Potential perils

BY DENISE Lu AND DAN KEATING

There are more than 55,000 structurally deficient bridges in the country.
77 of them are in the D.C. region.
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Bridges are rated by a sufficiency
rating that is an overall measure
based on inspector ratings of many
aspects of the bridge’s top deck
and underlying structure. The worst
bridges are classified as
“structurally deficient.” Bridges
with scores generally between 50
and 80 percent are considered
“functionally obsolete.” A low
score does not mean that a bridge
will fall, but it indicates that it
needs repair.
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Source: 2015 National Bridge Inventory



