
The Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman is simply the best source of news in, 
about, and for the Matanuska–Susitna (Mat-Su) Valley. This award-winning 
community newspaper publishes thrice–weekly and has served since 1947 
as not only the fi rst place the Valley turns for local news, but also as an 
important community partner.  The Valley continues to grow faster than any 
other Alaska community, and the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman is growing 
with it. 

The Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman is produced by local people for local 
people, and its connection to this community runs deep. With a large and 
ever–expanding readership plus a level of brand recognition unmatched in 
this region, the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman is the best, most cost-effective 
way to communicate with the people of the Mat-Su. 

Our professional staff is committed to top quality customer service and 
to ensuring your experience with the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman will be a 
pleasant part of your business’s success. 

Media Guide



As the only community newspaper serving the rapidly growing Mat-Su 
Valley, the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman has its work cut out for it. We 
have risen to the challenge by expanding or maintaining our editorial 
and advertising teams at a time when many other newspapers are 
having to cut back.  Our success is due to two key factors:

1. The phenomenal growth of the Valley is continuing.  

According to the Alaska State Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development, only Anchorage and Fairbanks have larger populations 
than the Mat-Su Borough. The Valley’s population has grown by 42 
percent since 2000, as compared to 9 percent for Anchorage and 10 
percent statewide.  As of 2009 there were 84,314 people living in the 
Valley.  That number is expected to increase to 108,000 by 2019.

2. We maintain an acute focus on local news and events.  

We report news that directly impacts Valley people.  We dedicate our 
energy and resources to what community newspapers do best: serving 
the local community.
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BY ANDREW WELLNER
Frontiersman

CASWELL — Two fires in two weeks in the 
same mile of the Parks Highway have left fire-
fighters in the Valley’s northern reaches with the 
grim task of recovering bodies from the rubble. 

The first fire, reported in the early morning 
hours of Nov. 9, at Mile 87, involved four deaths, 
though Alaska State Troopers say not all of them 
died as a result of the fire. The second came at 

10:45 a.m., Tuesday when a home, also near Mile 
87, exploded and caught fire. A man made it out 
alive, but Julia Weber, 42, of Talkeetna, did not.  

Lance Barve, chief of the Willow Fire Depart-

ment, was the first person on scene at Tuesday’s 
blaze. He said he’d just gotten off a plane from 
Hawaii and his fire captain had just returned his 
department SUV to him. So when the page went 
out, he only had the one set of turnout gear. He 
gave that to his captain.

That’s why Barve ended up shielding his face 
from the heat with a shovel the explosion had 
thrown from the home while he did a walk-

Woman dies in home explosion
Officials searching for answers after second fatal fire in two weeks

ON
THE
WEB

FRONTIERSMAN.COM

A version of this story was 
first published online. Visit 
the Frontiersman’s website 
daily for breaking news 
and updates.

See EXPLOSION, Page A12

GOOD MORNING

ROBERT DeBERRY/Frontiersman
Gold and yellow hues accompany the rising sun Thursday morning coming up from behind the Chugach Mountains and reflecting off the 
ice of Lake Lucille. Sunrise was at 9:11 a.m. and sunset was at 4:18 p.m. for a total of 7 hours and 7 minutes of sunshine.

Photo courtesy Shontielder.com
Wasilla fiddler Shonti Elder will debut her 
new CD “Bow Drawn” tonight at a concert in 
Palmer.

BY GREG JOHNSON
Frontiersman

PALMER — Already a seasoned world trav-
eler, it was a trip to North Carolina as a gradu-
ate student that struck a chord with Shonti 
Elder.

The Wasilla musician and songwriter was 
born in India, where her parents were English 
teachers. Her name, Shonti, is the Sanskrit 
word for “peace.” As her family moved, she 
grew up listening to a variety of music, includ-
ing classical, folk and Broadway.

She’s come a long way since her father gave 
her piano lessons as a sixth-grader. Elder 
began playing the violin a year later and dis-
covered bluegrass at a festival in Union Grove, 
N.C. Since then, Elder has grown as a musi-
cian and songwriter, including the release of 

four CDs.
That first exposure to folk and bluegrass was 

a real eye-opener for a musician who had been 
trained in classical violin, Elder said.

“That just opened up this whole world I 
didn’t even know existed,” she said. “All I 

Elder to release new CD 
at Vagabond Blues concert

OUR NEIGHBORS

IF YOU GO
■ What: Shonti Elder concert
■ Where: Vagabond Blues, Palmer
■ When: 7 p.m. Saturday
■ Tickets: $15 or $10 for students and seniors; 
available at Pandamonium Books, Matanuska 
Music, Fireside Bookstore and Vagabond Blues
Website: shontielder.com

See ELDER, Page A12

BY ANDREW WELLNER
Frontiersman

PALMER — Three charter schools 
have applications pending with the 
Mat-Su Borough School Board, and so 
far it doesn’t look like any of them will 
become a school in the near future. 

First is Mat-Su Central School, the 
school that the legion of homeschool-
ers in the Valley attend. 

District superintendent Ken Burn-
ley said at Wednesday’s school board 
meeting that when he showed up in 
the Valley — this school year is his 
first at the helm — he found the dis-

BY ANDREW WELLNER
Frontiersman

WASILLA — The Central Mat-
Su Fire Department is waiting to 
take over two brand new fire sta-
tions and looking for people to 
staff them. 

One station is on Fairview Loop 
near Snowshoe Elementary. The 
other is just up Horizon Drive 
from Knik-Goose Bay Road. 

Tarra Mellon, the department’s 

assistant in charge of public edu-
cation, said that the way it works is 
that each firefighter is assigned to 
the nearest fire station to where he 
or she lives. When a page goes out, 
the  firefighters go to that station, 

start up the engines and tankers, 
and drive to the fire. 

The new stations aren’t in ser-
vice yet but will be soon. The 

Charter school 
applications 

may not meet 
district muster

See CHARTERS, Page A3See STATIONS, Page A12

New fire 
stations 
nearly 

complete
ROBERT DeBERRY/Frontiersman

Central Mat-Su Fire Station 6-6 is one of two new stations. Station 
6-6 is on Fairview Loop near Snowshoe Elementary. The other is on 
Horizon Drive near Mile 12 Knik-Goose Bay Road.
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FEBRUARY 24, 2010

PALMER LIONS CLUB                    

             43RD ANNUAL

GUN SHOW
Sat., March 6 • 10 am - 6 pm

Sun., March 7 • 10 am - 5 pm
Alaska State Fair Grounds • Free Parking at Purple Gate

Over 300 Tables of
Guns, Knives & Outdoor Gear

COME LOOK • SWAP • SELL • TALK

$5 ADMISSION • KIDS 12 & UNDER  FREE 

For Information Call (907) 761-3750

FREE Courtesy Van from purple gate
Raffle and Hourly Door Prizes

Plus a Free Chance to Win a Fishing Charter
All Proceeds go to Lions Community Projects

“Where the Fun is learning and the learning is Fun”

Saturday, February 27 • 10 am - 2 pm
Art & Photography Show check-in 10-10:30 am

MAT-SU HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
APPLY NOW FOR

2010 WARREN N. CUDDY SCHOLARSHIP
$1,500(unrestricted) AND $2,500(AG-restricted)

ALASKA RURAL REHABILITATION
CORPORATION and

FIRST NATIONAL BANK ALASKA
CONTACT: ARRC 745-3390
DEADLINE: MARCH 12, 2010

VW-Audi
Porsche-Mercedes

Specialists

Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm
All major credit cards accepted.

907-376-7787
4701 E Bogard Road, Wasilla, AK

ROBERT DeBERRY/Frontiersman
Matanuska Telephone Association’s Les Helfrich executes a perfect “Superman Bellyflop” to 
enter the icy water of Finger Lake during Saturday’s Valley Polar Plunge at the Palmer Elks 
Lodge. The event raised more than $20,000 for local non-profits.

Anglers, 
ADF&G at 
odds over 

salmon
BY TODD L. DISHER

Frontiersman

MAT-SU — The Alaska 
Board of Fisheries will hear 
an emergency petition about 
Upper Cook Inlet sockeye 
salmon at its statewide 
meeting in March, but Valley 
anglers and guides are still 
standing in the dark.

The petition requests the 
board close the Upper Cook 
Inlet commercial driftnet 
fishery or restrict it to the 
Kenai or Kasilof section of 
the Inlet for one of the sched-
uled Monday or Thursday 
commercial fishing days in 
July.

Local fishing guide Andy 
Couch filed the petition 
citing recent low returns 
of sockeye salmon to the 
Yentna River. The fishery is 
already listed as a stock of 
concern, and Couch writes in 
the petition that the escape-
ment goals set in 2007 have 
historically never been met 
without such reductions in 
the driftnet fleet catch.

Further, Couch requests 
the board to direct the 
Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game to manage Upper 
Cook Inlet fisheries to meet 
the escapement goal of 
90,000 to 160,000 sockeyes 
on the Yentna River using 
counting methods similar to 
those used to set the goals.

This last part about how 
the fish are counted is 
becoming a bone of conten-
tion between sport groups 
and ADF&G.

Bruce Knowles is the 
acting director of the Mat-
S u  B o r o u g h  M a y o r ’ s 
Blue Ribbon Sportsmen’s 
Committee. Knowles said 
before 2009, fish counts on 
the Susitna River Drainage 
were taken using the Bendix-
type sonar counter. This is 

SPLASHDOWN
By GREG JOHNSON

Frontiersman

MAT-SU — When Chuck 
Kaplan’s wife tells him to go jump 
in the lake, he doesn’t argue.

Dressed as the Big Bad Wolf, 
Kaplan did a lot of huffing and 
puffing before and after plunging 
into an icy cold Finger Lake on 
Saturday.

“I’m the Big Bad Wolf and I ain’t 
a-scared of nuthin’!” he said prior 
to the start of the sixth annual Polar 
Plunge at the Palmer Elks Lodge.

Husband of Wasilla Senior Center 
Executive Director Sondra Kaplan, 
Chuck brought a van filled with 
seniors to watch as he and another 
69 brave enough — or insane 
enough — jumped into a large hole 
cut from the lake’s covering of ice.

“We made a day of it,” he said, 
adding taking a little dip in the lake 
should be easy. “I’ve jumped in the 
Arctic Ocean before up at Prudhoe 
Bay — on purpose.”

Besides, along with the Sertoma 
Club and Mat-Su Health Services, 
the senior center benefits from the 
more that $20,000 raised by the 
event, he said.

“I’m a good husband, I do as I’m 
told,” he said. “I was told I was 
going to jump, and do you know 
a married guy who wouldn’t if he 
was told to?”

Apparently, that guy would be 
Valley resident Fred Bowers, who 
stayed warm while videotaping 
fianceé Sandra Groller as she leaped 
into the lake.

Asked why he didn’t jump with 
his significant other, Bowers said, 
“Because my daddy raised an ugly 
child and not a stupid one. Her 
mommy raised a pretty girl, but not 
so (darn) smart.”

Conditions were ideal  for 
plunging, said Paula Nance, presi-
dent of the Sertoma Club, which 

Dozens take 
the plunge for 
Valley charities

See SALMON, Page 4
See PLUNGE, Page 3

Remote location made rescue efforts difficult in fatal accident
BY TODD L. DISHER

Frontiersman

HOUSTON — Unable to 
escape the cab, a man died 
Wednesday night when the tree 
cutting tractor he was operating 
broke through the ice covering a 

muskeg swamp.
Jack E. Forshee III was 

running the hydro-ax machine 
for Alaska Hydro-Ax Land 
Clearing, cutting trees for Mata-
nuska Electric Association in a 
power line easement a mile and 
a half off the Parks Highway 

near Mile 62.5.
The emergency responders got 

the call from the other member 
of the two-man crew just before 
5 p.m. Willow Fire Chief Lance 
Barve said the rig broke through 
the ice and the cab was almost 
completely submerged. The 

doors were blocked by the ice.
Due to the lack of road access, 

members of the Mat-Su Dive 
Rescue Team were driven in on 
snowmachines. Barve said they 
were using axes and chainsaws 
to try and break the ice around 
the cab. After 50 minutes on 

the scene, the driver was still 
trapped.

About 6 p.m., the call came 
over the radio that the opera-
tion had turned into a body 
recovery.

See FATAL, Page 4

BY VICKI NAEGELE
For the Frontiersman

WASILLA — Tennis may not be the only 
game where zero translates to love.

Wasilla High varsity volleyball team’s 6-0 
start to the season is all about love — the 
love of the team’s coach for the game.

Claudia Farias-Pinard is happy with the 
2010 season so far, not just because of the 
Warriors’ undefeated record going into 
tonight’s Northern Lights Conference clash 
with Palmer (5-0), but because her team is 
showing the love for the game that all but 
oozes out of her 6-foot-2-inch frame any-
time someone mentions volleyball.

“I love volleyball,” Farias-Pinard said. “I 
love the game. I try to pass that love to the 
players.

“They’ve come to me with a foundation 
based on physical skills and a desire to play 
to the best of their ability,” Farias-Pinard 
said. “My job is simply to help them put this 
foundation to use and show them the right 
direction to achieve success on the court.”

Farias-Pinard is no stranger to success. 
In her 25 years of playing volleyball, she’s 
played as a middle and outside hitter on 
professional teams in France and her native 
Brazil. She’s won two national champion-
ships as a player and one as an assistant 
coach at the College of Southern Idaho.

It was in Idaho where she met her hus-
band, P.J., who urged her to move back 
to Alaska with him. When Farias-Pinard 

found a job here, she moved north. She 
has her archtect’s license in Brazil but is 
an intern architect in Alaska pending her 
licensing here; she’ll tackle that project after 
the volleyball season. She also found an out-
let for her volleyball skills, first as the C team 
coach and then four years as the JV volley-
ball coach at PHS.

She took 2008 off from coaching to take a 
course required for her architecture certifi-
cation, which is only offered in the fall. Then 
in 2009, she took over the WHS program.

It was rocky at first, she said. There was 
neither a JV nor C coach; instead, she’d call 

in volunteers each day.
“The JV team almost every day had a new 

coach,” she recalled.
This year, Andy Couch is her C team 

coach and Gary Walker, who coaches the 
Wasilla Middle School varsity team, coaches 
the JV.

The school has been nothing but sup-
portive, she said, making the transition to 
Wasilla easy.

“I really feel at home here, and feel 
respected by the school and parents,” Far-

Dairy Queen hosts 
fund-raiser for rifle

Dairy Queen is hosting a 
fund-raiser for the Colony 
High School rifle team 
Sept. 26 from 1-4 p.m. at 
the Wasilla restaurant and 
Oct. 3 from 1-4 p.m. at the 
Palmer restaurant. 

During those times, Dairy 
Queen will donate 10 per-
cent of all proceeds to first-
year Colony program. The 
Colony High School team 
is self-funded and is raising 
money to purchase equip-
ment to be competitive dur-
ing the 2010-11 season.

PAHA announces 
evaluations schedule

The Palmer Amateur 
Hockey Association has 
announced its evaluation 
schedules.

The bantoms hit the 
Palmer Ice Arena Sept. 22 
and 24 from 7:45-8:45 p.m. 
and Sept. 25 from 3-4 p.m.

The girls’ U-14 team 
meets tonight from 5:15-
6:15 p.m. and Sept. 25 from 
8:45-9:45 a.m.

The mites meet Sept. 22 
and 24 from 5:15-6:15 p.m.

The squirts meet today 
and Sept. 23 from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. and Sept. 25 from 1:45-
2:45 p.m.

Peewees meet Sept. 22 
and 24 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
and Sept. 25 from 7:45-8:45 
p.m.

Midgets meet Sept. 25 
from 7:45-8:45 a.m.

The mini mites meet Sept. 
25 from 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Players in the IP program 
meet Sept. 25 from 12:30-
1:30 p.m.

Colony searching for 
Nordic ski coach

Colony High School is 
in search of a boys’ cross 
country skiing head coach 
for the 2010-11 season. 
Those interested are asked 
to submit a letter of applica-
tion, current resume and 
two letters of reference to 
Colony assistant principal 
Brendon McMahon (bren-
don.mcmahon@matsuk12.
us).

Youth sports seasons 
have begun

The Lil’ Kickers soccer, 
Lil’ Hoopers basketball, 
Tiny Dancers, Koala Kids 
and Panda Pals begin-
ning tumbling and youth 
cheerleading seasons have 
begun at the AT&T Sports 
Center. For more informa-
tion call 746-7529 or visit 
attsportscenter.com.

Houston in search of 
girls basketball coach

Houston High School is 
in search of a head coach 
to lead its girls basketball 
program. Those interested 
are asked to submit a let-
ter of application, current 
resume and at least two 
letters of reference to the 
Houston High School 
activities office. For more 
information, contact Hous-
ton High activities director 
Norm Bouchard (norman.
bouchard@matsuk12.us) or 
principal William Johnson 

BY JEREMIAH BARTZ
Frontiersman

PALMER — The Alaska Ava-
lanche are crossing the border.

The Palmer-based North Amer-
ican Hockey League franchise 
makes its first trip to Canada this 
week and opens a three-game 
series Thursday against the Daw-

son Creek Rage in Dawson Creek, 
British Columbia.

Alaska (2-4-0) will meet the 
NAHL expansion Rage (1-2-1) 
for the first time on Thursday, but 
Avalanche coaching staff had a 
chance to see the Rage play during 
the NAHL Showcase in Minnesota 
last week.

“They’re young, they’re big,” 

Alaska head coach Brian Huebel 
said of the Rage.

The Rage could sport the biggest 
team in the NAHL. All but three 
players stand at least 6 feet and 
the shortest players on the roster, 
forwards Nolan Rossiter and Ryan 
Matthews, are 5-10. The Rage also 
has seven players weighing in at 
200 pounds or heavier.

Huebel said the Av, a team with 
only eight players 6-foot or taller, 
will have to play to their strengths.

“I definitely think we have to uti-
lize our speed,” Huebel said.

The Dawson Creek team is made 
up strictly of Canadian players, and 
all but one hail from either British 

WASILLA HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALLMATSU 
SPORTS BRIEFS

See BRIEFS, Page B3

NORTH AMERICAN HOCKEY LEAGUE

Avalanche make first trip to Canada

ROBERt DeBERRY/Frontiersman
Wasilla Warrior volleyball head coach Claudia Farias-Pinard stands with her 2010 varsity squad Monday at Wasilla High School.

SET FOR SUCCESS
Warrior coach has 

team off to 6-0 start; 
set to clash with 

undefeated Palmer

ROBERT DeBERRY/Frontiersman
Wasilla volleyball varsity coach Claudia Farias-Pinard works with the varsity team during 
Monday’s practice at Wasilla High School. 

See SUCCESS, Page B3

See CANADA, Page B2
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Mat-Su ValleySPORTS Check out the      
   Classifieds on  
           page B9!

SouthCentral Alaska Advertising Network
SCAANSCAAN

For Information or 
To Advertise Call 

907.352.2250 
5751 E Mayfl ower Court 

Wasilla, AK 99654



Opportunities
Your business or organization is unique, and our advertising sales 
executives are eager to put together a proposal especially tailored to 
your needs.   Here are just some of the opportunities we can bring you:

	 Display ads in the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman and Valley Sun
	 Online advertising at Frontiersman.com
	 Special sections throughout the year with niche editorial content
	 Special pages
	 Inserts and flyers
	 Front page sticky notes
	 Front page banner advertising

The Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman is a paid-distribution thrice–weekly 
newspaper audited by the ABC (Audit Bureau of Circulation) and 
published on Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays. We also publish the 
Valley Sun every Wednesday; this is a free publication with local content 
distributed at no charge throughout the Valley.

Advertising 
Opportunities

Distribution

For Information or 
To Advertise Call 

907.352.2250 
5751 E Mayflower Court 

Wasilla, AK 99654



The Valley Sun is a free publication distributed on Wednesdays at more 
than 100 locations around the Valley.

The Valley Sun is the perfect compliment to your Mat-Su Valley 
Frontiersman advertising campaign; the combination buy delivers your 
advertising message to 31,000+ readers throughout the Borough. 

Valley Sun

For Information or 
To Advertise Call 

907.352.2250 
5751 E Mayfl ower Court 

Wasilla, AK 99654
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Key Bank Plaza  •  Palmer  •  907.746.6245
The UPS Store

Our friendly associates take the 
hassle out of getting your fish
home fresh.
We can also pack and ship your:

• Souvenirs
• Luggage
• Personal Items
• Gifts

Ask us for details!

We ship fish•

Pat
Mulligan

Office
745-6017

Downtown Palmer • Every Friday
May 14 - August 20 • 11am - 6pm

Live Music • Arts & Crafts
•  Alaskan Grown Products  •  Food

For More Information Call  •  761-3500
www.cityofpalmer.org

Thank You To Our Sponsors

Meta Rose Square under 
the Clock Tower in Wasilla376-3177

Have you tried our
BBQ Sauces? CEDS

Asian Market
In the Shoprite Mall in Wasilla
M-F 10-7 Sat 11-7 Come by & 

check us out. See you there!!!

376-6468
1261 Seward Meridian

www.sylviasquiltdepot.com

Children’s
Classes
Available

Christmas
in

July

TURN YOUR RV INTO CASH!

376-8100 • 3151 Palmer/Wasilla Hwy.
Across from the Bowling Alley, Wasilla

Let the Professionals sell your RV • Appraisals on all RVs

Camper Valley RV
Park and Sell

campervalleyrv.com
Voted Best RV Dealer in the Valley!

BY ANDREW WELLNER
Frontiersman

SUTTON — Usibelli Coal Mine has 
cleared another hurdle as it seeks to 
mine coal from Wishbone Hill. 

On Wednesday, the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources renewed 
the mine’s exploration permit which, 
in turn, allows the mine to drill holes in 
the area and get an idea of how much 
coal of what type is there.

“The trail (to access the area) is 
almost completely finished and we 
plan to start drilling our test holes 

within the next few weeks,” said 
Usibelli spokeswoman Lorali Carter. 
“We’re gathering more information on 
coal quality. ... We plan to drill a few 
holes in the area where we believe we 
will build the mine facilities like the 
shop and warehouse, just making sure 
we’re not going to build anything on 
top of a nice coal seam.” 

The approval from DNR consisted 
of five pages outlining why Usibelli’s 
application meets the department’s 
standards and 12 pages responding to 
public comments. DNR said it received 
134 comments from private individuals 
and three each from non-governmental 
agencies, state and local government 
agencies and tribal councils.

A number of the public’s concerns 
— about blasting, for example, how 
close the mine would be to area homes 
or whether Usibelli should be allowed, 
as is the plan, to ship the coal to Asia 
— were called out of bounds. DNR 
reports that such comments were 
beyond the “scope of review” for an 
exploration permit. That doesn’t mean 
such concerns lack merit, just that 
the matter under consideration was 
whether Usibelli should be allowed 
to drill holes. A lot of issues brought 
up by those commenting relate more 

Usibelli exploration OK’d
Coal mine permit approval 

1 of remaining hurdles

See COAL, Page 2

ROCK THE PARK

ROBERT DeBERRY/Frontiersman
Jeremy Strunk and his Schwabehof Jam Band — aka Cottonschwab — power through a set at Rock the Park in Wonderland Park Thursday 
evening.

BY GREG JOHNSON
Frontiersman

WASILLA — Jeremy Strunk and his 
Schwabenhof Jam Band — aka Cotton-
schwab — rocked Wonderland Park 
Thursday. The band’s emotional blend of 

hard-driving melodies and soulful solos 
echoed through a cool, sunny evening.

Cottonschwab isn’t a new sound for 
the Valley music scene, playing Sundays 
at the Palmer-Wasilla Highway watering 
hole. Strunk took over the group about 
two months ago from Mark Johnson.

Playing at tonight’s Rock the Park 
concert series is just the ticket for Strunk, 
considered one of the Valley’s best guitar 
players, said Ian Gallagher of Matanuska 
Music. “He’s an absolutely great guitarist 
and they’re all great musicians,” he said.

See ROCK, Page 3

BY ANDREW 
WELLNER 
Frontiersman

PALMER — The new 
Mat-Su Borough School 
District superintendent 
didn’t waste much time 
before shaking things up 
at the district’s adminis-
trative offices. 

The previous superin-
tendent, George Troxel, 
retired at the end of the 
school year. On June 
26, during a two-day 
retreat to hash out ways 
to  increase account-

ability and transparency 
at the district, the school 
board accepted a raft of 
reorganization recom-
mendations from the new 
guy, Ken Burnley. 

“I believe the staff 
recommendations get us 

started on the right road,” 
Burnley said in a school 
district press release.

First on the list is a new 
evaluation process for 
Burnley. The board will 
hold him to a clear set of 
measurements focusing 
o n  t i m e l y  s t u d e n t 
achievement and results. 
Goals will be set annually 
and updates given quar-
terly.

N e x t ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t 
changed the job descrip-
tion of one of its assistant 
superintendents.  The 
assistant superintendent 

of administration is now 
the assistant superin-
tendent of business and 
operations.  Probably 
more important, though, 
is who will fill that role. 
John Weetman,  who 
had the position until 
now, was transferred to 
be head of the district’s 
information technology 
department, where he 
takes over for the retiring 
Tim Anderson. 

In Weetman’s place, 
Burnley is bringing up 
Ken Forest, currently 
with the Travis Unified 

School District in Cali-
fornia, a district that 
serves Travis Air Force 
Base in Fairfield, Calif. 
Forest is a former U.S. 
Army Reserve colonel 
w h o  w o r k e d  w i t h 
Burnley when Burnley 
was superintendent for 
Detroit Public Schools. 

Forest is also fluent in 
the program the district 
uses for financial and 
personnel management, 
the school board noted. 
Burnley said Forrest 
has won awards for his 
prowess in f inancial 

reporting. 
The other assistant 

superintendent, Deena 
Paramo, had her contract 
days bumped up from 
228 to 260. 

Burnley pointed out 
that none of the changes 
involve adding any posi-
tions, just rearranging 
what was already there 
and restructuring the 
duties of the two assis-
tant superintendents.

 
Contact Andrew Wellner 

at andrew.wellner@fron-
tiersman.com or 352-2270.

Superintendent orchestrates district changes

Burnley

BY ANDREW WELLNER
Frontiersman

WASILLA — Nancy 
Hall still has a year left in 
her term as a Wasilla city 
councilwoman, but said 
she has to say goodbye.

“In the spring of ‘09, 
my husband and I were 
visiting Chile and Peru 
and I came back up from 
Lima and he stayed on and 
I got one of those phone 
calls that said, ‘Honey, I 
bought a vineyard.’” 

Wait. What?  
“My husband went 

down in March [and] 
he’s been down there 
since,” Hall said, adding 
with a laugh, “In order to 
stay married and see my 
husband once in a while, 
I have decided to join him 
in Argentina.” 

OK. 
Hall said the grapes 

grown on the vineyard are 
sold to wineries. They’re 
red-wine grapes, which is 
somewhat ironic because 
she can’t drink the stuff. It 
gives her a headache. 

Hall and her husband 
have made friends down 
there. It’s high desert 
country and there is a 

Wine 
country 

calls 
for Hall

See HALL, Page 2
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Walgreens

Sportsman’s Warehouse

Sports Authority

Wal-Mart Red Robin

Lowe’s Fred Meyer Target

Home Depot

Chili’s

Mat-Su Regional 
Medical Center
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Valley residents pack the Glenn Highway on their daily commute to Anchorage.

According to the Alaska State Department of Labor, nearly one third 
of Mat-Su Borough residents commute to Anchorage for work.  This 
heavy daily travel results in Valley residents spending substantial 
amounts of money in Anchorage for a variety of goods and services. 

In addition, Valley residents who do not work in Anchorage travel there 
frequently for shopping, entertainment, health care and more. It makes 
economic sense for Anchorage businesses to communicate with Valley 
residents by advertising in the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman and online at 
Frontiersman.com.
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than the Mat-Su 
Valley Frontiersman. 

For the best local and most 
comprehensive coverage, no one

does it better than the 
Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman
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ers the largest audience - Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman. With paid circulation of
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Mat-Su Valley Sun  publication reaches approx. 22,000 readers weekly.

FOR INFORMATION OR TO ADVERTISE CALL (907)352-2250

5751 E MAYFLOWER COURT,  WASILLA,  AK 99654

Circulation



Editorial Features
WWW.FRONTIERSMAN.COM TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2010        PAGE B3

Law Offices of 
Kenneth J. Goldman, PC

Brought to you by...

Support developing minds! Become a 
World of Wonder sponsor today!

Call 352-2250

Valley
Dermatology

For Information or 
To Advertise Call 

907.352.2250 
5751 E Mayfl ower Court 

Wasilla, AK 99654

Sundays Business
Valley Life

Outdoors
Schools
World of Wonder

Health

Comics
Entertainment
Opinion
Police Beat
Faith
Sports
Obituaries

Tuesdays

Fridays

Every Day

Proposed Chuitna mine 
would imperil Cook 
Inlet salmon stocks

To the editor:
PacRim Coal, a Delaware 

corporation funded by 
Texan investors, is pushing 
to develop Alaska’s largest 
coal strip mine 45 miles 
west of Anchorage, less 
than 20 miles south of the 
Susitna River mouth near 
the communities of Tyo-
nek and Beluga. PacRim 
Coal has already submitted 
numerous permit applica-
tion documents to the Alas-
ka Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). 

The proposed mine 
would be located in hydric 
soil, drilling 350 feet to soft 
bituminous coal of such 
poor quality that it could 
not be used or sold in the 
U.S, so it would be shipped 
to China. From there, atmo-
spheric mercury from the 
burning of this coal would 
return windblown to Alaska 
lakes and streams, further 
contaminating the aquatic 
food chain.

The proposed mine 
would destroy a section of 
Middle Creek, a salmon 
stream and tributary of 
the salmon-rich Chuitna 
River. Toxic waste — 7 mil-
lion gallons of water per 
day laden with zinc, iron 
and aluminum would flow 
into the Chuitna River, and 
from there into Cook Inlet 
— would total more than 
2.5 billion gallons per year, 
as far into the future as can 
be predicted. That would 
affect five species of Alaska 
salmon attempting to 
migrate north from upper 
Cook Inlet into the Susitna 
River, and from there to all 
the familiar fishing streams 
(Sheep Creek, Montana 
Creek, Goose Creek) all the 
way up the Parks Highway. 
Likewise, this would imperil 
any young salmon attempt-
ing to return to Cook Inlet 
and the Pacific Ocean and 

set a precedent for ruin 
of other pristine Alaska 
streams with mining waste!

Public comment and the 
state’s consideration of 
such comment is required 
by law before approval 
for mining projects of this 
environmental scope. In 
spite of this, however, in 
July, officials representing 
the state traveled to Tokyo, 
Japan, to make a presenta-
tion on resource develop-
ment in Alaska. These 
representatives referred to 
the proposed Chuitna coal 
strip mine with the clear 
and obvious implication 
that the project has a prede-
termined outcome and that 
production — regardless 
of public input, the rule of 
law or scientific data — will 
invariably commence. 

Alaska needs legislation 
now banning mining in 
a salmon stream! DNR is 
accepting comments until 
5 p.m. Oct. 13 on renewal 
of the mine exploration 
permit. Please send com-
ments about the proposed 
coal strip mine to Russell 
Kirkham, DNR manager for 
coal regulatory permits, at 
russell.kirkham@alaska.gov 
so it will become part of the 
public record. 

Please consider also send-
ing comments to the Fish 
and Game commissioner, 
AK Department of Fish and 
Game, P.O. Box 115526, 

Juneau, AK, call 465-4100 
or e-mail. dfg.commis-
sioner@alaska.gov. You can 
also contact Gov. Sean Par-
nell at 465-3500 to oppose 
this proposed mine and its 
disastrous effects.     

There is also a free service 
offered by the Legisla-
tive Information Office 
in Anchorage. Residents 
may place free calls to any 
legislator. Call 269-0111 
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., an operator will take 
comments and send mes-
sages directly to Parnell and 
the Fish and Game com-
missioner, as well as DNR’s 
coal regulatory program 
manager, Russell Kirkham.  

Additional background 
material regarding environ-
mental effects of the pro-
posed mine may be found at 
chuitna.org.

 
Valanne Glooschenko

Willow

Bess doesn’t represent 
most Christians

To the editor:
On the Faith page in the 

Frontiersman and Valley 
Sun you allow Howard Bess 
to write articles, his byline 
is retired American Baptist 
minister. Mr. Bess does not 
represent the vast majority 
of Christians, nor does he 
lift up the Word of God, 

because many of his com-
ments don’t line up with the 
Word of God. If you con-
tinue to let him write on the 
Faith page, at least don’t let 
him represent Christians, 
a title more appropriate 
would be New Age minis-
ter. To continue to let Mr. 
Bess write about Christian-
ity would be like letting 
Paul write about Christian-
ity before his conversion on 
the road to Damascus.

Lavon Barve
Wasilla

Roundabout is an 
accident waiting 
to happen

To the editor:
The Sept. 21 paper has 

an article about the new 
roundabout on Truck Road. 
I first drove a roundabout 
in 1969 in New England, 
where they are called rota-
ries, and have gone through 
hundreds since then, 
including in Scotland where 
they love them. What is on 
Trunk Road is not a round-
about, but a bad imitation 
of one. 

The fundamental prin-
ciple of a roundabout is 
if you miss your exit you 
can continue around the 
circle and then exit on the 
next pass. The Trunk Road 
design with a required exit 
for the right-hand lane 
does not allow one to con-
tinue around the circle. The 
requirement to move to the 
inside lane to circle con-
flicts with the requirement 
to get into the right lane to 
exit. This is a formula for 
accidents.

The Department of 
Transportation should not 
build any more round-
abouts until it learns how to 
properly design them.

Respectfully yours,

J.B. Friderici
Willow

OPINION Mat-Su Valley

Chuck Legge is a freelance cartoonist whose award-winning work has been published in the “Best Editorial Cartoons of 
the Year” anthology. The opinions expressed in his cartoons are not necessarily those of the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 
its staff or parent company Wick Communications Co.

The World According to Chuck
Neighbors 

helping 
neighbors

Looking back across his life, a famous author asked 
his son, a pediatrician, for his thoughts on life’s 
meaning.  

“Father, we are here to help each other get through 
this thing, whatever it is,” Dr. Vonnegut answered 
his father, Kurt.

In a nut shell, that’s what United Way’s about, too.
John Conn of Stage 2 worked with the United Way 

of Mat-Su Board of Directors to create a 2010 cam-
paign video called, “What is United Way of Mat-
Su?”  It’s online at unitedwaymatsu.org.

The video takes viewers on a road trip as United 
Way of Mat-Su Executive Director Stephanie Allen 
attempts to answer that question.

She travels to places like the Palmer Senior Cen-
ter, Sunshine Community Health Center, Salvation 
Army, Food Pantry of Wasilla, Imagination Library, 
Sunshine Transit, Boys and Girls Club, Nugen’s 
Ranch, Mat-Su Services for Children and Adults, 
Mid Valley Seniors, Red Cross, CCS Early Learning 
and the local Girl Scouts  — all United Way grant 
recipients for 2010-11 — and asks them to explain 
United Way of Mat-Su through their eyes.

And the impact United Way continues to have in 
the Valley is eye-opening.

United Way of Mat-Su started in 1987. For many 
years it partnered with other non-profits to do fund-
raising and split the proceeds with designated non-
profits, like the Red Cross. The 2010 giving cam-
paign kickoff was Sept. 9.

These days, United Way issues grants to charitable 
organizations and community programs that have 
measurable, positive, lasting impacts, according to 
Cherie LeBlanc-Shue, the organization’s resource 
development director.

It’s also narrowed its efforts to focus on education, 
income and health. 

“We have found that those are the building blocks 
for long-lasting change,” she said.

Thanks to companies that provide matching grants 
and volunteers who give hours of time and in-kind 
donations, United Way of Mat-Su is able to multiply 
individual donations to have a greater impact.

“This investment has the power to not only feed 
the hungry in our community today, but to bring 
about positive enduring change,” said LeBlanc-
Shue. “When you give to United Way, you become 
part of something larger.”

What is United Way of Mat-Su? It’s people help-
ing people, neighbor helping neighbor.

To borrow a truism from the Sports section: 
Together, everyone achieves more. Be proud know-
ing your trust and support of United Way makes 
real, measurable differences in the lives of our neigh-
bors. 

It’s a good feeling to live united.
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Letters to the editor

How to contact your legislators
SEN. LINDA MENARD
600 E. Railroad Ave., Wasilla, 
Alaska 99654
Phone: 376-3370
Fax: 376-3157
E-mail: Senator_Linda_
Menard@legis.state.ak.us

SEN. CHARLIE HUGGINS
600 E. Railroad Ave., Suite 1, 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654
Phone: 376-4866
Fax: 373-4724
E-mail: Senator_Charlie_ 
Huggins@legis.state.ak.us

REP. CARL GATTO
600 E. Railroad Ave., Wasilla, 
Alaska 99654
Phone: 376-3725
Fax: 376-4768
E-mail: Representative_Carl_ 
Gatto @legis.state.ak.us

REP. WES KELLER
600 E. Railroad Ave., Wasilla, 
Alaska 99654
Phone: 373-1842
Fax: 373-4729
E-mail: Representative_Wes_ 
Keller @legis.state.ak.us

REP. MARK NEUMAN
600 E. Railroad Ave., Wasilla, 
Alaska 99654
Phone: 376-2679
Fax: 373-4745
E-mail: Representative_Mark 
_Neuman@legis.state.ak.us

REP. BILL STOLTZE
P.O. Box 464, Chugiak, 
Alaska 99567
Phone: 376-4958
Fax: 376-4928
E-mail: Representative_Bill_ 
Stoltze @legis.state.ak.us

POLICY ON SUBMISSIONS
 We welcome Letters to the Editor. Letters will be edited for length, 
clarity, good taste and libel. Factual accuracy and a civil tone are 
expected.
 Letters should not exceed 400 words. All letters, including e-mail, 
must have a name and include a daytime phone number for verifica-
tion. Letters will generally be printed in the order in which they are 
received – however, until they have been verified, they are not consid-
ered received. Longer Spectrum pieces are 600-800 words. We do not 
normally run letters sent to multiple publications.
 E-mail letters and comments to the Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman to 
news@frontiersman.com. Fax letters to 352-2276. Mail to Editor, Mat-
Su Valley Frontiersman, P.O. Box 873509., Wasilla, AK 99687
 Opinions expressed in letters to the editor and in guest columns, 
such as Spectrum, are not necessarily those of the Mat-Su Valley 
Frontiersman, its officers, management or staff.
 The Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman will not print any letters that 
involve conflicts between individuals or individuals and businesses.

SEN. MARK BEGICH
522 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Local Phone: (907) 271-5915; Fax: (907) 258-9305
D.C. Phone: 202-224-3004; Fax: 202-228-3205
Web site: http://begich.senate.gov

SEN. LISA MURKOWSKI
709 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510

Local Phone: 376-7665; Fax: 376-8526
D.C. Phone: 202-224-6665; Fax: 907-465-3884
Web site: http://murkowski.senate.gov

REP. DON YOUNG
2111 Rayburn House Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20515
Local Phone: (907) 271-5978; Fax: (907) 271-5950
D.C. Phone: 202-225-5765; Fax: 202-225-0425
Web site: http://donyoung.house.gov

Congressional Contacts
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Mat-Su ValleyFAITH

God is continually at 
work in your life making 

you into His image.

Is your church 
having a special 

function?
Advertise it here!

Call 352-2250

But by the grace of 
God I am what I am,
& his grace to me was

not without effect.
1 CORINTHIANS 15:10 

PALMER

ALASKA LAESTADIAN CONGREGATION
Chairman - Kevin  •  907-357-2690

Service Director - Ross  •  907-631-3016
Services held Sundays at 6:00 pm

PALMER UNITED METHODIST
Sunday Worship in Palmer, 9:30 am

432 S. Alaska St., Palmer
(In the lower level of Country Cutts bldg.)
Pastors Robert & Tori Hicks, 745-3109

Fellowship time following services.

FARM LOOP CHRISTIAN CENTER
Christ Centered, People Oriented,

Bible Based
Sunday School for all ages 10am

Sunday Service & Children’s Church 11am
Various Ministries throughout the week.

Home Fellowship Groups 
Various Times of the Week.

Transportation Ministry Sunday Mornings 
Call for info 

Phone: 745-4851
Located .8 mi. north of Palmer 

on Farm Loop Road

LAZY MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
“To know Christ and to make Him known.”

Pastors David Dahms & Dave Kenny
East on the Old Glenn Hwy,

Left on Clark Wolverine, 1/2 mile to Shawn.
Worship Sunday School, Nursery 9:15 & 11

High School Youth 7:00pm Tuesday
Middle School & Pioneer Club 6:45pm Wed.

Phone: 745-2611

PALMER CHURCH OF GOD
Mile 40 Glenn Highway

(across from the fair grounds)
Palmer, Alaska

Sunday Morning, Worship 10:45am
Pastor Andy Hanson 745-3022

SHILOH MISSIONARY BAPTIST
505 S. Bailey Street, Palmer

Sunday School: 9:45am, Worship: 11:00am
Wed. Intercessory Prayer & Testimony 6:30pm,

Bible Study 7pm.
Rev. Jesse Mitchell, Pastor

337-6887, 830-0761, Church 745-5530

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

323 North Alaska, Palmer 745-3526
http://home.gci.net/~stbart/

Sunday Holy Communion 10am
Wednesday Holy Communion, noon

Father Dean Mandrell 

ST. MICHAEL’S ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
432 E. Fireweed Avenue

Weekday Masses: Mon.,Tues. & Wed. 9am
Thurs. 6:30pm, Fri. 12:10 pm

(Communion service if a priest is not available)
Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:30 pm, 

Sun. 8 & 11:00 am
Confession: Sat. 4:30pm

Father Jaime Mencias 745-3229

PALMER

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
“Inviting all to know and grow in Christ”

Located in the Trinity Barn Plaza
Mile 2.2 Palmer-Wasilla Hwy.

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Services 10:30am

Nursery available during worship
Fellowship Hour Follows Worship

Pastor Diane Krauszer
Phone: 745-0726 • Website: www.trinityl.net

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
Preschool Ages 3-5 • Phone: 745-LOVE(5683

THE SALVATION ARMY
MATSU VALLEY CORPS
209 W. Evergreen  745-7079

Sunday School for all ages, 9:45am
Sunday Worship Service, 11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study, 7:00pm

(Call for location)
Women’s Ministry, Thursday 10 - 1:30

Youth Programs - Call for time & location
Majors Dan and Verna Hughes,  Pastors 

UNITED PROTESTANT CHURCH
(PRESBYTERIAN

“The Church Of A Thousand Trees”
713 South Denali Street, Palmer

  Worship 11:00am 
745-3822

www.palmerlogchurch.org

VALLEY HARVEST CHURCH
“Sowing the hope of Christ’s love, acceptance

and forgiveness into people’s lives”
Worship @ 10:30am, Children’s Church

Nursery Care Provided. 
Wed Family Night @ 7pm. Meets at 

Mi. 2 Palmer-Wasilla Hwy.
 745-LORD (5673)
Pastor Barry Orzali

valleyharvestchurch.net

WASILLA

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1375 Bogard Rd.  376-5053

wasilla@mtaonline.net  www.firstpreswasilla.com
Sundays

9:00 am - Sunday School for everyone
10:00 am - Worship Service with Children’s Ministry

5:00 pm - Senior High Youth Ministry
7:00 pm - Worship Service

Wednesdays
5 - 7:00 pm - Children’s & Middle School Ministries

Henry Woodall, Pastor  354-5043
Daulton Morock, Youth Minister  354-2654

CHRIST FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

5137 West Fairview Loop • 376-3109
Pasters Tori and Robert Hicks

www.christfirstumcak.com
Sunday morning Worship: 11:30am

Broadcast at www.ustream.tv/channel/cfumc
Sunday School, all ages: 10:30am

Wednesday morning Bible Study: 10:00am
Wednesday Evening Family Time

Free Dinner: 5:45pm, Classes for all ages: 6:15pm 

WASILLA

NORTHGATE COMMUNITY CHURCH
“Advancing the Kingdom of God
by loving Him & serving others.”

Meeting @ Teeland Middle School
Sunday Worship: 9am & 11am

Nursery & kids programs
Wednesday “Fuel” (grades 6-12) 6:30pm

Thursday Worship & Prayer 7:00pm
Call office for directions 864-6701

 Pastor Phil Markwardt • Pastor Dennis Hotchkiss
www.northgatealaska.com

ST. HERMAN OF ALASKA
ORTHODOX CHURCH

“Where they were first called Christians”
6988 N. En Dove Rd.,

(Go to mile 7.1 Wasilla-Fishhook, 
then down Welch Rd. 1.1 Miles, 

log Church on Left)
Sunday Liturgy 10:00am
Saturday Vespers 7:00pm

Wednesday Vespers 7:00pm
Msg. Phone 373-5254

FAIRVIEW LOOP BAPTIST CHURCH
Member - Southern Baptist Convention

3118 W. Fairview Loop Road
Pastor Tom Hoffman

Church Office 373-PRAY (7729)
Pastor’s Office 373-7884

Fax - 373-7873
email: flbc@mtaonline.net

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:00am

Worship Service 10:30am
Evening Service 6:00pm

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 7:00pm

Mission Groups 7:00pm
THURSDAY

Men’s Soup & Bible Study 12:00pm

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
501 Bogard Road, Wasilla, AK 99654

(907) 376-3522, 9am-4pm for information
Sunday Worship Service 8:30am & 11am

Sunday School 10am
Childcare available.

Coffee fellowship after each service.
Pastor Duane Hanson

Facility is handicap accessible. 

SUNNY KNIK CHAPEL
Mile 14 Knik-Goose Bay Road

Worship Svc at 10am 
Sunday School at 9am

Mid-Week Service Wed. 7pm
Call for other services at 376-8777

Duane Guisinger, Pastor

ST. DAVID’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Mile 2.2 Wasilla-Fishhook Rd.

Sunday Service:  Holy Communion 8:00am
Breakfast 9:00am

Holy Eucharist 10:30am
The Rev. Ann C. Whitney

373-0625 Church • 376-3357 Rectory
www.stdavidak.org

WASILLA

WASILLA BIBLE  CHURCH
“Extending His Grace”

Pastor: Larry Kroon 
1651 Nicola Ave.

(1 blk off Parks behind Burchell High)
Sunday Worship Service
9:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Classes for ages up thru 5th grade - 9:30 hr
Classes for all ages thru Adult - 11:15 hr

376-2176 - Office • 376-9580 - Fax
www.wasillabible.org

WASILLA CHRISTIAN CHURCH
“Sharing together in faith, hope & love”
Mile 2.3 Knik Goose Bay Rd. 376-5576

Services: 9am & 11am
Sunday School 9:30am

Youth Group - Wed. 7pm
Home Bible Studies throughout the week.

Pastor: Joe Munday 
www.wasillachristianchurch.org

WASILLA SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST 
Study Hour @ 9:30am Worship @ 11am
Located at 2101 Lucille Street, Wasilla

Pastor Jim Kack  373-2152

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 Mi. 46.5 Parks Hwy. on Lamont Way, 

Sun. School & Services 10am, 
Wed. Testimonials 7:30pm, 

Public Reading Room @ Creekside Plaza: 
Mon. - Sat. 11am to 2pm, 

373-6530

HOUSTON

HILLTOP ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Pastor Kevin & Lorita Shumway
SS: 10am, Worship Svc: 11am
Sun. Afternoon Svc: 1:30pm

Wed. Evening Svc: 7pm
Mile 59.7 Parks Hwy, 892-6225

BIG LAKE

FAITH BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
14159 West Hollywood Rd.

“The end of your search 
for  a  Bible teaching church”

SS: 10:00am, Sunday Worship 11am 
Awana Club, Youth Group & 

Adult Bible Study, Wednesday at 6:30pm
Pastor Ethan Hansen

church 892-8545, home 892-1100

In the third chapter of Genesis, 
we have the story of the tempta-
tion of Eve and subsequent fall 
of man from innocence into sin. 
Central to this story is a certain 
tree, the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for it was this tree, 
and only this tree, that God had 
forbidden man to eat of its fruit. 
Thus, we come to the concept of 
forbidden fruit theology; the idea 
that man’s greatest weakness lies 
in what is forbidden him, and 
hence the idea that the cure is to 
be found in complete and unre-
stricted access.

The first time I heard of this 
concept it was in relation to child 
rearing. The theorist held that 
the reason why so many children 
crave candy is because it is gen-
erally forbidden them, and as 
they, themselves, had always had 
access to a candy drawer and did 
just fine with it, that the problem 
would just go away if there wasn’t 
such great restriction. No doubt 
a lot of kids out there would 
applaud such reasoning until 
such maladies such as obesity and 
diabetes were considered.

But this theology can also be 
found in the public arena. There 
are those out there that advocate 

the legalization of marijuana, 
among other drugs, and cite a few 
countries where its legalization 
has allegedly led to no ill effects. 
The same is true for that of pros-
titution. While they don’t go 
around waving the banner of for-
bidden fruit theology, what they 
do attest is that these are victim-
less crimes, and it is the forbid-
ding of these activities that makes 
them a problem, not the behavior 
itself. Hence, like the cure for the 
alcohol induced mafia and crime 
wave of the prohibition era, their 
solution is to legalize these and 
other such activities, and turn 
them into a revenue source (taxa-
tion). 

However, the truth is that this 
is no less than forbidden fruit 
theology.

But there are problems to 

this theology that you need to 
be aware of. First off, you need 
to be aware that the devil is the 
originator of this theology. While 
complete and unrestricted access 
to everything may sound appeal-
ing, the devil is not your friend. 
While we don’t know how long 
it took him to make his move 
on Eve in the garden after being 
removed from his position as the 
anointed, covering cherub and 
having his name changed from 
Lucifer to Satan, we do know that 
he was hell bent on destroying 
that part of God’s creation that 
was created in God’s image: Man.

But just look at the first result 
of this theology: Death. Though 
physical death wouldn’t come to 
Adam for about 930 years, spiri-
tual death came immediately as 
from that moment onward man 
would begin to offer sacrifices as 
payment for their sin. 

While there is more to than 

this, what you need to under-
stand is that things that are 
restricted and forbidden are so 
for a reason, and that is because 
there is something dangerous 
and deadly on the other end. 
Consider for yourself how much 
death and destruction has been 
caused by alcohol since the end 
of prohibition. And then just go 
ahead and tell me that the legal-
ization of pot and prostitution 
will be any different.

Secondly, this theology suppos-
es that man is basically good and 
along with the freedom will prac-
tice self-restraint. Remember, 
the devil told Eve that we would 
be “as gods.” As gods, knowing 
good from evil. As gods, knowing 
when enough was enough and 
when too much was too much. As 
gods, deciding to limit my behav-
ior because it would encroach 
upon my neighbor.

The trouble is that we have 

nothing in some 6,000 years of 
history to lend proof of this. We 
can demonstrate that man is a 
very sinful and selfish creature. 
While we can show that some 
can show restraint in some areas 
of their lives, none can show 
restraint in every area of their 
lives. Thus alcohol has not ruined 
everyone’s life it has ever come 
in contact with, but just look at 
those in which it did. 

The truth is that forbidden 
fruit theology is a framework for 
blaming God for man’s prob-
lems. It is the rejection of rules 
and authority, both of which find 
their establishment in God. You 
would do well to avoid this very 
unbiblical philosophy in what-
ever form you find it.

Ron Hamman is pastor of 
Independent Baptist Church of 
Wasilla; contact him at 357-4229 
or ron.hamman@gci.net.

Problems associated with forbidden fruit theology
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We can demonstrate that man is a very sinful and selfish creature. While we can 
show that some can show restraint in some areas of their lives, none can show 
restraint in every area of their lives. 
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(907) 352-2250
Fax (907) 352-2274

5751 E. Mayfl ower Ct.
Wasilla, AK 99654

2011 Rate Card            

Open Rate
1st $26.00 - 2nd $13.00 - 3rd $9.00

     Col    Width         Height        Price

Inserts

Accepted formats:  PDF, high-quality JPEG, TIFF
Images: Minimum 200 dpi at print size
PDFs: If possible, please distill/export as PDF/X-1a:2001 standard.
Color: CMYK or Grayscale only. Please convert RGB or spot colors.
All black text should be: C0 M0 Y0 K100

Production Specs:

Anniversary/Grand Opening Specials 
and Front Page Banner Ads Available 
Ask account executive for details

Classifi ed Display

Open Rate Per Column Inch

25% Discount for Annual Agreement
10% Discount for 6 Month Agreement

Discounted Rates With Annual Agreement

Guaranteed placement: add 15%
Non-profi ts (501c3): 25% discount on ad space

Edition
Sunday
Tuesday
Friday
Valley Sun

Space Reservation
Wed. 5pm
Thurs. 5pm
Tues. 5pm
Thurs. 5pm

Deadlines
Final Ad
Fri. Noon
Mon. Noon
Thurs. Noon
Fri. Noon

F0189  June 1 2011

Full 6 10.125”    x  21.25”  $3,315.00
2nd p/u     $1,657.50
3rd p/u     $1,147.50
Half  6  10.125”    x  10.5” $1,638.00
2nd p/u     $819.00
3rd p/u     $567.00
1/4  3  5.007”      x  10.5”  $819.00
2nd p/u     $409.00
3rd p/u     $283.50
1/6  3  5.007”      x  7”  $546.00
2nd p/u     $273.00
3rd p/u     $189.00
1/8  3  5.007”      x  5”  $390.00
2nd p/u     $195.00
3rd p/u     $135.00
2x2  2  3.301”      x  2”  $104.00
2nd p/u     $52.00
3rd p/u     $36.00

$3000 $8000 $20,000 $39,000 $79,000 $100,000
1st Ad in Week $ 21.48 $ 20.15 $ 18.82 $ 17.60 $ 15.20 $ 12.55

2nd Pick Up $ 10.74 $ 10.08 $ 9.42 $ 8.81 $ 7.60 $ 6.28

3rd Pick Up $ 7.52 $ 7.05 $ 6.59 $ 6.16 $ 5.33 $ 4.40

Color
1” to 30” $4.50  per  inch
31” to 60” $270.00
61” + $400.00

Weekly Combo
(Includes Frontiersman 3x 
Weekly, Valley Sun, Arctic 
Warrior, and Anchorage 
Press)

$ 35.00

Local Only
Frontiersman 3x Weekly Plus 
Valley Sun
Frontiersman Tuesday Only 
Plus Valley Sun 
Frontiersman Only Friday OR 
Sunday

$ 29.00

$ 25.00

$ 20.00

 Annually Open 12+ 24+ 36+ 52+
 Tab/Std
 4-12 / 2-6 $80.00 $74.26 $68.96 $63.65 $58.35
 16.24 / 8-12 $82.00 $76.35 $71.05 $65.79 $60.49
 28-36 / 14-18 $84.00 $78.45 $73.19 $67.89 $62.58
 40-48 / 20.24 $86.00 $80.64 $75.33 $70.03 $64.72
 52-60 / 26-30 $88.00 $92.93 $77.42 $72.12 $66.81

 WE PRINT Frontiersman Valley Sun Both Overruns
 QTY
 1 Side Black Ink $94 $94 $82 $41
 White Paper 
 2 Sides Black Ink $104 $104 $96 $61
 White Paper 

Size Dimensions Col. Width Col. Width

Full 10.125” x 21.25 1 1.595” 1 1.046”

Half 10.125” x 10.5” 2 3.301” 2 2.18”

1/4 5.007” x 10.5” 3 5.007” 3 3.317”

1/6 5.007” x 7” 4 6.713” 4 4.452”

1/8 5.007” x 5.5” 5 8.419” 5 5.588”

2x2 3.3” x 2” 6 10.125” 6 6.723”

7 7.859”

8 8.994”

9 10.125”

Price Per Thousand Price Per Thousand

Retail Classifi ed



Online AdvertisingOnline Advertising

Top Tile
200 x 90 px

Bottom  Tile
120 x 90 px

Side Rail
300 x 600 px

Banner
728 x 90 px

Big Box
300 x 250 px

Weather Bug
88 x 31 px

Frontiersman.com is a leading website 
reaching the Valley’s local population 
with more than 400,000 page views 
per month.  Expand your reach and 
gain visibility by linking your ad to 
your company’s website.

To advertise call 352-2250 or email 
advertising@frontiersman.com

Online Advertising is one of the 
most effective means of 

promoting your business.  For a 
minimal investment, online ads 
are the best way to get your 

message across, driving traffi c 
to your site and business, 
working best as a brand 

awareness tool.

Your Online Ad 
Appears on our Site....

Gain visibility on the Valley’s #1
credible online news resource.

125,000+ visitors monthly!



To advertise call 352-2250 or email 
advertising@frontiersman.com

    Weekly
 CPM  5,000 Imp
 $15.40  $77.00

 $ 9.24  $ 46.20
 $12.32  $ 61.60
 $13.86  $ 69.30

    Weekly
 CPM  7,500 Imp
 $14.40  $108.00

 $ 8.62  $ 64.68
 $11.49  $ 86.24
 $12.93  $ 97.02

    Weekly
 CPM  10,000 Imp
 $12.90  $129.00

 $ 7.74  $ 77.40
 $10.32  $103.20
 $11.61  $116.10

    Weekly
 CPM  15,000 Imp
 $10.33  $155.00

 $ 6.20  $93.00
 $ 8.26  $124.00
 $ 9.30  $139.50 

Middle Rail
Open Rate

52 Week Agreement
26 Week Agreement
13 Week Agreement

Additional impressions above 15,000 weekly available at $40/week per 5,000 based on availability.

    Weekly
 CPM  5,000 Imp
 $10.00  $50.00

 $ 3.00  $30.00
 $ 4.00  $40.00
 $ 4.50  $45.00

    Weekly
 CPM  7,500 Imp
 $ 9.33  $ 70.00

 $ 5.60  $ 42.00
 $ 7.46  $ 56.00
 $ 8.40  $ 63.00

    Weekly
 CPM  10,000 Imp
 $9.00  $90.00

 $ 5.40  $54.00
 $ 7.20  $72.25
 $ 8.10  $81.00

    Weekly
 CPM  15,000 Imp
 $8.66  $130.00

 $ 5.20  $78.00
 $ 6.93  $104.00
 $ 7.80  $117.00 

Bottom Tile
Open Rate

52 Week Agreement
26 Week Agreement
13 Week Agreement

Additional impressions above 15,000 weekly available at $40/week per 5,000 based on availability.

e-Newsletter (Site Update and Breaking News Alerts)

52 Week Agreement
26 Week Agreement
13 Week Agreement
 4  Week Agreement

(Daily site update e-newsletters and Breaking News Alerts as warranted)

Button
$28.00 Per Week
$38.00 Per Week
$45.00 Per Week
$50.00 Per Week

Banner
$42.00 Per Week
$57.00 Per Week
$67.50 Per Week
$75.00 Per Week

Big Box
$56.00 Per Week
$71.00 Per Week
$81.50 Per Week
$89.00 Per Week

    Weekly
 CPM  5,000 Imp
 $18.40  $92.00

 $11.04  $55.20
 $14.72  $73.60
 $16.56  $82.80

    Weekly
 CPM  7,500 Imp
 $17.86  $134

 $10.72  $ 80.40
 $14.29  $ 107.20
 $16.08  $120.60

    Weekly
 CPM  10,000 Imp
 $16.00  $145.00

 $ 9.90  $ 99.00
 $12.92  $129.25
 $14.30  $143.00

    Weekly
 CPM  15,000 Imp
 $14.33  $215.00

 $ 8.6 0  $129.00
 $11.46  $172.00
 $12.90  $193.50 

Banner & Box Ads
Open Rate

52 Week Agreement
26 Week Agreement
13 Week Agreement

Additional impressions above 15,000 weekly available at $40/week per 5,000 based on availability.

    Weekly
 CPM  5,000 Imp
 $14.00  $70.00

 $8.40  $42.00
 $11.20  $56.00
 $12.60  $63.00

    Weekly
 CPM  7,500 Imp
 $13.06  $98.00

 $7.84  $ 58.80
 $10.45  $ 78.40
 $11.76  $ 88.20

    Weekly
 CPM  10,000 Imp
 $12.00  $120.00

 $ 7.20  $ 72.00
 $9.60  $96.00
 $10.80  $108.00

    Weekly
 CPM  15,000 Imp
 $10.00  $140.00

 $ 5.60  $84.00
 $7.46  $112.00
 $8.40  $126.00 

Top Tile/Weather Bug
Open Rate

52 Week Agreement
26 Week Agreement
13 Week Agreement

Additional impressions above 15,000 weekly available at $40/week per 5,000 based on availability.




