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Always Local
Since its founding in 1891, the East Valley Tri-
bune has become the leading news source for 
Chandler, Gilbert, Mesa, and the entire East 
Valley region.

The East Valley Tribune is delivered every 
Thursday and Sunday to an average readership 
of more than 208,750. Our Thursday product is 
focused on things to do/entertainment within 
the East Valley and our Sunday product is di-
vided into three hyper local community zones 
that consist of the Mesa Tribune, Chandler Tri-
bune, and Gilbert Tribune. We cover a variety 
of topics and issues that impact our readers, 
including sports, business, recreation, and gov-
ernment, along with arts and entertainment. 
Our content offers a voice for the people who 
make up the East Valley region. Simply put, 
we publish relevant and local content every 
single week in print and online.

The EastValleyTribune.com audience is contin-
uously checking for late-breaking news, things 
to do, education, as well as unique blogging 
throughout the week. Over 300,000 unique 
visitors take part in engaging with EastVal-
leyTribune.com, whether it’s commenting, so-
cial sharing or simply reading each article. We 
strive to engage our readers every day online.

Our reporting is fair, accurate and exclusive to 
our readers whether it is online or in print. We 
will always serve as your voice to Chandler, 
Gilbert, Mesa, and the entire East Valley region.
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We are local. Local is the East Valley. We 
cover the East Valley better than any other 
media. Local. It’s what drives us, what sepa-
rates us and what defines us. The communi-
ties of Chandler, Gilbert, Mesa, and the East 
Valley region rely on us to deliver local and 
relevant news and advertising in print and 
online. We are the dominant 
media in the most desirable 
geography in the East Val-
ley area, reaching more East 
Valley residents throughout 
our print and online products 
than any competitor. For our 
advertisers and our readers, 
we deliver the East Valley now 
and in the future.

inside

cover story

Chandler’s new police 
chief starts Monday
sean duggan  

says he’s ready for 
the challenge

By Chris Gabel
Tribune

Myles Duggan was a new York 
City police officer in the late 1960s 
and ‘70s. Duggan rarely discussed his 
13-year job with his son, Sean. but 
Sean watched how his father went 
about his work and was intrigued.

That intrigue turned to interest 
and later a criminal justice 
major. it set the younger 
Duggan on a path to be-
come a police chief on the 
other side of the country.

After 27 years in multi-
ple roles in the Scottsdale 
Police Department, Sean 
Duggan will take the reins 
as chief of the Chandler 
Police Department on Monday.

The position is not one Duggan 
envisioned for himself until recent-
ly, and certainly not when his father 
patrolled the streets of Harlem. but 
the seed Myles Duggan unwittingly 
planted decades ago grew.

“i knew early on that law enforce-
ment was my career aspiration,” 
Sean Duggan said.

Duggan expected to eventual-
ly join the Fbi or DeA — at that 
time he saw it not as a question of 
if, but rather which federal agen-
cy; he joined the Scottsdale police 
to get “street-level” experience and 
became “hooked.”

“i’ve loved being a police officer 
ever since,” Duggan said. “i was 
drawn to this job for the excitement 
and to help others, to put bad guys 
behind bars. i’ve been blessed to be 
able to do that.

“Was i a kid who wanted to be 
chief? no. it’s the greatest honor 
that can be bestowed on me pro-
fessionally.”

Ready for the challenge
Duggan spent the last seven 

years as an assistant chief in Scott-
sdale.

“‘Chief’ sounds much nicer than 
‘assistant chief,’” said Myles Dug-
gan, who moved his family to Scott-
sdale in 1978.

Described as full of integrity, born 
to lead, grounded, private, but not 
too private, and ready for the chal-
lenge, Duggan, 49, replaces Sherry 
Kiyler, who retired in July after nine 
years as chief.

“He is someone who will do the
>> See Duggan on page 8

“It’s the 
greatest honor 

that can be 
bestowed on me 
professionally.”

sean duggan
Chandler Police Chief
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Planning agencies 
to look into 

feasibility of Loop 
202 interchange

By Chris Gabel
Tribune

At the request of town officials, 
two regional planning agencies 
will look into the feasibility of a 
freeway interchange at Lindsay 
road and Loop 202 in Gilbert.

With rush hour congestion al-
ready an issue on the Gilbert road 
and Val Vista Drive ramps, and 
projected future development in 
the area, Gilbert first approached 
the Maricopa Association of Gov-
ernments (MAG) and then the Ar-
izona Department of Transporta-
tion (ADOT) about adding on and 
off ramps at Lindsay road.

“We know as a town we’re go-
ing to need this in the future,” 
said Kyle Mieras, director of 
Gilbert Development Services. 
“The sooner the interchange can 
be constructed and opened, the 
sooner additional access points 
are created and more traffic con-
gestion can be relieved.”

Mieras pointed to the planned 4 
million-square-foot development, 
rivulon, north of the 202 between 
Gilbert and Lindsay roads and 
the Copperleaf subdivision under 
construction near the southeast-
ern corner of Lindsay and Ger-
mann roads as proof of the com-
ing need.

Construction of a four-story of-
fice building and an LA Fitness 
gym is expected to begin this 
year at rivulon, which will fea-

transPortation

>> See 202 on page 4
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Average Weekly Circulation 83,500 

Weekly Readership 208,750

Zip Code Penetration
Mesa: Thursday 31.2%, Sunday 52%
Gilbert: Thursday 31.6%, Sunday 41.8%
Chandler: Thursday 18%, Sunday 57.6%

Key notes
• Delivered every Sunday and Thursday 

to the East Valley, which includes Mesa, 
Chandler, Gilbert, and throughout the 
East Valley.

• 80% distributed directly to driveways, 
remaining 20% delivered by bulk to high 
traffic commerce distribution points.

• Delivered to affluent, higher disposable 
income families within the East Valley 
market.

• Readership of 79%.
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Every dream starts small. As-

pirations to become the next 

banksy begin with spray paint-

ings on walls; the path to be Phil-

ip Glass redux might take a young 

musician through performanc-

es of “Ode to Joy” that 

cross music with “Duck 

Hunt.” 
You might hear some 

version of this next 

month during the Win-

ter Olympics in Sochi, 

russia, with the ath-

letes’ narratives hyping 

their lifelong dreams 

of competing or per-

forming on the largest 

stage in the world. They 

dream of flying, soar-

ing to the gold, and are 

haunted by visions of spectacu-

lar crashes and failure. 

but they still start small, start 

by taking the T-bar up the bunny 

slope or by trudging three blocks 

through the snow to sled down 

that neighborhood hill face first. 

From there comes the investment 

and the hours upon hours of prac-

ticing that lead to the early suc-

cesses like the ones Gilbert skater 

brenna Greco has begun to see.    

Getting into skating

The soon-to-be 15-year-old 

and current Williams Field High 

School freshman already has sev-

eral of her small moments tucked 

under the belt. She got on the ice 

>> See Skater on page 14 Ice skater Brenna Greco, 14, at Polar Ice on Jan. 7 in Gilbert. [David Jolkovski/Tribune]
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Gilbert skater uses 

success to fuel 

athletic dreams

SE

ViCTOrYravenous for 

“It makes you 

want it more, 

and it makes 

you want to 

do it again; 

the feeling of 

achievement 

wants to be 

repeated.”

brenna Greco

Gilbert skater
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Myles Duggan was a new York 

City police officer in the late 1960s 

and ‘70s. Duggan rarely discussed his 

13-year job with his son, Sean. but 

Sean watched how his father went 

about his work and was intrigued.

That intrigue turned to interest 

and later a criminal justice 

major. it set the younger 

Duggan on a path to be-

come a police chief on the 

other side of the country.

After 27 years in multi-

ple roles in the Scottsdale 

Police Department, Sean 

Duggan will take the reins 

as chief of the Chandler 

Police Department on Monday.

The position is not one Duggan 

envisioned for himself until recent-

ly, and certainly not when his father 

patrolled the streets of Harlem. but 

the seed Myles Duggan unwittingly 

planted decades ago grew.

“i knew early on that law enforce-

ment was my career aspiration,” 

Sean Duggan said.

Duggan expected to eventual-

ly join the Fbi or DeA — at that 

time he saw it not as a question of 

if, but rather which federal agen-

cy; he joined the Scottsdale police 

to get “street-level” experience and 

became “hooked.”

“i’ve loved being a police officer 

ever since,” Duggan said. “i was 

drawn to this job for the excitement 

and to help others, to put bad guys 

behind bars. i’ve been blessed to be 

able to do that.

“Was i a kid who wanted to be 

chief? no. it’s the greatest honor 

that can be bestowed on me pro-

fessionally.”

Ready for the challenge

Duggan spent the last seven 

years as an assistant chief in Scott-

sdale.
“‘Chief’ sounds much nicer than 

‘assistant chief,’” said Myles Dug-

gan, who moved his family to Scott-

sdale in 1978.

Described as full of integrity, born 

to lead, grounded, private, but not 

too private, and ready for the chal-

lenge, Duggan, 49, replaces Sherry 

Kiyler, who retired in July after nine 

years as chief.

“He is someone who will do the 
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At the request of town officials, 

two regional planning agencies 

will look into the feasibility of a 

freeway interchange at Lindsay 

road and Loop 202 in Gilbert.

With rush hour congestion al-

ready an issue on the Gilbert road 

and Val Vista Drive ramps, and 

projected future development in 

the area, Gilbert first approached 

the Maricopa Association of Gov-

ernments (MAG) and then the Ar-

izona Department of Transporta-

tion (ADOT) about adding on and 

off ramps at Lindsay road.

“We know as a town we’re go-

ing to need this in the future,” 

said Kyle Mieras, director of 

Gilbert Development Services. 

“The sooner the interchange can 

be constructed and opened, the 

sooner additional access points 

are created and more traffic con-

gestion can be relieved.”

Mieras pointed to the planned 4 

million-square-foot development, 

rivulon, north of the 202 between 

Gilbert and Lindsay roads and 

the Copperleaf subdivision under 

construction near the southeast-

ern corner of Lindsay and Ger-

mann roads as proof of the com-

ing need.
Construction of a four-story of-

fice building and an LA Fitness 

gym is expected to begin this 

year at rivulon, which will fea-

transPortation
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At the request of town officials, 
two regional planning agencies 
will look into the feasibility of a 
freeway interchange at Lindsay 
road and Loop 202 in Gilbert.

With rush hour congestion al-
ready an issue on the Gilbert road 
and Val Vista Drive ramps, and 
projected future development in 
the area, Gilbert first approached 
the Maricopa Association of Gov-
ernments (MAG) and then the Ar-
izona Department of Transporta-
tion (ADOT) about adding on and 
off ramps at Lindsay road.

“We know as a town we’re go-
ing to need this in the future,” 
said Kyle Mieras, director of 
Gilbert Development Services. 
“The sooner the interchange can 
be constructed and opened, the 
sooner additional access points 
are created and more traffic con-
gestion can be relieved.”

Mieras pointed to the planned 4 
million-square-foot development, 
rivulon, north of the 202 between 
Gilbert and Lindsay roads and 
the Copperleaf subdivision under 
construction near the southeast-
ern corner of Lindsay and Ger-
mann roads as proof of the com-
ing need.

Construction of a four-story of-
fice building and an LA Fitness 
gym is expected to begin this 
year at rivulon, which will fea-
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Mesa Mayor Scott Smith speaks during a press conference at Grand Canyon University on July 30.  [Tribune file photo]
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M
ayor Scott Smith con-
cluded months of spec-
ulation by announcing 
his intent to run for 
governor on Jan. 9.

Smith, who was first elected as 
mayor in 2008, filed paperwork 
at the state Capitol on Thursday 
to form an exploratory commit-
tee in his pursuit of the republi-
can nomination. Prior to his elec-
tion as Mesa’s mayor, Smith, 57, 
served as the president of Great 
Western Homes.

“i just feel this is what i need to 
be doing,” he said of his decision. 

The field he’ll face off against in 
the primary includes Secretary of 
State Ken bennett; State Treasur-
er and former Cold Stone Cream-
ery CEO Doug Ducey; former Mar-
icopa County Attorney Andrew 

Thomas; former Go Daddy Execu-
tive Vice President Christine Jones; 
and State Sen. Al Melvin. Gov. Jan 
brewer has also expressed inter-
est in running for re-election, al-
though there are questions as to 
whether or not she’s eligible to run 
for another term in office. During 
a press conference on Thursday, 
Smith hinted he might defer to 
brewer if she is allowed to run for 
a third term in office.  

Others who have announced a 
run for office include currently un-
challenged Democrat Fred Duval, 
Libertarian barry Hess, and inde-
pendent rick Murphy.

Smith’s decision comes two 
days after Ducey announced he 
had amassed more than $900,000 
in the bank through private fund-
raising, which is more than ben-
nett can fundraise through public 
funding. Smith, however, said he is 

undeterred by what appears to be 
Ducey’s daunting early tally.

“What other candidates do won’t 
affect what i’ll do,” he said. 

What led Smith to throw his pro-
verbial hat in the ring, he said, was 
the opportunity to put Arizona on 
strong footing for now and the fu-
ture, as he said certain issues that 
will arise in the next three to five 
years could have large ramifica-
tions on the next generation of Ar-
izonans.

The area he focused on was the 
state’s economic fortunes, especial-
ly as Arizona continues to rebound 
from the economic decline. Other 
states — Smith cited utah and 
Washington as examples — bounced 
out of the financial doldrums by re-
focusing on certain issues.

but he said Arizona still needs to 
do that, saying the state lags in ed-

>> see smith on page 13
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The Tribune’s audience is diverse with 
loyal readers from the retired population 
and young families of Gilbert to the busy 
working families of Mesa. Since start-
ing in 1891, the East Valley Tribune has 
been able to hold on to our loyal read-
ers in print, and as we’ve evolved in the 
digital age, we’ve recruited a new kind 
of audience. We deliver to an audience 
with a disposable income that is spent 
on our advertisers.

Gender
55% of East Valley Tribune  
readers are female.
45% of East Valley Tribune  
readers are male.

Income
40% of East Valley Tribune 
readers earn $75,000 to 
$149,999 per year.

Education
81% of East Valley Tribune  
readers have attended college.
40% Completed Some College.
13% Completed Post Graduate.

$$

55%
Female

45%
Male

Age
The majority of East Valley  
Tribune readers are between  
the ages of 35-54.

2%
18-24

15%

25-34

23%

35-44

24%

45-54

21%

55-64

10%

65+

Source:             2011

Tribune Audience Profile
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Special content sections are centered around specific areas of interest and 
offer the best in each category throughout the year. This goes to being a true 
community newspaper aimed at informing and educating.

Open for  
Business
February, June

Spring  
Training

February

Best Of 2014
Mesa, Gilbert, Chandler

Health & Wellness

2013-2014 | arizona

free

Education
dining

Recreation

Shopping

and more
Things to do

The Discover 
Series*

 

Gilbert, Chandler,  
Scottsdale, Mesa, Tempe

*Magazine style

Special Content Sections

Experience 
Queen Creek
February, May, August,  

November 

Active Adults
February, March
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GetOut*
 

September
*Magazine style

Holiday  
Edition
November

The voice of the East Valley since 1891, incorporating the Mesa Tribune, Tempe Daily News and Chandler Arizonan
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for local rePorting

www.eastvalleytribune.com

thanksgiving day
thursday nov. 28, 2013

free of charge
$1.00 outside the East Valley

Holiday Edition

 [Tim Hacker/Tribune]

Produced in 
partnership with 

Smart Shopper

The where (and when) for a Black Friday bonanza 

>> see Black friday on page 4

www.eastvalleytribune.com

B
lack Friday used to be 
the one day where you 
could find bargain-base-
ment dealson comput-

ers, TVs, game consoles, home 
goods, clothes,toys and the list 
goes on. 

You would celebrate Thanks-
giving Day and then get up su-
per early to try and deal with 
the crowds to get those door-
buster deals. Clearly that “one 

day” no longer existsand in-
stead Black Friday has become 
an entire season. That season 
starts soon after Veterans Day 
and ends after Cyber Monday. 

The biggest event in that sea-
son now comes on Thanks-
giving evening. Based on last 
year’s sales report from deal-
news.com,you will find the 
best prices this year on smart-
phones like Android phones. 

Don’t expect to find any great 
deals on iPhones, however. 

If you need a new HDTV, you 
will likely score the best pric-
es on both Thanksgiving eve-
ning and Black Friday. Video 
games are likely to be discount-
ed most only on Thanksgiving. 
According to dealnews.com, 
70 percent more games were 
on salefor Thanksgiving night 

daphne 
Munro
aBC15

Stephanie Kimble, 8, of Mesa, looks over the selection of 
toys inside a Toy Closet at Cardon Children’s Medical 
Center, Oct. 30.  Learn more about a pair of local 
collection efforts this holiday season; p9, 21

more in thiS holiday edition:
• Keeping your money safe over the holidays; p4
• How to make it feel like ‘winter’ in Ariz.; p8
• When out shopping, take necessary steps to keep 
children close, safe; p10

thingS to do:
• East Valley holidays kick off this weekend with Fantasy 
of Lights parade; p15
• Event calendar for a festive holiday season; p6
• ‘Sleeker, more modern’ New Year’s Eve Block Party is 
back on Mill Avenue; p19

Patriotapalooza: 
Comedy for 
America
This improv show with a Fourth 
of July twist features audience 
participation for all ages. 
DETAILS >> 7:30 p.m. today and 
Saturday. National Comedy Theatre, 
1 1 1 1 S. Longmore Road, Mesa. 
$8-$12; get $2 off by bringing a 
nonperishable donation for United 
Food Bank. (602) 374-5638 or www.
nctphoenix.com.

Cinderella
The 1980s glam rockers known for 
hits “Nobody’s Fool,” “Don’t Know 
What You Got (Till It’s Gone)” and 
“Coming Home” perform.
DETAILS >> 6:30 p.m. today. 
Marquee Theatre, 730 N. Mill Ave., 
Tempe. $35-$45. (480) 829-0607 or 
www.luckymanonline.com.

First Friday
Celebrate opening day of “Mexican 
Modernism from the Blaisten 
Collection,” an exhibition of Mexican 
art created from 1910-1950 making 
its U.S. debut. The evening includes 
live salsa music and dancing and a 
cash bar, and free shuttle rides to 
area galleries and arts districts.
DETAILS >> 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. today. 
Phoenix Art Museum, 1625 N. Central 
Ave., Phoenix. Free. (602) 257-1222 or 
www.phxart.org.

Birds & Bugs 
of Arizona
Detailed photographs of arachnids, 
arthropods and other creatures are 
on display in this show by San Tan 
Valley photographer and “Arizona 
Writer” blogger Kimberly Hosey. 
She’ll be there, along with a small 
critter or two and snacks.
DETAILS >> 1 1 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday. Boyce Thompson 
Arboretum State Park, 37615 E. U.S. 
Highway 60, Superior. $7.50 adults, 
$3 ages 5-12, includes admission to 
entire park. A coupon is available at 
www.arizona-writer.com. (520)  
689-2811 or www.arboretum.
ag.arizona.edu/.

Mike Epps
The comedic actor best known for 
his work on Def Comedy Jam and 
opposite Ice Cube in “Next Friday” 
and “Friday After Next” performs.
DETAILS >> 6:30 p.m. Saturday. 
Celebrity Theatre, 440 N. 32nd St., 
Phoenix. $45-$58. (602) 267-1600 or 
www.celebritytheatre.com.

Independence 
Day,  
Western-style
A live Western stage show comes 
with an all-you-can-eat barbecue 
dinner, watermelon, a patriotic 
tribute and fireworks display.
DETAILS >> 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday. Rockin’ R Ranch, 6136 E. 
Baseline Road, Mesa. $32 adults, $22 
ages 3-12. Reservations required at 
(480) 832-1539 or www.rockinr.net.

Jeff Bridges
The Oscar winning actor also sings 
and plays guitar; he’ll perform  
songs from the movie “Crazy Heart” 
and his CD, “Be Here Soon.”
DETAILS >> 8 p.m. Sunday. Arizona 
Biltmore, 2400 E. Missouri Ave., 
Phoenix. $25-$35. (602) 955-6600  
or www.arizonabiltmore.com.

GET READy

Grown-ups 
get run of 
museum 
at Adults 
Night Out

T
he first time I accom-
panied my 2-year-old 
niece and her fami-
ly to Arizona Science 

Center, I expected to be a lit-
tle bored. I’d be the childless 
aunt, I figured, enthusias-

tically say-
ing things 
like “Wow!” 
and “Good 
job, sweet-
ie!” from the 
periphery 
as toddler 
and parents 
moved from 
one display to 
the next.

Boy, was 
I wrong. The museum’s 300 
hands-on exhibits were just as 
engaging for me as they were 
for the scores of children 
there that day. Nearly three 
hours into our visit, I realized 
that I hadn’t lost track of time 
that way — learning through 
sheer play — in ages.

But don’t take my word for 
it. Find out for yourself at to-
day’s free Adults Night Out. 
The once-a-month evenings 
give grown-ups a chance to 
explore the four-story facility 
without a bunch of kids hog-
ging all the coolest exhibits.

The night will feature a free 
lecture on “New Concepts in 
Fire Investigation.”

A planetarium show on “Ar-
izona Skies” and an IMAX 
film will also be available for 
a fee.

Adults Night Out is 5:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. today. The fire 
lecture is at 7 p.m., and the 
IMAX film and planetarium 
presentation are at 8:15 p.m. 

Admission is free for adults. 
(Please leave children at 
home, no matter how cute 
they are. Seriously. They 
won’t be allowed in.)

Arizona Science Center 
is at 600 E. Washington St., 
Phoenix. For information, call 
(602) 716-2000 or visit www.
azscience.org. 
• Contact writer: (480) 898-6818 
or azajac@evtrib.com

Here are the top picks for upcoming events. For more of what’s 
happening in the East Valley, visit our website. While you’re there, 

submit your events to our online calendar for free.

EastValleyTribune.com
Stay connected  to the East Valley

MULTIMEDIA LOGOS FOR PRINT

audio slide show

video

interactive graphic

comment/blog

slide show

audio commentary

GetOut Making  
the most of 
your off time
Today’s focus:

Get Going

Mandy 
Zajac

GETOuT 
nOTEBOOk

FOuRTh OF JuLy

By Mandy Zajac
TrIBuNE

E
ven in the midst of packing the cooler, loading the 
car and preparing gallons of potato salad for holi-
day-weekend festivities, who could forget the fire-
works — the very best part of the Fourth of July? 

Here’s your guide to the major Independence Day celebra-
tions, with fireworks, going on in and near the East Valley.

Chandler
4Th OF JuLy FIREWORkS 
SPECTACuLAR
What: Live music, a kids carnival, a 35-foot 
water slide, a rock-climbing wall, a dunk 
tank and assorted water games are part 
of this event, hosted by the Chandler Lions 
Club. A free, decorated bike parade begins 
at 6 p.m. (register to participate beginning 
at 4 p.m.), and fireworks are at 9:30 p.m.
When: 4 to 10:30 p.m. Monday
Where: 2250 S. McQueen Road
Cost: Free admission; $5 to park at 
the southwest corner of Germann and 
McQueen Roads or at the lot off Hamilton 
Street.
Information: (480) 236-9123 or www.
chandleraz.gov/special-events.

Gilbert
COMMunITy PATRIOTIC  
MuSIC CELEBRATIOn
What: Local performers the Chandler 
Summer Band, the East Valley Lamplighters 
Barbershop Chorus, the Rockin’ R Wranglers, 
the Jones Brothers and a bagpiper will 
supply live patriotic tunes at this concert 
celebrating freedom, faith and family. There 
are also a few selections from the Captured 
Miracles production “Miracle of America: 
Birth of a Nation.”
When: 7 p.m. Sunday 
Where: Redemption Church, 1820 W. Elliot 
Road
Cost: Free 
Information: (480) 503-6200 or www.
gilbertaz.gov

>> See Fireworks on page 20

East Valley
bursting

with fireworks displays

Celebrate  
the 4th

July

Your source 
for  local 

things to doGetOut Your source 
GetOutAZ.com

Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2013

Free of charge
$1.00 outside the East Valley

DINING >> Isabel’s Amor brings Mexican food with heart to Gilbert

OUTDOORS >> Climb to Mesa’s Wind Cave with a guide

PAGE 6

Fashion, music and memorabilia from Rhianna, Madonna and Gaga at MIM

Women
Who Rock

PERFORMANCE >> Meet the woman behind Chandler’s ‘Spirit of Christmas’

Health  
& Wellness*

 

August
*Magazine style

Special Content Sections  (continued)

Back to School
July

Pull out this 28-page special section of the East Valley Tribune

Back to 
School

UPWARD & oNWARD

SUNDAy, JUly 21, 2013

EastValleyTribune.com
Stay connected to the East Valley

Andersen Elementary School second grader Avery Roberts, 7, meets her teacher Diana Muñoz, right, during Meet the Teacher Night on July 18 in Chandler.  [Tim Hacker/Tribune] 

Tribune

T
he options to educate 
students has evolved 
dramatically over the 
years, as techniques 

used to teach children and 
young adults 50 or 20 or 
even five years ago no lon-
ger fit the needs of the mod-
ern students. Technology has 
become an integral part of ed-
ucation for all students, and 
the competition they’ll face 
doesn’t stop in the classroom 
or at their school — rather, 
they’ll enter a global market-
place loaded with young, tal-

ented professionals. 
With the 2013-14 school year 

in sight, the east Valley Tri-
bune has accumulated infor-
mation that can help fami-
lies prepare their children 
for life as students and be-
yond. These include the lit-
tle things parents can do to 
ready their aspiring scholars 
— making sure children get a 
good night’s sleep, learning the 
jargon being thrown at them 
— and shifts in education that 
include blended learning and 
an emphasis on providing a 
challenging experience.

This special section features 
information about changes stu-
dents will see this year — even 
schools’ vending machines will 
look different than they did two 
months ago — and beyond, in-
formation about preparing stu-
dents for the upcoming school 
year, articles that look forward 
into what’s next, and a look 
back on one east Valley edu-
cational institution.

Take a peek at the section, 
and remember that homework 
isn’t just for students — par-
ents have to do their fair share 
of research and studying.

cEnTury of 
EducaTion: 

History abounds as 
Chandler High enters 
100th school year; p3

nEw schools: 
New BASIS campuses to 
open this year in Mesa, 

Ahwatukee; p5

carEEr TEch: 
CTE programs grow, 
evolve as programs 

fight negative 
perceptions and state 
standard changes; p8

nuTriTion 
aT school: 

Arizona is ahead of 
new federal standards 
on nutritional school 

snacks; p12

school choicEs: 
Help to navigate the 

K-12 market; p17

homEwork hElP:
Tips to deal with the 

homework pressure; p18

blEndEd
lEarning: 

Online schools provide 
additional options; p19

losT in 
TranslaTion: 

Deciphering education 
jargon often akin to being 

in a foreign land; p20

students head back to school
While students in the Chandler and Queen Creek 

school districts head back to class this week, most east 
Valley districts begin within the next two weeks.
district start date fall break
Chandler Unified School District July 22 Sept. 30-Oct. 15
Queen Creek Unified School District July 24 Sept. 30-Oct. 1 1
Kyrene Elementary School District Aug. 5 Oct. 7-14
Higley Unified School District Aug. 5 Oct. 7-14
Tempe Union High School District Aug. 5  Oct. 7-1 1
Tempe Elementary School District Aug. 6 Oct. 7-1 1
Mesa Unified School District Aug. 7 Oct. 7-1 1
Gilbert Unified School District Aug. 7 Oct. 7-1 1
Apache Junction Unified School District Aug. 7 Oct. 7-1 1

varsity.evtrib.comWin prizes by entering our Tackle the Trib pick ’em contest.

Pull out this 12-page football preview section
Division I 

Hamilton the favorite 
again behind state’s 

best defense

Division II 
Chaparral has 

reloaded after playoff 
quarterfinals exit 

Division III
Saguaro begins on top 

but Williams Field, 
Queen Creek loom

Divisions IV-V
New-look Seton seeks 
Div. IV repeat; Tempe 

Prep a Div. V contender

Plus
Rankings, Alignments, 

Players to Watch
and more

Desert Mountain quarterback Kyle Allen, Hamilton lineman Casey Tucker and Mountain Pointe wide receiver Jalen Brown lead a group of 38 East Valley seniors with Division I scholarship offers, 
as college coaches from around the country flock to town clamoring for these kids’ services. [Illustration by Russ Kazmierczak/Amazing Arizona Comics]

Pull out this 12-page football preview section

VarsityXtra
Wednesday, aug. 21, 2013

First Class
An unprecedented combination of quality and quantity has made 

this year’s seniors the best group of recruits in Arizona history.

Varsity Xtra
August
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The Tribune’s specialty print solutions allow clients to utilize different aspects of 
the newspaper to effectively reach potential customers. Advertisers have the abil-
ity to incorporate their message into unique custom opportunities that stem from 
a unique spadea ad position, stand alone inserts, as well as front page news notes. 
All of the specialty products have a purpose to directly solve an advertisers’s need.

Front Page

Spadea
Deliver your message with a
unique wrap-around ad position on 
the front and back page of the East 
Valley Tribune. The front page of 
the newspaper is the most sought 
out piece of advertising real estate 
within any newspaper and this ad 
position allows advertisers to have 
the best of both worlds with a 
synchronized advertisement on
the front and back.

Inserts
Deliver your message to our readers through 
the power of an insert that is placed strategically 
within the middle of the East Valley Tribune. Allow 
readers to engage with your advertising message 
for days, weeks and even months, allowing you to 
always have a top-of-mind awareness campaign 
throughout the East Valley.

Insert Printing Options available

Front page labels
Deliver your message clear and concise by utilizing 
front page labels (Post-it note) advertising. Front 
page labels are placed strategically on the front 
page that will overlay content on the newspaper. 
Front page labels allow a client’s message to have 
a shelf life of up to 30 days as well as high impact 
recognition of front-page exposure.

Specialty Print Solutions
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Whether you are a small-to-medium-size business looking to drive traffic through 
the power of a coupon, a service-related business trying to make your phone ring, 
or a church looking to advertise special services, we have the answer for you within 
our directory solutions.

Service Directory
Display your service business within the East Valley Tribune’s Service Directory, 

which caters to all industries such as plumbing, landscaping, painting, housekeeping, 
handyman and much more. Premium inside back cover placement. Ad dimensions 

are 1.57 x 2.25 inches. All ad positions are only available in black and white.

Local Card Connection
Display your small to medium size business with an effective card-size ad within 
the local card connection directory.  Perfect for service customers or small local 
direct clients. All ad positions are 3 x 2 inches, and include spot color. 

Tribune  
Coupons

Deliver your message with a special 
coupon that is unique to East Valley 

Tribune readers. Ad positions are 
templated for increased effectiveness.

Each ad is 3.25 x 2.75 inches.

Worship Guide
Display your church’s message and information 
within the Worship Directory. Increase your 
exposure by allowing the public to view 
hours, locations, notice of any special services 
throughout the month. Templated dimensions 
are 3.2153 x 1.3241 inches, and all ad positions 
are only available in black and white.

Directory Solutions
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Eastvalleytribune.com continues to enjoy growth. The Tribune’s readers are attractive 
to advertisers because they are well-educated consumers. The popularity of this site 
combined with a targeted and appealing local audience makes this a highly desirable 
place to advertise online. Each ad campaign is carefully focused on key audiences, 
giving businesses a smart and effective way to extend their reach locally.

Local Readers
62% of site visitors report living 
in the East Valley, (location) and 
the nearby region.

EastValleyTribune.com
Online Audience
1.2M & Growing Pageviews per month

300,000+ Unique visitors per month

62% Traffic from Phoenix & East Valley

$75K Average online reader income

14+ Minutes average time on site

   WE ENGAGE online

62%

Lead Interests
• Home Page
• Varsity Xtra
• Local East Valley News
• Sports
• Get Out

Source:             2011

Online Digital Profile
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Leaderboard   728x90px
*Has the ability to expand ask your digital representative for details

Pencil   960x30px     Dropdown   960x300px

Rectangle
300x250px

Small Banner   468x60px

Rectangle
300x250px

Leaderboard   728x90px
*Has the ability to expand ask your digital representative for details

Online Advertising Units
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Pencil Expandable
960x300px

Page Curl
75x75px

500x500px

Pop-Up
500x300px

Ask your sales representative about other rich media options.

Specialty Online Advertising Units
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The Tribune’s mobile capabilities continue to increase. With access on the 
Apple iPhone and iPad and services for Android, the news of the East Valley 
is available anywhere, anytime. Find us on your mobile browser, or download 
the app on Google Play, or on the Apple App Store.

Mobile Readers
120,000+ Pageviews per month
40%  Apple iPhone and iPad
10+ minutes user spends on site

*Advertising available on mobile 
platform

To compliment the East Valley Tribune’s push to have a bigger presence online, 
we tapped into our storytelling skills through video.

Tribune videos
1,000+ Weekly Video Views

Community voices
Our journalists ask how readers feel 
about local and national issues.

GetOut entertainment 
Journalists Mandy Zajac and Stephanie 
Perrault let the East Valley in the know 
of weekly entertainment, happenings, 
and events.

Local features unique angles

Mobile Site

Video Content
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The future is now! If you have not been advertising online, you are missing a 
tremendous amount of revenue that is going to your competitors who are taking 
advantage of multiple digital solutions.  With a robust digital product platform 
that encompasses everything from digital display to front-page advertising on 
Google, The Tribune strives to drive results through the power of the internet. 

Reputation Management
Businesses can’t be competitive if they can’t be found.

And it’s getting harder by the minute... 

Diagnose all your online fears, know what consumers say wether positive or 
negative, up to date web and social interactions as well as a monthly analyzation 

of your competition. We take the fear of your businesses inacurrate online 
information and make it accurate and relevant.

Digital Display
With the power of digital display you can 
monitor results, which include impressions as 
well as clicks so you can determine if your online 
message is seeing a return on investment.  Ad 
positions include leaderboard and medium 
rectangle, drop down, peel back, expandable, 
sequenced, back drop, and much more.

Email Marketing
Deliver your interactive message directly to your customers 

through the power of email marketing.  Choose detailed 
demographics such as zip code, male/female, locations and 

interests to select who will receive your offer and message directly 
within their inbox TARGET who sees your message and increase 
your ROI.  We deliver and track all emails and provide open rate 

and click thru statistics on every campaign.

Video Production
Increase online exposure and get your message out to 
the growing population of video users online. Our video 
production is simple and to the point and built to engage 
your customers. All video is shot in high definition (HD) and 
implemented onto YouTube.com. Production includes a basic 
shoot and edit, minimum of 1 hour of HD shooting, full editing 
with graphics and music and a completed video from 30 
seconds to a minute.

Interactive Solutions
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Increase online exposure and get your message out to the growing population of 
video users online. Our video production is simple and to the point and builds to 
engage your customers. All video is shot in high definition (HD) and implemented 
onto YouTube.com. Production includes a basic shoot and edit, minimum of 1 hour 
of HD shooting, full editing with graphics and music and a completed video from 30 
seconds to 2 minutes and 30 seconds.

30 seconds
This is a short and sweet opportunity for any business 
to inform the public about who you are, and what 
you do to go along with a call to action. It boils down 
to a half minute of completely useful content for any 
customer to see what you have to offer.

1 minute
In 60 seconds, The Tribune gives you the chance to 
personally highlight your services and specialties 
through a visually pleasing video that gives your 
business a true advantage over any competitors.

2 minutes,
30 seconds
This is the best choice for any business  to truly relay 
a message to customers about service, specialities 
and specials being offered. Whether you are a newly 
established business, or a longtime fixture in the 
community, an up-to-date video with information and 
testimonials will help you grow your business.

*Ask for marketing and pricing information.

Video Solutions
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After seeing an advertisement in the Tribune, 
77% of readers took action...

TOP 20 AREA READERS PLAN TO PURCHASE

75.9% Bank
 96,132 Reader Household

71.7% Family Style/Casual Dining
 90,812 Reader Household

65.2% Dental Service
 82,580 Reader Household

62.2% Department Store
 79,287 Reader Household

51.7% Hair/Beauty Salon
 65,481 Reader Household

38.4% Veterinarian
 48,636 Reader Household

38.4% Credit Union
 48,636 Reader Household

33.6% Casino
 42,556 Reader Household

32.6% Bar/Lounge/Pub
 41,290 Reader Household

31.2% Eyewear & Opticians
 39,517 Reader Household

26.5% Auto Repair Shop
 33,564 Reader Household

25.8% Amusement Parks
 32,677 Reader Household

24% Sporting Goods Store
 30,397 Reader Household

23.5% Insurance Agent
 29,764 Reader Household

22% Gyms
 27,864 Reader Household

18.8% Chiropractor
 23,811 Reader Household

16.4% Golf Course
 20,772 Reader Household

15.3% Furniture Store
 19,378 Reader Household

13.5% Jewelry Store
 17,099 Reader Household

10.3% New Vehicle Dealer
 13,046 Reader Household

*Ask your sales associate for a detailed market survey including your business.

Source:             2011Pulse Research

Reader Action Statistics
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Thank you for your interest in the East 
Valley Tribune and eastvalleytribune.com.
As the leading media source in the East 
Valley, we value each and every busi-
ness, from locally owned and operated, 
to national retailers across the East Val-
ley market. We continue to strive to be 
the best advertising resource by holding 
ourselves accountable in numerous ways 
that include delivering tangible results, 
outstanding customer service as well 
as 120% effort each and every day put 
toward growing your business. Simply 
put, we are here to help you understand 
the value of advertising, and coach you 
through the process of making one of the 
most important investments your busi-
ness can make.
Once again we thank you for your interest 
in the East Valley Tribune and eastvalley-
tribune.com and look forward to helping 
grow your business.
Thank you.

• Three City Council seats as 
well as the mayor’s position are 
up for election and two of the 
council spots will be filled by 
newcomers.

• Loosening stipulations on 
what type of projects can fill in 
the city’s crown jewel, the Price 
Corridor development, were rec-

ommended in an independent 
study.

• Sean Duggan takes the reins 
at the Chandler Police Depart-
ment that last went through a 
change at chief nearly a decade 
ago.

• Funding for schools statewide 
could begin to rebound slightly 

after multiple cuts the past few 
years.

• The city will hire a new city 
attorney and an assistant city 
manager, both of whom will help 
shape Chandler’s future.

• The city’s real estate mar-
ket is expected to lead the reces-
sion recovery — though Chan-
dler nears build out and must 
address issues regarding so.

The effect each of these areas 
has on others, however, isn’t like-
ly to be felt this year.

Take the council seats. Those 
elections aren’t until November

2014
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By Chris Gabel
TribuNe

C
hange could be the one word that ends up best 
describing Chandler in 2014 — even if the ex-
tent of the change isn’t immediately felt. Here is 
a preview:

heaLTh

>> See 2014 on page 12
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Hoops 
for 

andrew
Gilbert boy battles 
cerebral palsy while 
family raises funds 

for medical bills
By Chris Gabel

TribuNe

After six years of trying to get 
pregnant and one miscarriage, 
Kellie and Andrew burkhart wel-
comed little Andrew to the world 
in 2006.

Almost immediately the Gil-
bert parents knew something 
was wrong with their son.

Andrew developed torticollis, a 
condition causing his neck to tilt 
to one side. He couldn’t control 
the left side of his body and had 
severe gastroin-
testinal issues.

He began phys-
ical therapy at 4 
months old.

After years of 
dead ends in the 
family’s search 
for a definitive 
diagnosis to pinpoint the prop-
er treatment — “general devel-
opment delay” is what they often 
heard from doctors — Andrew 
was diagnosed with cerebral palsy 
just before his fourth birthday.

A brain and nervous system dis-
order, cerebral palsy is the most 
common motor disability in chil-
dren. About 1 in 323 children has 
cerebral palsy, according to esti-
mates from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention’s 
Autism and Developmental Dis-
abilities Monitoring Network.

“A lot of people would say at 
least he was getting services (be-
fore the diagnosis),” Kellie said, 
“but we were determined to get 
him the right services.”

>> See andrew on page 12

andrew Burkhart

Chandler to see lots of change
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Chandler Mayor Jay Tibshraeny and U.S. Representative Jeff Flake unveil a rendering of the new CH8 building, Research and Development 
facility Aug. 14, 2012 in Chandler. [Tribune file]
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lindsay 
road 

may get 
freeway  
access

Planning agencies 
to look into 

feasibility of Loop 
202 interchange

By chris gabel
TribunE

At the request of town officials, 
two regional planning agencies 
will look into the feasibility of a 
freeway interchange at Lindsay 
road and Loop 202 in Gilbert.

With rush hour congestion al-
ready an issue on the Gilbert road 
and Val Vista Drive ramps, and 
projected future development in 
the area, Gilbert first approached 
the Maricopa Association of Gov-
ernments (MAG) and then the Ar-
izona Department of Transporta-
tion (ADOT) about adding on and 
off ramps at Lindsay road.

“We know as a town we’re go-
ing to need this in the future,” 
said Kyle Mieras, director of 
Gilbert Development Services. 
“The sooner the interchange can 
be constructed and opened, the 
sooner additional access points 
are created and more traffic con-
gestion can be relieved.”

Mieras pointed to the planned 4 
million-square-foot development, 
rivulon, north of the 202 between 
Gilbert and Lindsay roads and 
the Copperleaf subdivision under 
construction near the southeast-
ern corner of Lindsay and Ger-
mann roads as proof of the com-
ing need.

Construction of a four-story of-
fice building and an LA Fitness 
gym is expected to begin this 
year at rivulon, which will fea-

TransPOrTaTiOn

>> see 202 on page 4

free of charge
$1.00 outside the East Valley

sunday,
january 12, 2014

Today: High 71, Low 46,  
Mostly sunny

Tomorrow: High 72, Low 45, 
Sunny

COMMuniTy:
Career ‘boot 
camp’ for youth
Mesa Police Department 
Explorer Post teaches 
teens real-world skills; p6

MOney:
Macy’s closing
The Macy’s store at 
Fiesta Mall is closing as 
part of the company’s 
reorganization to sustain 
its profitability; p10

sPOrTs & reC:
Wrestling is back
Olympic order was 
restored and common 
sense prevailed in the 
wrestling community; p17

OnLy in The 
Tribune:

Parade
Like Carl Sagan before 
him, the new host of 
the science program, 
“Cosmos,” Neil deGrasse 
Tyson, wants to 
“transform how we think 
about science;” inside

nW

“I just feel  
this is what 
I need to be 

doing.”
Mesa Mayor scott smith

On his intent to run for governor

COver sTOry

Mayor smith 
joins crowded 
gubernatorial 

race

Mesa Mayor Scott Smith speaks during a press conference at Grand Canyon University on July 30.  [Tribune file photo]

By eric Mungenast
TribunE

M
ayor Scott Smith con-
cluded months of spec-
ulation by announcing 
his intent to run for 
governor on Jan. 9.

Smith, who was first elected as 
mayor in 2008, filed paperwork 
at the state Capitol on Thursday 
to form an exploratory commit-
tee in his pursuit of the republi-
can nomination. Prior to his elec-
tion as Mesa’s mayor, Smith, 57, 
served as the president of Great 
Western Homes.

“i just feel this is what i need to 
be doing,” he said of his decision. 

The field he’ll face off against in 
the primary includes Secretary of 
State Ken bennett; State Treasur-
er and former Cold Stone Cream-
ery CEO Doug Ducey; former Mar-
icopa County Attorney Andrew 

Thomas; former Go Daddy Execu-
tive Vice President Christine Jones; 
and State Sen. Al Melvin. Gov. Jan 
brewer has also expressed inter-
est in running for re-election, al-
though there are questions as to 
whether or not she’s eligible to run 
for another term in office. During 
a press conference on Thursday, 
Smith hinted he might defer to 
brewer if she is allowed to run for 
a third term in office.  

Others who have announced a 
run for office include currently un-
challenged Democrat Fred Duval, 
Libertarian barry Hess, and inde-
pendent rick Murphy.

Smith’s decision comes two 
days after Ducey announced he 
had amassed more than $900,000 
in the bank through private fund-
raising, which is more than ben-
nett can fundraise through public 
funding. Smith, however, said he is 

undeterred by what appears to be 
Ducey’s daunting early tally.

“What other candidates do won’t 
affect what i’ll do,” he said. 

What led Smith to throw his pro-
verbial hat in the ring, he said, was 
the opportunity to put Arizona on 
strong footing for now and the fu-
ture, as he said certain issues that 
will arise in the next three to five 
years could have large ramifica-
tions on the next generation of Ar-
izonans.

The area he focused on was the 
state’s economic fortunes, especial-
ly as Arizona continues to rebound 
from the economic decline. Other 
states — Smith cited utah and 
Washington as examples — bounced 
out of the financial doldrums by re-
focusing on certain issues.

but he said Arizona still needs 
to do that, saying the state lags in 

>> see smith on page 13
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Chandler’s new police 
chief starts Monday
sean duggan  

says he’s ready for 
the challenge

By Chris Gabel
Tribune

Myles Duggan was a new York 
City police officer in the late 1960s 
and ‘70s. Duggan rarely discussed his 
13-year job with his son, Sean. but 
Sean watched how his father went 
about his work and was intrigued.

That intrigue turned to interest 
and later a criminal justice 
major. it set the younger 
Duggan on a path to be-
come a police chief on the 
other side of the country.

After 27 years in multi-
ple roles in the Scottsdale 
Police Department, Sean 
Duggan will take the reins 
as chief of the Chandler 
Police Department on Monday.

The position is not one Duggan 
envisioned for himself until recent-
ly, and certainly not when his father 
patrolled the streets of Harlem. but 
the seed Myles Duggan unwittingly 
planted decades ago grew.

“i knew early on that law enforce-
ment was my career aspiration,” 
Sean Duggan said.

Duggan expected to eventual-
ly join the Fbi or DeA — at that 
time he saw it not as a question of 
if, but rather which federal agen-
cy; he joined the Scottsdale police 
to get “street-level” experience and 
became “hooked.”

“i’ve loved being a police officer 
ever since,” Duggan said. “i was 
drawn to this job for the excitement 
and to help others, to put bad guys 
behind bars. i’ve been blessed to be 
able to do that.

“Was i a kid who wanted to be 
chief? no. it’s the greatest honor 
that can be bestowed on me pro-
fessionally.”

Ready for the challenge
Duggan spent the last seven 

years as an assistant chief in Scott-
sdale.

“‘Chief’ sounds much nicer than 
‘assistant chief,’” said Myles Dug-
gan, who moved his family to Scott-
sdale in 1978.

Described as full of integrity, born 
to lead, grounded, private, but not 
too private, and ready for the chal-
lenge, Duggan, 49, replaces Sherry 
Kiyler, who retired in July after nine 
years as chief.

“He is someone who will do the 
>> See Duggan on page 8
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“It’s the 
greatest honor 

that can be 
bestowed on me 
professionally.”

sean duggan
Chandler Police Chief
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lindsay 
road 

may get 
freeway  
access

Planning agencies 
to look into 

feasibility of Loop 
202 interchange

By Chris Gabel
Tribune

At the request of town officials, 
two regional planning agencies 
will look into the feasibility of a 
freeway interchange at Lindsay 
road and Loop 202 in Gilbert.

With rush hour congestion al-
ready an issue on the Gilbert road 
and Val Vista Drive ramps, and 
projected future development in 
the area, Gilbert first approached 
the Maricopa Association of Gov-
ernments (MAG) and then the Ar-
izona Department of Transporta-
tion (ADOT) about adding on and 
off ramps at Lindsay road.

“We know as a town we’re go-
ing to need this in the future,” 
said Kyle Mieras, director of 
Gilbert Development Services. 
“The sooner the interchange can 
be constructed and opened, the 
sooner additional access points 
are created and more traffic con-
gestion can be relieved.”

Mieras pointed to the planned 4 
million-square-foot development, 
rivulon, north of the 202 between 
Gilbert and Lindsay roads and 
the Copperleaf subdivision under 
construction near the southeast-
ern corner of Lindsay and Ger-
mann roads as proof of the com-
ing need.

Construction of a four-story of-
fice building and an LA Fitness 
gym is expected to begin this 
year at rivulon, which will fea-

transPortation

>> See 202 on page 4
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Lindsay 
road 

may get 
freeway  
access

Planning agencies 
to look into 

feasibility of Loop 
202 interchange

By Chris Gabel
TribunE

At the request of town officials, 
two regional planning agencies 
will look into the feasibility of a 
freeway interchange at Lindsay 
road and Loop 202 in Gilbert.

With rush hour congestion al-
ready an issue on the Gilbert road 
and Val Vista Drive ramps, and 
projected future development in 
the area, Gilbert first approached 
the Maricopa Association of Gov-
ernments (MAG) and then the Ar-
izona Department of Transporta-
tion (ADOT) about adding on and 
off ramps at Lindsay road.

“We know as a town we’re go-
ing to need this in the future,” 
said Kyle Mieras, director of 
Gilbert Development Services. 
“The sooner the interchange can 
be constructed and opened, the 
sooner additional access points 
are created and more traffic con-
gestion can be relieved.”

Mieras pointed to the planned 4 
million-square-foot development, 
rivulon, north of the 202 between 
Gilbert and Lindsay roads and 
the Copperleaf subdivision under 
construction near the southeast-
ern corner of Lindsay and Ger-
mann roads as proof of the com-
ing need.

Construction of a four-story of-
fice building and an LA Fitness 
gym is expected to begin this 
year at rivulon, which will fea

TranSPOrTaTiOn

>> See 202 on page 4
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By Eric Mungenast
TribunE

Every dream starts small. As-
pirations to become the next 
banksy begin with spray paint-
ings on walls; the path to be Phil-
ip Glass redux might take a young 
musician through performanc-
es of “Ode to Joy” that 
cross music with “Duck 
Hunt.” 

You might hear some 
version of this next 
month during the Win-
ter Olympics in Sochi, 
russia, with the ath-
letes’ narratives hyping 
their lifelong dreams 
of competing or per-
forming on the largest 
stage in the world. They 
dream of flying, soar-
ing to the gold, and are 
haunted by visions of spectacu-
lar crashes and failure. 

but they still start small, start 
by taking the T-bar up the bunny 
slope or by trudging three blocks 
through the snow to sled down 
that neighborhood hill face first. 
From there comes the investment 
and the hours upon hours of prac-
ticing that lead to the early suc-
cesses like the ones Gilbert skater 
brenna Greco has begun to see.    

Getting into skating
The soon-to-be 15-year-old 

and current Williams Field High 
School freshman already has sev-
eral of her small moments tucked 
under the belt. She got on the ice 

>> See Skater on page 14 Ice skater Brenna Greco, 14, at Polar Ice on Jan. 7 in Gilbert. [David Jolkovski/Tribune]
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Gilbert skater uses 
success to fuel 
athletic dreams

SE

ViCTOrY
ravenous for 

“It makes you 
want it more, 
and it makes 
you want to 
do it again; 
the feeling of 
achievement 
wants to be 
repeated.”
brenna Greco
Gilbert skater


