
Best

Of

East Wharton  
County 2015

East Wharton  
County 2015

Wednesday, April 8, 2015 Thursday, April 9, 2015



2 journal-spectator.comWharton Journal-Spectator • East Bernard Express Best Of 2015

On The Cover
Top, From Left:

Precinct 2 Constable  
J.A. Szymanski,  

Best Public Servant

Tommy & Donna Vacek,  
Vacek’s Hardware,  

Best Hardware Store
Bottom, From Left:

Alicia’s Hair Salon,  
Best Hair Salon

Plaza Theatre,  
Best Entertainment Venue

What’s inside:
Food & Drink................................................3
Home & Auto...............................................4
Lifestyle.................................................10
Retail...............................................10
Services.......................................................9

And the winners are....
Welcome to our inaugural edition of 

the Best of East Wharton County!
Earlier this year, we asked Wharton 

Journal-Spectator and East Bernard 
Express readers to cast their ballots in 
our first Best of East Wharton County 
contest.

The winners are now revealed in this 
special section. Winners in each catego-
ry received a framed certificate listing 
the category or categories they won.

A runner-up was named in each cat-
egory, and some categories may include 
one or two honorable mention selec-
tions, if deemed appropriate.

We didn’t have any ties for winner 
or runner-up, and one winner was a 
unanimous selection (Wharton County 
Historical Museum, Best Museum/His-
torical Site).

Also,  Ronnie Bubela of East Bernard 
won the drawing for a $50 gift certifi-
cate from Hinze’s, which was voted the 
best restaurant.

— Keith Magee

Hinze's
Bar-B-Que

Hinze's
Bar-B-Que

Voted 2015 Best
•Caterer•Barbecue•

•Restaurant•Dessert•

1917 N. RICHMOND RD
WHARTON, TX 

979-532-2710

Thank you     for the outpour of 
support over the past months. We strive 
to continue to serve you with the best 

barbecue in East Wharton County for 
many years to come!

Family Owned and Operated Since 1968

VON-WIL FORD, INC.
316 N. Richmond Rd. • Wharton, Texas

979-532-4360
www.vonwil-ford.com • Parts/Service/Sales

hanks to everyone who participated and voted. 
We are proud to be in East Wharton County.

Best Auto Dealer & Best Auto Repair
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Best Burger
Winner 
9er’s Grill

Runner-up
Dairy Queen

Honorable Mention
Boling Supermarket

Best French Fries
Winner
McDonald’s

Runner-up
9er’s Grill

Honorable Mention
Larry’s Restaurant

Best Steak
Winner
Reyna’s Cafe

Runner-up
9er’s Grill

Honorable Mention
Wharton Seafood

Best Tacos
Winner
Dairy Queen

Runner-up
Mach’s Restaurant

Honorable Mention
La Casona

Best Enchiladas
Winner
La Casona

Runner-up
Larry’s Restaurant

Honorable Mention
Lupe’s Mexican Cafe

Best Nachos
Winner
Diamond S

Runner-up
Los Cucos

Honorable Mention
Dairy Queen
La Casona

Best Hot Wings
Winner
Domino’s

Runner-up
Pizza Hut

Best Seafood
Winner
Wharton Seafood

Runner-up
Hinze’s

Best Caterer
Winner
Hinze’s

Runner-up
Vincek’s

Best Breakfast
Winner
Denny’s

Runner-up
9er’s Grill

Honorable Mention
Diamond S

Best Coffee
Winner
Milam Street Coffee Shop

Runner-up
Glory Bean Coffee Co.

Honorable Mention
McDonald’s

Best Restaurant
Winner
Hinze’s

Runner-up
Reyna’s Cafe

Honorable Mention
9er’s Grill
Wharton Seafood

Best Barbecue
Winner
HInze’s

Runner-up
Vincek’s Smokehouse

Honorable Mention
Taste Woods BBQ

Best Sandwich
Winner
Jr.’s Texas Best Smokehouse

Runner-up
Simple Simon’s Pizza

Honorable Mention
Subway

FOOD & DRINK

Thank you for 
voting us 

Best Dentist 
in East Wharton 

County!
It’s an honor to be your dentist.

Respectfully,

Dr. Jeff Jalowy

Dr. James Jalowy

901 Clubside Dr.

East Bernard, TX

979•335•4825

I would like to take this opportunity to send a very 

sincere thank you to all the folks of East Wharton 

County for allowing me the honor of being voted “2015 

Best Teacher of East Wharton County.” It is an honor 

that I greatly appreciate and will always treasure. Your 

kindness is overwhelming and your thoughtfulness and 

genuine consideration of me holding this title is without 

a doubt, both humbling and exciting. 

Thank you again for allowing me this honor.

I would also like to express my thanks to the Wharton Journal-Spectator 

and the East Bernard Express for their efforts in sponsoring this county 
event. 

To the Wharton Chamber of Commerce, I would extend my gratitude and 

appreciation for the wonderful honor of being named “The 

Wharton Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture’s Teacher of the Year.” 

Again, the honor was overwhelming and I am sincerely thankful. How 

outstanding it was to receive such recognition from the community for 

doing something I dearly love to do! The banquet was 

awesome and something I’ll always remember. Thank you Chamber and 

thank you Wharton.

Sincerely,

 Wanda Popp
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Best Pizza 
Winner
Pizza Hut

Runner-up
Domino’s

Honorable Mention
Simple Simon’s Pizza

Best Chicken 
Fried Steak
Winner
9er’s Grill

Runner-up
Vincek’s Smokehouse

Honorable Mention
Reyna’s Cafe
Wharton Seafood

Best Dessert
Winner
Hinze’s

Runner-up
Jr.’s Smokehouse

Honorable Mention
Glory Bean Coffee Co.

Best Salsa
Winner
La Casona

Runner-up
Lupe’s

Honorable Mention
Mach’s Restaurant

Best Fast Food
Winner
Whataburger

Runner-up
McDonald’s

Honorable Mention
Dairy Queen

Best Ice Cream
Winner
Dairy Queen

Runner-up
Milam St. Coffee Shop

Best Fried Chicken
Winner
Church’s Chicken

Runner-up
Vincek’s Smokehouse

Honorable Mention
Hartz Chicken Buffet

Best Family-Friendly 
Restaurant
Winner
9er’s Grill

Runner-up
Los Cucos

Honorable Mention
Lupe’s
Reyna’s Cafe

Best Atmosphere
Winner
Milam Street Coffee 
Shop

Runner-up
Los Cucos

Honorable Mention
Reyna’s Cafe

Best Margarita
Winner
Los Cucos

Runner-up
Larry’s Restaurant

Honorable Mention
La Casona

Best Appetizers
Winner
La Casona

Runner-up
Los Cucos

HOME & AUTO
Best Cleaners
Winner
Lone Star Cleaning & Laundry

Runner-up
Sunshine Laundry 
& Dry Cleaners

Best Plumber
Winner
Rath Plumbing Co.

Runner-up
Big State Plumbing Service

Best Heating & Air
Winner
Roberson AC & Refrigeration

Runner-up
EB AC & Heating

We would like the thank the 
residents of Country Club 

Place and the City of Wharton 
for your continued support. 

We accept the award for 
“Best Apartment Complx” 

and will continue to serve the 
community in making Country 
Club Place a place to call home.
-he Management team of Country Club Place 

Best Apartment Complex

“Best Entertainment Venue”

THE PLAZA THEATRE
WWW.WHARTONPLAZATHEATRE.ORG

Thank you all for voting!
Save the date for these upcoming productions:

April 24th - May 3rd 

Picnic
July 31st - August 16th

Annie Get Your Gun

In memory of the

Best Local Artist

Burlon Parsons

1947 - 2015
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New Construction • Repairs
Water Heater Sales • Service • Installation

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

216 N. Richmond Rd. • Wharton, TX

(979) 532-0223
A. J. Rath, owner LIC.# M5188

Your Only Local
FULL Plumbing Supply Source

Thank you for voting us

BEST PLUMBER

Wharton Veterinary  

Clinic Pet Inn & Spa  
1518 Texas 60 S. • Wharton, Texas 77488

We take great pride in providing the

Best Friend.

for naming  
Wharton Veterinary 

Clinic Pet Inn & Spa 

the Best Veterinarian

of East Wharton County! 

Thank  

You!
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Store# 5246 10388 Hwy. 59  • Wharton, TX 77488

979-532-3986  • 979-532-3376

2015 East Wharton County’s
Best Pharmacy • Best Lawn and Garden

Wharton
143 W. Burleson St. • Wharton, TX 

(979) 282-2000

East Bernard
700 Church St. • East Bernard, TX

(979) 335-7573

We are grateful for our customers and their patronage. Prosperity 

Bank is committed to serving the people of East Wharton County. 

We look forward to many more years serving all their banking needs.

East Wharton County’s

    Best Bank
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Honorable Mention
Eldridge AC & Heating

Best Overall Handyman
Winner
Bo Phillips

Runner-up
Ken Sabrsula

Best Oil Change
Winner
Wharton EZ Lube

Runner-up
Cheryl’s

Best Auto Dealer
Winner
Von-Wil Ford

Runner-up
Don Elliott

Best Auto Supply Store
Winner
O’Reilly Auto Parts

Runner-up
Star Parts

THANK YOU EAST WHARTON COUNTY! 

 






















Attorneys At LAw

“2015 BEST ATTORNEY”

2502 N Richmond Rd • Wharton

979-531-1107

Celebrating 9 years
of family owned & operated business!

Thank you East Wharton County!

BEST OIL CHANGE

for the award of 

Thank you

Best 
Roofing 

Company
in East Wharton County!
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Honorable Mention
Napa Auto Parts

Best Auto Repair
Winner
Von-Wil Ford

Runner-up
Caney Auto

Best Roofing Company
Winner
Weather Guard Roofing

Runner-up
Priority Roofing

Best Contractor
Winner
Total Outdoor Solutions LLC

Runner-up
Bo Phillips

Best Landscaping
Winner
Kalina’s Landscaping & Nursery

Runner-up
Jose Valenzuel

Best Furniture Store
Winner
Franklin Furniture

Runner-up
Select Imports Furniture
& Mattress

Best Furniture Repair
Winner
Allen’s Trim Shop

Runner-up
Steve Kuhn

Best Towing Company
Winner
Poor Farms Wrecker Service

Runner-up
Gene’s Wrecker Service No. 2

“With greatful appreciation to all of our customers.”

-BEST HARDWARE STORE-

VACEK’S HARDWARE, INC.
735 Main St., East Bernard • Texas

979-335-7943
Mon.-Fri. 8:00AM-5:30PM 

Sat. 8AM-Noon • Sun. - Closed

Editor and Publisher
Bill Wallace

Managing Editor
Keith Magee

Staff Writer/Production and Design
Natalie Frels

Advertising Manager
Ann Watson

Office Manager and Production
Jessica Dunn

Wharton Journal-Spectator
East Bernard Express
115 W. Burleson St.
Wharton, TX 77488

979-532-8840
www.journal-spectator.com

This publication is owned and published 
by the Wharton Journal-Spectator and the 
East Bernard Express. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in any form, whole or part 
without consent is prohibited.

Access our exclusive  
local content on the 

web for as little as $1 
per day. 

Get the Wharton Journal-Spectator on all your smart media

Read the E-Edition before 
the paper hits the stands 
when you sign up for a 
year subscription — $45

journal-spectator.com

• Follow us •  
@whartonjs

• Like us •  
facebook.com/journalspectator532-8840
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Best Hardware Store
Winner
Vacek’s Hardware

Runner-up
Zarsky Lumber

Best Plant & Garden Store
Winner
Walmart

Runner-up
Kalina’s Landscaping & Nursery

Best Florist
Winner
The Flower Shoppe

Runner-up
Polak Petals

Best Farm & Feed Store
Winner
Wharton Feed & Supply

Runner-up
Sander’s

Best Teacher
Winner
Wanda Popp

Runner-up
Roben Eller

Best Public Official
Winner
Sandy Sanders

Runner-up
Randy Clapp

Honorable Mention
J.A. Szymankski

Best Public Servant
Winner
J.A. Szymanski

Runner-up
Terry Lynch

Best Bank
Winner
Prosperity Bank

Runner-up
Newfirst Bank

Honorable Mention
Amegy Bank
Capital One

Best Attorney
Winner
Wadler Perches Hundl & 
Kerlick

Runner-up
Paul Webb

Honorable Mention
John Roades

Best Physician
Winner
Dr. Nathan Nguyen,
Regent Family Practice

Runner-up
Dr. Larry Pennick, MD

Honorable Mention
Dr. Mark Marconi, DO

Best Optometrist
Winner
Keith Ermis

Runner-up
Texas Optical

Best Dentist
Winner
Dr. James Jalowy, DDS

Runner-up
Dr. John Kieler, DDS

Best Funeral Home
Winner
Wharton Funeral Home

Runner-up
Gooden-Hatton Funeral 
Home

Best Accountant
Winner
Dobbins & Sheek

Runner-up
Phil Stephenson & Co.

Best Real Estate Agent
Winner
Eric Muegge, 
C.E. Muegge Real Estate

Runner-up
Betty Howell,
Harrison Realtors

Best Insurance 
Agent
Winner
Charles Chambers, 
State Farm Insurance

Runner-up
Insurance Net

Best 
Photographer
Winner
Impressions by 
Leslie

Runner-up
Gasch Photography

Best Veterinarian
Winner
Wharton Veterinary Clinic

Runner-up
East Bernard Animal Hospital

Best Organization
Winner
Wharton Lions Club

Runner-up
Just Do It Now

Honorable Mention
Boys & Girls Club of Wharton

SERVICES

Wharton Lions Club
We Serve Since 1928

Noon Meeting - Every hursday

at the Wharton Civic Center , 

O’Quinn Meeting room

Join East Wharton County’s 

Best 

Organization!

Please contact Leroy Dettling  
at 979-532-2218

www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/whartonlionstx

facebook.com/whartonlionsclub

We would like to thank 
the citizens of East 

Wharton County who 
made this possible. 
We strive to give 
the best service 

to everyone.

Charles Chambers

“Best Insurance Agent”

415 E Boling Hwy • Wharton, TX

(979) 532-4572

Bohemian Rhapsody II
134 W Milam • Wharton, TX

979•532•5577
boh_rhap@att.net

Thank you East Wharton County
for continued support of Bohemian Rhapsody II 

and our Estate Sale Business!

best antique store
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Best Park
Winner
Dinosaur Park

Runner-up
Croom Park

Best Place to Take Visitors
Winner
Wharton County Historical 
Museum

Runner-up
Monterey Square

Best Entertainment Venue
Winner
The Plaza Theatre

Runner-up
Java Jam (at Milam Street 
Coffee Shop)

Best Bar/Club
Winner
Debbie’s S Curve

Runner-up
J’s Corner Tavern

Honorable Mention
Wharton Country Club

Best Hotel/Motel
Winner
Holiday Inn Express

Runner-up
Tee Pee Motel

Best Museum/
Historical Site
Winner
Wharton County Historical 
Museum
(unanimous choice)

Best Festival/Event
Winner
Monterey Square Wine and 
Arts Fair

Runner-up
Wharton Co. Freedom Fest

Best Church
Winner
Holy Cross Catholic Church

Runner-up
First United Methodist 
Church

Best Childcare
Winner
First Baptist CDC

Runner-up
Small Blessings

Best Apartment Complex
Winner
Country Club Place

Runner-up
The Meadows Apartments

Best Assisted Living
Winner
Elmcroft of Wharton

Runner-up
Avalon Place

Best Local Artist
Winner
Burlon Parsons

Runner-up
Debra Sabrsula

Best Local Musician
Winner
Doc Blakely

Runner-up
Mickey Reynolds

Best Beauty Salon
Winner
Alicia’s Beauty Salon

Runner-up
Frances & Co.

Best Fitness Center
Winner
EB Fitness

Runner-up
Anytime Fitness

LIFESTYLE

RETAIL
Best Clothing Store
Winner
Palais Royal

Runner-up
TNT Western Wear

Best Thrift Shop
Winner
St. Thomas Thrift Shop

Runner-up
Rags to Riches

Best Antique Store
Winner
Bohemian Rhapsody II

Runner-up
Polak Petals

Honorable Mention
JT’s This & That

Best Pharmacy
Winner
Walmart

Runner-up
CVS Pharmacy

Honorable Mention
H-E-B

Best Convenience Store
Winner
Valero Corner Store

Runner-up
Boling Supermarket

Best Shoe Store
Winner
Payless Shoes

Runner-up
Palais Royal

Best Grocery Store
Winner
H-E-B

Runner-up
Walmart

Best Gun Shop
Winner
Carroll’s

Runner-up
Tyler’s Jewelry & Pawn Shop

Best Jeweler
Winner
Tyler’s Jewelry & Pawn Shop

Runner-up
Selections on the Square

Best Computer Services
Winner
Radio Shack

Runner-up
Custom Computer Care

Congratulations to all of the winners!

Wharton Journal-Spectator  and East Bernard Express

Best Local
Musician

Doc Blakely

THANK YOU

Save the date!

Oct. 10, 2015
Noon - 10pm

DOWNTOWN

MONTEREY

SQUARE
100 S. Fulton

WHARTON,
TEXAS

•Wine Sampling•

•Food•

•Live Music• 

2015 B
est Event
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Best Accountant

&

300 W. Burleson Street. 

Wharton, TX 77488

jsheek@att.net

979-532-4852

CPAs, PLLC
Professional Bookkeeping, Tax & Consulting Services

Dobbins
Sheek

Proud to Serve East Wharton County

BEST REALTOR OF EAST WHARTON COUNTY

213 N Richmond Rd • Wharton Texas
Office : 979-532-5252

Fax : 979-532-5255
Email : info@cemuegge.com

BEST REALTOR OF EAST WHARTON COUNTY
Thank you all for voting!

“Where Our People Make he Difference!”

FRANKLIN FURNITURE

7397 US 59 Hwy. • Wharton
979-532-2631 • 800-874-2889

Best Furniture Store

We look forward to 

serving you for many 

years to come!

Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you!

The Flower Shoppe
420 N. Alabama • Wharton

(979) 532-8620
www.whartonflowers.com

* We Wire Worldwide! (FTD/teleflora)

2015 

Best Flower Shop

Karen Vacek-Machann, owner, 

and staf would like to sincerely 

thank East Wharton County 

for their support and votes.
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2015 East Wharton County’s
Best Burger • Best Chicken Fried 

Steak • Best Family Restaurant
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