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By Michelle Reese
TRIBUNE

Joining the world of politics
was not something Chandler
Representative Javan “J.D.”
Mesnard planned for years
in advance.

Neither was it an idea float-
ed by his mom, Chandler City
Councilwoman Nora Ellen.

But the two surprised each
other; and now they make up
quite possibly the only mom-
son/city-state political duo in
Arizona.

Mesnard took the plunge
first, serving on Arizona’s
House of Representatives
since 2011. Ellen was elect-
ed in November to the Chan-
dler City Council, a spot she
earned without a run-off elec-
tion.

Of course, Mesnard helped
Ellen during the campaign,
preparing her for what could
come in the form of any per-
sonal attacks (which they
dealt with), as well as giv-
ing advice on getting votes.
He knew she already had at
least one.

Because of where each lives,
“I get to vote for her, but she
does not get to vote for me.
She’sin the small part of Chan-
dler that is not from my dis-
trict,” Mesnard said during a
conference call from Colorado
last week, where the two were
together on vacation.

Mesnard said he has a
“thick skin” when it comes
to some of the uglier side of
politics. But when it comes
to mom, “my skin is thin,”
he said.

During that campaign,
there were some comments
made against Ellen by anoth-

i

filld

JD Mesnard shres amoment with his mom, Nora Ellen, at her installation onto the Chandler City Council. Mesnard represents Chandler in the Aizona House of
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The family business

Chandler's Nora Ellen (city council), J.D. Mesnard (state legislature) form mom-son political duo

Representatives. [Photo courtesy Nora Ellen]

er candidate, the two said.
“She handled it well. [ think
it’s easier for yourself than if
it's somebody you love. You
care about a family member. I
just made sure she was aware
her whole life would be on dis-
play, that she would be under
the microscope, the public
eye,” Mesnard said. “The re-
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ality is neither one of us has
alot of dirt. But at the same
time, what I've learned in pol-
itics is you don’t have to have
any skeletons in the closet.
They’ll just throw them in
there”

Ellen said she was encour-
aged to run by others in Chan-
dler because of her volunteer

work on committees. Mes-
nard, too, put the idea before
her, he said.

“I had pointed out to her
earlier in the year (2012) that
she should consider running
for office because of her in-
volvement on the neighbor-
hood committee and the re-
tail committee. There’s only
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s0 much you can do on a vol-
untary capacity and if you're
going to take it to the next lev-
el, you have to run,” he said.

Since being elected, El-
len said she’s looked toward
her son’s example in how
he works and handles situ-
ations.

“Tlearned you really have to

have a servant heart and lis-
ten to your constituents and
go deeper into what’s going
on with issues. That’s what I
appreciate with him. He re-
ally sees the overall picture
of an issue,” she said.

Sometimes state and city
governments clash, an issue
the two saw a but this past
Legislative session in regards
to taxes, Mesnard said. Poli-
tics are not always left at the
door when they get togeth-
er for family gatherings, they
said. But because they’re both
working to better Arizona,
they accept what the other
is doing.

“I'm glad she did (run). I
think she’s a great asset to
this city. So far we haven’t
had a city-state, mother-son
showdown, but I know if that
arises, we'll be able to keep it
civil,” he said.

“We do talk about Arizo-
na and we do process about
what we can do to help our
state. I like to talk to J.D. be-
cause he really understands
complex issues, which is the
best way for a policy maker
to be. T ask him a lot of ques-
tions actually and I appre-
ciate the way he thinks. He
really looks out for Arizona
and isn’t just, ‘I have to be
this way because that’s my
party. I think he helps a lot
of people see an issue for all
it is because he understands
how everything fits together;”
she said.

Now what son can’t re-
spond to that?

“Ah, thanks mom,” Mes-
nard replies.
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