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PROPERTY HISTORY

The Edward Harraden House is a historic house at 12-14 Leonard Street in Gloucester,
Massachusetts. It was built on land purchased by Edward Harraden in 1656, who is presumed
to have built the house not long afterward. It was one of the early houses in the development of
Annisquam village. It is a 2.5 story seven bay colonial with an off-center chimney. The oldest
portion of the house is the second through fourth bays from the left; the interior sections to the
right of the chimney was added sometime before 1765. The house was afterward further
extended by one bay on each side. The only clear evidence of its First Period origins is in the
attic, or is covered over by walls.

The house was built in 1660 and added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1990.
-From Wikipedia




Nathaniel Harraden
1775-1816

The War of 1812, or known locally as: “Mr. Madison’s War”,was disastrous for Cape Ann.
The odds of success were not in favor of the United States: the English had about 85 ships on
the Atlantic seaboard and the United States had 17.

It was fortunate that the U.S. Navy had a notable native son on board: Nathaniel Haraden of
Annisquam, who had already been commended by the Navy for his earlier service on the U.S.S.
Constitution.

Nathaniel Haraden was the sailing master for the Constitution during the turmoil with the
Barbary pirates in 1804. A plaque memorializing this commendation is in plain view on the
Gloucester Boulevard at the intersection of Essex Avenue. As you cross the Blynman bridge
heading towards Magnolia you will see a large granite rock with a bronze plaque approximately
100 yards from the Fishermen’s Wives statue.



The plaque reads: “In Honor of an Intrepid Son of Gloucester, Nathaniel Haraden, Sailing
Master of the U.S. Frigate Constitution, Commended for Gallantry in Action at the Siege of
Tripoli, August 3, 1804, placed by the City of Gloucester-1932.”

Haraden was in charge of the Washington Navy Yard in 1812 when the Constitution
arrived for refurbishing.

For Haraden’s contribution to the War of 1812, the noted author, James Fenimore Cooper,
wrote the following: “After lying some time at Cherbourg, the Constitution sailed for home,
reaching Hampton Roads late in the winter of 1812. Captain Hull told the Secretary of the
Navy of the bad sailing of the ship, and advised that she should be hauled out so that her copper
bottom might be examined. Haraden, her old sailing master, under Captain Preble, was then
Master of the Washington Yard, and he offered to put the ship in sailing trim and went to work,
like the true seamen he was.

-Reprinted from The Gloucester Times 7/8/2012



The U.S.S. Constitution was in need of preservation.
After sailing and service for 219 years, who wouldn’t be?

Prior to the U.S.S. Constitution’s preservation, ‘Old Ironsides’ looked like this:




After a preservation as a proud member of the 2000 Tall Ships Parade, ‘Old Ironsides’ looked
like this!
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14 Leonard Street is in need of preservation.
After standing for 359 years, who wouldn’t be?
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