
• Auburn Township
• Bainbridge Township
• Bentleyville Village
• Chagrin Falls Township
• Chagrin Falls Village
• Chester Township
• Glenwillow Village
• Hunting Valley Village
• Moreland Hills Village
• Newbury Township
• Orange Village
• Pepper Pike City
• Reminderville Village
• Russell Township
• Solon City
• South Russell Village
• Woodmere Village

Chagrin
Valley 
and

beyond 
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MICHAEL C. BUTZ
Staff Reporter

Orange resident Barbara Levine never saw herself
living in the Chagrin Valley.

“I grew up in Shaker (Heights), and when I was a kid,
I thought I’d always live in Shaker,” she said. “But as an
adult, I’ve always only lived out here.”

Levine is a real estate agent with RE/MAX Tradi-
tions and works out of  the Woodmere office. In her line
of  work, she’s seen many others make moves to the Cha-
grin Valley similar to hers.

“I’ve been doing this for 34 years, and people who
come from out of  town – and who may not do so willingly
– they never want to leave,” she said. “I’ve had some peo-
ple who’ve been transferred out (due to work) and said
they’d come back – and they’ve come back.”

Chagrin Falls

Other local real estate agents agree that the Chagrin
Valley has much to offer to potential residents.

Paul Blumberg, an agent with Howard Hanna in the
Lander Circle office in Pepper Pike, said the Valley’s aes-
thetic appeal starts with what he calls the “gateway” to
the Valley: Chagrin Falls.

“It’s a gem – it’s a New England town in the middle
of  Northeast Ohio,” said Blumberg, a Pepper Pike resi-
dent. “It has a lot of  what people want. It has great
restaurants and a small-town feel.”

Ryan Young, of  the Keller Williams-affiliated Young
Team, agreed, adding that he believes the diversity of
the village’s population as well as its inviting charm
make it a desirable community.

“I was out on a Sunday morning and everyone was
out walking their dogs,” Young said. “It’s a very open
and friendly community.”

“I try to drive through (Chagrin Falls) as much as I
possibly can, even if  it takes a little longer,” he said.
“Every time you drive through there, it just feels good.”

Great outdoors

Another popular feature of  the Chagrin Valley is its
wealth of  parks, said Dona Friedman of  Coldwell
Banker Hunter Realty in Beachwood.

“I love the (Cleveland) Metroparks. I go walking with
my dog all the time in the Metroparks,” she said. “It’s
just beautiful. Down (in South Chagrin Reservation in
Bentleyville), we have Squaw Rock, and on a beautiful
day, that’s my favorite place to go.”

Levine said, “You’ve got the Metroparks, and every-
one loves going to Chagrin Falls and wandering around
the falls. It’s gorgeous.”

Young said there’s something for everyone who
enjoys the outdoors.

“If  you appreciate the outdoors at all, whether it’s
walking your dogs or you like to fish, it’s a no-brainer,”
he said.

One can even appreciate the outdoors, so to speak,
from the comfort of  his or her car, Young said.

“Hunting Valley kind of  sells itself,” he said. “It has
some of  the most scenic drives. The drives down Shaker
(Boulevard) or Chagrin River (Road) are just jaw-drop-
ping.”

Easy access

Another appealing aspect of  the Valley is its proxim-
ity to the region’s many cultural institutions and sports
options.

“The Valley itself  is popular because it’s a country
lifestyle that isn’t too far out,” Blumberg said. “It’s sur-
rounded by major roads that will take you anywhere.”

Levine agreed, noting the area’s variety of  shopping
choices.

“You’ve got some of  the finest shopping and dining
in the whole area around here, between Beachwood and
Woodmere with Eton (Chagrin Boulevard) – and with
Chagrin Falls’ boutique shops,” she said.

Young, who previously lived in Chicago, compared
the convenience of  the Chagrin Valley to the extra driv-
ing needed to navigate the Windy City.

“There’s so much to do here that’s accessible in a fair
amount of  time,” Young said. “If  you live in Chicago and
want to go golfing, you have to drive 45 minutes out of
the city. Here, you can be someplace within 10 minutes.”

Good grades

An important decision for many when selecting a
place to live is the quality of  the school system, and
Blumberg referred to the Valley’s schools as the “back-
bone” of  the area.

“When I moved to Cleveland 30 years ago, you would-
n’t want to send your kids to Kenston or West G, but now
those are highly rated schools,” he said. “All the schools
are good.”

Levine agreed, adding that many Chagrin Valley dis-
tricts rank among Ohio’s best, according to state report
cards issued by the Ohio Department of  Education. 

“Some of  the best schools are in the general vicinity
here,” she said. “Chagrin Falls, Orange and Solon are
always among the top, year to year.”

Housing trends

In the end, deciding where to live has much to do with
finding the right house.

“There are some really, really great century homes,”
Young said. “There’s a lot of  historical value to them,
and the stories of  the area are really cool.”

Bainbridge offers the Tall Tree Trail development.Deer Run subdivision is located in Hunting Valley, one of the state’s most affluent areas.

“I’ve been doing this for
34 years, and people

who come from out of
town – and who may not

do so willingly – they
never want to leave.”

Barbara Levine, RE/MAX Traditions

“The Valley itself is
popular because it’s a
country lifestyle that
isn’t too far out. It’s
surrounded by major

roads that will take you
anywhere.”

Paul Blumberg, Howard Hanna

Chagrin Valley offers muchto prospective residents



Interior/Exterior 
Painting and Staining

Free Estimates
35+ Years Experience

Two Year - No Questions
Asked - Warranty!

ENVISION YOUR HOME’S BEAUTY.

Jeff Whims
330-620-8773

painterswr@gmail.com
www.painterswr.com C
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Young, 28, said he’s noticed a number of  people his
age are interested in looking at those older homes
instead of  building new homes.

“Nowadays, they’re not looking for something that’s
move-in ready today,” he said. “They’re looking for

something you’re going to have to work with, and you’re
not going to find that with a new house. … They’re say-
ing, ‘Over the next five years, here’s what we’ll do with
this (house) to make it ours.’”

Friedman agreed and said that regardless of  age,

those in the market are increasingly looking at smaller
houses.

“A few years ago, they were looking for huge homes,
but there’s a lot of  interest now in homes that aren’t as

“Hunting Valley kind of
sells itself. It has some

of the most scenic
drives. The drives down
Shaker (Boulevard) or

Chagrin River (Road) are
just jaw-dropping.”

Ryan Young,  Keller Williams-affiliated
Young Team An aerial view of Stonebrook in Moreland Hills.

REALTORS on page 36
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Pepper Pike: $819,000
Custom built Brick Colonial, arched
entryways, high ceilings, Brazilian
hardwood floors. 
3020OldBrainardRd.HowardHanna.com

Pepper Pike:  $310,000
Large Cape Cod on a deep lot with
wooded views & updated kitchen.
31499GatesMillsBlvd.HowardHanna.com

Cleveland Heights:  $250,000
3200 square feet vintage Craftsman on
huge wooded lot near Coventry. 
2828EdgehillRd.HowardHanna.com

Cleveland Heights:  $250,000
Beautifully tended and updated 
Colonial on double lot with mature
trees and lovely wooded views. 
2816Edgehill.HowardHanna.com

University Heights:  $215,000
Spacious 5 bedroom, 3 full bath home
with eat-in kitchen, 25x16 Family
Room and finished lower level. 
4309UniversityPkwy.HowardHanna.com

Shaker Heights:  $210,000
Updated Colonial on 1/2 acre includes
newer kitchen, baths, energy efficient
windows, siding, roof, etc. 
3150SomersetDr.HowardHanna.com

See All Listings at
PaulBlumberg.HowardHanna.com

Paul Blumberg
216-831-9310

Jeff Whims • 330-620-8773 • painterswr@gmail.com • www.painterswr.com

Power Washing & Staining
Free Estimates | 35+ Years Experience

Two Year - No Questions
Asked - Warranty!

YES, WE DO
DECKS!
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huge,” she said. “Lots of  times, in these big homes, you
don’t use all the space that you have. People now are
looking for homes with more livable space.”

Levine said some who are looking for ranch-style
houses in the Chagrin Valley are having difficulty find-

ing them.
“When these ranches come on (the market), people

seem to be jumping on them,” she said.
Looking forward, Levine said she feels business in

Northeast Ohio will “explode in the next couple of
years” and that the Chagrin Valley stands to benefit.

“I feel good things for Cleveland coming up. With all
of  this hospital expansion going on, a lot of  that pushes
our way to the East Side,” she said, also mentioning the
medical mart, casino and new Eaton headquarters in
Beachwood. “I think that’s going to be huge.”

mbutz@cjn.org

“I love the (Cleveland)
Metroparks. I go walking
with my dog all the time

in the Metroparks. It’s
just beautiful.”

Dona Friedman, Coldwell
Banker Hunter Realty Trees provide some privacy for residents of Fox Glen in Moreland Hills.

REALTORS from page 35



L&L Estate Liquidations
& Appraisal Services, LLC

Personal Property Appraisals
& Estate Sales

Antique, Art & Collectibles, Residential Contents,
 Insurance, Bankruptcy, Charitable Donation, 

Equitable Estate Distribution

Lisa K Lowy  ISA, AM                   Lorie Hart  ISA, AM
440-773-4664                                                       216-470-7002               

www.llestateliquidation.com

L&L Estate Liquidations
& Appraisal Services, LLC

Antique, Art & Collectibles,
Residential Contents, 

Insurance, Bankruptcy,
Charitable Donation, 

Equitable Estate Distribution

Personal Property Appraisals
& Estate Sales

Lisa K Lowy ISA, AM
440-773-4664

Lorie Hart ISA, AM
216-470-7002

www.llestateliquidation.com

HIGHLAND HTS.:
Custom built with the finest quality and attention to
detail, this Arts and Crafts inspired contemporary is
truly special! A gorgeous interior filled with warm
woods and stones has a Frank Lloyd Wright feel. The
highlights of this home include a spectacular 1st floor
master suite, gorgeous library with fireplace and
built-ins, chef’s dream kitchen opening into the mag-
nificent family room. $899,900

BAINBRIDGE:
Privacy and serenity surround this Hampton style
manor home. This is a builder/owner home with ex-
traordinary detail and quality. Adjacent to 36 acres of
Bridgeway’s dedicated land. Gourmet dream kitchen
with high-end appliances, center island, granite
counter tops, and adjoining hearth room with stone
fireplace. First floor master retreat with ample closet
space and luxury master bath. $849,900

BEACHWOOD:
Superbly charming and unique home on a
spectacular lot offering privacy and seren-
ity! Beautiul entry with curved stairway,
fabulous living and ding room area with
hardwood floor and fireplace, magnificent
beamed ceiling family room with walls of
windows and built-ins, updated kitchen
with newer appliances. $329,900

SOLON:
Right out of the pages of Architectural Di-
gest, this home will take your breath away!
Total renovation and exquisite decor
throughout. Wide open California contem-
porary ranch with walls of windows, soaring
ceilings, slate and hardwood floors.Fabu-
lous master suite with glamour bath and
huge walk-in closet. $429,000

BEACHWOOD:
Superb home offering a sprawling wide open design.
Spacious great room second to none - great for en-
tertaining. Soaring ceilings. 2 story entry, spectacu-
lar kitchen with center island. 1st floor office and
laundry. Fabulous master suite with glamour bath.
Finished lower level with rec room/play room. Beau-
tiful landscaped yard. Ready to move in and enjoy!
$695,000

PEPPER PIKE:
New price! Custom contemporary home
with incredible quality and dramatic floor
plan, 1st floor master suite w/loft, incred-
ible walk-out lower level, dramatic 2 story
great room, fabulous dining rm w/gor-
geous built-ins, magnificent setting with
pool, one of a kind! $685,000

NOVELTY
Absolutely enchanting mini-estate sited on a magical
private drive with pond, pasture, barn, and picnic area.
Gorgeous Nantucket styled country house with fabu-
lous Tony Paskevich addition. Unique front entry, gor-
geous foyer opens into the elegant dining room with
fireplace, and hardwood floors. An incredible center is-
land gourmet kitchen opens to the magnificent vaulted
and beamed great room. $699,900

82
27

7

BEACHWOOD:
Fabulous home with wide open flowing floor
plan with soaring ceilings. Spectacular great
room with gas fireplace, formal dining room
with access to screened porch. Updated
white kitchen featuring center island with
cook top, newer kitchen counters and Sub-
zero refrigerator. Master retreat on first floor.
$569,000

SHAKER HTS.:
One of Shaker’s finest! Truly elegant brick Georgian
designed by renowned architect Clarence Mack. Ex-
quisitely detailed and perfectly proportional rooms
create the most harmonious and spectacular atmos-
phere. A grand foyer with sweeping staircase leads
to the magnificent living room with floor to ceiling
windows, banquet sized formal dining room, and li-
brary with fireplace. $879,000

SHAKER HTS.:
A real gem, this stone and brick Georgian
colonial is a beauty! Gleaming hardwood
floors, a freshly updated interior, and beau-
tifully landscaped grounds are highlights.
Gracious formal living and dining room, a 1st
floor library, charming screened porch, and
updated gourmet kitchen with granite coun-
ters. $219,900

ADAM S. KAUFMAN
Company Top Producer and #1 in Ohio

Remember… Just ASK Adam – www.justASKAdam .com 216.831.7370

The Proven Realtor Who Will Get You Home!
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Spring, summer activities heat up the Valley
Summer fun in the Valley

Here’s a sampling of some events this spring and
summer in the Chagrin Valley:

April 28
27th annual Back the Rec, part of Chagrin Valley

Rec Center’s 75th anniversary, Chagrin Falls

May 19
34th annual Orange Jubilee, Pepper Pike

May 24-28
56th annual Blossom Time Festival, Chagrin Falls

July 6-21
Chagrin Valley Hunter Jumper Classic, Moreland Hills

July 26-28
Annual sidewalk sale, Chagrin Falls

July 26-29
Home Days, Solon

September 3
20th annual Totally Kosher Rib Burnoff, Pepper Pike

MATT DEFAVERI
Staff Reporter

There’s no shortage of  food,
retail or activities in the Chagrin
Valley, especially in Chagrin Falls
and the surrounding area, said
Darci Spilman, executive director of
the Chagrin Valley Chamber of
Commerce.

“Generally, Chagrin Falls is the
hub for the Chagrin Valley,” said
Spilman, who’s in her sixth year
with the chamber. “It’s a little vil-
lage. It’s quaint. You can walk
around and make an evening of
shopping and dining and just enjoy-
ing the ambience of  the small-town
architecture.”

In the summer, Spilman said
there are free concerts at the trian-
gle, an area in the middle of  town,
from 7 to 9 p.m. every Thursday. 

Nine concerts are scheduled,
starting June 14 and ending August

9. Each concert showcases a differ-
ent genre, including New Orleans
swing, easy rock, folk rock ’n’ roll,
blues and country.

Chagrin Falls also hosts “Art by
the Falls,” which brings more than
100 artists from around the country
to Riverside Park. “It’s very pictur-
esque,” Spilman said. “It’s beauti-
ful.”

There’s also plenty of  outdoor
dining and shops in the area, she
said. “Almost all of  the clothing
stores and shops are unique,” she
said. “They’re not chain stores. It’s
not 100%, but I think 95% of  them
are unique to us.”

Residents or guests to the Valley
looking for picnics can look outside
of  Chagrin Falls to the Emerald
Necklace, a network of  the Cleve-
land Metroparks. South Chagrin
Reservation winds through Bent-
leyville, Moreland Hills and Solon.

Spilman also pointed out the

Metroparks Polo Field, located at the
intersection of  South Woodland and
Chagrin River roads in Moreland
Hills.

“It’s horse country,” Spilman
said. “They do lots of  horse shows.
There’s a very large one in July.”

The July show is the Chagrin Val-
ley Hunter Jumper Classic, which
takes place from Friday, July 6,
through Saturday, July 21.

Spilman said Chagrin Valley is a
place with a lot of  history and rec-
ommends the area to Ohioans look-
ing for a change of  scenery.

“It’s a great place to raise a fam-
ily, start a business,” she said.
“There are a lot of  social and com-
munity organizations if  you want to
be involved. There’s so many that it’s
hard for me to direct our chamber to
keep up with everybody. This place
is steeped in tradition. It’s a great
place to be active in the community.”

mdefaveri@cjn.org



PEPPER PIKE OFFICE
28879 CHAGRIN BLVD., AT ETON

PEPPER PIKE, OH 44122
(216) 831-7342 • (216) 315-4663

www.garrhomes.com
peggy@garrhomes.com

Peggy Garr
Accredited Buyer Representative
Certified Residential Specialist
Senior Real Estate Specialist
34 years of Real Estate Excellence
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It all started 
with Girl Scout
Cookies.

See Peggy spring 
into action now.

Gates Mills:
5 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath 
colonial on a gorgeous wooded
lot. Huge deck overlooking lot.
Big family room with fireplace
and “ice cream” bar and large
windows. Finished lower level,
3 car garage, 1st floor laundry.
Kitchen has full size sub zero
refrigerator and freezer, granite
island  wood floors down stairs

Real value at $280,000

JUST LISTED!

The Young Team Ryan, Terry, Jeff Young 
216.378.9618 info@YoungTeamRealtors.com www.YoungTeamRealtors.com

Thanks to our clients
for an amazing month!

AUBURN- Resort Style Living! 3 BR, 3.1
BA, Walk Out LL, Fab Wrap Around
Deck $365,000

SHAKER HEIGHTS- Stately Brick 4Br, 2.1 Ba
Colonial w/Finished 3rd. Renovated Granite
Kitchen. Screened Porch. Lower Level Family Room.
Lovingly Maintained. Charm Galore. $135,000

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS- 2448 Channing
Charming 4 BR, 2.1 Brick Colonial w/Finished 3rd.
Gleaming Hdwd, Living Room with Fireplace, Din-
ing Room w/adjacent Sun Room. Stunning Reno-
vated Main Bath. Finished Rec Room. $179,900

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS- Pretty 3 BR, 1.1 BA
Brick Renovated in 2003. Hardwood Floors. LR &
DR. 1st .Eat�in Kitchen w/Maple Cabinets. Fin-
ished LL with rec rm and office. $169,900

MORELAND HILLS- Stunning & Open,
Walls of Glass, Renovated 3 BR, 3 BA
Paradise $399,900

BEACHWOOD- One Owner Custom
Built, 4 BR, 4.2 BA, Stunning Presenta-
tion. Close to Eaton & Ahuja  $975,000

BEACHWOOD-Renovated Ranch, 3 Br,
2.1 Ba, Wow kitchen, Granite and
Stainless, Move In Ready $309,900

OHIO CITY- Fab Penthouse Condo, 2
Brs, 2 Ba, Granite and Stainless, Roof
Top Deck $234,900

ORANGE- 181 Stonebrooke. 
Private end unit condo, 3 BR, 3.1 BA,
vaulted eat-in-kit. Fin. LL, Patio & deck.
$319,900

PEPPER PIKE- Exciting Ernst Payer 
designed 5 BR. 4.1 BA. Oversized LR 
& DR. Fam rm w/FP. $367,500

MORELAND HILLS- Best Opportunity to
own on this prime street. 2 acres, 4BR,
4.1BA, 1st Flr Master. $799,000

Ryan            Terry           Jeff

ORANGE VILLAGE- 4100 Orangewood
Stunning 4/5 BR contemporary. 3,600 SF. Updated
granite kit. 1st flr den/office. Fin LL. $429,900

OPEN SUN. 1-4

OPEN SUN. 2-4

OPEN SUN. 2-4
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Chagrin Valley boasts selection of synagogues
MATT DEFAVERI
Staff Reporter

The Chagrin Valley has an abundance
of  synagogues – eight in all – that stretch
across multiple branches of  Judaism.
Below is a roundup.

Conservative

Rabbi Hal Rudin-Luria of  B’nai
Jeshurun Congregation, 27501 Fair-
mount Blvd. in Pepper Pike, said his con-
gregation offers a warm and engaging
community with diverse programming
for synagogue goers.

“We have activities that range from
classes for newborns to our active seniors
group, called Hazak,” he said. “We have
weekly study sessions, religious school,
groups from every age in between, from
young families to young professionals to
baby boomers.”

Shul staff  and congregants said they
believe B’nai Jeshurun is one big family,
according to Rudin-Luria. “Everyone
cares about the other person and wel-
comes them in. It’s the same for the pro-
fessionals, the clergy, and the other
professional staff  members. We have a

new motto, which is ‘Big enough to make
a difference, small enough to care.’”

The shul’s “Inspire Weekend” begins
Thursday, May 17, with a Zumba class. Avi-
vah Zornberg, a Bible scholar from Israel,
will speak during Inspire weekend.

Park Synagogue East, 27500 Shaker
Blvd. in Pepper Pike, with its main
branch in Cleveland Heights, brings serv-
ices and programming close to congre-
gants who reside in the Valley. 

The synagogue, led by Rabbi Joshua
Skoff  and Rabbi Sharon Marcus, will host
a continuing educational series with Ilana
Horowitz Ratner at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
May 2, at Park East in Room 149. The event
is free and open to the community.

Independent

The Shul, 30799 Pinetree Road, No.
401, in Pepper Pike, suffers from mislabel-
ing, Rabbi Eddie Sukol said.

“I’m a Reform rabbi by training,” he
said. “We’re definitely in the progressive
Jewish camp. We are also influenced by
Chasidism, just in terms of  trying to cap-
ture an element of  joy and the life and fer-
vor of  the worship experience.”

Sukol said he tells people The Shul is

“intentionally nondenominational.”
The Shul hosts Shabbat potlucks once a

month, opts for a song leader over a cantor
at services, and stresses adult education
and Jewish learning as one of  its messages.

“It’s sophisticated, serious learning
but also entry level learning for people
who feel like they didn’t learn enough
when they went to Hebrew school,” Sukol
said. “The people that come to these ses-
sions are people with high levels of  secu-
lar education, professional and graduate
degrees. They’re thinkers, intellectuals.”

The Shul has ongoing study groups,
called “Toast & Torah,” at Corky & Lenny’s
in Woodmere Thursdays at 7:30 a.m..

Orthodox

Although Solon Chabad is sometimes
thought of  as an Orthodox congregation,
Miriam Greenberg, director of  Hebrew
school and programming, said that’s a
misnomer.

“We’re not here serving an Orthodox
community,” she said. “Our goal is to help
every single Jew be a part of  Judaism any
way they wish.”

One way to reach that goal is keeping
the shul open to everyone.

“It’s not about how much the pages are
turning, but it’s about loving Judaism,”
she said. “Our goal is children should
love coming here. Children should love
being Jewish. That’s our mission here.

“Our goal is to service Jews in any
way they want to be served.”

Solon Chabad’s opening for its new
swimming pool on its new campground is
at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, May 10. There will
be inflatables, picnic items and other
entertainment. The event is free and open
to the community.

Reconstructionist

Rabbi Steve Segar at Kol HaLev,
which has services and programming at
The Ratner School, 27575 Shaker Blvd. in
Pepper Pike and offices in University
Heights, said his congregation is one that
relies on the participation of  its mem-
bers, taking a “philosophical and a prag-
matic” approach to programming and
services because of  its small staff.

Kol HaLev will hold “Shabbat in the
Park” at the North Chagrin Reservation in
Mayfield Village over Memorial Day week-
end, with a family service at 10:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, May 26. Games, activities and a



Your HomeTown 
Chagrin Falls 

Presents

Chagrin Falls

HISTORIC
HOME & GARDEN

TOUR 2012

FRIDAY, JUNE 1
10am - 4pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
10am - 2pm
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Full drink menu and extensive wine list now available!
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$12 Early Bird
Dinner Specials

4pm-6pm M-Th

Fish Fry
All-You-Can-Eat $16.95

Joey’s Restaurant
28500 Miles Road in Solon

(next to Miles Market)
440-248-8700 • www.joeyschagrin.com
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27970 Chagrin Blvd. #209 • Woodmere

216-514-1702Sheila Farkas Val Bendersky

http://vsrealtygroup.normls.net

NEW LISTING! SOUTH EUCLID - MAYFLOWER CONDO:
1 bdrm, plus den. Freshly painted. $24,900
Judy Joseph: 216-360-8305
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REMINDERVILLE - AURORA SHORES:
3 bdrm, 2.5 ba. Free standing house, 2 car attached. Best value!

$89,900

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS:
Top of Cedar Hill. 4/5 bdrm, 3.5 ba charming col. Hdwd flrs. Formal 
dining rm, office/den, stone patio. $139,900

LYNDHURST: Bright clean bungalow.  Updated kitchen.  
3 bdrm,  2 ba.  Motivated Seller! $94,900
Judy Joseph:  216-360-8305

PEPPER PIKE: Expanded  4 bdrm col. Many, many upgrades.
Oversized 4 car garage. Super Value! $389,900

HIGHLAND HEIGHTS: Located in Aberdeen. Large kit.,
granite counters. 1st flr master w/glamour bath. A must see!  

$349,900

BEACHWOOD: New construction. Magnificent 1st flr master
suite. Can be customized to your taste. $529,900

SHAKER HEIGHTS: 2bdrm, 2ba condo. Eat-in kit. Sought
after location. Easy access to downtown. $99,900

SOLON: Spectacular Thornbury col. Features great rm and 1st
flr master suite. Mint condition. $649,900
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potluck lunch will follow.
“In our community, just as often as I might lead a

service alone, I might co-lead a service with a member,”
Segar said. “In terms of  Shabbat services, we offer a
very creative integration of  Jewish tradition and con-
temporary creativity. We use a prayer book which has all
the traditional sections of  the Shabbat service in it, but
there’s a lot of  poetry, there’s a lot of  commentary, and
people often say that they learn a lot just from reading
the commentary in the prayer book.”

Reform
The Reform synagogues include Temple Emanu El in

Orange Village, Congregation Kol Chadash in Solon,
and Congregation Shir Shalom in Bainbridge. Each shul
offers something different.

“We’re in a convenient location in the center of
Solon,” said Kol Chadash Rabbi Estelle Mills. “Our reli-
gious school is open to nonmembers who are looking for
a religious education for their children but not ready to
join a synagogue at this time.

“We are very welcoming and inclusive to interfaith fam-
ilies and have a fairly large percentage of  members who
are in interfaith marriages. We’re growing very rapidly
with lots of  young families from the southeast suburbs.”

Mills said many congregants come from Aurora,
Bainbridge and Twinsburg.

Kol Chadash also just started its “Barrels of  Fun”
preschool service. The next service is at 6:30 p.m. today
(April 27). This will be a Shabbat service in celebration
of  Israeli Independence Day, with singing and dancing
for children 6 and under.

Rabbi Steven Denker has been with Temple Emanu

El for about eight years and said his synagogue is a “full-
service Reform synagogue” that serves everyone from 18
months and older.

“We have an excellent preschool that is almost totally
booked up,” Denker said. “We have an excellent youth
program. We regularly turn out more students to youth
events than congregations that are frankly two or three
more times larger than ours.”

Denker also praised the temple’s adult education pro-
gramming. “Our adult programming attracts people of  all
different types,” he said. “We also have extraordinarily
active empty nesters. … We’ve got a very broad spectrum
of  activities.”

The temple will have a “family day” at Progressive
Field on Sunday, June 3, for the 3 p.m. ballgame. 

Shir Shalom, the only synagogue in Geauga County,
meets at New Life Fellowship Church in Bainbridge. 

Founding spiritual leader Dr. Kiva Shtull said the
environment at Shir Shalom is informal, but it offers a
high-quality service with little financial pressure.

“They’re just really pleasant, comfortable services,”
he said. “No high-brow sermons. Mostly, we have discus-
sions and/or Bible studies. And for people out in that
area who don’t want to travel to the core, which is
becoming an increasing shlep … we’re very easily acces-
sible on (State Route) 422.”

Shtull said there’s essentially “no infrastructure”
within the shul, but that setup has worked for Shir
Shalom in the past. “There are no committees to go
through. It’s not like getting an act of  Congress passed,”
he said. “We’re a congregation that runs on autopilot,
and we’ve done it that way successfully for 13 years.”

mdefaveri@cjn.org



ARLENE FINE
Senior Staff Reporter

The arts and culture scene offers something for
everyone in the Chagrin Valley, where residents and vis-
itors can see a play, attend a concert, enjoy an art
exhibit, or take pottery lessons. Here are some of  the
arts and culture venues and an assortment of  upcoming
events: 

Chagrin Falls Studio Orchestra

40 River St., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440-247-8955 
www.chagrinstudioorchestra.com
A volunteer-driven orchestra that presents studio

arrangements and the classics that inspired them.
Upcoming: The “Mikado” at 8 p.m. on Friday, May 11,

and Saturday, May 12. 

Chagrin Valley Little Theatre

40 River St., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440-247-8955 / www.cvlt.org
An 81-year-old volunteer organization that exists to

enrich the cultural life of  the Chagrin Valley and North-
east Ohio through the production of  live theater and
related programming. Audiences enjoy standard theater
fare as well as offbeat, edgy performances. Local play-
wrights are often showcased.

Upcoming: “A Night in Provence” at 8 p.m., Friday,
June 1, though Saturday, June 23.

Chagrin Foundation 
for Arts & Culture 

88 N. Main St., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440-247-9700 / www.chagrinarts.org
The foundation, under executive director Rachel Lap-

pen, collaborates with local, regional and national
organizations to present inspiring programs. It serves
as a leader, catalyst and resource for the arts and encour-
ages partnerships between public and private sectors.
The foundation also invests in cultural institutions and
supports programs that enrich the region. 

Upcoming: Apollo’s Fire and the Brandenburg Con-
certos Nos. 3-6, 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 1, Federated
Church of  Chagrin Falls, 76 Bell St.

Upcoming: The sixth annual Chautauqua-in-Cha-

PREPARING HOMES FOR
SELLERS & BUYERS

Repairs • Cleaning  • Painting 
Staging & Curb Appeal

Senior Move Management • Estate Sales
Serving Northeast Ohio • Bonded & Insured

guardianangelscleveland.com
440-338-8872

82
76

6

Greater  Cleveland
29225 CHAGRIN BLVD., PEPPER PIKE

AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER BROKER 23
89
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The Emerman Team
Marty & Nancy
216-378-4771 
www.EmermanTeam.com

Rochelle Golenberg
216-401-9076
rmgolenberg@gmail.com

Marsha Hedberg
216-378-4870
mhedberg@kw.com

Marilyn Isler
216-316-0759
islermar@ymail.com

HIRAM:
Best value in Troy Oaks. Meticulously main-
tained 1998 Skyline manufactured home.
Oversized kitchen with center island. Master
bedroom with large closets, glamour bath,
beautiful living room with gas fireplace,
plenty of storage and a carport for 2 cars
with extra parking in front. $74,000

Bob Zimmer
216-406-5729
Bob@bobzimmer.net
www.justlistedcleveland.com

Jody Saks
216-314-5862
jodysaks.kw@gmail.com
Clevelandeastsidesuburbs.com

Jim Fixler
216-215-0952 
jimfixler@gmail.com

(216) 839-5500
www.kwcleveland.com

MORELAND HILLS:
MUST BE SEEN! Don’t miss it! Be daz-
zled by the vistas of lush landscape,
with a beautiful private lake and a
heated gunite pool. Enter this charming
home and fall in love. This is a lifetime
opportunity to own a beautiful home
with stunning views! $685,000

BEACHWOOD:
OPEN SUNDAY 2:30-4:30
26412 N.Woodland Rd.

Great opportunity in Beachwood. Brick exte-
rior w/great bones. Hardwood floors through-
out. Lg family room additon w/vaulted
ceiling, wood beams, floor to ceiling win-
dows and wet bar. 3 lg bedrooms (2) w/cus-
tom built-ins. Eat-in kitchen, charming living

room w/wbfl, separate dining room. $179,900

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS:
OPEN SUN. 1-3 • 2228 S. Belvoir Blvd. 
A real jewel off Cedar by Green Rd. Full of
charm & loaded with space! Gorgeous hard-
wood floors, awesome renovated Master Suite
features gas fireplace, walk-in closets & its own
bath; inviting white Kitchen with breakfast bar.
Family Room w/ access to wood deck, 1st floor
Laundry Room & finished Lower Level. Beautiful

300 Ft. deep fenced yard. Close to medical facilities,
Legacy shopping & freeways. $189,900

ORANGE VILLAGE:
OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-3:30 

20 Orchard Circle
Stunning cluster cape cod in Villas of

Orange! Lg eat in kit w/bay wndw, gran-
ite counter tops and backsplash, white
custom cbnts and ctr island. Overlooks
wooded yard and patio. 1st flr mstr bdrm.

Two walk-in closets and glmr bath.   Security and fire sys-
tems. Neutrally Decorated. $365,000

BEACHWOOD:
OPEN SUNDAY 2-4 • 15 Hyde Park

Outstanding residence! Townhome
in The Village designed by John Koncar.
Glorious living space, custom cabinets &
closets, granite counters, special
Den/Card Game Room, fabulous
Owner Suite plus 2nd flr Loft & bdrm
suite, Fin.lwr lvl. $490,000

GATES MILLS:
Warm and inviting! Beautiful setting in pictur-
esque Gates Mills. Over 2.5 acres of grounds
surround this charming colonial with side-entry
garage. Formal living room and dining room
lead to a country kitchen and hearth room/fam-
ily room.Finished lower level rec room. Newer
carpeting on stairs and upstairs leads to four
spacious bedrooms. Master suite has private
luxury updated bath, walk-in closet.  Great
value and location! $395,000

Ellen Weiner
216-789-9378 Info@NoPlaceLikeCleveland.com

BEACHWOOD, THE VILLAGE. 
OPEN SUNDAY 2-4! 

2 Haverhill Ct. 
New Price! Sharp and sophisticated
free standing colonial! Open floor plan
ideal for entertaining.  First floor master
suite, 2 bedrooms and 2 full baths on

2nd.  Finished full lower level with addtional
4th bedroom and bath. $519,000 

Cindi Sobol
216-406-0068

SOLD

82
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Sally Messinger, GRI, CRS, ABR

216.240.9911 (cell)

Sally@SallyMessinger.com

5285 FAIRFIELD OVAL

SOLON

• 5 Bedrooms (Small bedroom on 1st)

• 3 Full Baths
• 3 Car Garage 
• In the South Chagrin  
Reservation

$500,000C
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Arts, culture paint pretty picture in Chagrin Valley



grin series brings speakers from the
Chautauqua Institution in New York to
the village for lectures and performances. 

Chautauqua-in-Chagrin returns Tues-
day, July 17.

Valley Art Center

155 Bell St., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440-247-7507 / www.valleyartcenter.org
Community organization that pro-

vides gallery exhibits, fine-art and craft
classes, and diverse art programs. The
center includes fiber-art classes, print-
making and interactive workshops with
regional artists. 

Chagrin Documentary 
Film Festival

www.chagrindocumentaryfilmfestival.org
In its third year, the festival presents a

lineup of  international documentaries.
Upcoming: “Best of  the Fest,” 4 and 9

p.m., Saturday, April 28, Solon Center for
the Arts, 6315 SOM Center Road, Solon.

Chagrin Falls 
Arts Commission

www.chagrin-falls.org/arts-commission
The commission provides a forum for

individuals and organizations to promote

projects. It encourages and facilitates
cooperative efforts among arts organiza-
tions and brings groups together to dis-
cuss ideas that promote the arts in
Chagrin Falls.

Fairmount Center 
for the Arts

8400 Fairmount Road
Novelty, OH 44072
440-338-3171  
www.fairmountcenter.org
Fairmount Center for the Arts is ded-

icated to the advancement of  the arts in
Ohio through excellence in training and
performance for people of  all ages and
levels of  mastery, from young children to
seasoned professionals.

Upcoming: West Geauga High School
annual student show, Monday, 
May 7, through Friday, May 25, Fair-
mount Center Gallery.

Chagrin Falls 
Historical Society

21 Walnut St., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440-247-4695
www.chagrinfallshisotricalsociety.org
The society sponsors monthly pro-

grams from September to May. Programs
include lectures, trips to other museums

and historic sites, and social events, such
as the annual Soups & Breads Luncheon.
The Society also provides educational
programs and tours for schools and

groups from other organizations.
Open: 2 to 4 p.m. on Thursdays

Solon Center for the Arts

6315 SOM Center Road 
Solon, OH 44039
440-337-1400 / www.solonarts.org
The arts center celebrates its 10th

anniversary this year. It features an art
gallery, an art studio that can accommo-
date up to four classes, five music studios,
a ballet studio, and a 200-seat theater.

Upcoming: Spotlight Youth Theatre –
fourth annual One-Act Festival, 11 a.m. to
2:30 p.m., Saturday, May 5. 

Orange Art Center

31500 Chagrin Blvd. 
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
216-831-5130 
www.orangeartcenter.org
The center offers art classes for chil-

dren and adults, provides educational
and social programs, provides financial
assistance and programs in the Orange
School District, sponsors art exhibits and
fine art performances for the community,
and collaborates with other community
organizations. 

afine@cjn.org

Sharon Friedman, GRI, CRS
Broker Associate
Sell Phone:  (216) 338-3233
VM:  (216) 999-2064
sharonfriedman@howardhanna.com
sharonfriedmanhomes.com

17 Bordeaux Ln, Beachwood $269,900
2BD, 2.5BA. Kenco built, quality, unique townhome in the
Village! Spacious LR and DR with newer carpeting, sharp,
neutral decor. 2 BDRM up. Kitchen w/granite counters,
spacious bedrooms up, master with vaulted ceilings,
glamour bath, ample closets and storage throughout, 
including huge basement. Furnace 2011, recently painted
interior and custom window treatments. A dramatic two-
story foyer make this an impressive home to call your own.
Newer windows in Master bedroom and Master bath,
Master bath has Thermasol whirlpool tub. Bose speaker
system, satellite dish. Deck off dining room ideal for enter-
taining. Convenient to the pool, club house, walking paths,
and world class shopping steps away! 

23917 Woodway, Beachwood  $239,500
4BD, 2.5BA. Fabulous Beachwood semi brick and stone!
Gleaming hardwood floors LR/DR. Family rm with skylight
and windows to yard. Updated kitchen with granite coun-
ters, ceramic floors, eating area and newer stove and re-
frigerator. Three bedrooms on 1st, 2 room suite up with full
bath, possible 5th bedroom, but is tandem. Baths mostly
updated. Newer furnace, newer roof , great closet space
throughout. Partly finished LL with carpet. Nice utility area,
fenced yard. Many recent updates. Walk to Legacy Vil-
lage. Just move in! This home is a gem! 

2666 Ramsay Rd, Beachwood $229,500
3BD, 2BA. Sharp California-style contemporary is a per-
fect condo alternative on prime Beachwood cul-de-sac
street. Cathedral beamed ceilings and marble-trimmed
fireplace and hardwood floors enhance the great room.
Galley kitchen with breakfast area overlooks stone paver
patio and private park-like setting. Master bath is updated.
F/R plus den and great storage area. Walls of windows
and panoramic views. Newer roof and central air, furnace.
Very cool house! 

23407 Beachwood Blvd, Beachwood $174,900
4BD, 1.5BA. Spacious colonial with large rooms, den on 1st,
LR/DR combo, kitchen with breakfast area, 2 car attached
garage. Deck, lovely yard, finished lower level. Good bones,
could use some updating. Low maintenance exterior. 

4465 Silsby Rd, University Heights $139,900
3 BD, 1.5BA. This home has it all! You can move right in
and not do a thing. Gleaming hardwood floors, refinished
2011,in LR/DR. Furnace and air 2007, new windows 2007,
new roof and garage roof (tear off main) 2007, hot water
tank 2011. All appliances remain and are newer. Charming
stone and vinyl exterior, major systems replaced so you
can have years of enjoyment without a major capital out-
lay and go on vacation instead! Partial B-dry 2009. Newer
window treatments throughout. Large family room with
built-ins, good access to kitchen. Lovely finished lower
level, upgraded electrical, steps to Green Road. Must see
and you will fall in love.  

2404 Saybrook Rd, University Heights $139,900
4BD, 1.5BA. Wow! Fabulous brick colonial with slate roof
and many, very recent updates! Kitchen with maple cabi-
netry, all appliances, reverse osmosis filtration system. Liv-
ing room with bay window, hardwood floors and fireplace.
Ample bedrooms, spacious 3rd floor with hardwood. 
Covered patio off dining room, newer drive, fenced yard. 2.5
car garage! This home is a gem and move-in ready! POS
compliant. Newer furnace, CA, windows and insulation.  

2443 Bromley Rd, University Heights $137,500
3BD, 1.5BA. Wonderful value for this spacious brick, alu-
minum and stone colonial on a great street. Newer oven
and gas cook top, gleaming hardwood floors throughout.
Open floor plan in LR/Dr, great for entertaining. 

4500 College Rd, South Euclid $135,000
3BD, 1.5BA. Beautiful stone front colonial with front porch.
Gleaming hardwood floors in LR/DR/kitchen. Newer 
windows throughout (mostly!) Den on 1st. Updated
kitchen with breakfast area, loads of cabinets, too. Huge
bedrooms up. 2 possible master bedrooms, one with sit-
ting area or could convert to walk-in closet. Ample closets
throughout. Deck off family room with pergola on top.
Newer sliding door. Finished lower level. Many nice fea-
tures, soft, Pottery Barn decor. Priced to sell! 

25805 Fairmount Blvd, #109, Beachwood $119,000
2BD, 2.5BA. Take another look! Mostly repainted and neutral-
ized! Great value for square footage in a quality building! 1700
SF unit with spacious rooms, Deluxe and versatile! Wall of
built-ins in Living Room and Family Room. Family Room now
used as Dining Room. Eat-in kitchen. Great floor plan for en-
tertaining. 2.5 baths. 2nd bedroom, now used as den. Interior
Freshly painted Fall 2011 and new carpeting December 2011.
Easy access to garage. Lovely pool. In-suite laundry. Must
see this space. Balcony off LR/MBR. Best value for square
footage in building! Priced to sell! 

2606 South Green, University Heights $99,900
3BD, 2.5BA. Charming two story townhome. Convenient to
all amenities. Parquet DR/FR. Spacious kitchen with much
storage. 2nd garage not attached. Lovely private patio and
garden. Pool for area is delightful! All kitchen appliances
stay. Lovely family room leads to patio, newer slider. Spa-
cious bedroom up plus great closets. 

24220 Hermitage Rd, Shaker Heights $379,000
4BD, 2.5BA. Quality abounds in this mid-cen-
tury, brick, architect owned and totally redone,
multi-level on a scenic wooded half acre par-
cel! Gorgeous custom, maple cabinetry in
kitchen with granite, convection oven and gas
range. Updated baths, lower level family room
with built-ins overlooking patio and park-like
setting! Excellent storage, utility room, roof full
tear off 2010, Anderson windows 2006, Planta-
tion shutters, professionally landscaped, plant-

ings bloom all season long! MUST SEE! Unique home for area. Two parcels (one in
Shaker and one in Beachwood) but Shaker schools! Violation free. 

4939 Lander Rd, Orange Village $285,000
4BD, 2.5BA. Spotless and impeccable! Lovingly
maintained by same owner for over 25 years!
Many recent improvements. Scenic setting on
1.85 acre wooded lot, actually 2 parcels. Hard-
wood LR/DR/FR. Lovely kitchen, newer cabinets
and counter, newer appliances - all Whirlpool.
Newer furnace and A/C. Deck off family room
overlooks park-like setting. Family room has invit-
ing brick fireplace. Convenient to all amenities in-
cluding Rt 422, Ahuja, Miles Market. 

2455 Cedarwood Rd, Pepper Pike $825,000
4BD, 6.5BA. Quality abounds in this incredible
brick colonial on private 1.3 acre setting. Cir-
cular driveway and 4 car garage. Elegant
marble foyer w/curved staircase and marble
stairs. Spacious, formal, main rooms. Family
room w/beamed ceiling and stone firepl com-
plete w/full bar area. Handsome walnut li-
brary 1st w/2 desk areas and storage for
today’s techno family! New roof 2011 - com-
plete tear off - 50 year shingles. Pond w/foun-

tain in front yard w/sitting area. 23x18 cherry kitchen with Corian counters. Five
burner cook top & dishwasher 2011. Oversized Subzero, delightful sun room with sky-
light leads to newer stone patio, gas grill area w /built-in granite counters, custom
lighting. Luxurious master suite 2nd, renovated w/walk-in oversized marble steam
shower 2010, stone firepl, and 2 walk-in closets. 3 other ample bedrooms & addi-
tional 2 baths. 2 staircases. Unbelievable lower level w/2 full baths, including guest
suite, fitness area/full bar, full kitchen, 2 zone HVAC. This home has it all! 

3035 Kersdale Rd, Pepper Pike $439,900
4BD, 3BA. Major price re-positioning. Circa 1960, mid-
century modern influence in this most dramatic multi-
level on picturesque wooded setting by prime Pepper
Pike cul-de-sac! Marble entry, all white, newer, Euro-
style Kitchen w/vaulted ceiling, Corian counters and
Granite island, hdwd flrs in Kit too! Cathedral, Beamed
ceiling in LR/DR w/Fireplace. Expansive, year round
Sun-room w/incredible stone fireplace overlooks pri-
vate, wooded setting! Sitting area & Family room only
2 steps away w/Wet Bar area. 1st flr Bedroom & Bath

ideal for guests or home office practitioner who needs private entrance!
Spacious Master Suite with hdwd oak flrs & upgraded Bath w/Granite, Dual Vanities. Ample
Bedrms w/great Closets too! 3 Furnaces, 2 AC. Extensive Stonework uniblock Patio & retain-
ing wall as well as Front Entry Patio. Much recent Landscaping Enhances the Beauty of this set-
ting! Newer Roof & Skylights in Kitchen. Must see this very sharp home ideal for entertaining! 

1061 Somerset Ln, Aurora $339,900
3BD, 2.5BA. Wow! Wow! Wow! Better than
new and priced far below duplication! Ab-
solutely stunning free standing cluster with
highest quality upgrades and amenities. Two
story great room with 2 story stone fire-
place. Master on 1st. Custom maple Kraft-
Maid cabinetry with granite counters and
backsplash. Dacor 5 burner gas cook top,
Zephyr Tyhoon range hood with exterior
venting, all other hi-line Kitchenaid appli-

ances. Library/den on 1st. Deluxe master with walk in closet, granite dual vanity,
tub and walk-in shower with seamless Euroglass doors. Closet-tec closets. Two
spacious bedrooms up. 6’ tub/shower with Euro sliding doors. Hans Grohe plumb-
ing fixtures thruout, walk-out lower level plumbed for bath. 34x10 deck expands en-
tire rear of home overlooks private, natural setting, and stairs lead to LL patio. Must
see! Compare to new and you will see the difference. Prime, cul-de-sac setting. 

Real Estate Services

25102 Letchworth Rd, Beachwood $735,000
6BD, 6.5BA. One of a kind, totally renovated/ex-
panded. 20x40 pool w/magnificent landscaping and
privacy. Hot tub. LR/DR w/center hall entry, custom
laminate/lacquer look cabinetry in kit w/granite and
porcelain floors. Sun room off kitchen leads to yard.
Fabulous 1st floor master suite w/oversized shower
and tub. Additional living suite with private entrance
on 2nd floor w/LR, kit, and bath. All custom! Finished
lower level for many uses. 6 car tandem garage.
This home is a rarity for area, must see - too many
extras to mention. 

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed

“Spring has sprung!” Visit www.sharonfriedmanhomes.com 
for more details on these homes!

Call me for a consultation if you are looking to purchase with
record low interest rates, or to sell your home! Thank you!

Sharon
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Cio Cio San (Marian Vogel) and her son
Sorrow (Easton Singer) in Solon Center
for the Arts 2011 production of Puccini’s
“Madama Butterfly.”



Your HomeTown Chagrin Falls
Presents

h f ll

Triangle Park
9AM - 10AM

1st & 3rd Saturdays
June - August 2012

Classes are Free

In case of inclement weather, 
event will be help at Township Hall

83 North Main Street

For more information call 440.247.1895 
or visit www.yourhometownchagrinfalls.com

Susan Hennenberg, ABR, MC

Cell: (216) 469-5169
susanhennenberg@howardhanna.com
www.susanhennenberg.com

OPEN SUNDAY!
“ORANGEWOOD” 
OPEN 2:30pm - 4pm • 4899 Wild Cherry Drive
Expansive, unique 5 BR, 3.5 BA Colonial on this
fabulous cul-de-sac street in Orangewood with
1st flr Nanny/in-law suite w/full bath! $379,900
NEW! HIGHLAND HEIGHTS!  
OPEN 12:30pm - 2pm • 357 Longspur Drive 
Wow! Only 18 years old & custom built for this
owner! 4 BR & 2.5 BA Colonial. TOTALLY UP-
DATED w/gorgeous Southern Chestnut hardwood
floors & exquisite kitchen w/custom Cherry cab-
inets, granite counters. $374,900

BY APPOINTMENT:
BEACHWOOD - BRAND NEW LISTING - Fab-
ulous, 100% updated, 2 BR, 2 BA ranch condo that
will knock your socks off  in Fairmount Condos!
$149,900
BEACHWOOD Built only 14 yrs ago, hard to find
3 BR, 2 BA, 2nd floor Condo at “Wedgewood Cross-
ings”. Totally updated and very glamorous!
$242,900
NEW! LYNDHURST: 4 BR, 2.5 BA Split Level
with vaulted ceilings in great area. $174,900
COMING SOON IN GATES MILLS AT 
A GREAT LOCATION. Wonderful 
5 BR home on a large lot w/updated 
kitchen! Call for price details.
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The Donna Glazer Team
Mother & Daughter

Donna Glazer
216-464-7040

Pamela Scheer
216-695-5177

82
60
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A TOUGH MARKET REQUIRES
ATOUGHTEAM

HUNTING VALLEY: $5,500,000
• All Stone Materpiece on 14 + acres, 3 ponds
• Great Rm w/Walnut Walls & Coffered Ceiling
• Opulent Formal DR, LR; Enchanting Garden Rm
• Professional Kitchen, Butler’s Pantry & Brkfst Rm

BAINBRIDGE: $1,050,000
• 5 year Old ‘Woods of Wembley’ Custom Home
• Dream Kitchen w/16’ Island & Butler’s Pantry
• 1st floor Master Suite; hardwood Flrs; Covered Patio
• Spectacular LL Theater, Wine, Club, Exer & Game Rms

PEPPER PIKE: $999,000
• Opulent Inside & Out w/1st Flr Master Wing
• Stunning Formal Dining Rm w/Marble Flooring
• Dramatic Library w/Rich Paneled Walls
• Schrock Custom Kitchen & Adjoining Bkfst Room

RUSSELL $685,000
• Rustic Contemporary on Stunnning 3 Acres
• Charming Great Rm w/Reclaimed Chestnut Flr
• Maple Kitchen w/Granite & Limestone Floor
• Incredible Master Wing w/Sitting & Exer. RmsC
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The Valley
Once so far away, but now so close

KATHY URDANG MULCAHY

As a teenager growing up in
Shaker Heights in the ’60s and ’70s,
the Chagrin Valley was a destina-
tion my friends and I would visit fre-
quently. Back then, it felt like we
were taking a long ride far out into
the country. As soon as the water
tower on Chagrin Boulevard came
into view, we would begin to feel like
we had arrived in the countryside.
Though much has changed around
Richmond and Chagrin roads

through development and population shifts, our sought-
after destination of  Chagrin Falls and its surrounding
communities remain as beautiful today as it was 40
years ago.

The picturesque beauty of  the Valley, surrounded
by the Cleveland Metroparks and the Chagrin River,
helped establish it as a scenic designation in Ohio. It
encompasses many activities, such as hiking trails,
fishing, biking, horseback riding, and many more out-
door recreational options.  

For those who prefer indoor activities, there is a wide
assortment of  shopping and dining choices for every
age and every budget throughout the Valley, including
family-owned and -operated businesses unique to the
area. There are art centers, libraries and theaters

within easy reach of  all parts of  the Valley. Local festi-
vals, craft fairs and musical performances are well-
attended, and there are even parades and fireworks
scheduled throughout the summer. Downtown Chagrin
Falls is a great place for walking, people watching and
ice cream, especially on warm weekend evenings.

I chose to move to the Chagrin Valley, specifically
Orange Village, in 1978 to raise my family. Our excel-
lent school district is shared by many of  the Chagrin
Valley communities. I began to recognize how truly
special the Chagrin Valley area is when viewed from
an adult’s perspective.

There are housing options for everyone – from starter
homes to luxury, custom-built houses and condomini-
ums. With large-lot zoning, every homeowner has a piece
of  the natural beauty that has made the Chagrin Valley
such a desirable location to settle. The many communi-
ties that make up the Chagrin Valley are well-managed,
and each one has its special and unique characteristics.
Quality services are provided to every resident, ranging
from waste collection and branch chipping to specialized
children activities and senior centers.  

The Chagrin Valley communities offer a lifestyle
that uniquely blends outdoor beauty and a “country
feeling” with a sophisticated choice of  services and
recreational opportunities.. 

Kathy Urdang Mulcahy has been mayor of  Orange
Village for 16 years and is a fourth-generation Jewish
Clevelander.

Mulcahy



The�Socher
Team...

Licensed 
to SELL!

Call the Sochers and Start Packing

Shoshana Socher
216-255-7377   

Coby Socher
216-258-9951
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NANCY TRAUM

When Money magazine named Solon
the third best place to live in 2011, it had
good reasons for its decision. The city of
Solon has managed to blend beautiful
residential areas, a nationally recog-
nized school system, arts and recreation
opportunities, and an industrial area
that ranks among the top 10 in the state
of  Ohio in terms of  jobs. 

Because of  its success, Solon contin-
ues to be one of  the most desirable com-
munities for families and businesses in
Northeast Ohio. Solon has reached such
acclaim that it even showed up as the
answer to a question on the “Jeopardy!”
television show in relation to its best
place to live ranking.

Each year, families are drawn to
Solon because of  its outstanding school
system. Having achieved the No. 1 rank-
ing in the state in recent years, the
Solon City Schools are committed to
producing academically successful and
well-rounded students through their
“every student, every day” philosophy.

Numerous extracurricular activities are
available to students who continually
rank among the state’s best in music
and science competitions.

Recreational opportunities abound in
Solon, including a state-of-the-art com-
munity center. The Solon Center for the
Arts offers programs for all ages and is
home to the Solon Philharmonic Orches-
tra. That’s quite an accomplishment for
a city of  24,000 residents. An annual
Home Days celebration is just one of  the
many opportunities residents have to
celebrate their community. This year’s
theme, Mardi Gras, promises to draw
families for an event-filled weekend
from July 26 to 29 at Solon Community
Park.

Solon is proud of  its diverse popula-
tion that lives in harmony in a commu-
nity offering cultural and religious
amenities. Repeatedly ranked as out-
standing by residents and businesses,
Solon’s services, including police and
fire, make Solon a safe and easily acces-

The gazebo is one of Solon’s most recognizable landmarks.
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Solon
A gem beyond the Chagrin Valley



 216.337.3054216.337.3054 
ilanagross@howardhanna.com 

www.ilanagross.com 

 

by... 

  
REALTOR 

My Promise

To provide you with the highest level of professional service and integrity.
To advocate and negotiate on your behalf. and...

To treat you as I would my own family.

World-Class Service...
Brought to OUR Neighborhood by...

82
79
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Sophia Brick
Direct Line: 216-831-7491
Office: 216-831-0210
E-mail: sophiabrick@howardhanna.com

Rental
2436 Claver Rd, 

University Heights

• Move right in this 
fabulous spacious 3 bed-
room 2.5 bath colonial
in this very desirable 
location. Eat-in kitchen

with updated appliances. 1st floor laundry w/washer
and dryer. Master suite with full bath. Huge 
basement. 2 car attached garage.   $1,600

23
68

08Our award winning, 
certified producer only

FARMERS
MARKET

www.yourhometownchagrinfalls.com

Sponsored by

Prop

Property Belkin

Sundays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
June 3rd - October 21

Triangle Park • Chagrin Falls

Celebrating Our 
5th Year

82
78

8

C
LE

V
EL

A
N

D
 J

EW
IS

H
 N

EW
S 

/ A
PR

IL
 2

7,
 2

01
2

w
w

w
.c

jn
.o

rg

44

RICHARD BAIN

The communities of  the Chagrin
Valley provide a diverse opportu-
nity for living in cities, villages and
townships that offer homeowners a
wide choice of  culture, home styles
and experience. The concept of  the
Valley is very broad and is chal-
lenging to define. It is hardly mono-
lithic, and the area described
ranges from manicured residential
yards, to large lots and sprawling

estates. There are established and newer develop-
ments, historic to modern design. 

Each community is unique with its own character
and demographics. While the communities are

diverse, they offer great value to their residents. In
order to continue to do so, each of  the communities is
looking to work together to cooperatively better serv-
ice their residents and find ways to achieve economies
of  scale in delivering services.

I grew up in University Heights. The Chagrin Valley
– as much as that concept even existed as a cohesive
description of  a place – was where we could drive on a
weekend afternoon or summer evening. Our lives cen-
tered much more around the area in which we lived,
the Cleveland Heights-University Heights School Dis-
trict, Cedar Center, Shaker Heights, downtown Cleve-
land. 

Beachwood was where my cousins lived, but was
about as far away as I knew how to get to. Generally,
the Chagrin Valley and its communities would have
meant a trip to get ice cream in Chagrin Falls or to

sible place to live and work.
Much of  Solon’s success relates to its large tax base,

thanks to major employers like Nestlé, Swagelok, and
over 800 other businesses. Nestlé continues to recog-
nize the importance of  its Solon location by the recent
transfer of  its Lean Pockets brand to Solon and its
plans to construct a new research and development
facility.

The city will soon see a long-awaited renovation to
the Solar Shopping Center, including a new and
expanded Giant Eagle grocery store. The Solon Cham-
ber of  Commerce is a large and active organization
that serves as an advocate for its members while offer-
ing informative programs and opportunities to build
relationships. Following the chamber’s successful trip
to China in 2011, everyone is invited to travel to
Tuscany, Italy, with the chamber in 2012.

Nancy Traum is president and CEO of  the Solon
Chamber of  Commerce.

SOLON from page 43

Falling in love with the Chagrin Valley

Bain



hike at South Chagrin Reservation.  
I remember sitting in the backseat

always being lost as to how we got to
wherever we were going, but generally
feeling we were now out in the “coun-
try.” Even the western portions of  the
Chagrin Valley, including the city where
I now live, were foreign.

Pepper Pike was a place I heard of  but
really knew nothing about, including how
to really even get there. It and Orange Vil-
lage, where my future wife lived (and
owned a horse she would ride down Lan-
der Road), were places where they still
had brick streets and flashing street sig-
nals, and which when I reached them
clued me that I was pretty far from home. 

Obviously, much of  that has changed.
These communities and others of  the
Valley are now as familiar to many of  us
as the Heights region used to be. The
brick streets are mostly gone, but many
of  the reasons for living beyond the
inner-ring suburbs where I grew up
remain. The Jewish community, along
with other inner-ring residents, has con-
sistently drifted eastward.

My wife and I moved to Pepper Pike 22
years ago in order for our children to
attend the great Orange school system,
which is comprised of  five of  the Cha-

grin Valley communities. It was a great
move for us. My neighborhood in Pepper
Pike captured much of  the atmosphere of
growing up I had experienced and which
I wanted my children to benefit from. 

The added benefit of  large, wooded
lots; moderate taxes; and quiet, safe
streets certainly added to the mix. The
schools remain a premier reason to live
in the community. Both of  my children
attended and graduated from Orange
High School and went on to wonderful
college opportunities. They benefited
from very high-quality public educa-
tions without a private school price tag.
Not surprisingly, other Chagrin Valley
school systems have also responded with
developing equally fine programs to
service their communities.

I encourage you to consider the com-
munities of  the Chagrin Valley in your
future home ownership and business
plans. The affordability and high-quality
lifestyle are hard to duplicate anywhere
in the region. 

Richard Bain was elected mayor of  Pep-
per Pike in November 2011. A 22-year resi-
dent of  the city, he is a former member of
the regional board of  the ADL and a mem-
ber of  the ADL civil rights committee.

Brand New...In S O L O N
The final release of brand-new luxury suites for active adults 55+

Solon’s Premier 55+ Living!
Nationally Recognized as one of the

Best Senior Apartment Communities

CARRINGTON

C O U R T

www.grossbuilders.com

=
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call: (440) 248-1814
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MALL

SHOPPING
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SQUARE

SHOPPING

GROCERY

COMMUNITY

PARK
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CARRINGTON
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Less than five minutes from Solon Senior Center,

shopping and other senior services!
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Luxurious apartment suites
start at $765/month.

All suites include washer & dryer.

A limited number of upgrade

suites offer sunrooms, granite

counters and stainless appliances

as options...reserve your new suite today!

RESERVE YOUR PLACE IN ECO-HISTORY TODAY.

Experience the Life of 
Sustainable Luxury. 
Now taking reservations for The 
Lakes of Orange, to be developed 
according to the National Green 
Building Standard*.

The 
Lakes of Orange
                           Orange Village, OH

For more information, visit LakesofOrange.com or 
contact Randy Kertesz at 216-831-9110 :: rskertesz@kertesenterprises.com

Ohio’s fi rst Green Certifi ed Residential Community.

* The National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB) and the International Code Council (ICC) 
partnered to establish a nationally-recognizable 
standard defi nition of green building.

  156 home sites – ¼ acre to ¾ acre
 Homes will be custom built to 

 the nationally recognized energy-
 effi cient, green, and sustainable 
 standards including:
  * National Green Building 
      Standard
  * ENERGY STAR
  * LEED for Homes

  30-acre Conservation Area with a 
 1-acre lake, gazebo, stream, and 
 walking trail

  Community Clubhouse, Pool, 
 Tennis Court

  Professionally-landscaped public 
 and private streets

  Orange School District
  Located near the intersection of 

 Brainard Road & Miles Road
  Convenient to shopping, hospitals, 

 restaurants, and businesses
Now accepting reservations for 

 home sites
Custom home pricing available 

 upon request 

 Visit our website for updates: 
   LakesofOrange.com
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Auburn Township

The township is a semirural community,
embracing country-style living but offering a
balance of residential, commercial and indus-
trial growth. The township’s 5 square miles
house about 6,400 residents. According to the
2010 U.S. Census, Auburn had the highest rate
of growth of all 16 Geauga County townships.

Trustees: Patrick J. Cavanagh, 
Michael S. Troyan, John A. Eberly
11010 East Washington St.
Auburn Township, OH 44023
440-543-7028
www.auburntownship.com

Bainbridge Township

The township offers easy access to the
Cleveland metropolitan area via Route 422,
while retaining a semirural character for its
approximately 11,000 residents. In its 25.9
square miles, there are subdivisions, township
parks, and working farms. It’s also home to the
only synagogue in Geauga County, Congrega-
tion Shir Shalom (Reform/Traditional), and to
the Weils, which is owned and operated by
Montefiore.

Trustees: Christopher Horn, 
Jeffery S. Markley, Lorrie Sass Benza
17826 Chillicothe Road 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023 
440-543-9871
www.bainbridgetownship.com 

Bentleyville Village

Nestled between Solon and Chagrin Falls,
the 2.6-square-mile village has nearly 900 res-
idents.

Mayor: Leonard Spremulli
6253 Chagrin River Road
Bentleyville, OH 44022
440-247-5055
www.villageofbentleyville.com

Chagrin Falls Township

The township contains two distinct govern-
mental units. The incorporated part is the Vil-
lage of Chagrin Falls, and the unincorporated,
northern part is Chagrin Falls Township.
Together, the two units form Chagrin Falls
Township. The township is located within Cha-
grin Falls Village. The 0.5-square-mile township
is home to about 40 families.

TRUSTEES: Tom Florkiewicz, 
John Finley, Mike Wise
83 N. Main St. 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440-247-8422
www.chagrinfallstownship.org

Chagrin Falls Village

The most well-known of the Chagrin Valley
communities, this one-time village known for
its mills is a destination place year-round for
young and old. From a stroll along Main Street,
to observing a picturesque view of the falls, to
a sweet-smelling bag of popcorn or mouth-
watering ice-cream cone from the Popcorn
Shop, the quaint village has it all. Local restau-
rants, local merchants, and local cultural spots
dot the downtown streets. The village caught
the eye of President George W. Bush during a
visit in 2004. About 4,100 residents call the 2.1
square miles home. Jewish Academy Award-
winning film director Lee Unkrich (“Toy Story
3”) grew up in Chagrin Falls.

Mayor: Thomas Brick
21 Washington St.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440-247-5050
www.chagrin-falls.org

Chester Township

The township of about 11,000 residents in
nearly 25 square miles is commonly referred to
by its mailing address – Chesterland – maybe
because it’s one of five Chester Townships in
Ohio. The township is within easy reach of
Mayfield Road, just minutes from Gates Mills
and Mayfield Village. Hawken School is located
there.

Trustees: Clay Lawrence, Mike Joyce, 
Judith Caputo
12701 Chillicothe Road 
Chesterland, OH 44026
440-729-7058 
www.chestertwp.net

Glenwillow Village

The village was synonymous with the Austin
Powder Co. until the 1980s. Now, it is becoming
known for its Village Center Project, which reha-
bilitated and expanded what remained of the
company town of 18 structures, including the
General Store, into attractive shops, businesses
and restaurants. The village has about 1,000 res-
idents in 2.9 square miles.

Mayor: Mark A. Cegelka
29995 Pettibone Road
Glenwillow, OH 44039
440-232-8788 
www.glenwillow-oh.gov

Hunting Valley Village

The Village was developed around gracious
homes with well-tended flower and vegetable
gardens in 8 square miles of forest, rolling hills,
and steep river gorges. Some of Cleveland’s

From A (Auburn) to W (Woodmere)
Chagrin Valley and beyond has something for everyone

Chagrin Falls
Township

BOB JACOB
Managing Editor

The completion of  Interstate 271 in the late 1960s
made the Chagrin Valley more accessible to thousands
of  people on a daily basis. People who may have never
heard of  the Chagrin Valley now make frequent trips to
the eastern edges of  Cuyahoga County and western
fringes of  Geauga County. 

The Chagrin Valley stretches from Woodmere Village
– with its bevy of  shopping – in Cuyahoga County to
Auburn Township – with its magnificent landscape – in
Geauga County.

The Chagrin Valley is defined by beautiful cities, vil-
lages and townships – which offer different forms of  gov-
ernments – located close to or along the scenic Chagrin
River that winds through the area.

The area offers housing from century-old structures
to bustling new subdivisions, with prices ranging from

less than $200,000 into the millions. Some of  Ohio’s most
exclusive homes are located in the Chagrin Valley.

Some people have relocated from the Beachwood, the
Heights and Hillcrest areas to escape the congestion of
living close to a downtown. They enjoy excellent school
systems, top-notch health facilities, 12 Jewish institu-
tions, abundant land, small retail stores, and larger
shopping centers. 

bjacob@cjn.org
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prominent families are among the 750 residents
who live on country estates. There are hiking
trails, polo fields and bridle paths, providing life
in a peaceful setting. The village was ranked the
sixth highest-income place in the United States,
according to the 2000 U.S. Census. University
School’s upper campus is located there.

Mayor: Richard R. Hollington Jr.
38251 Fairmount Blvd. 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
440-247-6106
www.huntingvalley.net

Moreland Hills Village

The village is home to Hiram House, the
country’s second oldest settlement house. Pres-
ident James A. Garfield was born in Orange
Township, which is now Moreland Hills. A
newer shopping center developed at Chagrin
Boulevard and SOM Center Road has provided
residents and visitors with an option to stay
close to home. Some 3,200 residents call the
7.2-square-mile village home.

Mayor: Susan Renda
4350 SOM Center Road 
Moreland Hills, OH 44022
440-248-1188
www.morelandhills.com

Newbury Township

The township of about 5,500 residents has
horse, dairy, sheep and alpaca farms through-

out 25 square miles. The well-manicured Pun-
derson State Park offers Punderson Manor,
recreational activities, and a scenic lake – the
largest of many in the township. State Routes
87 and 44 provide for the transportation of
goods, customers and services from Newbury
to Middlefield to the east, Cleveland to the
west, Chardon to the north and Akron to the
south – and back again. The township features
the 88-acre Oberland Park.

Trustees: Jason Blair, William 
Skomrock Jr., Glen Quigley
14899 Auburn Road
Newbury, OH 44065 
440-564-5997
www.newburyohio.com

Orange Village

Jewish Mayor Kathy Urdang Mulcahy won
her fifth four-year term last November to guide
a village that other communities look toward.
Some 3,300 residents live in nearly 4 square
miles. The village is home to Temple Emanu El.

Mayor: Kathy U. Mulcahy
4600 Lander Road 
Orange Village, OH 44022
440-498-4400
www.orangevillage.com

Pepper Pike City

About 6,000 residents live in the approxi-
mately 7-square-mile city. The city is home to
B’nai Jeshurun Congregation (Conservative),
The Friendship Circle, Gross Schechter Day
School, Kol HaLev (Reconstructionist), The Park
Synagogue East (Conservative), The Lillian and
Betty Ratner School, and The Shul (Indepen-
dent). 

Mayor: Richard Bain
28000 Shaker Blvd. 
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
440-831-1424
www.pepperpike.org

Reminderville Village

Some 2,000 people call this Summit County
community of 2 square miles home. It’s located
near Solon in Cuyahoga County and near Bain-
bridge in Geauga County.

Mayor: Sam Alonso
3382 Glenwood Blvd. 
Reminderville, OH 44202
330-562-1234
www.reminderville.com

Russell Township

Russell Township was the last township set-
tled in Geauga County. Most of the 5,500 res-
idents in the 20 square miles tell people they
live in Novelty – because of the mailing
address. Laurel School’s Butler campus moved
there years ago.

Trustees: James Dickinson, 
Justin Madden, James Mueller.
P.O. Box 522
Novelty, OH 44072
440-338-8912
www.twp.russell.oh.us

Solon City

The city of about 23,000 – once the fastest
growing Jewish community in the area – has
few places to grow in its nearly 21 square
miles. Instead, it is looking at redeveloping
older areas, such as the Solar Shopping Center

at Aurora and SOM Center roads in the heart
of downtown. It boasts of being home to
Chabad Jewish Center of Solon (Orthodox) and
its mikvahs and to Congregation Kol Chadash
(Reform).

Mayor: Susan A. Drucker
34200 Bainbridge Road 
Solon, OH 44039
440-248-1155
www.solonohio.org

South Russell Village

Located east of adjacent Chagrin Falls,
Chillicothe Road is home to some popular
restaurants, which many visitors think are
located in Chagrin Falls Village. Some 4,000
residents call the nearly 4 square miles home.

Mayor: Matthew E. Brett
5205 Chillicothe Road 
South Russell, OH 44022 
440-338-7843
www.southrussell.com   

Woodmere Village

One of Ohio’s smaller communities, the
nearly 900 residents and some 200,000 people
who come into the 0.3-square-mile village
weekly enjoy shopping and dining at Eton Cha-
grin Boulevard. Woodmere’s development has
been spontaneous and was escalated by the
completion of Interstate 271 in the late 1960s.
Primarily, I-271 made Woodmere Village and
the Chagrin Valley more accessible. It trans-
formed the eastern Chagrin Boulevard corridor
from a rural main thoroughfare with a limited
number of commercial establishments and a
small number of residential homes to a thriving
seat of commercial activity. 

Mayor: Charles E. Smith
27899 Chagrin Blvd. 
Woodmere Village, OH 44122
216-831-9511
www.woodmerevillage.com C
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216/475-3377  | www.weissmovers.com

ANNOUNCING WEISS EXPRESS

P.U.C.O. #249-HG

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | SENIORS

MEMBER
CLEVELAND
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Whether you are a new homeowner with a central 

vacuum (built-in) system and aren’t sure how to 

maintain or use the system, or you lived in your home

for years with a non-running or blocked system, our

knowledge and results will please you. We are highly

rated on Angie’s List and are Service Magic Certified.

Barry Leven, Owner
440-729-8430 | Centralvactech@gmail.com

Central 
Vacuum 
Technicians, LLC

Providing orthodontic care for 
children & adults with 

exceptional quality & service

Solon Orthodontics

Philip D. Bomeli, DDS, MS
6370 SOM Center Road, Suite 101 

Solon, OH 44139 
(440) 349-5885

www.solonorthodontics.com
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CALL FOR
DETAILS!

Located off SOM between Mayfield and Wilson Mills Road
Model Open Mon.-Thurs., Sat. & Sun. 12-5

Call 216-789-0011
for Appointment

Builders Special
Starting at $239,900

ONLY 1 RANCH LEFT!

HURRY!

82
79

1Gale Grau, Realtor®

Howard Hanna
Call 216-513-8467
Email: galegrau@howardhanna.com

6680 AYLESHIRE DR 
IN SOLON  

Exquisite 4 bedroom 2 & ½ Bath center hall Contem-
porary Colonial. Grand curved staircase in the Foyer,
2 story Great Room, Spacious custom Master Suite.
$525,000 
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Chagrin Valley schools recognized for excellence
National Blue Ribbon awards,

National Merit scholarships, high-
ranking sports and academic
teams and nearly perfect gradua-
tion rates describe many schools in
the Chagrin Valley. 

Among the public schools, the
Chagrin Falls, Kenston, Orange,
Solon and West Geauga districts
have long lists of  achievements.
Private schools adding to the Val-

ley’s educational reputation include Hawken School’s
upper school in Chester, University School’s upper
school in Hunting Valley, Gilmour Academy in Gates
Mills, Gross Schechter Day School in Pepper Pike, and
Laurel School’s Butler campus in Russell.

Among the districts’ accomplishments, the Chagrin
Falls School District is one of  three Ohio school sys-
tems to receive the “excellent with distinction” title all
12 years that the Ohio Department of  Education has
issued the rating. All four schools in the district have
been named National Blue Ribbon schools. The high
school was ranked among the 100 best high schools by
national magazines. One hundred percent of  Chagrin
students have graduated in three of  the last four senior
classes.

Consistent achievement of  the “Excellent with Dis-
tinction” rating also belongs to the Orange district,
which serves Hunting Valley, Moreland Hills, Orange
Village, Pepper Pike, Woodmere and part of  Solon. The

district has been recognized nationally for its program-
ming, College Board’s Advanced Placement honor-roll
status, and record number of  AP Scholars. Teaching
students skills to become lifelong learners and helping
students develop socially and emotionally are among
the district’s goals.

Solon has been rated among Ohio’s top five school
districts for state report cards every year. ACT has rec-
ognized Solon High School for students’ rising ACT
scores with its Red Quill Award for five consecutive
years. Solon is the only Ohio school to achieve this
honor. Both the Solon High School and Solon Middle
School Science Olympiad teams won the 2011 national
championship. A record 40 Solon students were recog-
nized in the National Merit Scholar program this year.

For the 11th year in a row, Kenston schools have
achieved all outcomes on the Ohio Report Card.  In
addition to strong academics, athletics and extracur-
ricular activities, Kenston is exploring renewable wind
and solar power to save the district and taxpayers
money. The district has also integrated fitness, nutri-
tion education and kinesthetic movement in class-
rooms to increase student wellness and improve
achievement. Timmons Elementary School was named
a 2011 National Blue Ribbon School. 

West Geauga Local Schools earned an excellent
with distinction rating on the state report card for 10
consecutive years. The high school’s symphonic band
achieved superior distinction at Ohio Music Education
Association competition. West Geauga High School in

Chester Township was one of  18 U.S. schools to be
named as finalists by Intel Corporation in the 2010
Intel Schools of  Distinction Awards. 

University School, a boys’ school with grades nine
to 12 located in Hunting Valley, boasts an understand-
ing of  how boys learn best and a developmentally
appropriate curriculum and school culture. Recent U.S.
milestones include a fourth consecutive state swim-
ming title. A US sophomore won The City Club High
School Debate championship, and a junior won first
place in music composition in the Ohio Federation of
Music Clubs in his age category. 

In addition to its Chester campus for grades nine to
12, Hawken, a coeducational college-preparatory
school, has an urban extension center for experiential
and service learning at University Circle in Cleveland.
Last year, the upper school implemented an innovative
schedule enhancing in-depth learning. This year’s
girls’ swim team won its 14th consecutive Division II
state championship and 22nd state championships
overall to break the record for the most consecutive
state titles of  any sport in Ohio.

Laurel School, a girls’ school with its main campus
in Shaker Heights, has a 140-acre Butler campus in
Russell that includes the 12,000-square-foot Alice
Lehmann Butler Center for Fitness and Wellness, 15
acres of  athletic fields, eight tennis courts, a quarter
mile all-weather track, 1,800 square feet of  lodge space,
a 3,200-square-foot covered pavilion, a 2,600-square-foot
residence, a fully accessible treehouse, and an adven-

Sue Hoffman
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We are members of NADA and NOBS, 
and we were highlighted in Angie’s list magazine. 

We are a browser-friendly shop, and we like to make our 
customers feel welcome and happy with our services.

Contact us about our Estate and Household Liquidation services.

Mitchell Attenson
Attenson’s Antiques & Books

1771 Coventry Road | Cleveland Hts Oh 44118
www.AttensonsAntiques.com | 216-402-8387

You never know what you will find at 

Attenson’s Antiques & Books
We are always buying, and our stock changes daily.
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What you see is what you get...
Hands on service from the person you hired!

Barbara Levine Barbara Levine Barbara Levine
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34 Years of Real Estate expertise for Buyers and 
Sellers of homes, condos and land of all prices.

Beachwood: Sharp flr. plan! 3 BR, 2.1 BA has master on 1st w/private
bath + powder rm. Family rm. opens to great kitchen. 2 BR, bath and
great storage on 2nd. $185,000

University Heights: Charm, updates + location! 4 BR, 2.1 BA Col.
near Fairmount Circle. Fabulous 3 season room, great 3rd flr. suite,
finished rec. rm, hdwd flrs., central air. $179,000

Lyndhurst: 3 BR Col. w/attached 2 car gar., vaulted family rm.,
hdwd flrs., newer windows, updated kit., finished rec rm. Full bath
on 2nd + powder rms. on 1st and LL. $124,900

Mayfield Heights: “Woodhawk” Sharp 2-story loft condo w/2 story
great rm., updated kit., master suite w/walk-in closet + bath. Utility
room in-suite, end unit. Gated community w/recreation. $125,000

Solon: North Solon split level w/4 BR, 2.1 BA. 4th BR and it’s own
bath are on separate level. Many improvements + updates include
roof, furnace, A/C, windows, H20 tank. Sharp! $189,000

Russell: Hillbrook Lane North townhouse w/3BR, 2.1 BA. Liv. Rm.
w/FRPL, Din. Rm, updated kit. Master suite w/built-ins + dress rm.
In-suite laundry, 2 indoor garage spaces. Gas costs included in 
maintenance. Beautiful! $169,900

Bainbridge: Canyon Lakes. 5BR, 4.1 BA Col. on gorgeous lot! 
4,300 SF includes 1st flr. study, sitting rm. and exercise rm. off 
master. Newer finished basement w/BR + BA, theater, kit., play areas.
$569,000

South Euclid: 3BR, 2/1 BA Bungalow w/oversized 2 car garage.
$49,500

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

KeyBank Chagrin Falls
4 North Main Street

Chagrin Falls, OH

440-247-7363

Stop in and say hi to our new branch 
manager Stephanie Puzzo.
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2Gale Grau, Realtor®

Howard Hanna
Call 216-513-8467
Email: galegrau@howardhanna.com

5850 DODSWORTH LN 
IN SOLON  

Impeccable 4 Bedroom 2 & 1/2 Bath Contemporary
Home.  Open floor plan, Spacious dining room; Eat-
in kitchen with ceramic tile and island – all in neu-
tral palette. $380,000

A new community in
the village of 
Chagrin Falls. Enjoy
amenities such as
yard maintenance,
snow removal, and
walking trails

around a beautiful pond. Hurry! Half of the lots
are sold, reserve your lot today!

p y

Our Model is open Tuesdays and Weekends from
1-4 PM. Or for your personalized tour contact:

Simplify life in Falls Walk

Kasie Burgess
440-823-5454
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ture course.  
Gross Schechter Day School, a Jewish school for pre-

school to grade eight, is making strides in becoming a
21st-century school, with new technology, professional
development and new opportunities from an updated
website. The school recently started a program for 2-
year-olds, introduced a new system to assess Hebrew flu-
ency, and received a U.S. Department of  Agriculture
gold medal for its health and nutrition programming.

Gilmour Academy, a Catholic co-educational school
for preschool to grade 12 on 144 acres, welcomes stu-
dents from a variety of  cultures, faiths and back-
grounds. Its extracurricular offerings include a
nationally recognized speech and debate program and

opportunities for students
to explore interests from
the arts to the environment
to leadership and service. The athletic program offers 23
varsity sports, including a girls’ prep hockey team.  

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE: Now in its ninth year,
Friendship Circle brings together some 250 teenage
volunteers and 130 children with special needs for fun
and friendship. It is located in the former Congrega-
tion Bethaynu building on Gates Mills Boulevard in
Pepper Pike. A variety of  programming takes place
each week, from Sunday Circle, which pairs children
and volunteers for social fun, to martial arts, dance
and moms’ get-togethers. Another program is Teen

Scene, in which teen boys and girls create separate,
themed dinners in Friendship Circle’s kitchen. Rabbi
Yossi Marozov is director. 

MODEL STUDENTS: Among shining examples of
Chagrin Valley students is Orange High School junior
Hallie Israel, author of  the 360-page book “Dear Mr.
President,” which follows a young girl with a passion
for politics. With her father’s help, Hallie self-pub-
lished the book, available on the Barnes & Noble web-
site. Hallie, who began writing the book at age 9, is
editor of  her school newspaper and creative arts maga-
zine and on the mock trial, Academic Challenge,
debate, and field hockey teams.

•Chagrin Falls High School junior Ryan Ludwig, a
competitive skier now training to be a pilot, spent a
semester in Israel through the competitive Eisendrath
International Exchange Program last year. Ryan, who
has had lead roles with the Mandel JCC’s Playmakers
Youth Theater, is also a teacher’s assistant at The Tem-
ple-Tifereth Israel in Beachwood. He has refurbished
numerous computers for charities and plays percus-
sion in his high school’s concert and marching bands.

•Solon High School senior Andrew Branstetter, a
varsity tennis player and volunteer tutor, has received
one of  15 Presidential Scholarships at The Ohio State
University, which provides full tuition, room and
board, as well as admission to the Honors Collegium.
Andrew is one of  about 20 freshmen to be admitted to
the OSU College of  Medicine as a biomedical science
major. He is treasurer of  Solon’s chapter of  National
Honor Society and a member of  Anshe Chesed Fair-
mount Temple.

Orange High School junior Hallie Israel is author of the 360-page book “Dear Mr.
President,” about a girl pursuing political aspirations.

Solon High School senior
Andrew Branstetter is one
of 15 students to win The
Ohio State University’s
Presidential Scholarship.
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Call today to learn more!

Brothers Jason, Lance & 

Austin Calvetta
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• Removes black staining, streaks, algae and moss
• Reduces energy costs
• Save thousands by cleaning and sealing 

rather than replacing your roof
• Increase curb appeal
• Increase the value of your home by 5-10%
• Proven to sell homes faster
• We use an all-natural, non-toxic eco-friendly cleaner

Reg price $.49 sq. ft.

ROOF CLEANING CARPET CLEANING
2 ROOMS

$69
Up to 150 sq. ft. per room.
$.35 each additional sq. ft.

Limited time offer. Not valid with any other offer.

D REFINISHING

• Over 650 cleaning passes per minute
• Deeply cleans, extracting soil
• Cleans all sides of the carpet fibe
• Fluffs and restores carpet

We use RX-20 Rotary Jet Extractor
with 3 spray jets and 5 vacuum slots

Caryn Calvetta
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Mon, Thurs 10-8  |  Tues, Wed 10-6  |  Fri, Sat 10-5  |  Closed Sun
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MAZEL TOV: Alexander Chaitoff, a junior at The
Ohio State University and graduate of  Solon High
School, is the only student in Ohio and one of  54 in the
nation to be been awarded a Harry S. Truman Scholar-
ship in 2012. Each scholarship provides up to $30,000
for graduate study. The scholarship is given to students
who have demonstrated a commitment to a career in
public policy or public service.

OSU president Gordon Gee surprised Chaitoff  in
class to deliver the news. “We really appreciate the
work you have done academically to make all this hap-
pen but more importantly, the fact that you carry Ohio
State’s flag so very high,” Gee said.

Chaitoff  is pursuing a double major in microbiol-
ogy and political science. A Presidential Scholar and a
member of  the Honors Collegium, he is conducting
research in the College of  Public Health, studying
racial disparities in seeking treatment for mental ill-
ness. He is co-founder and director of  research for the
Pure Water Access Project, studying the implementa-
tion of  water filters in developing nations. 

Alex plans to obtain a medical degree and master’s
degree of  public health before pursuing a career as a car-
diologist and researcher of  minority health disparities. 

•Leor Shtull-Leber has been selected as a senior
speaker for Brown University’s May commencement.
Shtull-Leber, from Ann Arbor, Michigan, has been
active with the Brown Hillel, serving as president. She
is the daughter of  Dr. Steven Leber and Dina Shtull-
Leber, and granddaughter of  Rita Shtull and the late
Rabbi Jacob Shtull and Pauline and Sam Leber.

•Hillel at Miami University of  Ohio has elected new

members from the Cleveland area to its leadership
council. They are treasurer Ari Frum of  University
Heights, engagement coordinator Molly Rzepka of
Solon, and marketing coordinator Matt Friedman of
Shaker Heights. Hillel also appointed two local students
to its engagement team: Rachael Silver of  Beachwood
and Amanda Schachtel of  Shaker Heights.

•Allysa Axelband is included in “100 Buckeyes You
Should Know” by The Ohio State University Alumni
Association. A graduate of  Beachwood High School
and a member of  The Temple-Tifereth Israel in Beach-

wood, Axelband graduated from OSU in 2005 with a
bachelor of  science degree in human ecology and
received her master’s degree from Pace University in
2007. She is a lead teacher at Harlem Success Academy,
a high-achieving New York City school that has been
featured in movies such as “Waiting for Superman”
and “The Lottery.” 

Axelband has had her current post for two years,
following three years teaching at P.S. 178 in Brooklyn,
New York. After graduating from OSU, she joined
Teach for America in New York.

PRESCHOOL EVENT: The Mandel Jewish Com-
munity Center is hosting 90 minutes of  food, fun and
fundraising with its fourth annual “Sing into Spring”
early childhood fundraiser from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Sunday,
May 6. The event, which takes place in Stonehill Audi-
torium, features activities for families with infants,
toddlers and preschoolers. 

Participants will enjoy a cereal buffet, face painting,
and arts and crafts, along with dancing to music from
children’s disc jockey Atomic Entertainment. There is
also a silent auction, with prizes ranging from dinner
for six to resort stays.

Ticket prices are $20 for a family pass or $25 for an
extended family pass, which includes grandparents.
Tickets are available in advance or at the door. Pro-
ceeds benefit the Mandel JCC’s early childhood educa-
tion programs. Contact Kathy Newman at 216-831-0700,
ext. 1375, or knewman@mandeljcc.org.

To submit news for this column, send to
shoffman@cjn.org (put “Class Notes” in the subject
line), fax to 216-454-8200, or mail to 23880 Commerce
Park, Suite 1, Beachwood, OH 44122.

Chagrin Falls High School
junior Ryan Ludwig
reflects on his four
months in Israel last year
through the Eisendrath
International Exchange
program.

Beachwood High School
and Ohio State University
graduate Allysa Axelband,
now a teacher at Harlem
Success Academy, is listed
in “100 Buckeyes You
Should Know.”
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