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MAD FOR PLAID

Fashion moment for color pattern
extends to housewares, home decor

By LEANNE ITALIE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Plaids are
having a fashion moment as
retailers and designers play
with the classic pattern. But
the apparel and footwear
industries are sharing the
love: Fresh takes on plaid

have made headway in house-

wares and home decor, too.
“The great thing about
plaid is that you can take it in

so many different directions,”

said Kristen Chalupa, a
kitchen and tabletop product
manager for Crate & Barrel.
Through scale, color and
application, plaids can be
complex and traditional,
or simplified for a clean,
updated look, she said.
“There’s something very
ecognizable and nostalgic
about plaid,” Chalupa said.

talgia, but also took a more

categories allows our guests
to experience that element
of surprise as they browse
throughout the entire store.”
Both classic and contem-
porary plaids are plentiful
throughout the retail uni-
verse in couches, curtains
and bedding, but also now
in non-traditional color

The ED On Air cotton
reversible quilt set by
Ellen DeGeneres plays on
the plaid craze.

QVC via AP

CREATIVE TOUCH schemes that include soft
pinks. Ugg Australia sells a
Looking for more ways to incorporate plaid? Here are some other calming glacier plaid in soft

wool, in blue, white and light
tan with fringe at one hem
just down from a decorative
three-button closure.

Pinterest is awash with
ways to decorate a home
using plaid, including wallpa-
per in red to anchor a cozy,
book-filled study, and build-
ing a plaid design in contem-
porary bathroom or kitchen
wall tile.

The design need not
scream rustic, country or all
things Scotland. Graham-
brown.com offers a thor-
oughly modern take on plaid
in a charcoal-and-white wall

options:

ISAAC MIZRAHI: The designer sells on QVC, and recently sold out of a
ceramic, pedestal cake plate with a set of matching plates in bold preppy
designs of green and blue.

TERVIS: A springy plaid called poppy was used on double-wall Fiesta
plastic wrap tumblers in two sizes: 16 and 24 ounces. A set of highball
glasses at Fitz and Floyd were designed in a contemporary, minimalist
take on plaid.

RALPH LAUREN: Plaid is alive and well for apparel and for the home
at Ralph Lauren. A red tartan was used for a porcelain cup-and-saucer
set trimmed in gold, along with dinnerware in the same pattern. A rustic
plaid of red, black and gray inspired by a vintage Ralph Lauren blanket
was carried over to napkins and placemats in woven linen. The company
also put a similar vintage-inspired plaid in wool on a picture frame.

WILLIAMS-SONOMA: Tartan was also paired here, but in chrome, for
picture frames in red and blue. The traditional plaid also adorns every-
thing from mugs and tabletop runners to pillow covers and a Christmas
stocking. One modern take on plaid is a hand-woven, hair-on cowhide pil-

plaids in table linens and
such kitchen items as an
oven mitt, pot holder, apron
and dishtowel in a matching
pattern of bright red, green,
yellow and blue.

Over the holidays, a wide
plaid with a metallic shim-
mer was on sale there in
Christmas wrapping paper,
a plaid throw in Christmas
red and green was called
“Cratchit,” and Crate & Bar-
rel also built a crosshatched
plaid into the handcrafted

in a variety of ways, includ-
ing a limited-edition col-
laboration with sportswear
designer Adam Lippes in
mostly apparel and acces-
sories, playing on the classic
buffalo design. The retailer
also offered some unlikely
items such as special-issue
Chapstick sets of three lip
balms and plaid-decorated
bottles of Listerine mouth-
wash in yellow, green and
blue.

“Plaid has been a defining

low cover in broad red and black stripes against a white background. iron wire front of a mid- element of style for every covering that lends a more
century-influenced fireplace  generation,” said Amy Goetz, sophisticated air against a
Her company went for nos- modern approach in recent  screen. a Target spokeswoman. white floor and contempo-

offerings, with updated Target has embraced plaid “Offering it across different  rary white easy chair.
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YR KITCHEN A division of
,_. &l BATH (YR LCMBER
gl Home Design Center o

www. cyrkitchen. com

~ Free estimates ~ Free designs and in-home measurements
~ In-house installers ~ Open 7 days a week

~ Family owned and operated since 1984

Manchester Kitchen & Bath Windham Lumber Yard Salem Kitchen & Bath
Showroom & Kitchen and Bath Showroom Showroom

545 Hooksett Rd. Manchester, NH 39 Rockingham Rd. Windham, NH 273 S. Broadway Salem, NH
603.518.5507 603.898.5000 603.458.2000
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FamiLy FEATURES

When you grow bored
with your furnishings or
< want to change up the look
and feel of a room, you
may find yourself trying to
o put off redecorating until
O you have a bigger budget.
S Instead, you can give the
A furniture you already have
= a unique, fresh look at a
fraction of the cost.

These projects from the
crafting experts at Jo-Ann
Fabric and Craft Stores
show how easy it can be to
transform a tired old desk
or a basic dining chair into
one-of-a-kind pieces that
complement your space
perfectly.

January 29,2016 sS4
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CRAFTING TIME: WEEKEND PROJECT
SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER
Supplies and Tools

Painter's tape

FolkArt Home Decor Chalk:
Imperial or color of choice

2-inch paintbrush

CHALK ACRYLIC PAINT DESK

GRAB THE CRAFT GLUE

Hand sander and 80-grit
sandpaper
Soft cloth
Dark wax
Instructions

Using painter’s tape, tape
off areas not to be painted.
Paint desk. Allow to dry and
re-coat as needed.

When dry, distress edges
with hand sander until
desired look is achieved.
Using soft cloth, wipe on
dark wax and buff.

SITTING PRETTY
PAINTED CHAIR
CRAFTING TIME: 1 TO 2 HOURS
SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
Supplies and Tools
White cotton canvas to cover
seat and back of chair
Masking tape in a variety of
widths
Tulip Soft Fabric Paint in ebony,
crimson red, royal blue and
sunshine yellow
Foil or foam plate for palette
Paintbrushes
Spray paint in coordinating color
Scissors

Aleene's Fast Grab Tacky Spray

Aleene's Fast Grab Tacky Glue

Staple gun and staples

Craft knife

Black trim fabric

Glam-It-Up! Iron-On Crystals in
clear

Tulip Cordless Heat Setting Tool

Instructions

Lay canvas flat on work
surface. Randomly place
a variety of tape strips on
canvas, intersecting strips
to create abstract lines and
shapes.

Fill in open areas between
tape strips with fabric col-
ors, using one dominant
shade for majority of sec-
tions, with other colors as
occasional accents. Remove
tape and allow fabric to dry.

Remove old upholstery
from chair. Reserve it to
use as a pattern for cutting
painted fabric.

Spray paint chair base;
allow to dry.

Cut out painted canvas to
fit chair backing and base.

Apply tacky spray to chair
base and position painted
fabric over base. This will
help to hold new fabric in
place while gluing and sta-
pling edges. Repeat for chair
back.

Use tacky glue around the
edges of fabric to secure it
to chair base and back. Use
staple gun to secure fabric
edges on the base and back
for additional security. Trim
excess fabric around edges
with craft knife. Cover T ‘l
edges of fabric and staples & il
with black trim, secured -
with tacky glue. Allow glue
to dry completely.

Cut out heart shape from ¥
scrap of painted canvas.

Cover heart with clear crys-

tals and use heat-setting

tool to set crystals in place,
following instructions on
packaging. Use tacky glue to =
secure crystal heart to chair d
back. Allow to dry. .

Source: Jo-Ann Fabric and o IR
Craft Stores .-

ABOVE: This chalk
acrylic paint desk
project can spruce
up a tired piece

of furniture ina
weekend. LEFT: Some
~| fabric paint and
crystals can turn an
ordinary chair into
something special in
i.| amatter of a couple
hours.

Courtesy photos
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OLD WORLD CRAFTSMANSHIP
MEETS NEW WORLD STYLE.

KITCHEN COUNTERTOPS - GRANITE - MARBLE

CERAMIC & PORCELAIN TILES

- l
|

ENGINEERED STONE & QUARTZ

CAMBRIA -
CAESARSTONE - ONE -

Nay

LG - SILESTONE
NUSTON

* VIATERRA
E - HANSTONE

olitano

MARBLE & GRANITE

448 ANDOVER STREET | LAWRENCE,
81 BRIDGE STREET | BEVERLY, MA | 978-922-0064

MA'|1 978-688-2225

20% OFF RUG GCLEANING

Cash & Carry Cleaning

CARPET -

i albrite’s

CARPETS & FLOORING
Family owned & operated since 1931
978-682-7651
223 Winthrop Ave. - Rte. 114 at Rte. 495
Lawrence / North Andover Line

TILE < HARDWOOD -+ LAMINATE -+« VINYL

www.albritecarpets.com




Get orgamzed

FaMmiILY FEATURES

It’s that time of year
when you think about get-
ting organized for a fresh
new start. But how many
times have you thought
about finally clearing out
your closet, decided it’s
just too overwhelming, and
simply shut the door only
to think about it later?

“Let’s face it, most of us
put cleaning out and orga-
nizing our closets at the
top of our New Year’s reso-
lutions’ list every single
year,” Barbara Reich, pro-
fessional organizer, said.
“But how many of us just
think about it without actu-
ally doing it? To get serious
and take action, you need a
plan of attack.”

Once you make a commit-
ment and get on board with
the project, go from there
with these tips from Reich:

m Start by determining
your overall goal. Are you
simply organizing what

= — ==
S i -—-—%

e

m Once you’ve deter-
mined just how much stuff
you’ll have to organize,
it’s time to consider what
systems will best fit your
space and needs. A do-it-
yourself closet organizer
product, such as ClosetMaid
ShelfTrack, is affordable,
easy to install and adjust-
able, making it simple to
create a customized design.

Courtes photo Accessories, such as draw-

Do-it-yourself closet organizers, such as those from
ClosetMaid, make it simple to create a customized design.

ers and shoe shelves, help
personalize the space, while
fabric bins are perfect for

you have or do you need to won’t wear. Remember that storing handbags and other
purge unused items? Get rid items in good condition can smaller items.
of things you don’t need or be donated to those in need.

m Before you decide

€ Lets face it, most of us put cleaning out
and organizing our closets at the top of
our New Year’s resolutions’ list every single
year. But how many of us just think about it
without actually doing it? To get serious and
take action, you need a plan of attack. 39
Barbara Reich, professional organizer

exactly which pieces you
need, sketch out your plan
on paper or use an online
design tool. ClosetMaid’s
DIY Design Tool even pro-
vides a parts list to help
ensure you buy the right
pieces for your design. You
may also find it helpful to
make a categorized list of
all the items you need to
store and mark them off as
you identify the right stor-
age products for your space.

m Once you install your
new system, the fun really
begins. Start by hanging
as much as possible; this
makes it easier to see what

Tips for completing a closet makeover

you have. Group and place
like things together by cat-
egory, such as pants, skirts,
tops, etc., then within each
category, group by season
and by color. Take advan-
tage of prime real estate by
positioning the things you
wear most often in the place
that is most accessible and
easiest to reach.

m Once you have every-
thing hung and stored in its
proper place, congratulate
yourself on having the closet
makeover checked off your
list. However, to continue
enjoying your newfound
organization, you must be
vigilant about keeping the
space organized. Have a plan
in mind when you purchase
new things. Ask yourself if
you really need the item and
determine what you can dis-
card to make room.

For more tips to help you
get organized this new
year, visit ClosetMaid.com,
StorganizationBlog.com or
call 800-874-0008.

10% OFF

LORING, DANVILLE,

5% OFF

OMEGA

CABINETRY

SELECT DOOR STYLES
ARTESIA, DESTIN, ANSON,

CONKLIN, & MELBOURNE
(USE PROMO CODE: ONSC1610)

ALL OTHER STYLES
(USE PROMO CODE: ONSC1605)

FOR ORDERS PLACED THROUGH FEB. 19
* INCLUDES ALL ER ORDERS * NO CABINET MINIMUM See your designer for details

A/ MOYNIHAN LUMBER

moynihanlumber.com

Stop by our booth
at the

Suburban Boston
Spring Home
Show
Jan. 29-31

Shriners
Auditorium
99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, MA

82 River St.
Beverly, MA
978-927-0032

164 Chestnut St.
North Reading, MA
978-664-3310

12 0id Road
Plaistow, NH
603-382-1535

Winter SA\"NGS Event
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PRIMP-PERFECT HAVENS

Ideas, products for creating
a welcoming bathroom

By Kim Cook
ASSOCIATED PRESS

bathroom light switch is often

plexions look healthier, skin

What makes a great bath-  smoother.
room, one perfect for prep- “Typically, the best type of
ping and primping? lighting is layered, because

it addresses the bathroom’s
different lighting needs,”
said interior designer Jes-

A well-considered combi-
nation of fixtures, lighting
and amenities — the kind

we often first experienceina sica Shankman of Laurel

really nice hotel. & Wolf in West Hollywood,
“Bathrooms are the most California.

private parts of our homes. “I always recommend

They’re also the most private
parts of hotels, our ‘homes
away from home,” said Los
Angeles author Anneli Rufus,
who has written travel books,
among others. It’s the sense
of a space that’s exclusively
ours that’s appealing, she
said, enhanced by fittings and
fluffy towels.

We often want to recreate
that luxury-hotel experience
when we return home, said
Paul Flowers, chief design
officer for Lixil, the Tokyo-
based parent company of
higher-end, bath-product
brands like DXV and Grohe.
The bathroom, he said, “is

installing a dimmer to control
the light output and create a
different atmosphere in the
room,” she said. That might
mean bright lights when you
get dressed, for instance, and
soft lighting while you soak in
the tub.

For makeup application,
task lighting’s your best
friend, she said: “I suggest
mounting wall sconces on
either side of the mirror to
provide shadow-free lighting
on the face.”

LED lighting has had a
big impact on bath design.
Old-school vanity lighting
often involved harsh fluores-

moving from a rational cents or intrusive marquee
space for cleaning and lights. Now, the lighting can
grooming into an emotional ~ be embedded in the mir-
space for relaxation and ror itself, and the reflection
contemplation.” can be warm and flattering.

Here are some ways to Duravit’s L-Cube mirror, for
bring the hotel-style bath- instance, is a frame of LED
room home: light that can be dimmed with

a touch of the hand. (www.

LIGHT THE WAY duravit.us)

Flicking on that hotel LEDs have also given

where the magic begins: Com-

Hastings Tile & Bath via AP

The Onda Vanity, part of Hastings Tile & Bath's Design Flexibility Collection, highlights how
curves are bringing a sophisticated attitude to the bath.

product designers new places
to put lighting, such as under
toilet seat rims and around
the perimeters of spa tubs.

In some cases, the lights
change color, so the mood of
the room can be adjusted, to
provide a soothing blue, say,
or a zesty yellow/orange glow.
(www.paulmann.com)

Or opt for a color-changing
HotelSpa or DreamSpa
shower head from ipShower,
with colors that shift depend-
ing on the water temperature.
(www.ipshowers.com)

Designers are also pull-
ing in lighting from other
rooms — such as chandeliers
and pendants — to amp up
the drama and luxe look in a

bathroom.

GEARED UP

High tech and personaliza-
tion continue to move into the
bathroom.

American Standard’s
SpalL.et toilet/bidet by DXV
features a heated seat,
temperature-controlled bidet,
automated flush, and a seat
that opens and closes via sen-
sor. (www.dxv.com)

Bluetooth-enabled sound
systems and vanity mirrors
embedded with TVs bring
soundtracks and programs
into the bathing environment.
(www.zadroinc.com, Www.
seura.com)

And Broan-NuTone’s

Premium Humidity Sensing
Control monitors moisture
levels and automatically turns
on the fan before the mirrors
steam up. (www.broan.com)

WARM AND WELCOMING

Sheila Schmitz, editor at the
homes website Houzz.com,
sees a trend toward treating
the bathroom as more of a
“living room.”

“Our users love it when
they see a bathroom
warmed up with vintage and
furniture-like details,” she
said. “Console tables, com-
fortable chairs, and new or
repurposed dressers make a
bathroom feel more like a liv-
ing space than just a place to

g o

wash up.”

Chameleon Concepts offers
bespoke wall-mounted vani-
ties with or without decora-
tive legs. Select your style
and finish, and then add a
front panel insert like pat-
terned paper, faux leather,
mosaic or marble. (www.cha-
meleonconcepts.com)

Philippe Starck’s Cape Cod
vanity features a vessel sink
perched on a walnut, oak or
beech wood slab, hewn to
resemble driftwood. A coordi-
nating free-standing bathtub
is crafted of a new material
with a satin finish and soft
feel. (www.duravit.us)

Undulating curves on the
Onda collection of vanities
and counter basins have a
sensuous and playful vibe.
(www.hastingstileandbath.
com)

Designer brand Axor
teamed up with Japanese
design studio Nendo to cre-
ate the LampShower, which
features an LED light encased
in a brass showerhead that
looks like a lampshade. (www.
hansgrohe-usa.com)

You can add jewel-box
drama or resort-style ambi-
ence to a bathroom with art
deco, tropical or geometric
wallpapers, while aromather-
apy diffusers and live plants
generate a spa-like feel. Cre-
ate a Zen vibe using a feature
wall of grasscloth, stone or
wood, along with minimal-
ist wall-mounted fittings.
Built-in cabinetry can add to
the sense of calm by letting
you stow away the clutter of
toiletries.

Uncommon
Home

UNIQUE HOME FURNISHINGS
AND ACCESSSORIES

85 Main Street
North Andover, MA 01845
078-655-7044
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Household Goods and Business Stock

* We supply lock and key
7 Day access, 7am-7pm
 Two convenient locations

* Monthly Rentals available in many sizes

www.hampshireroadstorage.com

HAMPSHIRE ROAD
SELF-STORAGE
9 Hampshire Rd.

Salem, NH

RAJ REALTY
SELF-STORAGE
11 Pine St.
Methuen, MA

603-894-4631 * 800-891-4631
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PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

e Interior ¢ Exterior

* Residential  Commercial
* Paper Hanging

e Wallpaper Removal

e Light Carpentry

* Drywall Repairs

e Fully Insured

* Free Estimates

978:335:1885

978'470:04717 eves?

ANDOVER, MA 01810



davvy ways to keep warm this winter, while saving energy

By KATHERINE RoTH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

As winter wears on, a
few cheap and easy fixes
can help keep homes warm
while saving energy and
money.

The average household
spends about $2,000 a year
on utilities, almost half of
which goes toward heating
and cooling, according to
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

Luckily, a little savvy can
go a long way toward reduc-
ing heating bills. Here are
five ideas from the energy
experts:

THINK CLEAN AND EFFICIENT

“Check your furnace filter
on a monthly basis. If it’s
dirty, it won’t function as
efficiently as it could,” said
Lauren Urbanek, senior
energy policy advocate
for the Natural Resources
Defense Council.

The EPA recommends
cleaning or replacing

furnace filters every three
months.

And Bob McGee, a spokes-
man for the Con Edison
utility company, said, “Make
sure someone comes in to
tune up the heating system
once a year. Service con-
tracts are always a good
idea.”

If you're in the market for
anew furnace, opt for an
Energy Star-certified model.
Some upgrades can reduce
heating costs by as much as
30 percent, McGee said.

“And remember to make
sure the heating vents
aren’t blocked and that
everything’s cleared out of
the way, otherwise you’ll
be heating your drapes
or the back of your furni-
ture instead of the room,”
Urbanek said.

GET WITH THE PROGRAM

Consider investing in a
programmable thermostat
to maximize energy effi-
ciency. “We recommend
keeping it set to between 68

and 72 degrees when people
are home, and then down to
between 55 and 65 when no
one is home and at night,”
Urbanek said.

The EPA says the ther-
mostat should be set to 8
degrees lower than normal
at night and when no one’s
home.

Some utility companies
provide programmable
thermostats for free or offer
rebates, so it’s worth call-
ing your energy provider
before heading to the hard-
ware store.

PUT WINDOWS, FANS TO
WORK

“Make sure your curtains
are open when the sun is
out and closed when it’s
dark and cold outside,”
Urbanek said. “And remem-
ber that warm air rises, so
if you have a ceiling fan,
keeping it on low with the
blade direction reversed
(moving clockwise) will
gently bring the warm air
back down.”

SEAL AND INSULATE

If you’re doing all
that and your bills are
still high, the Natural

Resources Defense Coun-
cil recommends checking
for air leaks in your home
and duct systems.

“Things like caulking
and window stripping
are really easy to do,”
Urbanek said.

Undermount sink

Offer Expires 4/30/16

Decorative hardware
Delivery & installation

Maple Kitchen

with Granite Counters

Appliances not
included. -

g g . Full remodelin
Lifetime cabinet warranty senices availabglle.

Our Cabinets are “Made in America”

FREE
ESTIMATES

Quality, Value and Experience

visit our showrooms

Since 1990

= LIVINGSTON FAMILY

rF TREE SERVIEE

www.LivingstonFamilyTree.com
Methuen, Ma

978-689-8373

24 Hour Emergency Service
Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

Residential & Commercial
Tree & Stump Removal
Limb Removal ¢ Pruning
Trimming * Firewood
Year Round Service

Custom Carpentry Frame to Finish
e

James Galland

and Mike Curley, Sr.

617-721-0347 or
781-922-1516

Arlinston
Flo%il:r'

5 Pelham Street
Methuen, MA 01844
“DONT LET
THE BIG STORES
FOOLYOU”

Family Owned Business for 65 years

|\
\OCATIONY

Carpets * No Wax Linoleum
Laminates ¢ Braided Rugs

(978) 686-6343  Owmr
EST. 1951 (978) 360-0848 Leni Traub

CARPETS + CARPETS * CARPETS
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GALLOWAY
HEATING
978-685-7761

Tune Ups *$135.00
We install & service
High Efficiency Systems
Boilers & Furnaces

Oil Tank Replacements

*Merrimack Valley Area

Www. com

g ycontracting g.

Handyman Services
Fix it. Repair it.
Change it. Build it™

l’tEﬂ HouseDoctors'
Each Office is Independently

g;
AP
Owned and Operated

www.housedoctors.com

888-HOUSEDOC
Call Today!

Guaranteed
Bonded
Insured

8 Absolute %

Glass

Stained and Leaded Glass Repairs
Cabinet door inserts
Custom Windows
Glass Shelves

Table tops

Supplies

195 Haverhill St. Methuen MA
978.975.1222
email: glassway1@comcast.net
www.absoluteglass.com

*REFINISH
*REPAIRS

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

978.688.5400

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
SALES SERVICE PARTS
ZJENN-AR. @ Iy BOSCH

Thermadaor' & Electrolux

Visit Our Showroom at:
199 Lowell St., Lawrence, MA
Or Visit Our Website:
www.appliancecorner.com

McCarthy Masonry
call Sean 978-390-8469

restoration work

pointing, re-building

chimney leaks & sweeps
roof shoveling
caps, steps, stucco
flashing, basement leaks
plastering,

foundation repair,
interior and exterior.

tile work, kitchen and baths
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603-595-4339

Calls Retumed Promptly all types of masonry repair work

66 Gilcreast Rd., Londonderry, NH
12 Spruce St., Nashua, NH

www.tristatekitchens.com

Quality work, fully insured
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KITCHENS | BATHS | HOME

One Stop Shop
Jor

e Cabinetry * Floor Warming

* Countertops * Closet & Storage

* Decorative Hardware Systems

* Undercabinet & * Full Installation &
Decorative Lighting Remodeling Services

* Bar Stools * Lighting

* Sinks, Faucets, Tubs, * Towel Warmers/Radiators
Bath Accessories * Closet & Storage

* Pre-Finished Hardwood Systems
Flooring e Custom Cut Glass

* Tile * Outdoor Cabinetry

* Vanities * Water Filtration Systems

Professional Design Service Featuring:

¢ State-Of-The-Art Design Services of Custom & Stock Cabinetry by our
Professional Staff

* Full Installation & Remodeling Services

* Kitchens, Bathrooms, Entertainment Centers, Libraries, Offices,
Home Theatres

* View Your 3-D Kitchen on Our 50” Plasma Screen

Decorative Hardware
Up to a *250 Value

With Purchase of Complete Project

|
1
1
|
1
: Minimum Puvchase of 12 Cabinets * Expives April 30, 2016

Please call for an appointment

1.603.880.2022

1 Industrial Dr. #24 Pelham, NH ® www.taylorandstevens.com

MA Lic. #072425 HIC #127029
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