May 11, 2017

Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C. Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Zinke:

As members of several of the Department of the Interior’s Resource Advisory Committees
(RAC:s), we are writing to request the immediate reinstatement of RAC meetings in order to
ensure ongoing public input regarding the management of our public lands. This is particularly
important in light of your recent announcement of an expedited comment period for all of the
national monument designations currently under review. We believe it is inappropriate to cancel
an essential mechanism for public input and oversight in advance of a massive call for public
input.

As you know, the Department of the Interior (DOI) recently cancelled all RAC activities
nationwide without any explanation, guidance, or further information for members of the public.
Our limited understanding is that the purpose of this cancellation is for the Administration to
review all public advisory bodies and functions currently in place at DOI. While we appreciate
the need to ensure DOI has appropriate mechanisms for public input, we are deeply concerned
that cancelling all public advisory committee activities until further notice fundamentally
undermines trust in the public process, and eliminates a vital opportunity for public input in the
management of our public lands.

RAC:s are composed of a broad cross-section of the local public, with members representing
interests ranging from mineral resources, livestock grazing, and wild horses to conservation,
recreation and archaeology, as well as seats for tribes and the public-at-large.

These advisory bodies serve multiple key purposes. First, they serve as mechanisms for BLM
and other agencies to communicate regularly and substantively with representatives of the
public, sharing important information, providing more in-depth education on issues through field
trips and presentations by issue experts, and fielding questions. Second, they serve as
mechanisms for representatives of the public to share what they have learned with their
communities. Third, they serve as mechanisms for representatives of the public to provide
perspectives on behalf of their communities that inform and educate BLM and other agencies
about the local public’s concerns and priorities. This interaction helps bridge the gap between
DOI and members of the public, making RACs a valuable tool for public engagement and
dialogue.

RAC members represent diverse public interests, engage in thoughtful debate, and provide
meaningful management recommendations to the BLM and other land management agencies
with local perspective. As a result, RACs have made invaluable contributions over the last two



decades, including recommending improvements to BLM grazing management, review and input
on critical energy development proposals, and suggestions for the thoughtful management of
increasing recreational demands on our public lands.

We strongly believe that public awareness, discussion, and input are crucial to DOI’s
decision-making, and advisory bodies like the RAC:s instill greater cooperation between the
public and public land management agencies. As the BLM website articulately explains,
“Advisory committees are invaluable to the BLM because consensus-driven recommendations
often lead to sustainable outcomes that benefit natural resources and often enjoy a high level of
public support.”

That is why we have each volunteered and made the commitment to serve on our respective
RACG:s. Itis a responsibility we all take seriously and we are concerned about being cut off from
this public input process. Cancelling the meetings of these essential public advisory bodies shuts
off an effective and principal conduit for public land managers to engage with public
stakeholders and constituents, and for our communities’ to provide public input to public land
management agencies.

We support building trust and improving public input mechanisms; however, cancelling RAC
activities runs counter to this goal. To that end, we urge you to immediately reinstate RAC
meetings and engage RAC members in determining how these advisory bodies can be
strengthened and supported.

We applaud the dedicated DOI staff across the country for their thoughtful stewardship of our
public lands, and we appreciate the opportunity to work with them as RAC members, providing
public input on land management issues impacting our communities.

Thank you for your timely attention to this matter. We look forward to resuming our duties of
representing the public very soon.
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Barbara Marrett Dr. Keith Watts
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Cc:

Mike Nedd, Acting Director, Bureau of Land Management
Bud Cribley, BLM Alaska State Director

Raymond Suazo, BLM Arizona State Director

Jerry Perez, BLM California State Director

Ruth Welch, BLM Colorado State Director

Karen Mouritsen, BLM Eastern States State Director
Tim Murphy, BLM Idaho State Director

Jon Raby, Acting BLM Montana-Dakotas State Director
Marci Todd, Acting BLM Nevada State Director

Amy Lueders, New Mexico BLM State Director

Jaime Connell, BLM Oregon/Washington State Director
Ed Roberson, BLM Utah State Director

Mary Jo Rugwell, BLM Wyoming State Director



