

Our next CHL class is
scheduled for Sundayj,
Augusti23rd.
This date will sneak up on
you fast. It is highly
recommended that
you sign up early to
guarantee your slot.

(979)531-3100

247 W. Milam St. Wharton, Tx 77488
tdonalson@whartongunsandgear.com

Exploring Business Opportunities

A powerful one-day seminar that's packed with information, tips and techniques you need in running
your business, This the all-in-one seminar that will help guide you to profit and success!

Please reserve your seat by calling:
(979)532-0999 in Wharton or (979)343-0727 in EI Campo
THIS SEMINAR AND THE LUNCHEON ARE FREE!

Saturday, AugustR9,2015
9:30 a.m. t0 2:30 p.m.

Wharton Civic Center

C.E. Muegge Real Estate

Proudly serving East Wharton County

Charles Muegge, Broker (979) 533-5252
Layne Muegge, Broker (832) 387-8525
Lillie Wittig, Realtor®  (979) 453-1221
Stacie Reitz, Realtor®  (979) 221-4163
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YOU WILL LEARN ABOUT:

Business Plans: How to prepare them, what should be included and when to update/revise
them. Presented by Jeff Jones, SCORE Mentor

Marketing: How to prepare a marketing plan; what should be included, and how to capitalizg
on the Internet and Soctal Media Platforms. Presented by Mike Price, SCORE Mentor

Cash Management & Record-Keeping: Understand the importance of cash flow and being
able to project or forecast your needs. Presented by Chip Woolf, SCORE Mentor:

SPECIAL THANKS T0 OUR EVENT C0-SPONSORS:
SCORE, City of Wharton, Wharton Economic Development Corporation, City Development Corporation
of E1 Campo, Wharton & EI Campo Chambers of Commerce, the U of H/ Coastal Plains Small Business
Development Center, and the U.S. Small Business Administration.

SPECIAL THANKS T0 OUR LUNCHEON SPONSOR:

7 NEWF RST Bank

() WHARTONBRANCH  ppjc

LevbeR 101 E. Milam, (979) 532-1650
Branch locations in EI Campo, Edna, Fulshear, Needville, Rosenberg, Sugar Land, Victoria & Wharton.
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Is now a good time to open my new business?

“The Times They Are A Changin’...”
— poet [ songwriter Bob Dylan

“Tt was the best of times. It was the
worst of times” — Noted author Charles
Dickens began his epic novel A Tale of
Two Cities

“The sky is falling!” — Chicken Little

Three prognosticators, all considered
“right” in their own way. Three per-
spectives on the status quo, or life as
we know it. To some the cup is half-full,
to others half empty. Should we expect
any aspect of life or culture to remain
the same over extended periods of time?
No question today that there are more
opportunities facing a small business
owner, particularly during challenging
economic times where the once-predict-
able has become virtually unpredict-
able. On the other hand, mankind has
never had so many “tools” (technology,
for instance) at our disposal than at any
other time in history.

Experts say that that the right time
to advertise your business is when
times are great, not wait until business
is slow and try to convince folks this is
where they should have been shopping
all along... the correlation with start-
ing a new business is similar — there
obviously will be less “new” competition
when times are tough, as most folks
aren’t committed to the long haul.

Is now the best time for me to strike
out on my own, hang out my shingle,
become my “own” boss and open my
(dream) small business?

The answer is not a clear-cut, “aha!”
moment. Nor is it a yes or no-type
answer, more like an essay, or series of
questions. It depends ... would be the

KYLE
SMITH

SmALL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
CENTER

obvious, most honest response. Depends
on a series of variables (some liken it

to the stars lining up properly). How-
ever, it isn’t luck, or just hard work, it

is more a combination of the two, along
with passion, perseverance, dedication,
a concern for detail and true customer
service.

Is your business dependent on discre-
tionary or disposable income? In other
words, is what you are selling a “want”
or a “need” Who is/are your custom-
er(s)? Who or what is your competition?
Can you establish or create a “market”
or “niche”? Do you have the passion to
excel in your industry- are you willing to
put in some long hours, at low or no pay,
at least initially? Is your family sup-
portive of your desire, even to the point
of “pitching in” whenever necessary,
especially in the start-up phase?

One thing to remember is that today
is but a fleeting moment — the future
is not predictable, in many ways ... and
the cost (and potential profit) of doing
business today is sure to increase given
the principles of economics. Except in
situations involving extreme supply
and demand, or where a substantial
improvement in efficiencies can be re-
alized, or a newly-achieved break-even
level be sustained, your cost of starting
a business today will most certainly be
less than in five or 10 years from now.

For the “not so faint of heart,” and

Who to contact in
East Wharton County

« University of Houston/Coastal Plains
Small Business Development Center
1900 Fifth St., Bay City

Satellite office: 1944 N. Fulton St.,
Wharton

Phone: 979-244-8466 or 979-320-4085
Kyle Smith, director
www.coastalplains.sbdcnetwork.net

« Wharton Economic Development
Corp.

1944 N. Fulton St., Wharton

Phone: 979-532-0999

David Schroeder, executive director
www.whartonedc.com

- Wharton Chamber of Commerce
& Agricuture

225 N. Richmond Road, Wharton
Phone: 979-532-1862

Ron Sanders, executive director
www.whartontexas.com
helpdesk@whartonchamber.com

- East Bernard Chamber

of Commerce & Agriculture

P.O. Box 567, East Bernard, Texas 77435
Rhonda Morrow, president

Phone: 979-335-4433
www.ebchamber.com

those who are willing to take the chal-
lenge, the University of Houston/Coast-
al Plains Small Business Development
Center offers free one-on-one business
counseling and consultation for clients
in Matagorda and Wharton counties.
We also assist with business plan prepa-
ration, loan packaging and start-up
assistance, marketing/promotion and
even government procurement through
the Procurement-Technical Assistance
Center in Houston.

If you have questions, thoughts,
ideas, etc. about starting your own
business and would like to speak with
someone directly about it, contact us
for an appointment at 979-320-4085.
Our office is located at 1900 Fifth St. in
Bay City. We also have satellite offices
in Wharton at the Wharton Econom-
ic Development Corp. office, 1944 N.
Fulton St. (Wharton Civic Center), El
Campo at Northside Education Center
(707 Fahrenthold St.), and Palacios at
the Chamber of Commerce/Economic
Development Office (420 N. Main St.).

The UH-Coastal Plains SBDC is a
business consulting and training center
of the University of Houston Small
Business Development Center Network,
serving 32 counties in Southeast Texas.
The UH SBDC Network is a program

of the C.T. Bauer College of Business
and a resource partner of the U.S. Small
Business Administration. Other funding
partners include the Bay City Com-
munity Dev. Corp., Wharton Economic
Dev. Corp., City Development Corp. of
El Campo, and Matagorda County and
Palacios Economic Dev.Corps.

Kyle Smith is director of the UH-SB-
DC’s Coastal Plains office. He can be
reached at 979-244-8466 or 979-320-
4085.
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Bring in this
coupon for $10 S
Oﬁyour color
service of $50 or

more!
Valid until Dec. 2015

Men's Cut
(Full Shave &
hot towel $8

2502 N Richmond Rd « Wharton

979-531-1107

Celebrating 9 years

of family owned & operated business!

Thank You Wharton!
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DON ELLIOTT AUTOWORLD

iIs undergoing a
BIG RENOVATION!

Tl

GNDER CONSTRUCTIC
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You’ll see a few hammers and
maybe even some dust during
our renovation, but it’s temporary
while we make your dealership
experience even greater.

SO, COME ON IN!
Sales & Service are
waiting for youl!

NOBODY BEATS A DON ELLIOTT DEAL

NOOOOBODY

Serving Wharton County Since 1978 | 1225 N. Richmond, Wharton TX 77488
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