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Ancient Wheels

A ing Madison history, arrived re-
cently al an ofthand computa-
fion which placed the average life of
the clly's early manulacturing estab-
lishmenls at seven years.

Madison now musters
100 factories, of vorying sizes and di-
versitied products. Soveral concerns,
excaplions io the "sevenvear average”
of survival, dale their origins back 50
1o 90 years, but thoe informal reviewers
recalléd an impressive list of firms thal
have passed oul of ihe picture. Ad-
mittedly incomplets, it included the fol-
lowing:

Badger Silate Shoe co.

Ball Foundry co.

Billings Plow co.

C. F..Breckheimer Brewing co.

Burgess Laboralories.

Comet Mators'co.

Cruiser Molor Car co.

Duplex Wind Engine co.

FExcelsior Skate co.

Four Lakes Ordnance co.

Fort Wayne Eleciric co.

I. H. Garnhart Reapar Works.”

Fort Wayne Electric {(Northweslern
Electrical} co.

General Laboralories (BK) co.

Harl-Parr Tractor co.

Hausmann Brewing co.

lackson and Conradson.

King and Walker.

Lake City Tool co.

Lindstrom Boliling co.

Madison Knifting Mills.

Madison Monufacturing co.

Payton Foundry co.

Robbins and Balizell flour mills.

S. L. Sheldon eo. ¢

U. 8. Sugar co.

Warner Cycle’co.

Warner Corset co.

Wincklay Qil Cup co.

Zwicky Scaop co.

Teckemevyer Candy co.

Madison Candy co.

Ledwith Carricge co.

Bird Brothers.

Humane Reshraint co.

Stemdard Telephone and Electric co,

Several other compeanies sill Tetain
their corporale exisience but are oper-
ating on d limited basis, such as the
Fuller end Jehnson Memufacturing co.,
Sieinle Turret Lathe co. and the Dexter
Curlis co.

ARLIEST of Madison's indusiries

weré llour mills, sawmills, foun-

dries, and wood-working shops,
and the territorial press reported ambi-
tious hopes for ¢ newly established
vinegar faclory. Simeon Mills estab-
lished a dteam sawmill at Main and
Blair sts. in 1848, and L. J. Farwell built
his first flouring mill at the oullet of
" Lake Mendata in 1849,

Histories also list:',_.in 1852, a brewery
operated by |. Keyes; an oil mill by
Dean, Ruggles ond co.; a machine

shop and foundry by Barnes and co.;
bedsteads and chairs made by Conger,
Green and co.; prinling presses by
Brown, Carpenter and co.; and hominy
manufacturing by Noland and co. ’

In 1857 marble factories were main-
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- The architectural attractions of @ manufacturing plant are seldom
shown here graphically reveals the expanse coversd by one ofMadigon’s

Still

Taking over a struggling farmers’ cooperative pc:cklr.l-:lq plc'mt at the end of North

hirling

st in 1819, Oscear Mayer and Co.

added to it end added to il until ioday it has aHained the proportions of o major industry as shown above.

tedned by Abijah Abboft, A. 8. Wood
and John Heeran.

Anledating these was an industry

-thatt survives inio the present day. But-

terficld's Hislory of Dane County placas
ils origin in 1846. Jackson Reuter, pres-
ident of the ‘Madison Plow co., dates i
even farther back—to 1840.

It was founded by Charles H. Bill-
ings, who with George A, Cary slarted
a blacksmithing and plow shop at Mor-
ris (Main) and Websler sis- Billings, in
1849, formmed a new partnership with
3. H. Carman, and in 1854 the Billings
and Carman firm built @ factory on
King st. which burned in 1856. They re-
built on the King st. site which later be-
camerihat of the Breckheimer brewery.
Carmaon went to Pike's peak in 1860 and
Billings moved the plant to Blair and
Willlamson sts. Frank H. Pirmin, in
1866, joined Billings in the firm of Firmin
and Billings emd in July, 1869, the plant
was moved back fo Websler st

In subsequent years Walter C. Noe
amd John B. Norton become pariners
eand the four men, in 1880, formed a
jolnt slock enterprise known as the
Madison Plow co. They purchased the

. I. H. Gamhart reaper works erected at

E. Washington ave. and Baldwin st. in
1871, and entered upon the memufac
ture of a large line of steel plows, with
heavy grub-breakers as a specialty.
Their product became known as “the
plow that made Madison famaus.”
Cultivators, comm planters, hay rakes,
tramsplanters also were made.

Another reorganizalion occurted in
1882 and the firm's stock was acquired
by M..E. Fuller, John A.. Johnson, Ed-
ward M. Fuller and Samuel Bigham, all
bt Highom having been oflicers of the
previously organized Fuller and John-
son co. The rAahe was changed to the
Fuller and Johnson Manufactwring co.
and gaseoline pumps and motors be-

Some factories
outlive an early

7-year average
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-steam sawmill, erected in

reflected in an aerial

came one of jits most important prod-
uets. ' ] ‘ B
The farm implemenl end of the bus-
Iness wds taken over in 1910 by Jack-
son Reuter, .who revived the name of
the Madison Plow ©o. and acquired the
plant of the American Plow co. which
had been eorganized in 1902. Reuter
still heads the business at 13! Fair
Oaks ave. '

The majar parl of the Fuller and

Johnson planl is now occupied by the
Crown Can co.

that dates its existence to early
times is Fauerbach's brewery,
founded in 1848 by Fred Soprecher,

ANOTHEH of Madisen's industries

‘Hausmann's brewery, which went out

of business abou! 25 years ago, origin-

‘aled as the Capital brewery, founded

by William Voght in 1854. Tibbils and
Gordon .constituted another pioneer
brewery and Breckheimer's, and Roder-

mund's, now alsa delunct, came into:

existence at a later date.

The Wisconsin Foundry and Ma-
chine co. on E. Main st. {s a descendamt
of the Ball Brothers' foundry, establish-
ed by Hiram Brown in dbout 1870, and
succeeded by Fing and Walker, who
were rated among Madison's substan-
tlal memufaciuring concerns at the turn
oi the century, building prirting press-
es, well drilling  machinery, pulleys,
punches -and heating apparatus. Road
consiruction machinery is a leading
produci of the presenl firm.

Another early industry that under-
went several cianges was the Madison
Manulacturing co., at one time consid-
¢red the most substamiial of the cily's
production enlerprises. Its locatlon on
whal is now- Mendota ct, near Lake
Mendola, originally was the site of a
1853 by a
pioneer desianaled in the Buberfield
and Durrie histories as Daniel Gorum,
but referred to also by Bulletfisld as
"Deacon Gorham.” A few vears later
Gorum {or "Gorham™) sold the mill lo
L. E. {or I. E.} Brown, who converted it
inlo a machine shop and foundry,

In 1858 P. H. Tumer bought out
Brown and in 1860 the business passed
into the hands of E. W. Skinner, who
erected addilional buildings, A tariv-
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b

view of ita rool, bui the picture
oldesi and largest industries—iha Gishoit Machine

ing business was done in building reap-
ers ond mowers. Subsecuenily Q. S.
Willey and S. D. Hastings came . into
the firm and it wenl inte the mamufac- -
ture of sorghum mills emd evaporaiors
on o large scale. The Madizsen Manu-
facturing co. was formed in 1869 and
enlered upon -an extensive general
menufacturing business, rebuilding im-
mediately afler the principal shops
bumed Dec. 23 of that year. Among
the well known citizens identified with
the firm at various times were [ M.
Bowman, Timothy Brown, I. L. Hill, F. 7.
Lamb, Phile Dunning, §. 'W. Hudson,.
William Dudley, C, L. Dudley, N. W.
Dean, W. Waddle, Wayne Ramsay and
Halle Sieensland. The business was
discontinued in about 1 and the
premises were divided inlo building
lots now occupied largely by fratemily
houses. ‘

OR memy years, after 1855, Madi-
son_was proud of the hondsome
carriages manufactured, especi-

ally after hard rubber tires came into
vogue, by Bird brothers (Truman E. and
Ira W), and James Ledwith,

Dexler Curtis, in 1872, paténted «
zinc collar pad for horses which be-
came the foundation of an industry that
confinued for many years in the BOQ
block on E. Washinglon ave. under
later direction of his son, the lale Wil-
licm Dexter Curlis,

Another manufocluring  business
that coniinued until comparalively re-
cent years was the Humane Resiraint
co., conducted by M, W, Lynch and
later his son, M. E. Lynch. ‘It was
tounded in'1875. Among Lynch's many
inventions were a buckle leck widely
used by insane hospitals, and an ad-
justable device of hemp webbing to
koep patients in beds.

In 1901 EKeeley, Neckerman -and
Kessenich, department slore proprie-
lors, eslablished o muslin underwear
factory at 615 Williamson st: selling
their preduct througheul the northwest
for several years.

In 1802 the cily boasled nine cigar
factories, employing 50 tle 59  cigar
makers at $12 o $20 a week and turn-
ing out 2,000,000 cigars yearly. Amonga
ite concems were H. Grove's Sons,
Edward Baus, G. W, Nienaber, [. Snell
and -‘Hess brathers.

ONTEMPORARY with the Fuller
emd Johnson co. emd stlll one of
Madisons most subsianlial

manufaclories was the Gisholt Machine

. co., organized in 1885 by Johu A. john-

son.  Machine tools, particularly  the
turrei lathe in which the firm special-
ized, encounfered resistcnce in early
years, because they enlailed radical
changes in shop melhods, but they en-
tered upon a quomtity output basis and
world wide distibution after they were
exhibiled in Chicago at the Calumbia
exposition of 1893, Qulgrowing ils or-
lainal plant, now occupied by the
Hankscrafl electrical applicnces faclory
at E. Main emd 3. Dickinson sts., the
company moved fo its present exlen-
give sile on E. Washinglon ave.
Rivaling Gisholt and Fuller and
Johnson In the first decade of the pres-
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